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SERMON ON THE MOUNT 

Matthew 5-7 

“The King’s Inaugural Address” 

Study Number Six – Matthew 6:19-34 

The key thought to the Sermon on the Mount, since this is His 

first address, is that He came to provide a righteousness 

which is going to make it possible for people to go to heaven.  

His righteousness is different from self-righteousness. 

A self-righteous person is always public. 

A self-righteous person is always performance oriented. 

A self-righteous person has a tendency to be very critical of 

others. 

Christ’s righteousness is just the opposite. 

Christ’s righteousness is what we are inside, because of what 

He’s done in our life. We’re a new creation in Christ. We’ve 

experienced the new birth. 

Christ’s righteousness is not only private, but Christ’s 
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righteousness is always very real. It’s the person from the 

inside coming out. 

 

Proverbs 23:7 

 

As a man thinks in his heart, so is he. 

 

And so Christ starts His sermon with the BE-attitudes, not 

the DO-attitudes. He says this is what we are. These are the 

kind of people that are going to be in heaven. When we have 

real righteousness, we’re poor in spirit, we realize that we 

don’t have righteousness in ourselves. We mourn over that. 

 

Isaiah would say: 

 

Isaiah 6:5 

 

Woe is me, for I’m undone. I’m a man of unclean lips. 

 

Paul, in one of the most spiritual times in his life, said: 

 

Romans 7:24 

 

O wretched man that I am. Who’ll deliver me from the body of 

this death? 

 

We never hear a self-righteous person ever talking like that. 

That’s a person who really knows what it is to walk with God, 

who is close enough to God to see his own sinfulness, and who 

is aware of the fact that there’s no hope for him apart from a 
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relationship to Christ. 

 

And then you see Christ go on to say that a person has to be 

meek or gentle, unassuming enough to receive this 

righteousness. Then He says we have to hunger and thirst for 

it, and then when we become a person who has that quality of 

righteousness in our life, we’re merciful in action. We’re pure 

in heart, we’re a peace-maker.  

 

And we’re going to be persecuted because the world always 

persecutes that which does not conform to it. And this 

righteousness certainly doesn’t. 

 

Then He says, “I want you to be this way so that to the society 

around you, you can be salt and you can be light, so that they 

can see it and they too would long to have that same quality of 

life.” 

 

Then He talked in study number three on the fact that He did 

not come to destroy the Law, He came to fulfill it. Then He 

said, “Unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of 

these scribes and Pharisees who are sitting here, who are 

performance-oriented in keeping the Law like crazy, you’ll not 

get into heaven.  

 

And then to define that, the next study he took six 

illustrations of the Law, remember? He started with the “thou 

shall not kill,” and He said if we’re angry, we’re guilty of 

murder. And then He went to “thou shall not commit 

adultery,” and He said to have desire in our heart is to have 
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committed the act. 

 

Then He went on to divorce and false vows and the law of 

retribution of an eye for an eye, tooth for tooth. And then He 

said finally, “My kind of righteousness knows how to love even 

its enemies.” And that’s the way He ended chapter 5. 

 

That led us to Matthew 6. And in chapter 6 He showed how 

self-righteousness acts when it comes to the private 

disciplines of our lives and when we learn to walk with God. 

 

And basically He hit three areas. He hit giving, praying, and 

fasting. He said giving is a private matter and when we go 

public, we’ve lost our reward. Praying is the same way. If 

we’re going to pray in the synagogue and on the street corner, 

instead of in our closet, we will lose our reward. Fasting is the 

same way. We shouldn’t even let people know we are fasting.  

 

And He showed how the Pharisees do. When they give, they 

blow the trumpet and throw a penny in the collection plate. 

And when they pray they do it on the street corners and in the 

synagogues. And when they fast they screw up their face and 

look like they’ve been baptized in vinegar, like they just are in 

real pain and they want everybody to know that they’re really 

sacrificing something for God. So it’s a public demonstration 

to them. 

 

The Lord said in all three of these, we lose our reward when 

we go public on stuff like that.  
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Now where does verse 19 to 34 fit into this? What He’s going 

to talk about now are our HORIZONTAL PRIORITIES.  

 

This is the VERTICAL DISCIPLINE. This is how self-

righteousness acts on this level. Now let’s see how self-

righteousness acts here.  

 

And there are two areas that are going to be so convicting. 

We’re going to talk about WEALTH and about WORRY. Those 

are the two big things. 

 

And basically, we’re asking ourselves the questions: 

 

What are my priorities now that I know what the Lord has 

done in providing this kind of righteousness? 

 

What should my attitude be toward these problems of wealth 

and worry? 

 

The self-righteous person never gets over wealth and worry. A 

self-righteous person always wants to have more and he 

always worries about having enough. 

 

Sometimes even Christians who are walking with the Lord 

have a problem with wealth and worry. It’s incredible. So 

many people have some of those problems. 

 

Now what we’re going to do is take a verse at a time and it 

will fall out of the text. He starts with WEALTH first, in verse 

19, and with a NEGATIVE COMMAND right out of the box.  
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I. WEALTH—verses 19-21 

 

v. 19 Stop accumulating treasures for yourselves upon 

the earth, where moth and rust are destroying, and 

where thieves are breaking in and stealing. 

 

“Stop accumulating treasures for yourselves upon the earth, 

where moth and rust are destroying, and where thieves are 

breaking in and stealing.” 

 

Now it’s altogether fitting that when He begins to talk about 

priorities He’s already talked about giving, hasn’t He? In our 

last study we talk about the matter of giving, that we’re not 

under bondage to the tithe.  

 

Giving is a private matter. “Every man according as he 

purposes in his heart, so let him give.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 9:7) 

 

And we shouldn’t do a disservice to young believers by putting 

them on a guilt trip about giving. That’s something the Lord 

teaches a young believer. And he learns the joy of giving and 

seeing the Lord bless and prosper as a result of his giving. 

 

We need to teach it, but we do not need to immediately take a 

Christian and put them on a guilt trip. We want to give them 

the freedom to walk with God and learn private stewardship. 

 

Now when it comes to the matter of money, on the other side 

of things, real righteousness is not going to be “accumulating 
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treasures upon earth for yourselves, where moth and rust are 

destroying, and where thieves are breaking in and stealing.” 

 

Ecclesiastes says, “Wealth which is horded does harm to its 

owner.” (ref. Ecclesiastes 5:13) 

 

Now it is much more wonderful to give while we’re alive than 

to have it contested after we die. And basically that’s the 

principle that’s involved here.  

 

Now does that mean that we’re not supposed to take out any 

insurance programs? Or we’re not supposed to have any 

retirement plans or anything of the sort? That doesn’t have 

anything to do with it.  

 

That’s a stewardship and responsibility that every man faces. 

The problem is greed. It’s a problem of never having enough, 

trying to accumulate more and more material things. And 

there’s a danger in that. 

 

Remember when the Lord gave definite instructions to the 

children of Israel with regard to the manna? He said, “Go out 

and get enough for today and then go out and get enough for 

tomorrow. And on Friday, get enough for Friday and 

Saturday.” Some people just flat don’t learn. They went out 

the first day and some of them gathered a whole bunch of it—

too much. And what happened to it? Got worms in it. 

 

And basically that’s what the Lord is saying. He says it’s 

ridiculous to save and to try to accumulate more and more. 
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What are we telling the Lord? We’re telling the Lord, “I’ve got 

to accumulate all this just in case You fail someday to come 

through for me.” 

 

And so our attitude is really an attitude of looking toward the 

Lord and having to do this for His sake. 

 

Now what does it mean “rust?” What does it mean “thieves 

break in and steal?” 

 

The answer to that is that we’re going to get older. The 

answer to that is that time is slipping away with botched up 

priorities and that’s a thief. We’re losing time. 

 

Money can cause health problems, when it’s accumulated. So 

we’re losing length of life. We’re losing enjoyment.  

 

Another tremendous price that we’re seeing is the price of 

human relationships, because it’s a dog-eat-dog world when 

we get to messing around with this stuff.  

 

We often think that when people reach a certain level of 

materialism, they are satisfied and they go ahead and enjoy 

life.  

 

Those guys have got more greed for more than the guy down 

here who doesn’t have much and he’s struggling like crazy to 

get it. And there’s greed on both ends of it. They’re just 

clawing for it. And they would rather do that than to develop 

intimate, meaningful, close relationships with the Lord, with 
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their family and with their friends. 

 

The Lord has a reason for saying this. If we’re satisfied with 

the greatest treasure in all the world—and that’s the 

righteousness of Christ—then we’re going to be satisfied with 

what the Lord is able to bless us with and provide for us to 

take care of us materially. 

 

And that doesn’t mean that we’re irresponsible. That means 

we are the best of stewards, with regard to what He has 

granted to us. 

 

Now the areas of life where we’re really going to get tested in 

will be in the areas of: 

 

1. TIME, 

 

2. MONEY, 

 

3. MARRIAGE, and 

 

4. FAMILY. 

 

That’s at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  

 

When we come to priorities, we can’t let this one thing be top 

priority in our lives without bringing detriment to every other 

area of our lives. And so He says, “Stop accumulating” this 

because it’s only a temporary thing. 
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v. 20 But be accumulating for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust is destroying, 

and where thieves are not breaking in nor stealing; 

 

“But”—whenever we have the word “but” at the beginning of a 

verse, that’s a CONTRAST to what He’s just said.  

 

Now we get a POSITIVE COMMAND. 

 

There was a NEGATIVE one in verse 19, there’s a POSITIVE 

one in 20. This is what we’re supposed to do. 

 

“But be accumulating for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust is destroying, and where thieves 

are not breaking in nor stealing;” 

 

We have a very limited perspective on what the word 

“treasure” means here. When we lay up “treasure in heaven,” 

true. When we’re giving money, we lay up treasure. Paul said 

that in Philippians 4, “You know I’m thankful for you folks 

sending me a gift at this time. It’s a sweet fragrance, 

sacrificed to God. I’m not speaking with respect to one. I’m not 

telling you that I needed it, because I’ve learned to be hungry 

and I’ve learned to be full.” He said, “But it is accruing benefit 

to your account.”  

 

In other words, we have an open account in glory and we can 

put treasure in that account by: 

 

1. the stewardship of our giving,  
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2. the condition of our marriage,  

 

3. the condition of our children.  

 

4. how we spend our time.  

 

5. our service to the body of Christ and exercising our 

spiritual gift.  

 

6. how godly we have become by exercising those disciplines 

of giving, praying and fasting. 

 

That is putting “treasure” in our account. All of those things 

are involved and it’s just not a matter of material things. 

 

“be accumulating…treasure” up there where nothing can 

touch it. 

 

v. 21 for where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also. 

 

“for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

 

All He’s saying is we’ll pursue what we treasure. What is our 

top priority in life? We’re going to pursue that. 

 

He’s saying the greatest treasure of all is the righteousness of 

Christ. To Paul that was such a great treasure. In Philippians 

3 he says, “I counted everything but loss for the excellency of 
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the knowledge of Christ. Just to know Christ and to have His 

righteousness and the wealth of His Person at my disposal! 

I’m going to spend the rest of my life so that I might know 

Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, that I might be made like Him in His death. 

I’m pressing toward the mark.” 

 

He totally rearranged priorities as a result of his confrontation 

and encounter with Jesus Christ. 

 

If our priorities are material, then our treasure will be there, 

won’t it? And that’s where our heart is going to be. 

 

If our priorities and our treasure is in heaven, that’s where 

our heart is going to be. It’s a lot easier to die if our treasure is 

up there. 

 

The reason some people have a hard time dying is they have 

to let go of something down here. We can’t take it with us if 

we’re living for it down here. There’s not yet been a Brinks 

armored car in a funeral procession.  

 

“No, there are no pockets in a shroud,” somebody said. We 

aren’t taking anything with us if you’re living for material 

things. We’re going from what we live for to that which is 

strange and uncertain and what we don’t know about. 

 

And if we’re living for what’s up there, we’re going to have 

everything we’ve lived for. And heaven is going to be a 

tremendous transition for us. 
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Colossians 3 says exactly the same thing. This is Paul talking: 

 

Colossians 3:1-4 

 

Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 

on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God. Set your minds on things above, and not on earthly 

things, for you died and your life is now hidden with Christ in 

God. When Christ, who is your life appears, then you also will 

appear with Him in glory. 

 

Guy King said it so well: 

 

After all, the test lies not in what a man possesses, but what 

passes the man. 

(source unknown) 

 

There’s the key to the whole thing. We will reveal our 

priorities by our actions—how we spend our time.  

 

If we’re selfish, we’re going to spend our time and our money 

and our talents on ourselves.  

 

If we are oriented toward Christ, we’re going to want to please 

Him. 

 

For some people, their treasure is the table that they feast at 

and they never do get enough and so they’re quite robust. 
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Here’s a piece for us to consider: 

 

THE DIETERS PRAYER 

 

Give me strength, 

O Lord, I pray, 

Help me make it 

through the day. 

 

Deliver me 

from snacks and sweets, 

And keep my mind  

off high-cal treats. 

 

Tempt me not 

with French cuisines, 

And bid me flee 

soft drink machines. 

 

Turn my eyes 

from ice cream bars, 

And stay my hand 

from cookie jars. 

 

Till I’m back 

in shape again, 

Hang in there 

with me Lord, Amen. 

(source unknown) 
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We will reveal what’s important to you. The heart and the 

treasure go together. 

 

Demas hath forsaken me because of his love of this present 

world.” (ref. 2 Timothy 4:10) 

 

II. VISION—verses 22-23 

 

v. 22 The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your 

eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 

 

“The lamp of the body is the eye;” 

 

“if therefore your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 

light.” 

 

v. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full 

of darkness. If therefore the light which is in you is 

darkness, how great is the darkness. 

 

“But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of 

darkness. If therefore the light which is in you is darkness, 

how great is the darkness.” 

 

He’s talking about accumulating money all of a sudden and 

then he says, “The lamp of the body is the eye,” and if “your 

eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light.” And if it’s bad 

it’s “full of darkness.” 

 

What does he mean? 
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What he means is that if we have two good eyes, we’re looking 

with one vision toward the Lord and His righteousness and 

toward heaven. But if we’re cross-eyed, we have one eye rolled 

toward heaven and the other toward earth and it’s blind, we 

can’t see anything. 

 

And we can’t see like that, with one eye looking up and one 

eye looking down. He says our eyes are not healthy. 

 

Oh, for a single eye to please the Lord. 

 

Basically the problem with wealth and with money and 

material things is through the eye, isn’t it? It’s seeing it, we 

want it, we’ve got to have it! And the eye is on the treasure. 

And He says when our eyes are on the hoarded treasures of 

earth and we’re trying to put one eye on the Lord and one 

down here, we have a problem. We can’t do that. 

 

Verse 24 fits into that kind of interpretation because it says: 

 

III. WEALTH—verse 24 

 

v. 24 No one is able to be serving two masters, for either 

he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to one and he will treat with contempt the 

other. You are not able to be rendering a slave’s 

obedience to God and to a passion for accumulating 

wealth. 
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“No one is able to be serving two masters,” 

 

What are the “two masters?” 

 

Well it’s WEALTH ON EARTH and WEALTH IN HEAVEN. 

 

“for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to one and he will treat with contempt the other. You 

are not able to be rendering a slave’s obedience to God and to 

a passion for accumulating wealth.” 

 

To understand that verse we cannot have two top priorities in 

our life—that’s the first thing that we have to understand. 

There’s no way that we can have material goals and spiritual 

goals be top priority in our life. We need to have one or the 

other as our top priority. 

 

Let’s just pretend that we all have a rich uncle that died. 

Okay? And he left each of us $50,000. Okay? We’ve just 

received the announcement. 

 

What is our first exclamation? “I can finally buy that car” or 

“Praise the Lord I can pay the rent” or “Praise the Lord I can 

get that cabin” or “Praise the Lord I can get that boat” or “We 

can finally put down the carpet” or “We can buy the furniture” 

or “We can take that trip.” 

 

Did anybody say, “Praise the Lord I’m going to be able to buy 

that equipment for that missionary” or “Praise the Lord I can 

serve Him more effectively as a result of this benevolence from 
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him”? 

 

It’s so easy when we look at it that way. Some people might 

say that’s phony.  

 

No it’s not. It’s only convicting. That’s why some are talking 

that way.  

 

We are materialistically-minded. We are basically selfish and 

we think inwardly. And we really are trying to have two 

priorities in our lives. While we’re talking out one side of our 

mouths we really are talking out of both sides of our mouth. 

He says that’s not the way it ought to be. 

 

Matthew Henry probably had one of the neatest attitudes 

toward wealth of any dear old saint. He got robbed one night 

and when he got home, this is what he wrote in his diary, 

“Lord, I thank you that I have never been robbed before; that 

although they took my money, they spared my life; that 

although they took everything, it wasn’t very much; that it 

was I who was robbed, and not I did the robbing.” 

(source unknown) 

 

When we see what greed does to people in the Bible, it makes 

us really want to turn away.  

 

GHAZI, Elijah’s servant, ran after Naaman to try to get those 

few benefits that Naaman was going to give to Elijah. Elijah 

said, “I don’t want anything to do with it.” 
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ACHAN, as soon as he got into Jericho he saw those things, he 

grabbed them and buried them in the floor of his tent. 

 

JUDAS ISCARIOT, at a critical time, raised his heel against 

Christ, kicked Him in the face when he took His bread and 

turned around and betrayed Him for thirty pieces of silver. 

 

It’s incredible what happens when we let material things be 

top priority in our lives. And that’s really what the Lord is 

hitting at so hard in this particular part of the exposition. 

 

Now we’re going to turn from WEALTH to WORRY. 

 

Three times in verses 25-34 He’s going to say the same 

thing—“stop worrying, stop worrying, stop worrying.”  

 

Verse 25, starts out with it—“stop worrying.” Then drop on 

down. Where’s the next one? Verse 31 and then down to 34. 

 

“stop worrying,” 

 

“stop worrying,” 

 

“stop worrying.” 

 

The Lord says something once, we listen. When He says it 

twice, it’s the gospel. And if He says it three times, we better 

really pay attention. 

 

He’s saying “stop worrying, stop worrying, stop worrying.” God 
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holds the key to the unknown and we can be glad about it. 

 

Someone said: 

 

You can’t change the past, but you can sure ruin a perfectly 

good present by worrying over the future. 

(source unknown) 

 

IV. WORRY—verses 25-34 

 

v. 25 For this reason I am saying to you, stop worrying 

about your life, what you shall eat, or what you 

shall drink; nor about your body, with what you 

shall put on. Is not the life more than food, and the 

body more than clothing? 

 

“For this reason I am saying to you, stop worrying about your 

life, what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor about 

your body, with what you shall put on. Is not the life more 

than food, and the body more than clothing?” 

 

Elizabeth Chaney’s little poem goes well here: 

 

Said the robin to the sparrow, 

“I should really like to know, 

why these anxious human beings 

Rush and worry so.” 

 

Said the sparrow to the robin, 

“I surely think it must be 
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that they have no heavenly Father 

such as cares for you and for me.” 

(source unknown) 

 

The Lord never says a single thing about tomorrow. He always 

talks about today.  

 

Remember it was, “Give us this day our daily bread.”  

 

Lamentations 3: “It is of the Lord’s mercies we’re not 

consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new 

every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.” (ref. Lamentations 

3:22-23) 

 

He gives it to us a day at a time.  

 

Now don’t try to live tomorrow today. That’s what He’s trying 

to tell us. And don’t worry about tomorrow. That’s what we do 

when we accumulate all that wealth. And with the wealth 

comes all the worry about whether we’ve really got enough. 

And so He says, “don’t worry, don’t worry, don’t worry.” 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon tells the cutest story. He was riding 

in a horse-drawn carriage one day on a very busy street and 

he was really shook up about how the guy was running the 

chariot. He started chiding the charioteer about his reckless 

habits. And pretty soon the charioteer had just had enough 

and said, “Sir Spurgeon, here are the reins! You drive the 

chariot.” Spurgeon said, “Since I was totally free from such an 

ambition I let him drive as he would like.” 
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(source unknown) 

 

Sometimes the Lord must feel that way with us. He’d just say, 

“Look, if you’re worried about it and you don’t think I can 

handle it, then here’s the reins.” 

 

We’re so ego-centered and so selfish that we know better than 

God how to take care of us so we worry. We’re anxious. We’re 

upset. What are we going to eat? What are we going to drink? 

What are we going to put on? 

 

So many are probably thinking, “Look, that bit about that 

giving and praying and fasting, that’s all right. Those are 

spiritual exercises. But now you’re getting down where the 

rubber meets the road. This is secular business. God helps 

those who help themselves. I’m putting the bread on the table 

and wine to drink and the clothes on the back of my kids! 

That’s secular!” 

 

No, it is not. Everything in our life is sacred. There’s nothing 

secular about it, if we’re a Christian.  

 

First Corinthians 10:31 says: “Whatever you eat, whatever 

you drink, you do to the glory of God.” 

 

We need to recognize that God is concerned about our bread 

and our drink and our clothes! Was He for the children of 

Israel? Manna from heaven, water from the rock and shoes 

that wouldn’t wear out. You bet He was! And He’s just the 

same God today. 
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v. 26 Look at the birds of the heaven, that they are not 

sowing seed, neither are they reaping, nor are they 

collecting into granaries; and yet your heavenly 

Father is feeding them. Are you not worth much 

more than they? 

 

“Look at the birds of the heavens, they are not sowing seed, 

neither are they reaping, nor are they collecting into 

granaries; and yet your heavenly Father is feeding them. Are 

you not worth much more than they?” 

 

Now you “Look at the birds…”  

 

It doesn’t say, “look at the ostrich, who’s got his head in the 

sand.” No. “Look at the birds.” They’re flying in “the heavens.” 

 

Some people say, “Look at the birds of the heaven,” the Lord is 

just going to rain their provision down upon them and they 

can just sit around and wait for it to happen. We have created 

a generation of young people who don’t know the price of 

getting something. They’ve had everything for nothing for so 

long.  

 

Birds are busy creatures, from early in the morning they’re 

singing a song and twittering and fussing around and flying 

and building nests and doing their thing. But in the process of 

their activity, God is blessing it and providing for those little 

creatures. And we’re much more valuable than they, and thus 

the Lord will bless and prosper and provide for us as well. 
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v. 27 Moreover, who is there of you who by worrying is 

able to put to his height eighteen inches? 

 

“Moreover, who is there of you who by worrying is able to put 

to his height eighteen inches?” 

 

This could also be years of life. We can worry ourselves to 

death but we sure can’t worry ourselves into a longer life. He’s 

saying, “All of your worrying is doing nothing. We can’t make 

ourselves taller if that’s what it means or we can’t make our 

life longer by worrying.”  

 

What it’s telling us is that we’re bumping up against the 

sovereign purpose of God.  

 

Because there’s a time for harvest, there’s a time for sowing, 

there’s a time to live and a time to die. And the sooner we 

learn the overriding sovereign purpose of God, the happier 

we’re going to be to submit to it. 

 

God has a certain number of days for us to live and He knows 

exactly what it is.  

 

Our days are in His hands. So we have a stewardship and 

responsibility to live each day one at a time for His glory and 

for His honor. 

 

So life by the inch is a synch, by the yard it’s hard. 
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Don’t get anxious and worry about tomorrow. If we get 

anxious and worried about tomorrow we might die today and 

then we’ve worried about something we didn’t need to worry 

about. That’s really why it’s so silly to worry about tomorrow, 

because we just might not be here and we’ve worried for 

nothing. 

 

Incredibly that’s true about everything we worry about 

anyway, isn’t it? Most of the stuff we worry about never really 

happens anyway, and yet we’ve worried like crazy over it. 

 

v. 28 And concerning clothing, why are you worrying? 

Observe the lilies of the field, how they are 

growing; they are not laboring nor are they 

spinning. 

 

“And concerning clothing, why are you worrying? Observe the 

lilies of the field, how they are growing; they are not laboring 

nor are they spinning.” 

 

v. 29 But I am saying to you, that not even Solomon in 

all his glory clothed himself as one of these. 

 

“But I am saying to you, that not even Solomon in all his glory 

clothed himself as one of these.” 

 

v. 30 But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is 

alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 

furnace, will He not much more do so for you, O 

men of little faith? 
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“But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not 

much more do so for you, O men of little faith?” 

 

The Lord’s going to take care of us. We don’t have to worry 

about clothes and all these things that we’re going to wear and 

put on. 

 

We need to be concerned about the way we appear as 

Christians and how we dress. We have to be good stewards of 

that. We can spend all kinds of money on stuff that’s stylish. 

We have a responsibility to do as well as we can with what we 

have and to take care of that responsibility to be good in 

appearance, so we’re not a lousy witness. But that should not 

be top priority in our lives. 

 

And what He’s saying here at this point is, “Look, I’ll take care 

of that. I’ll make provision for that if you’ll just trust Me and 

let Me handle it. I’ll take care of you. I’ll meet your needs.” 

 

If Peter and Martha had been married, they would have been 

the most explosive couple that ever lived.  

 

Peter was probably the most worrisome character in the 

scripture. He was always worried about everything! 

 

All through the life of Christ He’s the first one that spouts off: 

“Where You going? Why can’t I go with You?” He’s the guy 

that picks up the sword and whacks off a guy’s ear. He’s the 
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one that’s looking at the winds and the waves and begins to 

sink and has to look back at the Lord again. 

 

In 1 Peter 5:7 he says, “Casting all your care upon Him, for He 

cares for you.” He learned a lesson. 

 

Isaiah 26:3 

 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 

thee, because he trusts in thee. 

 

The Lord’s ready to take the full responsibility of a life that’s 

totally yielded to Him.  

 

The Lord wants that. He wants us just to rest in peace, 

knowing that He’ll take care of it. 

 

Martha was exactly the same way. Jesus would get tired of 

teaching, He’d just had a two-mile jog over to Martha’s house 

and He’d go over there often to see Mary, Martha and 

Lazarus. He’d come in to sit down, visit, and relax, and what 

would happen? Martha just hits the swinging doors to the 

kitchen. She is just blowing and going—hyper as the dickens. 

She’s got a meal going that would choke a cow and the 

microwave is going and all of a sudden, she turns around and 

Mary’s not there to help. She’s sitting in there doing nothing! 

 

She blows through the swinging doors and comes in there with 

her hands on her hips and says, “Lord!” The Lord says, 

“Martha, you’ve had a bad day. Mary has chosen the good 
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part.” (ref. Luke 10:42) 

 

She’s listening to the Lord. Incredible. She learned some 

lessons too, in the process of life. But we’ll only know about it 

when ultimately, we get to glory. 

 

v. 31 Therefore, stop worrying, saying, ‘What shall we 

eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘With what shall 

we clothe ourselves?’ 

 

“Therefore,”—here it comes again—“stop worrying, saying, 

“What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “With what 

shall we clothe ourselves?”” 

 

v. 32 For all these things the Gentiles are diligently 

seeking; for your heavenly Father is knowing that 

you are needing all these things. 

 

“For all these things the Gentiles are diligently seeking; for 

your heavenly Father is knowing that you are needing all 

these things.” 

 

v. 33 But be seeking first the kingdom and His 

righteousness; and all these things shall be 

provided for you. 

 

“But be seeking first the kingdom and His righteousness; and 

all these things shall be provided for you.” 

 

What’s the study? Righteousness. 
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Hunger and thirst for it. We’re persecuted for it. “Unless your 

righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees.” 

 

When we’re practicing our righteousness, of our giving and 

our prayer and our fasting, be sure it’s private. Now, with our 

priorities, “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and 

then all of this other stuff that you’re worrying about and the 

wealth and everything will be added unto you.” (ref. Matthew 

6:33) 

 

When we put the Lord first, He is going to bless us and meet 

our needs! And so many of us are operating on a shoestring 

when we ought to be living like kings, because the Lord is 

ready to assume the total responsibility of a person who will 

just trust Him to meet their needs. 

 

v. 34 Therefore, stop worrying about tomorrow; for 

tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own. 

 

“Therefore, stop worrying about tomorrow; for tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

 

If we live on the principle that everything’s sacred, have we 

made it sacred?  

 

Maybe we have needs because our priorities are out of whack 

and we aren’t willing to admit it?  
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In the book of Haggai the children of Israel went back to build 

a temple. Instead of building a temple, they got their priorities 

botched up and started building their own houses instead of 

the temple. And this is what the Lord says: 

 

Haggai 1:2-9 

 

These people say, “The time has not yet come for the Lord’s 

house to be built.” Then the word of the Lord came through 

the prophet Haggai, “Is it time for you yourselves to be living 

in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin? Now 

this is what the Lord Almighty says, “Give careful thought to 

your ways. You have planted much, but you’ve harvested little 

you eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never 

have your fill; you put on clothes, but you’re not warm; and 

you earn wages only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 

[Sounds like the federal government] This is what the Lord 

Almighty says, “Give careful thought to your ways. Go up to 

the mountains and bring down the timber and build the 

house; so that I may take pleasure in it, and be honored,” says 

the Lord. “You expected much, but it turned out to be little; 

what you brought home, I blew way.” “Why,” declares the Lord 

Almighty, “because of my house, which remains a ruin, while 

each of you is busy with his own house.” 

 

All He’s saying is, “You’ve got your priorities in the wrong 

place! And I didn’t bless it!” 

 

JOSEPH was a man who had priorities straight and the Lord 
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blessed him. 

 

JOSHUA was told by the Lord if this book of the Law doesn’t 

depart out of your mouth and you meditate in it day and 

night, you’re going to make your way prosperous and you’re 

going to have good success. (see Joshua 1:8) 

 

Put Him first, seek His face, seek His righteousness as top 

priority in our life and tell God that. And then watch Him. 

Stand back and watch Him bless us in an abundant fashion. 

 

Our anxieties are always a key to our priorities. And what we 

worry about is basically an attitude of unbelief. We are telling 

God, in essence, by what we’re worrying about that He cannot 

handle that circumstance so we have a right to be concerned 

about it. 

 

At the heart of all worry is unbelief in the Father’s ability.  

 

And one more thing, what we’re worrying about we haven’t 

turned over to the Lord yet. We’re still hanging onto it. 

 

There’s a high cost of resistance. God had to reach down and 

say, “Jacob, I want your Benjamin.” And when he finally gave 

his Benjamin, God provided for him in a fantastic way.  

 

And maybe the Lord’s just tapping us on the shoulder right 

now and saying, “Hey look, I want it, you’ve got ahold of it, 

turn it over and quit worrying about it and trust Me. And 

when you let go of it, I’m going to bless you.” 
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Life is a series of letting go. Creath Davis wrote a book called 

Lord, If I Ever Needed You, It’s Now and he tells the story of a 

mother who is dying of cancer. She comes to that place where 

she knows she’s dying and she has to turn loose of her 

husband and her two children. And this is what she says in 

the conversation: 

 

(Lord, If I Ever Needed You, It’s Now by Creath Davis) 

 

… “It doesn’t look like as if I’m going to get any better. So, 

today I released all of you to God. I have had a hard time 

coming to this, but now I know that you three will be okay if I 

don’t make it.” [And she continued] “It’s a strange feeling to 

let go of everything you love and hold dear.” With this, Ted 

embraced her as they both wept in each other’s arms. On 

another occasion, she told Ted, Francy and Ted Jr. that they 

would have to let her go, as hard as that may be, they just had 

to do it. 

(source unknown) 

 

And God is ready to accept the full responsibility of everything 

we turn over to Him. And if we want to give Him the whole 

shooting match and dump all the worry, we’re heading toward 

a new lifestyle that’s going to be fantastic.  

 

These are the lessons from the passage: 

 

Lesson #1: We should not be accumulating treasures on earth. 
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Lesson #2: Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 

also. 

 

Lesson #3: You cannot have two top priorities in your life at 

the same time. 

 

Lesson #4: Three times we’re told not to worry. 

 

Lesson #5: At the heart of all worry is unbelief in God’s ability. 

 

Lesson #6: Our top priority is to seek first the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness. 

 

Lesson #7: God has promised daily grace and strength, but not 

any for tomorrow until it comes. 

 

One hymn writer put it this way: 

 

I once was an outcast, stranger on earth, 

A sinner by choice, an alien by birth. 

But I’ve been adopted, My name’s written down. 

An heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown. 

 

A tent or a cottage, why should I care? 

They’re building a palace for me over there. 

Though exiled from home, yet still I may sing. 

All glory to God, I’m a child of the King. 

I’m a child of the King, a child of the King. 

With Jesus, my Savior, I’m a child of the King. 

(source unknown) 
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The following poem is very meaningful as we close: 

 

He does not lead me year by year  

Nor even day by day.  

But step by step my path unfolds;  

My Lord directs my way.  

Tomorrow’s plans I do not know,  

I only know this minute;  

But He will say, “This is the way,  

By faith go walk ye in it.”  

And I am glad that it is so.  

Today's enough to bear;  

And when tomorrow comes,  

His grace Shall far exceed its care.  

What need to worry then, or fret?  

The God who gave His Son  

Holds all my moments in His hand  

And gives them, one by one. 

(source unknown) 

 

Father, we come under the conviction of the Holy Spirit at this 

moment and realize that we’ve got materialistic goals. We’ve 

got materialistic desires and ambitions and we pray that we 

can give those to You so that You can bless them and honor 

them. Lord, some of the most wealthy and successful people in 

the Bible are the most spiritual. Those who’ve really learned 

to put You first and then watch You provide. We would pray 

that You’d help us with that. And then Lord we pray that 

You’d help us to realize that You make it very clear that we’re 
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not to worry. Paul said be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God. And Lord You’ve 

promised to meet all our needs, not all our wants. And we 

would just pray that You’d help us to realize You are 

concerned about what we eat, what we drink and what we 

wear. You’re concerned about all of these needs and that You 

graciously will make provision if we’ll just seek Your face and 

trust You to provide. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT 

 

Matthew 5-7 

 

“The King’s Inaugural Address” 

 

 

Study Number Six – Matthew 6:19-34 

 

           NOTES 
I. WEALTH—verses 19-21 

 

v. 19 Stop accumulating treasures for yourselves upon the earth, 

where moth and rust are destroying, and where thieves are 

breaking in and stealing. 

v. 20 But be accumulating for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust is destroying, and where thieves are 

not breaking in nor stealing; 

v. 21 for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

II. VISION—verses 22-23 

 

v. 22 The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is 

healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 

v. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of 

darkness. If therefore the light which is in you is darkness, how 

great is the darkness. 

 

III. WEALTH—verse 24 

 

v. 24 No one is able to be serving two masters, for either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and he 

will treat with contempt the other. You are not able to be 

rendering a slave’s obedience to God and to a passion for 

accumulating wealth. 
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            NOTES 
IV. WORRY—verses 25-34 

 

v. 25 For this reason I am saying to you, stop worrying about your 

life, what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor about your 

body, with what you shall put on. Is not the life more than food, 

and the body more than clothing? 

v. 26 Look at the birds of the heaven, that they are not sowing 

seed, neither are they reaping, nor are they collecting into 

granaries; and yet your heavenly Father is feeding them. Are you 

not worth much more than they? 

v. 27 Moreover, who is there of you who by worrying is able to put 

to his height eighteen inches? 

v. 28 And concerning clothing, why are you worrying? Observe the 

lilies of the field, how they are growing; they are not laboring nor 

are they spinning. 

v. 29 But I am saying to you, that not even Solomon in all his glory 

clothed himself as one of these. 

v. 30 But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much 

more do so for you, O men of little faith? 

v. 31 Therefore, stop worrying, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 

‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘With what shall we clothe ourselves?’ 

v. 32 For all these things the Gentiles are diligently seeking; for 

your heavenly Father is knowing that you are needing all these 

things. 

v. 33 But be seeking first the kingdom and His righteousness; and 

all these things shall be provided for you. 

v. 34 Therefore, stop worrying about tomorrow; for tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Matthew 6:19-34 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. Why are we to be “accumulating treasures for ourselves in 

heaven,” according to verse 21? 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think Jesus means by verses 22 & 23? 

 

 

 

 

4. State the problem of verse 24 in your own words. 

 

 

 

 

5. Why are we to stop worrying about our lives, what we will 

eat, what we will drink or what we will put on, according to 

verse 25? 

 

 

 

 

6. What should our attitude be about all these things, 

according to verse 30? 
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7. Who knows our needs, according to verse 32; and what are 

we supposed to be doing, according to verse 33? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why are we asked to stop worrying about tomorrow, 

according to verse 34? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 
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Lesson #1: We should not be accumulating treasures on earth. 

 

Lesson #2: Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 

also. 

 

Lesson #3: You cannot have two top priorities in your life at 

the same time. 

 

Lesson #4: Three times we’re told not to worry. 

 

Lesson #5: At the heart of all worry is unbelief in God’s ability. 

 

Lesson #6: Our top priority is to seek first the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness. 

 

Lesson #7: God has promised daily grace and strength, but not 

any for tomorrow until it comes. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 




