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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Nine – The Throne and the Book – 

Revelation 4:1-5:14 

John is taking us out of earth and he’s taking us to heaven to 

something that’s very real and very wonderful. It’s just that 

none of us have ever seen it. We’ve never been out there to see 

it. Nevertheless, it’s very real and John is coming back to tell 

us about it.  

Realize that John is having a hard time as he struggles with 

words. He often uses the word “like” to build bridges from the 

unknown to the known. And that’s why the book of Revelation 

is sometimes so hard. It’s simply because we don’t put 

ourselves in the shoes of the man who’s trying to write to us 

what he’s trying to say. 

Revelation 1:19 is the KEY VERSE to the whole book of 

Revelation and it says this: 

1. “Write therefore the things which you saw,”—that’s the

picture of Christ in chapter 1.

Secondly: 
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2. “write therefore the things which are,”—that’s chapters 2 

and 3, the letters to the seven churches.  

 

And then it says: 

 

3. “the things which shall take place after these things.”—in 

other words, after the letters. 

 

So that starts at chapter 4 and it goes all the way to chapter 

22, the end of the book. So we’re in the third part of the book. 

We’re going from the PRESENT into the FUTURE in this 

study. 

 

Everything we’ve been studying has been PRESENT or PAST, 

now we move to the FUTURE at chapter 4. 

 

Let’s divide chapters 4 through 22 into about FOUR 

DIVISIONS so we can get an idea of the material that’s before 

us. 

 

Chapters 4 and 5, the two chapters we look at in this study, 

are a PROLOG to some great events. It’s necessary for us to 

have these two chapters, because they introduce what’s going 

to happen in the exciting studies that are before us. 

 

When we get to chapter 6, we will start in what is called the 

TRIBULATION PERIOD. Revelation 6 to Revelation 19 is the 

Tribulation period. That’s a 7-year period of God’s judgment 

upon the earth, and we’ll see that in these chapters. 
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Chapter 20 is the MILLENNIAL KINGDOM—the 

THOUSAND YEAR REIGN OF CHRIST—when He comes 

back to rule and to reign. 

 

Revelation 21 and 22 are the ETERNAL STATE. After the 

Kingdom is over, we go into the eternal state and chapters 21 

and 22 tell us what that’s going to be like. 

 

And that’s basically an overview of the chapters that we have 

coming under consideration.  

 

Now John is exiled on the Isle of Patmos. There’s a place 

where it is believed that he received the divine revelation in 

this cave high up on the hillside there on the island of Patmos 

in the Greek islands. 

 

Now we have him located, we’ve looked at the overview of the 

first chapters.  

 

If we were to put one word next to each chapter, the word for 

chapter 4 would be THRONE and the word for chapter 5 

would be BOOK. And this will give us an idea of the content of 

these two chapters with just one word. 

 

Now before we go further, there are some dramatic things that 

have happened. Remember in our last study, Jesus was 

standing at the door, knocking, wanting to come in. He was 

standing before a closed door—and that’s the closed door of 

the human heart. And maybe there are those whose door is 
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closed. They’ve never had time to open the door of their life to 

Christ. They’ve never known the joy, the thrill, the excitement 

of Christ living in their life. And He’s still knocking. 

 

When we studied the letter to the church at Philadelphia He 

said, “I can open a door and nobody can shut it; I can shut a 

door and nobody can open it.” But He respects our rights as an 

individual to keep our heart-door closed to Him. And He was 

standing there knocking. 

 

Now the door’s open today. But the door is not a door on earth, 

it’s a door in heaven. And John is being taken heavenward.  

 

Between chapter 3 and chapter 4 an event—prophetically—

called the Rapture of the Church has taken place. Now don’t 

get scared. Let’s discuss what that is. 

 

The reason we believe this is the church is no longer in view in 

the book of Revelation. The church is here, the church is 

functioning, the Lord’s talking to the church. But when we get 

to chapter 4 there’s no more church. Oh we see saints, but the 

church is not here. 

 

When we get down to chapter 22, the last chapter, it says, “Oh 

by the way, send this message to the churches.” That’s the last 

time the word “church” is used in the Bible. 

 

The Rapture of the church is going to occur—and has 

occurred—before the events of this passage. Or these events 

describe the Rapture of the church in a symbolic fashion.  
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What is it?  

 

The word rapio means “to catch up” or “to take away.” It’s like 

the word Trinity is used to give us the concept of the Trinity.  

 

In the Bible there are a number of references that talk about 

this event, although they don’t call it Rapture.  

 

John 14, when Jesus was sitting in the Upper Room with the 

men just before He died on the Cross, said:  

 

John 14:1-3 

 

“Don’t be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In 

My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, 

I would have told you; I am going to get a place ready for you. 

And when I get it ready, I’m going to come again, and receive 

you unto Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 

 

We might ask, “Well when this event happens, can I get 

ready?” 

 

No. If we ain’t ready before it happens friend, we ain’t going to 

have time to get ready. It’s going to happen so fast. 

 

First Corinthians 15:51 says that it’s “in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye.” Quick as we can blink, we’re here and 

we’re gone, we’re with Him. 
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Now that’s how fast the event is going to happen. What is 

going to take place in the event?  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

 

The Lord will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, with the trump of God; [we’re going to 

see the trumpet here in just a minute] the dead in Christ 

[people who have already gone to be with the Lord are going to 

get their new bodies and they] are going to be caught up 

together with Him. [And then it says] We who are alive and 

remain, be caught up together with the in clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord… 

 

That’s what we mean by the word Rapture. That happens 

between chapter 3 and 4 in Revelation and that the church is 

already home. 

 

Now prophetically—for the future—that’s the very next event 

to happen on the prophetic calendar.  

 

Now for Christians we ought to get excited, and for those who 

aren’t, they better get their act together because we don’t 

want to leave them here.  

 

These things are real. There’s something out there that’s 

pretty fabulous and pretty wonderful. And John’s got his face 

in the water and what we’re going to see is just going to 

literally blow our mind in these two chapters, because now 

he’s been caught up to heaven and he’s going to reveal some 
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things to us. 

 

Now why does he need to be caught up to heaven?  

 

One reason—these two chapters give us the heavenly 

perspective of what’s happening on earth.  

 

Now some of us are frustrated over interpersonal 

relationships. Some of us are anxious and worried about our 

business. We’re concerned about whether things are going to 

work out alright and we’re worried about something else.  

 

Now why are we like that? We’re like that because we think 

the focus is totally on us and the circumstances are under our 

complete control and we’ve forgotten who’s on the throne. 

Everything that’s going on in our life right now is ordered by 

the One who’s on the throne.  

 

And when we get up in heaven and we see the One who’s 

sitting on the throne and that He’s running the whole show, it 

gives us a totally different perspective of things on earth.  

 

Now if we want victory in our life, as a believer, and be 

triumphant in our walk with God then get the heavenly 

perspective. How do we do that? Never miss a day without 

being in the Word of God. We’re there to read the Word, to 

pray, to seek God’s face and He’ll give us the heavenly 

perspective. 

 

James 1:5 
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If you lack wisdom, ask of God and He’ll give it to you.  

 

It’s ours for the taking. But we can keep the door closed, we 

can go ahead and try to manipulate and run our life and 

manipulate people and make them do things for us, and try to 

get the best out of it. And be totally frustrated and worn out 

by the end of it. Or we can come unto Him and learn of Him. 

He’s meek and lowly of heart and we’ll find rest for our souls. 

His yoke is easy, His burden is light. (see Matthew 11:29)  

 

It’s a piece of cake when we’re walking with Him. There’s just 

great joy and fulfillment. We have the choice as to what we 

want to do. But God realizes, because of what’s going to 

happen in these dramatic chapters that are before us, John 

needs a vision of the heavenly perspective before he gets down 

here and he sees it on the earth. 

 

Chapters 4 and 5 are really critical for him to get that 

heavenly perspective before we get down to earth. Now with 

all of that introductory stuff out of the way, let’s dig into the 

text.  

 

v. 1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door had 

been opened in heaven, and the first voice which I 

heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with 

me, saying: “Come up here, and I will show you 

what must take place after these things.” 

 

“After these things I looked, and behold, a door had been 
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opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard, like the 

sound of a trumpet speaking with me, saying: ‘Come up here, 

and I will show you what must take place after these things.”’ 

 

Alright, that verse begins and ends with the same phrase, 

doesn’t it?  

 

“After these things…” 

 

“…after these things.” 

 

First of the verse—the end of the verse. 

 

After what things? After all the things we’ve studied in the 

letters to the seven churches, he hears a voice that says, 

“Come up here!” 

 

And the REASON he hears that voice is, “I will show you what 

must take place after these things.” 

 

That’s the KEY to the rest of the book of Revelation. It goes 

into the future and now we’re going to see the things that are 

going to “take place after these things.” 

 

Now let’s pretend that somebody who’s working in the jungles 

of Indonesia brought one of the natives here. And the native is 

sitting right here and someone says, “John Doe, explain to this 

native a computer.” Or, “Fred, explain a clock to him.” Or 

“Alan, explain to him an automobile.” And immediately 

they’re frustrated because this guy doesn’t know diddly about 
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automobiles and bicycles and ice cream cones and computers 

and houses and electricity and lights and cameras. And he’s in 

a foreign world! It’s totally foreign to him. He can’t 

comprehend it. 

 

So what do we find ourselves doing? We’re trying to build a 

bridge from what he knows to the unknown so that he can 

understand that and how it works. And we’d find ourselves 

frustrated trying to do that. 

 

Now that’s exactly what John’s doing here.  

 

Many of us are scared of stingrays. A stingray is a weird 

creature that’s supposed to have a sting in his tail and we 

don’t hang around it and if we get close and happen to step on 

him, he will wipe us out for good.  

 

Well someone else might have a totally different concept of the 

stingray. They’re happy little fellas, especially if we have some 

food to feed them and we scratch them underneath. They’re 

soft and velvety and they hang around and they smile at us. 

We know, of course if we mess with them we can get stung too. 

But they are people-oriented. They do hang around, especially 

if we have something we want to feed them. 

 

But how can we describe to someone a stingray in the 

Caribbean unless they’ve experienced it, unless they’ve seen 

that weird, ugly creature that floats around that has that 

horrible sting in his tail?  
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John has these pictures. He sees some weird stuff. And as he 

sees it, he’s going to try to explain it to us. Listen, don’t make 

the mistake of saying, “Hey he’s weird and he’s had a dream 

and he doesn’t really know what he’s talking about.” Then 

we’ve really made a mistake. Try to build the bridge from 

what we don’t know to what we do know in this study. The 

whole purpose of it is to help us understand it and get a hold 

of it so we’ll understand the reality of it. Okay? 

 

And so now as we move into the VISION, and he’s there in 

glory, he starts using the word “like” a whole bunch. 

 

v. 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a 

throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on 

the throne.  

 

“Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was 

standing in heaven, and One was sitting on the throne.” 

 

Now that little phrase “Immediately I was in the Spirit”—let’s 

stop just a second. Some might hold to the persuasion that we 

are “in the Spirit” and when we’re “in the Spirit” we really get 

turned on and we’re excited and we go crazy and we do funny 

things because we’re “in the Spirit.”  

 

And that’s okay. The Lord will straighten us out on that later, 

but the main thing we want everyone to understand is that 

isn’t what’s happening to John. Whenever a prophet was “in 

the Spirit” he was communicating a message from God.  
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Second Peter 1:20 tells us that: 

 

2 Peter 1:20 

 

no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but holy men of God 

spoke as they were borne along by the Holy Spirit. 

 

So John’s saying, “What I’m getting ready to tell you is an 

experience I had in the Spirit. As a prophet, He gave me this 

revelation and I’m sharing it with you.” 

 

So he’s not weird. He’s not let go of his mind and his senses 

here. He’s just simply recording what he’s seeing and what 

he’s experiencing “in the Spirit” as he does it. 

 

Remember back in Revelation 1:9? John says, “I was in the 

Spirit on the Lord’s day.” 

 

He’s now receiving a revelation and he’s going to tell us about 

it. 

 

“behold,”—what’s the first thing he sees when he’s in heaven? 

 

Wonderful! 

 

“a throne was standing in heaven, and One was sitting on the 

throne.” 

 

Now that word “throne” is going to occur TWELVE TIMES in 

eleven verses so we don’t have any trouble figuring out what 
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he’s talking about. He is impressed with the “throne” and we 

ought to be too.  

 

If we’ve had victory in our life and we’re excited about today 

and the fun that we’ve had in walking with the Lord and 

serving Him, we know somebody’s sitting on the throne. We 

know the Father’s there. We know He’s directing our life. He’s 

never abdicated the throne. He’s the eternal Father. He’s been 

there all the time—although sometimes we thought because 

things snuck up on the blind side that maybe He missed it and 

made a mistake—He’s still on the throne. 

 

John needs to see that and the first thing that catches his 

mind and catches his vision is this “throne” that he sees.  

 

Somebody said: 

 

Revelation is the throne book because chapter 1 verse 4 starts 

with the throne and chapter 22 ends with the throne, so we 

have 37 occurrences of the word “throne” throughout the rest 

of it. So, yes, the Father is there and He’s guiding, He’s 

ordering, He’s directing this universe from that “throne.” 

 

Now here comes the likeness of what he sees in verse 3. 

 

v. 3 And He who was sitting was in appearance like a 

jasper stone and a sardius; and a halo (rainbow) 

around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.  

 

“And He who was sitting was in appearance like a jasper 
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stone and a sardius; and a halo (or rainbow) was around the 

throne, like an emerald in appearance.” 

 

That’s going to be hard because we don’t have any “jasper 

stones” and “sardius stones”—we don’t think we do but the 

way they call those stones is a little different than the way we 

call them. Can we change it to diamonds and rubies? The 

“jasper stone” is the diamond. It reflects light brightly. And as 

he looks at it, it just sparkles. 

 

We see these girls that get their rock finally, they get stoned, 

it just knocks our eyes out when we look at it! Beautiful as it 

reflects eternal, pure love. That’s the picture of the first thing 

that he sees in the “jasper stone” there. Simulating light—it 

speaks of the purity and the holiness of God. 

 

But then the ruby is blood red—it speaks of redemption—and 

so he sees these two colors as he approaches the throne.  

 

Now for some that think maybe we’re just manipulating the 

text a little bit here and John’s just dropping a couple of 

stones on us, let’s remember a few things biblically when we 

start studying the Word of God, we see some very intricate 

things that make it even more beautiful. 

 

We think when we’ve seen one piece of coral, we’d seen them 

all. When we see some of those colors and the beauty of what 

God has put down there, we can’t see enough of it. There are 

all different kinds and colors. We see a magnificent Creator 

who has a great, great creative ability to put things there for 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



15 

 

our beauty and our enjoyment. 

 

And here are these two stones. What is the “jasper stone”? 

Well let’s look at a little story. 

 

The high priest in the Old Testament, when he went into the 

temple of God on the Day of Atonement, he wore a 

breastplate. And on that breastplate he had twelve stones like 

this, representing the 12 tribes of the nation Israel. The jasper 

stone was the stone for the tribe of Reuben, the first one. And 

the sardius was the tribe of Benjamin—the last—the 

youngest. So that’s the first and the last and so it represents 

everything in between. That’s all Israel represented in these 

two stones. 

 

Now what does Reuben mean? Reuben means “behold, a son.”  

 

What does Benjamin mean? “Son of my right hand.”  

 

Jesus is the first-born. He is a Son. He is also the Son of my 

right hand. He intercedes for us as believers.  

 

So we can take things like this and use these and we can 

understand. Now the next thing he sees is a “(rainbow) 

around” this. It’s a total circle “around the throne” and it’s 

“like an emerald.” The emerald happens to be the tribe of 

Judah.  

 

Does that have any significance to us? It’s out of the tribe of 

Judah that Christ comes—fourth-born son of Jacob and Leah. 
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And there is the very, very representation of the tribe from 

which Christ is going to be born. 

 

Now this “rainbow” is very interesting. It goes all the way 

“around the throne” and he is impressed with the green color 

that he sees of a rainbow. 

 

Now when we see a rainbow, what do we think of? Well, some 

might say, “well I think of the New Age.”  

 

As a believer, what do we think of when we see a rainbow? We 

immediately think of God’s faithfulness, don’t we? Why?  

 

God said when Noah stepped off the ark He put a bow in the 

clouds to remind them that wasn’t going to happen again. It’s 

God saying, “I’m on the throne, I control the universe and I’m 

going to be faithful! My name is Faithful!” 

 

How much of the rainbow do we see? We only see half of it. 

Why? Because we’re living in time. Rainbows start—rainbows 

end.  

 

When we get into eternity, there ain’t no beginning and no 

end! And it’s in a circle. And when we look at that throne in 

eternity, we’re going to say, “God, You are faithful forever! 

Your name is Faithful! You’ve never been unfaithful!” 

Eternally, as we see the complete rainbow, He is faithful. 

 

Lamentations 3:22, 23 
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It’s of the Lord’s mercies we’re not consumed because his 

compassions fail not. They’re new every morning; great is thy 

faithfulness. 

 

Yes. We can count on it. No matter what we’re going through, 

God will always be characterized as being faithful. He’s on the 

throne. He is indeed. 

 

One of the things we’re going to see is that constant rainbow 

all the way around. God is still on the throne and He is 

faithful. 

 

It’s we who must change our perspective to understand that’s 

the way God really is. Isn’t that a neat, neat verse? Alright, 

verse 4. 

 

Now John is like a reporter on location. He’s picking up things 

here and there and as he reports, he sees more and more. 

 

v. 4 And around the throne there were twenty-four 

thrones; and upon t thrones twenty-four elders 

sitting, having been clothed in white garments and 

upon their heads golden crowns.  

 

“And around the throne there were twenty-four thrones; and 

upon those thrones twenty-four elders sitting, having been 

clothed in white garments and upon their heads golden 

crowns.” 

 

The “twenty-four elders” represent the church. The church has 
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elders. 

 

Some have said, “Well so did Israel have elders.” David 

charged elders. Don’t mix Israel and the church. We don’t do 

that when we get to prophecy or we really get into a mess.  

 

These “twenty-four thrones” represent the church triumphant. 

 

The reason is they’ve got “white garments.” The only people 

who have “white garments” are white garments which are the 

righteousness of Christ. The minute we come to Christ, we are 

robed perfectly white in his righteousness—clothed in His 

righteousness, faultless to stand before His throne. 

 

Isaiah 1:18 

 

“Come now and let us reason together,” saith the Lord. 

“Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 

snow.”  

 

Isaiah 64:6 

 

All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags… 

 

He gives us new garments. They have on white robes. But 

they’ve also got “crowns.” 

 

Now these “crowns” are not diadems. The Greek word uses 

“diadem” when it thinks about a king that wears a crown. 

These are stephanos. These are the crowns we win when we 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



19 

 

win the Boston marathon or we win the Olympics. It was an 

olive branch crown. It was something that was won by 

competition. It was something that was won by faithfulness. 

 

Now remember in the letters, we had the word “crown” appear 

twice? We talked about the “crown of life” and also about 

nobody taking our crown. That’s the very same word—

stephanos.  

 

As believers we are winning crowns. Paul said as he finishes 

his life: 

 

2 Timothy 4:8 

 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown (stephanos) of 

righteousness… 

 

So these “elders” represent the church of Jesus Christ already 

there in Glory. John sees them represented in these “twenty-

four thrones.” And we are going to rule and reign with Christ 

so that fits into the picture very, very beautifully as far as the 

future’s concerned. 

 

v. 5 And out from the throne there are proceeding 

flashes of lightning and sounds and crashes of 

thunder. And seven lamps of fire burning before 

the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God;  

 

“And out from the throne there are proceeding flashes of 

lightning and sounds and crashes of thunder. And seven 
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lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven 

Spirits of God;” 

 

Alright, when it thunders and it lightnings and it storms, 

what do we do? We get ready because we know it’s going to 

rain. And that’s all that’s happening.  

 

If we went to the “throne” now, we’d find it a “throne” of mercy 

and grace.  

 

Hebrews 4:16 

 

Let us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

We can go to the Lord and we can say, “Lord, I’ve really got a 

problem. I’ve got a burden I want to lay on You.” And He in 

grace will act on our behalf as a believer, to meet our needs, as 

we come to that throne of grace. 

 

But this tells us a storm is coming. That throne is going to 

change from a THRONE OF GRACE to a THRONE OF 

JUSTICE and JUDGMENT. And so when he sees that, he 

knows it’s coming, that’s all.  

 

“And seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are 

the seven Spirits of God;” 

 

We take that as the symbolism of the HOLY SPIRIT. 
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Back in chapter 1 we had those “seven Spirits” before the 

throne.  

 

Remember Isaiah 11:2 is the seven-fold ministry of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Now since the Holy Spirit is not incarnate—hasn’t taken on 

flesh like Jesus did—then how do we see the Holy Spirit? 

 

We see the Holy Spirit in His MINISTRY. In Acts 2 He comes 

in “cloven tongues of fire,” remember? That’s what they saw 

when the Spirit of God came in Acts 2. (see Acts 2:3). 

 

What did they see when Jesus was baptized? They saw a dove 

descending. He chose to take that as His means of 

manifestation. 

 

Isn’t it neat that around the throne He is always seen as 

“seven lamps”? Why? 

 

Because if we’re a Christian and we’re understanding this 

stuff, it’s because the Spirit of God dwells in us. And He’s the 

one who throws light on the sacred page. He helps us 

understand it. He helps us to be able to grasp it and to 

comprehend what’s being said. That’s His function! He 

lightens the path. He guides us into that truth! He instructs 

us, He teaches us, and He’s represented in these “lamps.” 

 

v. 6 and before the throne there was, as it were, a sea of 

glass like crystal; and in the midst of the throne 
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and encircling the throne, there were four living 

creatures full of eyes in front and behind.  

 

“and before the throne there was, as it were, a sea of glass like 

crystal; and in the midst of the throne and encircling the 

throne, there were four living creatures full of eyes in front 

and behind.” 

 

Now when we read that verse we were convinced that John 

went for Mexican food last night and then he got up and he 

wrote this the next morning. There’s a lot of stuff there that 

seems kind of weird. Let’s talk about it. 

 

“before the throne there was…a sea of…crystal;” 

 

Well, what’s a “sea” have in it? The sea’s got water, doesn’t it? 

We think “sea” and we say water. 

 

But now this is a “sea” that has turned to “crystal.” Why? 

 

This was a “sea” and this “sea” represents the Word of God. 

The Word of God is that which rushes and cleanses our lives.  

 

Remember, Jesus said to the disciples in the Upper Room: 

“You are clean through the word that I have spoken unto you” 

(see John 15:3) 

 

David says in Psalm 119:  

 

Psalm 119:9 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



23 

 

 

Wherewith all shall a young man cleanse his way? 

By taking heed thereto according to Thy word. 

 

Psalm 119:11 

 

Thy word have I hid in my heart; 

that I might not sin against Thee. 

 

And then in Ephesians 5 he says: 

 

Ephesians 5:6 

 

You have been cleansed by the washing of the water of the 

word. 

 

Okay, why did the water turn to “crystal”? Because we don’t 

need any more washing! We’re clean! We’re clothed in His 

righteousness! Sin is gone and the eternal water of the Word 

has been turned to “crystal” so we’ll stand on it for all eternity 

and remind us of what God has used with His Word—to 

cleanse us, to provide us the guide, the staff, the bread, the 

water that we might live life here effectively. And now it’s 

turned into “a sea of…crystal” and there it is before the 

throne. 

 

But now there’s one other thing here: “in the midst of the 

throne and encircling [it,]” there’s “four living creatures,” who 

have “eyes in front and behind.” 
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Now who are these “four creatures”? They are seraphim or 

cherubim.  

 

Every time anybody has a vision of God in the Bible, they see 

these angelic beings.  

 

In Isaiah 6, Isaiah sees these seraphim and they have six 

wings and they say exactly what these are saying: 

 

Isaiah 6:3 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty… 

 

So Isaiah 700 years before all this says the very same thing 

and he saw these angelic creatures. 

 

The Lord put a couple of them at the Garden of Eden to keep 

people from going back in there again. He also put a couple of 

them over the Mercy Seat on the Ark of the Covenant in 

golden form. And so they are very powerful angelic creatures 

who are protecting God’s holiness. That’s all. 

 

Now he describes them for us a little bit further—verse 7. 

 

v. 7 And the first creature was like a lion, and the 

second creature like a calf, and the third creature 

is having the face like that of a man, and the fourth 

creature was like an eagle when it is flying.  

 

“And the first creature was like a lion, and the second 
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creature”—notice the word “like”—“like a calf, and the third 

creature is having the face like that of a man, and the fourth 

creature was like an eagle when it is flying.” 

 

Okay we have four creatures here and they look “like” animals 

or like a man or like an eagle. He describes those. 

 

These angelic beings spend so much time with Him, they are 

like Him. They spend so much time with Him, they are like 

Him. Now what do we mean by that? 

 

The four Gospels describe Christ in these very same ways: 

 

In the Gospel of MATTHEW He is the KING, the LION. 

 

In MARK He’s the CALF. He’s a MINISTER who came not to 

be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His life for 

ransom for many. 

 

In LUKE He’s the PERFECT MAN. 

 

In JOHN He’s the SON OF GOD who came from the heavens 

to earth. 

 

How many of us are like that? Here’s the Tabernacle.  

 

When they were in the wilderness, whenever they set up 

camp, the Tabernacle would be in the middle, there’d be three 

tribes on the south, three tribes on the north, three tribes in 

the west, three tribes in the east. Each of those groups—
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clusters of three tribes—all had a flag. And so there were four 

flags that went through the wilderness, representing these 

tribes as they marched with the Tabernacle in the middle. 

 

It’s very interesting that the tribe of Judah had a flag with a 

lion on it and the tribe of Reuben had the man, Dan had the 

eagle, and Ephraim had the ox. And so here again we have a 

picture of some of the symbolism that John didn’t know 

anything about, but the Spirit of God did. And here is a 

picture of these creatures and they come out here now in the 

book of Revelation and he sees it. 

 

v. 8 And the four living creatures, each one of them 

having six wings, are full of eyes around and 

within; and they are not having rest day and night 

saying: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the 

Almighty, who was and who is and who is coming.”  

 

“And the four living creatures, each one of them having six 

wings,”—and that’s exactly what they had in Isaiah chapter 

6:2—“are full of eyes around and within;”—they see 

everything and they know everything—“and they are not 

having rest day and night saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 

God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is coming.”’ 

 

v. 9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and 

honor and thanks to the One who is sitting upon 

the throne, to Him who is living forever and ever,  

 

“And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
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thanks to the One who is sitting upon the throne, to Him who 

is living forever and ever,” 

 

v. 10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him 

who is sitting on the throne, and will worship Him 

who is living forever and ever, and will cast their 

crowns before the throne, saying:  

 

“the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who is 

sitting on the throne, and he will worship Him who is living 

forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, 

saying:” 

 

v. 11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive 

the glory and the honor and the power; because 

You created all things, and because of Your will 

they existed and were created.”  

 

‘“Worthy”—That word is going to occur FIVE TIMES in the 

remainder of the study. 

 

Have a cold heart toward God? Some feelings of distance? 

Want an instant cure? 

 

Kneel just say one thing. Just say, “Lord, You’re worthy.” 

 

It’ll be amazing the flood of His presence. 

 

He is worthy. He is sovereign. He is in control. And they’re 

singing: 
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“Worthy are You, Lord and our God, to receive the glory and 

the honor and the power; because”—WHAT?—“You created all 

things, and because of Your will they existed and were 

created.”’ 

 

Isn’t it neat? In heaven we’re not going to have any 

humanism. In heaven we aren’t going to have any evolution 

because the One on the Throne was big enough to create the 

whole thing and we don’t have to explain it to anybody! We’re 

only going to worship Him for what He created, instead of 

sitting around trying to figure out how in the world all this 

came into existence! 

 

We’re dumb and we’re naive because we believe that a 

Sovereign of the Universe put it all into existence. When we go 

snorkeling or scuba diving, we put our face into the sea, we 

see something so beautiful and so intricate we can’t believe it. 

 

They’re going to praise Him for creation. 

 

Now chapter 5—here we go. 

 

5:v. 1 And I saw upon the right hand of the One who is 

sitting on the throne a book which had been 

written inside and on the back, having been sealed 

shut with seven seals.  

 

“And I saw upon the right hand”—the vision’s getting bigger—

“of the One who is sitting on the throne a book which had been 
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written inside and on the back, having been sealed shut by 

seven seals.” 

 

Now he’s just going to add a few more things to the picture 

and then we’re going to end with the doxology here at the end 

of chapter 5 and that’s the way the study’s going to go. 

 

What is this “book”? This “book” we could call it “Paradise 

Lost and Paradise Regained” if we wanted to. That’d be kind 

of a good way to do it.  

 

In the Garden of Eden when they lost paradise, because of sin, 

God had to do something in order to reclaim it. And because of 

sin and because of what happened to the Garden of Eden, 

there are FOUR THINGS that are out of place. 

 

1. SATAN is out of place. He’s here as the god of this world 

and he belongs in the lake. 

 

2. CHRIST is out of place. He’s sitting at the right hand of 

the Father interceding for us and He is destined to rule and 

reign in an eternal Kingdom. 

 

3. YOU are out of place, if you’re a believer. You’re just 

passing through here. You’re a stranger, a pilgrim, a 

sojourner. Your eternal rest and your eternal home is up 

there. 

 

And then finally, of course, not only is Christ out of place: 
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4. ISRAEL is out of place. They belong back in their land. 

They’re going back, but they’re not there yet. Eventually 

they’ll be there. 

 

This “book” is the claim to be able to do that. And before the 

“book” can be opened, someone has to be worthy. 

 

Now we found a lot of people who are willing. Hitler tried and 

Genghis Khan tried it, and many have tried to be WILLING to 

do this, but we don’t have anybody who’s WORTHY. 

 

The focus of chapter 4 is on the FATHER.  

 

The focus of chapter 5 is on the SON. 

 

v. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud 

voice: “Who is worthy to open the book and to 

break its seals?”  

 

“And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice:”—

QUESTION—“‘Who is worthy to open the book and to break 

its seals?”’ 

 

v. 3 And no one was able in heaven, or on the earth, or 

under the earth to open the book or to be looking 

into it.  

 

“And no one was able in heaven, or on the earth, or under the 

earth to open the book or to be looking into it.” 
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In the book of Psalms it says: 

 

Psalm 49:7 

 

Nobody can redeem his brother 

or give to God a ransom for him— 

 

We can’t do it. We’re all guilty. We lost it in the garden. 

 

Romans 5:12 

 

Wherefore as by one man, sin entered into the world; and 

death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for all have 

sinned— 

 

We’re all in the same plight. There’s nobody who’s got a 

resume. There’s nobody who’s got credentials, who can step 

forward and say, “I can open that book that is laying there at 

the right of the throne.” 

 

Now look how John responds to this. 

 

Just think of the significance of John’s response.  

 

v. 4 And I was weeping greatly, because no one was 

found worthy to open the book, or to be looking 

into it;  

 

“And I was weeping greatly, because no one was found worthy 

to open the book, or to be looking into it;” 
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Weather-beaten old codger, exiled to the Isle of Patmos, 

faithful in his service for God over all these years, and he’s 

weeping greatly.  

 

Is it unusual to have somebody weeping in heaven? This is 

probably the first time. We’re going to learn that God wipes 

away all tears up there. There aren’t going to be any more of 

those. But now there are some as John weeps “greatly” over 

this. He is deeply concerned that nobody has been “worthy” to 

take the title deed from the devil and put it back where it 

rightly belongs and give us a redeemed society. 

 

Nobody has been able to say, “Here am I! I am worthy!” 

 

Now as we turn on in our study to verse 5, we’ll conclude it 

quickly.  

 

v. 5 and one of the elders is saying to me: “Stop 

weeping; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 

Root of David, gained the victory so as to open the 

book and its seven seals.”  

 

“and one of the elders is saying to me: ‘Stop weeping; behold, 

the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, gained the 

victory so as to open the book and its seals.”’ 

 

He is “the Lion of the tribe of Judah.” Out of the “tribe of 

Judah,” Bethlehem. And “the Root of David,” of the house and 

lineage of David, He “gained the victory.” 
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Remember in every one of those letters we studied it says, “He 

who is gaining the victory” is going to get this and this and 

this? Now here Jesus gains the victory. It cost Him His life to 

gain the victory. He had to die to gain it, but He did. 

 

“so as to open the book and its seals.” 

 

We’ve got somebody to handle it! 

 

v. 6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and the four 

living creatures and in the midst of the elders a 

Lamb standing as though it had been slain, having 

seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 

Spirits of God that have been sent out into all the 

earth.  

 

“And I saw in the midst of the throne and the four living 

creatures and in the midst of the elders a Lamb standing as 

though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 

which are the seven Spirits of God that have been sent out 

into all the world.” 

 

Of course the “eyes” and the “horns” speak of STRENGTH. It 

speaks of His omnipotence and of His omniscience. The “eyes” 

speak of His all-knowing—there’s a LAMB. 

 

Isn’t it amazing that we could have gone this far through the 

study and John hasn’t seen Jesus? Did we come to study to be 

satisfied prophetically or to check somebody out on their 
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eschatology? Or did we come to see Jesus? What was the 

motivation of our heart?  

 

Have we been all caught up in all of this? In all the drama of 

the world around us and we’ve forgotten that “where two or 

three are gathered together, there am I in the midst of them”? 

He’s here. 

 

Matthew 18:20 

 

Where two or three are gathered together, there am I in the 

midst of them. 

 

It’s so easy to get caught up in meetings and in programs and 

in schedules and in activities and in kids and in classes and 

soccer and this and that—and a jillion other things and forget 

who’s sitting here! Right in the midst of us—and John did too. 

He saw the throne, he saw the elders, he saw the living 

creatures and he saw the thunder and the lightning and 

everything else, but he forgot that in the midst is a Lamb. 

 

And the picture we have is a Lamb that is standing who has 

been slain. When somebody has been slain, we don’t come up 

on a scene of the crime and see a body standing, do we? We 

see a body laying. The significance of a Lamb standing that’s 

been slain is that He is the Resurrected Redeemer. He’s 

conquered death! 

 

And why does John say “slain”? Because He has in His body, 

the marks of what it cost Him for redemption. 
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We learn in Zechariah 12:10 that we’re going to look on him 

whom they have pierced. 

 

That experience of Thomas in the Upper Room is going to be 

the experience of every one of us as believers in Glory. We’re 

going to see the Lord on the street. He’s just going to show us 

His hand, reveal His side, to remind us constantly of what it 

cost Him for us to be there. That He loved us that much that 

He gave His life on our behalf. 

 

There He is “standing” there “in the midst.” Now this is the 

first time the word “Lamb” occurs in the book, but it’s not the 

last. We’re going to see the “Lamb” now at least 29 TIMES 

altogether in the rest of the book. He’s going to come on center 

stage. 

 

Now why is He “standing”? What’s He doing today? He’s 

sitting, isn’t He? He’s seated at the right hand of the Father, 

interceding for us. 

 

There’s no more need to intercede for us because we’re all 

there so He’s standing now. The only place we see Him 

standing is in Acts 7 when Stephen is being stoned as a 

martyr. He says: 

 

Acts 7:56 

 

I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of the Father. 
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When Christians go home, He stands from the seat of 

intercession to welcome us home. And Stephen experienced 

that at the very moment that he was dying from the pelting of 

the stones. Jesus rose to welcome this saint home after paying 

the price by giving his life as a martyr for the cause of Christ. 

Now He’s seated. But now He’s “standing”—intercessory 

ministry is past! We’re there with Him and He is “in the midst 

of the throne.” 

 

v. 7 And He came, and He has taken it (the book) out of 

the right hand of Him who is sitting on the throne.  

 

“And He came, and He took it (the book) out of the right hand 

of Him who is sitting on the throne.” 

 

v. 8 And when He took the book, the four living 

creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 

before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and 

golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 

of the saints.  

 

“And when He took the book, the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one 

holding a harp”—that’s how we praise with songs—“and 

golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints.” 

 

Now what kind of prayers do we pray in heaven? Well what 

kind of prayers did we pray today? We prayed prayers of: 
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CONFESSION—Didn’t we say, “Lord I shouldn’t have 

thought that” or “Lord I shouldn’t have done that.” We confess 

our sin to the Lord when we pray. 

 

Okay, we pray other prayers. We pray prayers of: 

 

INTERCESSION for each other.  

 

We pray in intercession for each other. 

 

But then we also WORSHIP the Lord, don’t we?  

 

Well, when we get to heaven there isn’t going to be any sin so 

we don’t have to confess any of that. And there aren’t going to 

be any needs so we don’t have to pray for that. So all we have 

left to do is to worship Him! And that’s what He wants us to 

do!  

 

So the prayer and the praise “of the saints” is worship and 

adoration of the Lord Jesus. 

 

Now look at verse 9. Talk about a great service of praise. 

 

v. 9 And they are singing a new song, saying: “You are 

worthy to take the book and to open its seals; 

because You were slain and You purchased for God 

with Your blood (men) from every tribe and 

language and people and nation.  
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“And they are singing a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy”—

there it is—“to take the book and to open its seals; because 

You were slain and”—what did He do?—“You purchased for 

God with Your blood (men) from every tribe and language and 

people and nation.” 

 

Now maybe we’re here theologically and of liberal persuasion, 

that we don’t talk about the blood of Christ. The Bible does. 

Tells us that because of the blood of Jesus Christ, He 

purchased mankind by shedding His blood on Calvary’s Cross. 

He paid and satisfied the just claims of God upon the throne 

so that He can justify the sinner and declare us righteous in 

His sight by what He did in the shedding of His blood. 

 

That’s a “new song” in heaven by the way! Angles had never 

sung that.  

 

Holy, holy, holy 

 Is what the angels sang, 

And I expect to help them 

 Make the courts of heaven ring. 

 

But when I sing redemption’s story 

 Angels will fold their wings, 

For angels never felt the joy 

 That our salvation brings. 

(source unknown) 

 

It’s going to be joy to us to sing this new song in heaven, 

because we’re new folks there! We’re there because of the 
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resume and the credentials of someone else who purchased us 

by His own blood on Calvary’s Cross. 

 

Have you personally appropriated Jesus Christ to your own 

life? Have you taken what God has provided in the Lord 

Jesus? 

 

We’ll never get into heaven by ourselves. There’s only one card 

and He’s standing at the door. Jesus said, “I’m the way, the 

truth and the life. No man comes to the Father but by Me.” 

(see John 14:6) 

 

We can take Him by the arm. He purchased us on Calvary’s 

Cross and He can walk us right through because He’s the Son 

of God. He is the Lamb. He’s worthy to take the book. 

 

Now all that ends is a fabulous, fabulous manifestation of 

worship because He’s there.  

 

v. 10 And You made them to be a kingdom and priests 

to our God; and they shall reign on the earth.”  

 

“And You made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; 

and they shall reign on the earth.”’ 

 

v. 11 And I saw, and I heard a voice of many angels 

around the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders; and the number of them was (countless 

thousands) myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands;  
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“And I saw, and I heard a voice of many angels around the 

throne”—he just can’t believe what he’s hearing—“and the 

living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was 

(countless thousands) myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands;”—he can’t even put it on a computer to tell us how 

many there are. 

 

v. 12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who 

has been slain to receive power and riches and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing.”  

 

“saying with a loud voice: ‘Worthy is the Lamb who has been 

slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and 

honor and glory and blessing.”’—joining into their praise 

 

v. 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and 

on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, 

and all the things that are in them, I heard saying: 

“To Him who is sitting upon the throne, and to the 

Lamb, be the blessing and the honor and the glory 

and the power forever and forever.”  

 

“And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth 

and under the earth and on the sea, and all the things that 

are in them, I heard saying: ‘To Him who is sitting upon the 

throne, and to the Lamb, be the blessing and the honor and 

the glory and the power forever and ever.”’ 
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v. 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” 

And the elders fell down and worshiped.  

 

“And the four living creatures kept saying, ‘Amen.’ And the 

elders fell down and worshiped.” 

 

And that’s where God wants us—on our faces before Him. 

 

With the New Age movement, we’re going to get deceived if we 

believe this stuff about peace in the world and about the New 

Age that’s coming when we’re all going to love each other.  

 

This is real! When we see a mighty movement of the Spirit, 

where there is oneness—total oneness—lost in the worship of 

a sovereign God.  

 

Randall Baer is the one who wrote the nightmare of the New 

Age and he describes what it’s like to be in it behind the 

scenes. He says: 

 

(Inside the New Age Nightmare by Randall N. Baer) 

 

 Very soon, as the new kid on the block, I found out quite 

the contrary. There is incredible cutthroat competition, back 

stabbing, rumor-creating, and just plain meanness behind the 

scenes. Also, many leaders employ magic, psychic abilities, 

channeled demonic forces, and other tricks of the occult trade 

to attack and undermine their competitors. Rather than being 

an association of colleagues demonstrating a model of 

enlightened cooperation for others to emulate, all too many act 
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[like a bunch of hypocrites.] 

p. 138  

 

And that’s the picture. Don’t get caught up in that, just 

because we think it’s a mighty world movement of peace and 

oneness and we’re all going to think the same thing and love. 

That’s the devil’s counterfeit and they’re divided and it’ll ruin 

us. 

 

These are the lesson we got out of our passage: 

 

Lesson #1: With John we beheld the Father’s throne. 

 

Lesson #2: The church is pictured as being in heaven by the 

twenty-four elders. 

 

Lesson #3: Worship and praise of the Lamb fill the courts of 

heaven. 

 

Lesson #4: Jesus Christ is both the Lion and the Lamb. 

 

He’s the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He is the reigning one. 

And He’s the Lamb, He’s the Redeemer. He is both the Lion 

and the Lamb. 

 

Lesson #5: Jesus Christ is the focal point of redemption and of 

judgment. 

 

Lesson #6: The marks of Calvary will serve as a constant 

reminder throughout eternity of the price He paid. 
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Lesson #7: A day is coming when every knee shall bow and 

every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 

glory of God the Father. 

 

Philippians 2:9-11 

 

Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Tim Stafford in his book Knowing the Face of God says this: 

 

(Knowing the Face of God: Deepening Your Personal 

Relationship with God by Tim Stafford) 

 

 If God does not yet show himself in full radiant glory, it 

must be because in his exquisite timing he has other plans for 

the human drama before he comes finally into it and, [He 

comes to] judges it. The author never comes onstage in the 

second act; he waits for the curtain call at the end of the play. 

How much more this applies in God’s case, for he has serious 

and redemptive intentions in this human drama.  

pp. 248-49  

 

Ruth Harms Calkin, in a little poetic piece called “Never Too 

Late,” says: 

 

(Lord, Don’t You Love Me Anymore? by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

Sometimes, dear Lord  
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You work so slowly!  

 

[And she thought she heard the Lord say:] 

 

Tell Me, dear child  

Have I ever been too late?  

p. 78  

 

He’ll be right on schedule and we need to be ready to meet 

Him face-to-face. 

 

Father, we rejoice in Your goodness. We’ve sensed that the 

Son has been here—His presence is with us. Thank You too 

that You’re on the throne. That really brings a lot of comfort to 

know that when the wheels come off and the wagon turns over 

and things get difficult here, that You’re on the throne still 

calling the shots and we praise You for that. Thank You that 

nothing ever takes You by surprise and that You can mold 

everything that happens in our lives into something which is 

beautiful and good. Thank You for each other, the love we feel 

for one another. We pray that oneness will be expressed in a 

pinion of praise to You, that You really are worthy. That we 

can glorify and honor You in preparation for the day when 

we’re going to be able to sing with the angelic choirs, “You 

alone are worthy.” In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



45 

 

A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Nine The Throne and the Book – 

Revelation 4:1-5:14       NOTES 

 
v. 1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door had been 

opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard, like the sound 

of a trumpet speaking with me, saying: “Come up here, and I will 

show you what must take place after these things.” 

v. 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was 

standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. 

v. 3 And He who was sitting was in appearance like a jasper stone 

and a sardius; and a halo (rainbow) around the throne, like an 

emerald in appearance. 

v. 4 And around the throne there were twenty-four thrones; and 

upon the thrones twenty-four elders sitting, having been clothed in 

white garments and upon their heads golden crowns. 

v. 5 And out from the throne there are proceeding flashes of 

lightning and sounds and crashes of thunder. And seven lamps of 

fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 

v. 6 and before the throne there was, as it were, a sea of glass like 

crystal; and in the midst of the throne and encircling the throne, 

there were four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. 

v. 7 And the first creature was like a lion, and the second creature 

like a calf, and the third creature is having the face like that of a 

man, and the fourth creature was like an eagle when it is flying. 

v. 8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six 

wings, are full of eyes around and within; and they are not having 

rest day and night saying: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the 

Almighty, who was and who is and who is coming.” 

v. 9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 

thanks to the One who is sitting upon the throne, to Him who is 

living forever and ever, 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who is 

sitting on the throne, and will worship Him who is living forever 

and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 

v. 11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory 

and the honor and the power; because You created all things, and 

because of Your will they existed and were created.” 

5:v. 1 And I saw upon the right hand of the One who is sitting on 

the throne a book which had been written inside and on the back, 

having been sealed shut with seven seals. 

v. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice: “Who 

is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?” 

v. 3 And no one was able in heaven, or on the earth, or under the 

earth to open the book or to be looking into it. 

v. 4 And I was weeping greatly, because no one was found worthy 

to open the book, or to be looking into it; 

v. 5 and one of the elders is saying to me: “Stop weeping; behold, 

the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, gained the victory 

so as to open the book and its seven seals.” 

v. 6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and the four living 

creatures and in the midst of the elders a Lamb standing as 

though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 

which are the seven Spirits of God that have been sent out into all 

the earth. 

v. 7 And He came, and He has taken it (the book) out of the right 

hand of Him who is sitting on the throne. 

v. 8 And when He took the book, the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a 

harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints. 

v. 9 And they are singing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to 

take the book and to open its seals; because You were slain and 

You purchased for God with Your blood (men) from every tribe and 

language and people and nation. 

v. 10 And You made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; 

and they shall reign on the earth.” 

v. 11 And I saw, and I heard a voice of many angels around the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of 

them was (countless thousands) myriads of myriads and 

thousands of thousands; 

v. 12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who has been 

slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor 

and glory and blessing.” 
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            NOTES 
v. 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth 

and under the earth and on the sea, and all the things that are in 

them, I heard saying: “To Him who is sitting upon the throne, and 

to the Lamb, be the blessing and the honor and the glory and the 

power forever and forever.” 

v. 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the 

elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 4:1-5:14 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe in your own words the vision that John has in 

verses 2-5. 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the message of the four living creatures, according 

to verse 8? 
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4. What is the response of the twenty-four elders in  

verses 10 & 11? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the problem in chapter 5:3? 

 

 

 

 

6. Who do you think the writer is speaking about in verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is the new song that is sung in verses 9 & 10? 

 

 

 

 

8. Describe the picture in verses 11-14. 
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

 

LESSON #1: With John we beheld the Father’s throne. 

 

LESSON #2: The church is pictured as being in heaven by the 

twenty-four elders around the throne. 

 

LESSON #3: Worship and praise of the Lamb fill the courts of 

heaven. 

 

LESSON #4: Jesus Christ is both the Lion and the Lamb. 

 

LESSON #5: Jesus Christ is the focal point of redemption and 

of judgment. 
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LESSON #6: The marks of Calvary will serve as a constant 

reminder to us throughout eternity of the price of our 

redemption. 

 

LESSON #7: A day is coming when every knee shall bow and 

every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 

glory of God the Father. 
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