) STUDY NUMBER THREE - Matthew 5:17-20

TEXT:

v.1l7 Do not think that I came to abolish the Law
or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to
fulfill.
v.18 For truly I am saying to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not one smallest letter nor smallest
letter-marking shall pass away from the law, until
all is accomplished.
v.19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of Ha b Dé
these commandments and shall teach men so, shall be Pfj dpay X
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever - =7 ‘
" shall do and teach them, this one shall be called ““ﬂ*ﬁhm Go-then
quﬁg cﬁﬂ@reat in the kingdom of heaven. G )
X *pv v.20 For I am saying to you that unless your righteousness i_', ’
C)éw“@ﬂ . surpasses that of the scribes and Pharlsees, you shall i
X not enter the kingdom of heaven.
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INTRODUCTION:

‘) In study number one we learned about what a Christian is.
In study number two we learned about what a Christian does.

AgG Now in Study number three we are going to talk about the
‘\D"’ F¢ 5~|~I' Christian's relationship to the Law and the prophets.
I
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v.19 iWhoever therefore breaks one of the least of these

commandments and shall teach n_so
N called least in the kingdom of heaven: bu ho-

ever shall do and teach the hi

called great in the Kingdom.of heaven.

Stuart Briscoe says, " d dig a8 princinla

of behavior for those who are in the kin . Jesus says
that if you as a Christian in the kingdom are going to

be disobedient in the least area of the moral law and teach
people either by your words or actions that they can deny
the moral law with impunity, you will be th least in the
klngdom. We have an equatlon here: D P e

'Chrlstlan

G. Campbell Morgan points out, "Wh hall
teach them'. The only power of teaching is that of the
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1//’V& they shall see God."
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Ezra 7:10 "For Ezra had devoted himself to the study
and observance of the law of the Lord and to teaching its
decrees and laws in Israel."

Here Jesus puts things in proper perspective. First of

all, ~you practice before you preach. You do_ before you -
wd he who allows his™conduct andwlrs-oreed tos

g@“togetheé, thls one shall be called great in the king-
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Lenski points out, "

ﬁ]] ;hg gggﬁ ﬂg a;g gplg £o QQI ﬂg are to humble og;
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pride and would bring us to the knowledge of our unclean

wicked hearts and.sinful nature; and.thus.lead.us.to.hops

Isaiah 64:6 "All of us have become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags. We all
shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind, our sins sweep

us away." ;
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Matt. 5:8 "Blessed are those who are pure in heart, for Dyiveys
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Luke 16:15 "He said to them, You are the ones who
justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God

$} knows your hearts. What is highly valued among

A o

men is detestable in God's sight."

Matt. 23:25 "Woe to you teachers of the Law and Phari-
sees, you hypocrites. You clean the outside of the cup
and dish but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence."

@ 6‘&55:4 Ave. —te\l- Poor Vi '591 Tme 10 The Towed
@ f ‘Um_l’t%.} Mowvrmr - . No l‘loFE .




Gal.3:13 Sehel master +u X .. .

14
J. Vernon McGee points out, "It is very important to see his

l\\c
04? point right here. /Al
i : )
TSRO SSID]C R QUL QRS L Lo LS s die Deed Christ Lo,

¥y, e : :
IR AouibelQleliSaes Phil.31 AL loss For

dﬂ&’ -y
9 ° . . . § o i :
.l ‘\> Youngling in his thesis "Principles of Personal Discipleship
Q' in the Sermon on the Mount" says, "This is a true source
of encouragement for the disciple of today. Benhaffexr
X

\ \)’9#5 Lt i Py ] T
' \db\‘ ¢,+’ is already there, _the righteousness of Jesus which subz
Y’ _~ mits to the cross because that s vhat the law.demands..
LSs.therefore, not a duty owed but a.
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\0 The righteousness

Romans 1:16,17 "I am not ashamed of the gospel because
it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who

first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For

"’rggieves,
n the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a
e righteousness that is by faith from first to last; just
as it is written, The just shall live by faith."
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Romans 3:10 "As it is written, There is no one righteous,
no, not even one."

QNN%Romans 3:21ff "But now a righteousness from God apart
NG from the law has been made known to which the law and

é¢ A the prophets testlfy This righteousness from God comes
Qﬂﬂ- _+ through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe . There

is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of

Xd,%? ¥the glory of God and are justified freely by his grace

" ?¢ﬁw through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus."
\~

\ﬂﬁ
eﬁzgﬁﬁ?\,/ Romans 4:3 "What does the Scripture say? Abraham believed

\wc h\lGod and it was credited to him as righteousness."”
?(MJ .,Se' o .
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g \'\‘/ Boice points out, "desus..words.were all so difficult
é? @ o_accept becs e _he was not saving that in order for
e / 3. man O__Je Q. neaven nhe mu nave d ight ilgner
b degree of the same kind of righteog ne h3 he he
and_Fharisces.had been accumulating, The first part of
the sermon should have dispelled any thought of that.

He was saying that if a man was to get to heaven, he must
\ somehow have a different and better righteousness than
4 these men were showing, and this meant that kg muqf +1tn

lation of the New Testament makes this a

_y by saying, 'Bewulutelduyouw that your goodness must be !‘

a far better thing than the goodness of the scribes and

W> Pharisees before you can set foot into the kingdom of
heaven at all.'"
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believe or are vou still among those w //’_‘_"

P‘w That Jds.what salvation is all about. JIs.that what you _lo eut

are_going

you need to learn that Wﬁd&
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Aeldefobine accunulating things that vou think e
%{V/ toearn heaven for vou If you are doing the latter, Qoﬂ\f‘

: h : You need to recognize
\00’ the 1mperfect10ns of thlS righteousness and accept the

¥
VJ) and as a result, have written their recognition of this

s}gﬂe} truth in a number of their hymns. ©One of the great hymns Lt

says, 'Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to thy cross
I cling. Naked come to thee for dress, helpless loock
to thee for grace. Foul I to thy fountain fly. Wash
me, Savior, or I die. Rock of Ages cleft for me, let
me hide myself in theeJs' If you will pray that prayer,
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righteousness of God. Christians have always known thls,"N\aja
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\ple, whether Jews or Gentiles,
ye under the power of sin. 10As |
he Scriptures say,

“No one is good—

not even one.

it No one has real understanding;

no one is seeking God.

i2 All have turned away from
God;

all have gone wrong.
No one does good,
not even one.” *
13 “Their talk is foul, like the
stench from an open
ave.
Their speech is filled with
lies.”

“The poison of a deadly
snake drips from their
lips.”*

14 “Their mouths are full of
cursing and bitterness.”*

15 “They are quick to commit
murder.

16 Wherever they go, destruc-
tion and misery follow
them.

17 They do not know what true
peace is.”*

18 “They have no fear of God
to restrain them.”*

190bviously, the law applies to

those to whom it was given, for

its purpose is to keep people from
having excuses and to bring the
entire world into judgment be-
fore God. 20For no one can ever
be made right in God's sight by
doing what his law commands.
For the more we know God’s law,
the clearer it becomes that we

. aren’t obeying it.

Christ Took Our Punishment
21But now God has shown us a
different way of being right in his
sight—not by obeying the law but
by the way promised in the
Scriptures long ago. 2We are
made right in God’s sight when
we trust in Jesus Christ to take
away our sins. And we all can be
saved in this same way, no matter
who we are or what we have done.
23For all have sinned; all fall

| short of God's glorious standard.

24Yet now God in his gracious
kindness declares us not guilty.
He has done this through Christ
Jesus, who has freed us by taking
away our sins. 25For God sent
Jesus to take the punishment for
our sins and to satisfy God’s an-
ger against us. We are made right
with God when we believe that
Jesus shed his blood, sacrificing
his life for us. God was being en-
tirely fair and just when he did

3:10-12 Pss 14:1-3; 53:1-3. 3:13 Pss 5:9; 140:3. 3:14 Ps 10:7. 3:15-17 Isa 59:7-8. 3:18 Ps 306:1.
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city came to him repeatedly, ap-
pealing for justice against some-
one who had harmed her 4The
judge ignored her for 4 while, but

eventually she wore him oyt, |

fear neither God nor man,” he
said to himself, 5'but this woman
is driving me crazy. I'm going to
see that she gets justice, because

: : . I
she is wearing me oyt with her

constant requests!’”

SThen the Lord sajd, “Learn a
lesson from this evi] judge. 7Even
he rendered a just decision in the
end, so don't you think God will
surely give justice to his chosen |
people who plead with him day
and night? Wil] he keep putting
them off? 8] te]] you, he will grant
justice to them quickly! But when |
I, the Son of Man, return, how |
many will I find who have faith "

Story of the Pharisee 1"
and Tax Collector |
?Then Jesus told this story to some |
who had great self-confidence and |
scorned everyone else: 10"Two /
fen went to the Temple to pray. |
One was a Pharisee, and the other |
was a dishonest tax collector, |
""The proud Pharigee stood by l\'
himself and Prayed this prayer: J
thank you, God, that am not a |
sinner like everyone else, espe- |

cially like that tax collector over | life?”

 Jesus this question: “Good teach-

| there! For I never cheat, I gy,
| sin, I don't commit adultery, 1z |
' fast twice a week, and | give yoy ;
' tenth of my income”
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13”But the tax collector stoqg i
at a distance and dared not even =)
lift his eyes to heaven ag fp |,
prayed. Instead, he beat hig chest - |f
in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, he
- merciful to me, for I am a sinner’ |
I tell you, this sinner, not the |y
' Pharisee, returned home justified
- before God. For the proud will be |

humbled, but the humble will be |}
| honored.” ]

Jesus Blesses the Children I
"*One day some parents brought “|{
their little children to Jesus so he- v
could touch them and bless
them, but the disciples told them' !t
not to bother him. 16Then Jesus |}
called for the children and saidto. | ¢
the disciples, “Let the children | f
come to me. Don't stop them!= |
For the Kingdom of God belongs- i t
to such as these. 17T assure you,
anyone who doesn’t have theirs o
kind of faith will never get Into — < ¢
the Kingdom of God.”

The Rich Man
'80nce a religious leader asked

er, what should I do 1o get eternal

e |




CONCLUSION :

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from these

Yerses?

LESSON #1: Christ came to fulfill the 13w and the prophets.
LESSON #2: Not one word will pass away unfulfilled.

LESSON #3: We are to be doing before we are teaching
the Scripture.

LESSON #4: There is a righteousness by faith available
in Jesus Christ that exceeds the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees.

William P. Barker in his book Kings in Shirtsleeves tells

the following story: “In.March, 1260, an carithguake ob_
Literated the citv of Adgadir, Morgocco. Yisiting at the
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T ] ] 3 Al kit
Seligbek. chesly. Nords

el Qf.encouragement?2 No, . Sio Ma;tjn
Leeded none of these I%ﬁ;ﬁddeaﬁtd,n. got, dgml- jm:glﬁhal

at . Makassar in _the (‘mlﬁhgﬁ a fgﬂ vears adqo, T was ﬂg;
byealittle Malay boy who carried a bamboo cage containing




tiny.monkeys.about six _inches high, perfect little crea-
tures.and very cute The bov trailed e ﬁaxjngl 'ﬁ“x
aonkey,. mister? One dollar, —Buv a mopkev . mister?'
nk and walked along. The boy followed
h leaded, 'Buy a monkey mister?
R S AR ST TS
Seventv—-five cents.' And fjnallv. ﬁiiﬁ&dﬂﬁﬁ:h..ﬂﬂﬁh—.
wissionary.who. had. met me at the ship explained that we
1

a_tip and he
xent away..happy. Ihe missionary. then told me how those
monkeys are caught. There is a gourd that grows long
like a string bean. And upon reaching its full length,
begins to swell. When the gourd is in the string bean
state, a boy ties a cord around half of it so that half
stops growing. The other half continues to swell. And
thus a narrow-necked bottle is formed. Then the boy cuts
off the gourd, hollows it out, drops in a couple of handfuls
af.rice-and-ties-the..gourd-to a -tree. The monkey smells
the..rice-and .thrusts.-in his.paw.to grab it but cannot.
pull his paw out. If he would drop the rice, he could
get away. But so long as he holds on to the food, his
paw acts like a cork in reverse. He is a prisoner of

his own greed. Although the animal chatters, pulls and
tugs, he .still helds on to the rice and the boy slips

a bamboo cage around him, then breaks the gourd. The
monkey eats the rice and is sold down the river. That
is the picture of many.people.who have. their hands full
of sin, full of themselves. God says, I will give you
salvation to take you into heaven if you will admit that
you have your. paw full of something; and if you will drop
it, admit.that you are less than perfect, that you are
the sinner that I say you are. Unless you open your hand
and drop what you are clutching, I cannot give you my
righteousness in Jesus Christ."

that.righteousness.which only. he. can. bring.dswell-expressed
in the song. by Catesby Paged.:

Q what a. word is this.
Ihiﬁ this indeed is peace.
SO D el SQ O LV DEAL L0 God,

T cannot nearer h@.
el oS A Al DSl IE -

So.dedke...So. ey dear to God,
More. dear.l.cannot be.

Such is His love to me.
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