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STUDY NUMBER SIX -~ Matthew 6:19-34

TEXT 4,19 Stop accumulating treasures for yourselves upon the earth, where moth
and rust are destroying and where thieves are breaking in and stealing.

v.20 But be accumulating for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither
moth notr rust is destroying and where thieves are not breaking in nor
stealing;

v.2]1 for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

v.22 The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is healthy, vour
whole body will be full of light.

v.23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If,
therefore, the light which is in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness,

v.24 No ome is able to be serving two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and he will treat
with contempt the other. You are not able to be rendering a slave's
obedience to God and to a passion for accumulating wealth,

v.25 For this reason I am saying to you, stop worrying about your life, what
you shall eat, or what you shall drink, nor about your body, with what
you shall put on. Is not the life more than food and the body more than
clothing?

v.26 Look at the birds of the heaven, that they are not sowing seed, neither
are they reaping, nor are they collecting into granaries. And yet your
heavenly Father is feeding them. Are you not worth much more than they?

v.27 Moreover, who is there of you who by worrying is able to put to his
height eigheen inches?

v.28 And concerning clothing, why are you worrying: Observe the lilies of
the field, how they are growing; they are not laboring nor are they
spinning.,

v.29 But I am saying to you, that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed
himself as one of these.

v.30 But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more do so for you,
0 men of little faith?

v.3l Therefore, stop worrying, saying, What shall we eat? or what shall we
drink? or with what shall we clothe ourselves?

v.32 For all these things the Gentiles are diligently seeking; for vour
heavenly Father is knowing that you are needing all these things.

v.33 But be seeking first the hingdom and His righteousness; and all these
things shall be provided for you,

v.34 Therefore, stop worrying about tomorrow; for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
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Christ, as that Father’s gift to sinners, is zhe end of all revela-
tion. If we have not attained to this knowledge, so far as we are
concerned, in vain the Scriptures have been written.
r Here we learn what is the surest, truest, and most unchange-
able ground and resting place for our faith, the words Christ
spake, for He says: “I have given unto them the words which
thou gavest me.” Not His miracles; He does not allude to them;
they are evidence—no doubt glorious evidence, precious evi-
dence; “the works bear witness of me,” He says; but there is
l/ﬁgher evidence. Much less was it their frames and feelings
which He spoke of as the ground of their assurance and con-
fidence. No, no, “zhe words which thou gavest me” I have given
them. Oh! to examine them more carefully, and to live upon
them more abidingly! Here, too, we have the ground of peace,
and joy, and comfort, and hope, and blessing. May we hide
the words in our hearts for His name’s sake who gave them to
us.
The words which the Lord Jesus Christ gave unto us are
only received truly by us when they lead us to believe in Him.

T
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JW‘ "Thus far in our series of studies, we have considered the

Yo _godly lifestyle ev "real -righteeusness'  governed by the life
\fﬂ %Jw- principles outlined in study #1. We have seen the Christian
witness, e are salt and lights We have. seen-the;Ghrisgtian

“L relationship to the law and the prophets. We have considered

the law of Christ as it supercedes the law of Moses, judging
the spirit more than the act.  We hawve considered together
the spiritual disciplines of giving, fasting and praying,

in the flrst part of chapter 6. Now we come to the subject
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Eortely 19-3Y e
G. Campbell Morgan points out, "The king,having ‘declared the

laws of human inter- relatlonshln and having dealt with the
pr1nc1p1es of divine relatlonshlp, proceeded to the discussion
he :ﬁﬁmﬁﬁgmﬁﬁw“'.r&Mbgﬁﬁﬁﬁztﬁmﬁmﬁ 3ammhk¥wﬁh1ng§p | The
subjects of the kingdom gsitis HSCeSS AL onships
he earth. They ar nlrltually mlnded hut they have
EOw ateris: th However much the inner life may be
and ought to be in communion with that which is essentially
spiritual, we can only continue to live at all as we touch
r,and handle things which are seen and temporal. The manifesto

) q'h.of the king proceeds, therefore, to make clear what our
¢,«‘ relationship ought to be to the material things by which
i ‘vé' we are surrounded and with which we have to deal."

“C"’" Jﬂ‘\\ whew we \'ma\[(\ Lurv 4 over e \mw\ We OFteu Ave Prowe -LOme W eatdHh 4

Lo &
°ﬂ‘.‘ G$N ° dohnsRe ey Coktms s, " the flI‘St half of MattheW_chapter 1
' i e 8, Jesus descrlbes the Chrlstlan s/ priva

Or the same contrast

exXpressed , religious and our secular
responsibilitiess This distinction 1s misleading because
we cannot separate these into water-tight compartments.
Indeed, the divorce of the sacred from the secular in church
history has been disastrous. If we are Christians, every-
thing we do, however secular it may seem, like shoppin ng,
cooking, adding up figures in the office, is religious in
fhic sense that 1t 1S done 1n (God's presence and according to

Ged's will, Cﬂ@ ’I\
. 1031

Boice points out, ”After the great teachings in the first half
of Matthew 6 about the spiritual life of the Christian, the
Lord Jesus Christ turned to warnings about the personal
failures that most often deprive a believer of spiritual

) victories and nullify his witness. In these verses beginning

De
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t roughout tells about:

R & 1. The faithfulness that will never be removed
ey A8 2 ; -
Qﬁ;f’,- poss 2 2, & life that will never ends
€Y ” Ngﬂfi' 3. dmspring-ofwater.that will never cease to bubble up
?Eiiﬁ' Eﬂ;ﬂi within the one who drinks of it.
s g 4| ghagattthatwill never be lost.
GO Loy 5. A hand out of which the good shepherd's sheep will
& never be snatched.
< 4ty 6. A chain that will never be broken.
o 7. A love from which we can never be separated.
Qvoye” S. A calling that will never be revoked.
“Aeyngﬂ7ruﬁ 9. A foundation that will not be destroyed.
10. An inheritance that will never fade away.
William Barclay in The Gospel of Matthew says, "When:Gehazi.
- the servant of Elisha wished to make some forbldden profit
(;gZé/ out of Naaman, after his master had cured him, he asked him
for a talent of silver and two changes of garments. One of
the things which temptedAéggh@ﬁ‘to sin, was a goodly Babylonish
garment, Joshua 7:21. But such things were foolish things

to set the heart upon, for the moths got at them when they
\ were stored away and all their beauty and value might be
) destroyed. There was mno permanence about possessions like that."

Lu deg
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) Burhssowrote of :the fleeting things:
"But pleasures are like poppies spread.
(ou seize the flower, its bloom is shed.
Or like the snow falls in the river, -
$gm@ment whistey-then melts foreverﬁg

Anyone whose happiness depends on things like:that is bound
to disappointment. Any man whose treasure is in thlngS‘

1sﬁbou d to lose his treasure. For in things there is no
permanence and there is no thing ‘which lasts forever.

T
you € 1S ere g ' ats L g Y‘au, Wil F‘uvsme.
v\'fefs %' £ matevial — T‘tm, lF S'tﬂ*ht' 'f“ll'(. what Pu treasuve - .

John Gordon Jameson points out, "A man's treasure is just
what he values most, that without which life would be poor
and joyless that which holds his heart, '@Qr where your
treasure is, there will your heart be a15@> The divine
life, which is strong in faith, beautiful and joyous in
charity, which is God's 1life 1n man, and man's life in God;
God's love to man and man's love to God and his creatures;
in a word, the Christ-life, that is, the treasure in heaven."

jpoints out, '\
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Yungling points out, 'Omnesofwthe greatest hindrances to 'J&‘
spiritual growth and dedicated discipleship is still man's Stesardsh
propensity to worship money and the things money can buy. ne
.Jesus said that a true disciple's heart is not wrapped up Q 13 e
~ in money. Awdisciple dis to-lay up treasures in heaven by i .9
maturing spiritually, exhibiting the fruit of the spirit GBVE?Q?'7

1 ve

and performing in whatever ministry God entrusts to him,
whether it be in a church or on an assembly line, It 1is
impossible for a disciple or anyone else,for that matter,
to try to live the best of both worlds, so to speak."

D. A. Carson points out, '"In other words, verses 19-21 and
verse 24 all demand unswerving loyalty to kingdom values.
The particulars used are treasure and money. The accent
remains on singleness of purpose, heart, fidelity toward
Godw Therefore, the word translated 'good' by the NIV

most probably means 'singleness of purpose, undivided
loyalty', which,context apart, is the most natural inter-
pretation. The 'good eye' is the one fixed on God, unwaver-
ing in 1ts gaze, constant in its fixation. The result is
that the entire person is full of 1light. I think this
expression is lovely, If light is taken in its usual conno-
tatiens of reielation and purity, then the individual with

a single eye toward kingdom values is the person characterized
by maximum understanding of divinely revealed truth and by
unabashedly pure behavior. Moreover, the expression 'full
of light' is probably not limited to what the person is

in himself, isolated, but that person will also be so full
of light, that he will give off light. It is by this unre=
served commitment to kingdom values, that Christians become
the'light of the world."

Joseph Parker in Preaching Through the Bible says, '"What is
Christ anxious about? What is it that He wishes to take care
of? He,himself gives an explicit answer to the inquiry.

His only anxiety is about the condition of the heart, ‘dom
ghereryour«treasure 1is, there will your heart be alsog' And
vt ds o the heart that touches my supreme solicitude, JLf-the
heartybe Fighty.the. whole outgoing of the: life wild be.right,
but if the heart be wrong, then all the actions that make up
thesum. total:of -the-duties and exercases-of lifte will alse
be wrong. Provided my heart is right, He does not care if

my possessions are heaven high. If I can rise above them,
and stand upon them and use them with mighty strength, He

is most anxious that they should not be bigger than I am.

His supreme anxiety is that they should not lure my confidence
and make up the sum total of my hope and expectation. So
long as I can treat them as so many conveniences and use them
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for the good of my fellow creatures, He cares not how

many, how rich may be my possessions. He says to me
lovingly with infinite pathos and concern, 'Brother,

friend, man, keep thine heart right. Xeep thy love in

its right direction. Let thy light be a continual sacri-
fice burning upwards to the holy throne that deserves it.' "

Jesus Ehpdstesays, "Richesucanmbewstolen, gichesmeanuperishy,

& hes can fly away, ‘therefore look out for treasures that

are not subject to these vexations and harassing contingencies.
What you have in your hands may be taken out of them, there-
fore have something in your heart that no man can get at

and steal."

Proverbs 23:7 ‘''For he is the kind of man who is always think-
4dAng about the cost., 'Eat and drink', he says to you, but his.
‘heart is not with you."

A man's dinterests are where his investments are. What a man

loves, he will serve. The heart and the treasure go together,
RN AP S e A

Hendriksen points out, "Naturally, if a person's real treasure,
his ultimate aim, and all his striving is something pertaining
g -this .earth; the acquisition of money, fame, popularity,
prestige., power; then his heart, the very center of his life
will be completely absorbed in that mundane object. All of
his activities, including even the so-called religious, will

be subservient to this one goal. 'ermwhenesyour«treasure is;
thereswildwyeoursheart be-alseo«! The heart cannot be in both
gif sthese plases at.the same time. kt.is.an.either/ or propos-
ition. @ESHFETPNEaEnthlystreastresHblowsSHtiesmisTong'

Q&aﬁ;mmmh;‘4 10 "For Demasj;because he loved this world, has
deserted me and has gone to Thessalonlca "

F. B. Meyer in The Directory of the Devout Life says,

"Our Lord reminds his hearers that moth or rust will
destroy all earthly treasures and that thieves may at

any moment break through the slight clay walls of their
homes and carry off their hoarded stores. Surely His

words are capable of an extended reference to that crowned
and sceptered thief who shall one day dig through the clay
walls of our mortal house and who from us the raiment in
which we have been attired, the wealth we may have amassed,
the shares that stand in our name, the lands that we have
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purchased at such cost, sending us forth naked and despoiled,
stripped of everything into a world where we shall land as
paupers, because we shall have failed to lay up treasure there."

The business of treasure back in verse 21 all begins with
the eye in verse 22.

Robertson in his Word Pictures says, '"The passage may be
gi-laptical with something to be supplied. . If our eyes
are healthy, we see clearly and with a single focus,
without astigmatism, If the eyes are diseased, bad or
@il -Ehey-may even be cross—eyed or cock-eyed; we see
double and confuse our vision. We keep one eye on the
hoarded treasures of earth and roIl ?ﬁé daﬁer proudly‘_E
Eg=heaven. Seeing double is s double-mindedness as shown
1n verse 24,

Lenski points out, "Simcewbywsettingwitswaffectionsupon
something, the heart makes a treasure of it, everything
depends upon the eye."

JosephgRamker points out, 'Bhegheamtaisminmpthemeyenotmthey
Lifes Always keep the: heart pure and right, sincere and -
truegandyyoupcannotystumblenlongsy Let your motive be
correct and you will be brought along the right road, even
though you may have stumbled into the wrong path for a
moment. Let your heart be right and I care not what
thicket you be tangled. You will see a clear broad road
out of it and you shall yet rejoin the main path that

lies right up toward the light and the heaven that is

at the end of it."

Charles Hadden Spurgeon says, '"The:motive is the eye of
khe-sewl-and-if it be-eleaxy the whole character be righftg
BilE-at- 4L be- pelluted; our.whole being will become defiledn
The eye of the understanding may also be here understood.
If a man does not see things in-a right light, he may live
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in sin and yet fancy that he is doing his duty. A man
should live up to his light, but if that light is itself
darkness, what a mistake his whole course will be. If
our religion leads us to sin, it is worse than irreligion,
fors

our faith is presumption

qur. zeal = selfishness

gur prayers - formality

our hope - a delusion

ouz experience ~ infatustion

The darkness is so great that even our Lord holds up His
hands in astonishment and says, 'How great is that dark-

nessat Qufor g eye to God's glory, a sincere
consecration unto Lord. This alone can fill my soul
with light."

destroys a man”s Judgment as
prejudice does. It prevents him from forming

the clear, reasonable and logical judgment, which
it is the duty of any man to form. It blinds him
alike to the facts and to the significance of the
facts.

Many a marriage,
on the rock of

riendship has -een“wrec'ei

‘many a

jealousy, which distorted perfectly innocent incidents

into guilty actions and which blinded the eye to
truth and fact.
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ects a or it renders him
incapable of seeing himself as he really is and
incapable of seeing others as they really are. If a
man is convinced of his own surpassing wisdom, he will
never be able to realize his own foolishness and if he
is blind of everything except his own virtues, he will
never be aware of his own faults."

N
VL
’@¢§@Wl You just cannot have two top priorities in your life. g

decision has to be made at this point according to the Lord's
Ehalskengeghere 1n this particular verse.

Barclay points out, '"We get the meaning far better if we
translate this 'mo man can be a slave to two owners.'"

Carson points out, '"Contrast the attitude of the commentator

Matthew Henry; who when he was robbed, returned home and
ote i liary words to this effect, 'Lord, I thank you-

ave never been robbed before; that although they took

, they spared my life; that although they took: '
g, it wasn't very much; that it was I who was

ot I who robbed.'"

Someone has said, "You can always tell where your heart is

when you get a raise. What are the first expressions of your

é*h* heart when there is going to be additional funds? 'O good,
I'm going to be able to buy this or that.' Or 'What can

I do for the Lord with these additional funds?'"
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Emerson says,

"Some of your hurts you have cured,
And the sharpest you still have survived.
But what torments of grief you endured
Erom eyils whaech never .arrived,!
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"Don't worry, it may not happen,
That fear you have in mind.
Ignore the dread and work ahead
A solution you will find.

Don't worry, it may not happen
Though dark the skies today.
Keep a going, wisdom showing
Common sense will clear the way.

Don't worry, it may not happen,
Keep on smiling just the same.
If itls rainang, stop complaining.
Be a. spert and play the game.'

WareAuonGriswellapoints out, 'Bealdizing-therefore, that
troubles and sorrows inevitably come, what does anxiety
do? Does it empty tomorrow of its sorrow? No, rather,
it empties today of its strength. We have strength to
bear the evil when it comes, but we have not strength to
bear the dreadful brooding and forboding of its arrival.
When the day of trial comes, we are to trust God for
strength to bear the trial. When the day of death comes,
Wewmare«to trust God for dying grace to faee the pale
hprseman,. «Sufficient of the day is the evil thereofy
without dreading what the morrow may bring, as though
we have no heavenly Father to care for our need."

has a little poetieppiess that fits

well here:

F. B. Meyer in The Directory of the Devout Life says,
The words take no thought of the authorized version. Do
not represent the true force of the nhrase as used by our
Lord. We are endowed with the faculty of foresight, of
scanning the horizon, of anticipating the lowering storm
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clouds and of taking in our sails. 'He that provides
not for his own', says the apostle, 'is worse than an
unbeliever.' And provision involves foresight, but
there is all the difference in the world between fore-
sight and foreboding. It is the latter and not the
former that our Lord chides. A wise man must lay his
carefully considered plans and work for their accomplish-
ment. The farmer must sow in the autumn for the coming
harvest. The importer must arrange months beforehand for
the arrival of foreign produce at a given time when the
home markets will be ripe for it. The manufacturer is
already preparing the season's goods for next year."

Three times over, we hear the sweet refrain: \;\‘\1“ 1!"“5\ h
"Be not anxious'" v. 25-30 g‘“s \* u \av

"Be not therefore anxious'" v. 31-33 \0-
"Bé not therefore anxious" v. 34 s Yot

William Pettingill in his book The Gospel of the Kingdom
says,

Thielicke points out, "And for this knowledge that any-
thing is possible, modern man has coined the term, 'anxiety
of 1life.' Earlier generations were aware of the fear of
death. But man today is afraid of life, not because he

is especially cowardly when it comes to war and nights of
bombing, but on the contrary, he is probably more coura-
geous than former generations and sometimes even fool-
hardy; but he is afraid of 1life. He is afraid of every-
thing that might happen in this unpredictable world that

is loaded with every conceivable possibility. He feels

so terribly alone as he faces all this. If he knew that
someone is with him, indeed, if he knew that someone sends
all these things, terrible as they may be; and if he knew
that this someone had a purpose in all this and that

there is love in it somewhere, then he could bear anything.
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Guy King in his book The New Order says. "In other words,
freedom from care grows out of serfdom to Him. Under Roman
law,an owner was compelled to provide for the welfare of

his slaves; to see that they were adequately fed and clothed
and housed. How stupid then, if the slaves worried about
such thin slaves 1e is responsible We Worr)

D. A. Carson points out, "It is 'a logical connective

directing attention to what has preceeded. Because transient
earthly treasures do not satisfy and do not last,because

moral and spiritual vision is easily distorted, because a
choice must be made between God and money, because the king-
dom demands unswerving allegiance to its values, therefore

do not worry and in particular do not worry about mere thines."

Boice points out, "It is very important if we are to understand
the essential point of these verses that we recognize the
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There are three things that Jesus says for us to stop
worrying about as far as our life is concerned:

1. What we shall eat
2. What we shall drink
3. What we shall put on

Jusd Aworwmal vesponse 4o Give us Haes c‘au, o

If the Lord could provide manna from heaven and water
from the rock, and sho that wouldn't wear out for
. children of IsraeI as they made their way to the

Pr@m&se Land, so likewise He can provide for us as His
:a@mldren dinethis days +He has obligated himself to

'supply all our needs according to His riches in glory
bimShndsiamTestis:

) The Lord in these two verses asks some very pointed

é questions. Back in werse 25&913 not the life more
than food and the body more than clothing?" and then
here at the conclusion of verse 26@Are you not worth
much more than they?"

JdosephyParkernin Preaching Through the Bible says,
"Let: us behold the fowls of the air for a moment and
see how far their course justifies the man who is
¢6imply folding his arms and sitting still and letting
bﬁwGod take care of him. First, the fowls get up soon in
the morning. Where are you? Away goes one of your props.
ugq Instheunextyplacepthepfowlsyaresmaostyindustrious. i It
Lp ' is one of my little pleasures to watch the industry of
" )«the birds, and indeed they seem to have no hours. I
\wp} Qﬂ% trust nobody will ever form them into a union for the
“ A ‘g;rpose of shortenlng the hours of labor. That would
a great mishap in the air to cut short their song
\pw° ‘LQQ\ exactly asmtheveboekwstrueknfivey Oh; the building
\¢ that is going on now, straw carrying and the feather catching
and the leaf bending--what industry. Up with the sun,
working all the hours of the light and twittering
and trilling and singing all the time. There is
another of your props gone, lazy man. I find, too,
that the birds are self-supporting. They would never




our h
s, Who supp

support  thems

Thielicke points out, '"Nevertheless, I think we must
stop and listen when this man whose life on earth was
anything but birdlike and lilylike, as He points us to
the carefreeness of the birds and lilies. Were 1ot

the somber shadows of the cross already looming over
this hour of the Sermon on the Mount? Was not Jesus
already seeing the tomorrow of His own life, the
tomorrow which He bids us not to worry about, filling
up with dark clouds from which very soon the lightning
will flash upon Him? And does He not see that through
these very words which He speaks and Himself lives by,
He is actually attracting this lightning to Himself?

Do you think He had no presentiment of the dreadfulness
of that explosion, no presentiment that very soon would
come a tomorrow when He would have to beg His Father to
let this cup pass from Him?"

Thielicke also points out, "Don't you see now that in

the last analysis, it is our unredeemed hearts that are
behind our cares and not the dangerous things themselves?
Not even the bad harvest, not even the conflict between
the east and the west. It is the heart that pictures

the world as full of moths and rust, atom bombs and
catastrophes. It is afraid of all the things that are
possible and could happen in an unpredictable world.

If there were one point at which I could see that there
is a living heart that beats for this world, then my
anxiety would be removed with one blow, then 1

As a Christian, I do not know the answers to these ques-
tions and vet mysteriously the care and the anxiety have
been taken away from me, because now I can say 'Yes'
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, 'Look at the -ostrigck
t sand and so tries
le..said, 'Look

yes. open, stand up

of the air. Keep y

e

ce and care. '%

- -
ow often we forget to do
ether it be to care for birds or

people, 'for are you not much better than they?'"

Pentecost in his book Design for Living says, "To prevent
that enslavement to anxiety about material things, our
Lord gave reasons why we should not allow material things
to become an obsession with us. In the first place, our
Lord asked, 'Is not the life more than meat and the body
than raiment?' What He asked is, 'Is man just a body

or is man more than a body?' The one who created us and
the one who made us new creatures in Christ will not
surrender His interest in us, nor His care over us.
Therefore our Lord could say, 'take no thought, do not
have anxious care concerning your life.' In the_second
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place, the Lord pointed to the birds of the air. He
called attention to God's care of what He has created.
There is no creature that God created that He has
abandoned. In the third place, our Lord demonstrated
God's care displayed 1n nature. The flower of the

field blossoms to display its beauty for a few hours

and then is gone. The flower is temporary, but CGod
provides for it in creation. If God provides for the
temporary, will he not provide for the eternal? God
gave you life and promises to sustain you through

length of days. In the fourth place, the Lord showed
anxiety as unbecoming to a child of God. After all,
‘these things do the gentiles seek. The love of

material things characterizes the heathen. Fifth,

'Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness
and all these things shall be added unto you.' What

the Lord said is that the center of life for the child
of God is never to be material things. The center is
not things, but a person. Sixth, the child of God
should make it the goal of his life to seek God's right-
eousness, not material things. Finally, the Lord pointed
out that worry about the future and material things is
pointless, because God gives us one day at a time. You
are your Father's child and He assumes an obligation to
take care of not only your soul, but also your body.

He asks you to trust, rather than to worry. God's anti-
dote to worry, anxiety, love of material things is very
simple. Trust a faithful God. God is yet to fail His
children; therefore do not be so enslaved to material
things, that their love produces anxious care in your
life. Rather, trust the loving Father to do what He
said He would do, 'My God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.'

You cannot serve the wrong master and experience the
peace of God in your life. When you pursue the right-
eousness of Christ and trust Him to work out His perfect
will in you, you are delivered from slavery to things,
and from worry over them. May God give us such a confi-
dence in Him that we will trust Him and not worry.'"

bt AT

William Hendriksen says, "'The true meaning then, is this.
Who among you is able by means of worrying to lengthen

the pathway of his life by even so little. On a birth-
day, a person will sometimes say, 'I have reached

another milestone.' On his 70th birthday, this individual
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will have reached his 70th milestone. Adding a cubit to
seventy miles or even to ten miles would certainly be
hardly worth mentioning. 'It would be a small thing, but
even such a small thing,' says Jesus,'no one is able to
accomplish by means of worrying.' A man may worry him-

Jf gekfytondeath - He-cannet werryhimsels antea:konger
4& SPAR-~ @kl ey !

Psalm=39:4-6""Show me, O Lordymy life's end and the
number of my days. Let me know how fleeting is my life.
icu have made my days a mere handbreadth. The span of
y years ‘is as nothing before yeurmmBachamanwkselbiferss®
it breath. Man is a mere phantom as he goes to and -

fro, - He bustles about, but only in vain. He heaps up
wealth, not knowing who will getprnbnd!

Vs 28'
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v. 29
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v. 30
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Thielicke points out,  'Biscaaenscasssicasivetisistain
ghorious toyrideen-a-ship -in.stermy weathery when one
knows that it cannot go down.' This is the tumultous
peyyetthesbhristian-dates - It' s langhter; 2t s humor
and it's victorious overcoming power.-— This knowledge
new -that eur«life-is-a ship lake that, a ship.in

which- Jesus Christ- sleeps and that never cap go down."
I know a genuine Christian who has gone through
terrible suffering and great danger and is still going
through it. He said to me one time, 'Now the spiritual
danger in my life is no longer that I count too little
on God. No, through countless mercies in the unbeliev-
ably punctual ways in which He has helped me through,
God has made me almost too bold in the way in which I
now let Him do the work and simnly go along with Him.
Letting myself be carried along, is now a state that
could become a spiritual danger to me.'

The whole history-of the world, with its terrors and
uncertainties must oneday end at God's throne, even
though gncexmoremthesterriblestides—ob trlbulatlon,
tanks and atom bombs should sweep down upon us. Who
knows what- could happen? But even that.will not be
able to thwart God's plans and ultimate goal. Even
that terror and travail would only bring us nearer
to-thesgoal, but-at the-end, across-the bloody fields,
across the smoldering earth and the all-consuming
floods will sound the praise of God raised by all
the-angels, the redeemed and -all who have overeome,
because Jesus EhmissibmdsmrictorsmeAbebherevening=of
themsworldsmthesvictorynof Godewill-bercelebrateds

Perhaps the greatest gift we have as Christians,

who know that our Lord has won the victory, is that even
here and now, not only at the end, we can praise God.
Simply because we know that the end will be; simply
because we know that there is one victorious, shining
theme that runs through all the loneliness and home-
lessness, all the hunger, thirst and mysteries of this
life; and this is nearer my God, to thee. He who knows
that at the end is God's peace, not merely cries from
the depths, he also can sing praise from the depths,
but then he who praises God is not afraid.

The exact same thing can happen when I approach the very
great task of straightening out my relationship to God.
I really want to do this, for I am so restless and dis-
satisfied. My life has no center. My work, even when
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it is successful, seems to me to be a thrashing of empty
straw. There's no blessing, no grace and therefore, no
joy. So, for this reason, if for no other, I want to
straighten out the foundation of my life, gain contact
with the Father, find peace in the midst of rush and
restlessness, "

Boice points out, '"In the early days of his association
with Jesus, the apostle jReter was worried about many
things. Walking toward Jesus upon the water, he began

to look at the waves and became so worried that he began
tosinks He had wWerried-that .Jesus might not pay taxess
At one time, he was worried about who might betray Him.
He was worried that Jesus might have to suffer and so
rebuked Him on one occasion and sought to defend Him with
the sword on another. Peter was a great worrier, but
after he came to know Jesus better, he learned that
Jesus was able not only to take care of himself, but
also to take care of Peter. Thus, toward the end of

his life, in his first epistle, he wrote to other
Christians, telling them how to live 'casting all your
gare npon Him, for He careth for you.'%Y 1 Peter 5:7

Isaiah: 26:3 " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
nmmdzrsEstayedionztheessbecausenhentrustethrrnathees!!

Philippians 4:6 § 7 '"Do.not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and petition with thanks-

giving, present your request to God; and the peace of

God which transcends all understanding will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."

His word shall not fail you. He promised.
Believe Him and all will be well.

) Then go to a world that is dying,

~ His perfect salvation to tell,

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.

Leok «tullinyHistwendertul “Tace;

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light -of His: glery and grace.

)
Jesus T AM 138911;»'47/_ ﬁgg#/w?,



Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting 37
TRANQUILITY

Jean S. Pigott James Mounta
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1. Je-sus, I am rest-ing, rest-ing In the joy of what Thou art;
2. 0, how great Thy lov-ing kind-ness, Vast-er, broad-er than the sea!
3. Sim-ply trust-ing Thee, Lord Je-sus, I be-hold Thee as Thou art,
4. Ev-er lift Thy face up - on me As 1 work and wait for Thee;

Refrain: Je - sus, I am  rest-ing, rest-ing In the joy of what Thou art;

H Fine

[~

I am find - ing out the great - ness Of Thy lov - ing heart.
O how mar - vel - ous Thygood-ness, Lav - ished all on me!
And Thy love, so pure, so change-less, Sat-is.fies my heart;
Rest - ing 'meath ;_hy smile, Lord Je-sus, Earth's dark shad-ows flee.

1 I I t T T i | ' 2 t I -
1 am find-ing out the great-ness Of Thy lov-ing heart.

Thou hast bid me gaze up-on Thee, And Thy beau-ty fills my soul,
Yes, I rest in Thee, Be - lov - ed, Know what wealth of grace is Thine
Sat - is - fies its deep-est long-ings, Meets, sup-plies its ev-ery need,

Bright-ness of my Fa-ther's glo-ry, Sun-shine of my Fa-ther’'s Ia;g,
re e e £ o2 ‘

W o b :

1 r—r— =
Al . ; ; | | n . ) D.C. Refrai
'ﬂ T i ¥ 1 1 1 4 T 1 1 | T 1

s o= o |

: v v v 3 ¥ 15

For by Thy trans- form-ing pow-er, Thou has made me whole.
Know Thy cer-tain- ty of prom-ise, And have made it mine.
Com - pass -eth me round with bless-ings: Thine is love in - deed!
Keep me ev-er trust-ing, rest-ing, Fill me with Thy grace.

—£ P &
E%?F“"'*?J}HH=
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Mark 4:35-41 "That day when evening came, he said to
hmsgdascaplessmpibetisEroroveDptomthemothepasiten
Leaving the crowd behind, they took him-along, just as
hewas, in-the boat. There were also other boats with
him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke
over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus
wassin the stern, sleeping on:a cushion. The discinles
woke him and said to him, 'Teacher, don't you care if
we drown?' He got up, rebuked the wind and said to

the waves, 'Quiet! Be still!'  Then the wind died down
and 1t was completely calm. He said to his disciples,
"Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?'
TheymWentaterrifiedyandraskedweachaothermalihomiseethis?
Even the wind and the waves obey him!*"

)

FENATe RN A W TaT 1AW NENGE S =3 -,

Back in giemsemSmofpehapienmély the Lord says, "icEsfoncs
do no be Iike them, for your Father is know1ng what you
are having need of before you are asking Him." Then

He proceeds to teach them how to pray. Now in werse 32;

He says, "Your Father is knowing that you are needing
all these thlngs e

Philippians 4:19 "And my God will meet all your needs

aceonddmoetorhisupkorionstrichesmmuChyistiglesus .

Haggai 1:2 "This is what the Lord Almighty says, 'These

people say, "The tlme haszneotyetmconentorsthexkond: s
house to be built. Then the word of the Lord came
through the prophet Hagoaimablsmpitrawstinemforayon
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yourselves to be living in your panelled houses, while~
this house remains a ruin? Now this is what the Lord
Almighty says, 'Give careful thought to your ways. You
have planted much, but have harvested little; you eat,
but never have enough; you drink, but never have your
fill; you put on clothes, but are not warm; you earn
wages only to put them 1n a purse with holes st

This is what the Lord Almighty says, 'Give careful
thought to your ways. Go up into the mountains, and
bring down timber and build the house; so that I may
takepleasuresinvitswand=be-honoredys ' isayssthediords
'Vou expected much, but geesititurnedroutstorbe Littles
what you brought home, I blew away.''Why?'declares the
Lord Almighty, 'because of my house, which remains a
ruiny while each of you is busy with his own house.'"

"But be seeking first the kingdom and His righteousness;
@hdwasdthese wthings..shall be. provided for you.
ousNnes
Sauger TeeuU Beard - t&ag“,l;., wite gef Yoy Woukrere. ths e‘d‘h—_
Bhe. children.of Israel had come back for one specific Hamqef"‘?

{ebs  to rebuild the: temple, and they ended up building 1{,;&**:?9
thear -ownghomes here in this experience. ¥ “}
@ feveee
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- Joseph Parker says, "Nothing wrong can happen to me if C:) Ei

I be really rooted in God and if my eye be set toward

Him, with the one anxiety of receiving His light. Given (:j> LU
that 1 have to take care of myself and make all my
arrangements, and go up and down life as if everything 45(,1
depended on me, and my life becomes a cloud, a fear, ?*°°

a sting, a great distress; but given that I am a creature,@ Vs
not a creator, child of the one ever-living, ever-loving

Father, the very hairs of my head are all numbered, my

name is written in heaven and the whole plan of my destiny

is mapped out in the skies; that I am consciously or

unconsciously, so long as my desire is as a pure flame,

working out the divine intention. Let me feel that to

be the case; then come woe, high hill or cold river or

bleak wilderness or a beauteous garden, come what may,

God will come with it; and my life shall be a great

sweet peace.,"

Yﬁﬁ%&b@ﬁiﬁéﬁinﬁ -nor¢yetn£gi?yaur;
you shall put on.' We all have anxieties and
Qg%%ggggggb@dﬂonumﬁ&anof them here dealing with- sl naneesE
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F. B. Meyer in The Directory of the Devout Life says,

"To worry, therefore, about tomorrow is to overpress the
strength of today, Wthh is enough for today s burden
but not enough for today s and tomorrow s also

William Hendriksen points out, '"Jesus has given all the
reasons that prove why worrying about tomorrow is wrong
and senseless, On this day, therefore, we should,out
of gratitude, do what God demands of us. 'Today, O you
that would hear His voice,' Psalm 95:7. As to tomorrow
here personified, let that rest. Allow it to be anxious
for itself, says Jesus, shall we say with a touch of

humor. When tomorrow arrives, there will be new troubles,

but also renewed strength, God has not given us strength
today for tomorrow's difficulties. When we reflect on
the fact that each day has enough trouble all by itself,
let us also be immediately be reminded of Lamentations
R BT

"Because. of the Leord's great love, we are not consumed.
For His compassions never fail. They are new every
morning. Great is your faithfulness.,"

Charles Haddon Spurgeon points out, '"Understand the
former verses as the argument to this 'therefore'.
Anxiety cannet help youj it is quite useless, It

would degrade you to the level of the heathen and
there's no need for it. Therefore, do not forestall
sorrow by being anxious as to the future. Our business
is with today. We are only to ask bread day by day;

and that only in sufficient abundance for the day's
consumption. To import the possible sorrows of tomorrow
into the thoughts of today is a superfluity of
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unbelief, When the morrow brings sorrow, it will bring
strength for that sorrow. Today will require all the
vigor we have to deal with its immediate -evils. There
can be no need to import cares from the future. To load
today with trials not yet arrived would be to overload
it. Anxiety is evil, that anxiety about things which
have not yet happened is altogether without excuse.

Cast forboding cares away.

God provideth for today.

Oh mK heart, what rest there is fer thee.
Lt thow wilt. give thyself up fo thy. Lord
And leave all thine own concerns with Him.

He. giveth moere grace when the burdens. grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase.
To added affliction, He addeth His mercy,

To multiplied t¥ials, his multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed 'ere the day is half done.
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving has only begun.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
[1is power has no boundary known unto men.

Eor roptcatcHisantinite . viches . in Jesus,

He giveth and giveth and giveth again.

Thielicke points eut, "Indeed we can reduce the gospel
to this brief formula. It teaches us everything we do
not need to worry about. We need not worry about whether
we shall be saved. We need not worry about whether we
gain peace. We need not worry about knowing what is
coming, about whether some way out of this utterly hope-
less looking political situation of ours will be found.
None of this is our concern. All this has been taken
care of, ever since it pleased God to become our brother
in Jesus Christ and to share our destiny in suffering,
dying and rising again. From now to the end of days,
this Jesus Christ wills to slumber and be with us in

our little ship as the waves run high. It is simply not
our concern, whether we survive the waves and reach the
last day. This is all taken care of by Him who slumbers
in our ship and in whose hand the ocean is but a quiet
pool."
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J. Vernon McGee points out, '"Take no thought for the
morrow' means no anxious thought. He takes care of

the flowers and the birds and He will take care of

you. But the important thing is to put Him first in

our life. As someone has said, 'Today is the tomorrow ¥
that we worried about yesterday.' How true that 1is

I many of us.
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Lifecbw the inch is @ cinch and by the yard it is
hard.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon says, "A man will do little

by firing off his gun if he has not learned to take
aim. To have a great many aims and objects is much

the same thing as having no aim at all, for if a man
shoots at many things, he will hit none or none

worth the hitting. It is a grand thing to know what
we are living for and to live for a worthy object with
the undivided energy of our being."

If we begin, continue and end with God, our way will
be strewn with blessings.

edmy by-which life is steered should be in th
hand of God. To glorify God and promote righteousness
sh@u-d be our master passion.

Oswald Chambers says, "'Seek ye first the kingdom of

God'. But suppose I do, what about this thing and that?
Who's going to look after me? I would like to obey God,
but don't ask me to take a step in the dark. We enthrone
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common sense as Almighty God and treat Jesus Christ as

a spiritual appendage to it. Jesus Christ hits desperately
hard at every one of the institutions we bank all of

our faith on naturally. The sense of property and of
insurance is one of the greatest hindrances to develop-
ment in the spiritual 1life. You cannot lay up for a

rainy day if you are trusting Jesus Christ. Our Lord
teaches that the one greéat secret of the spiritudl

life is concentration on Ged and His purposes."

o many think that Christ comes to take away:life's
joy xather than to bring.the gikt of blessedness.
John Baillie recalls a story Spurgeon told about one
of his fellow ministers who went to the house of a
poor old woman with a contribution of money for the
payment of her rent. He knocked again and again, but
failed to get any response, Nevertheless, the old
woman was all the time within, and her explanation
afterwards was, " ] Endel i ou

;" And Baillie adds

e who stands at the door has come with W T VY
we are so ready to think he has come for payment. The
knock is a Savior's knock, but we are So réady to think
it dswa taskmaster.'

what You Are WOrrqmsy Abeut Tou LTM“‘L
Turned cuer Tet!l

Youngling points out, "g - was teaching his disciples

' mGody£first.on their priority list., When they .o

that, everything else would fall into place. The

same principle is true today, as well. When df%ciples
actively seek the furtherance of the kingdom and devote
themselves to true righteousness as described in this
sermon, they will have no worries about their physical
well-being. This is a very assuring promise, that
liberates the disciple from worldly concern."
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CasT YOUR
CARES

READ:
Philippians 4:4-9

Casting all your care
upon Him, for He cares
for you. —1 Peter 5:7

THE BisLe IN ONE YEAR:
# Numbers 20-22
B Mark 7:1-13

he psalmist wrote, “Be still, and

know that I am God” (46:10). Paul
exhorted the Philippians to “be anx-
ious for nothing” (Phil. 4:6). And Peter
instructed his readers to cast all their
cares on God (1 Peter 5:7).

How can someone stop worrying
and be “still”? Only through prayer
and trust in the loving God (Phil. 4:6-
7). Those who cast their cares on Him
can set aside the noise and confusion,
ambitions and strivings, and enter into
the peace of God (v.7).

This doesn’t mean that those who
are “still” before the Lord will escape
life’s dangers and dilemmas, but it
does mean they will have the ability to
live with tranquility in the midst of
them. Though trouble may remain, the

confusion, apprehension, and despair begin to fade away.
Such people show poise under pressure; they’re unshaken by
life’s alarms; they radiate peace wherever they go.

If you’ve never acquainted yourself with the depths of God’s
Jove and His call for you to live in that love, your life will be
filled with anxiety and cares. You’ll often be fretful and rest-
less—always looking for that illusive “something more.”

When you learn to turn your confidence toward God and
cast your cares on Him, you can be calm in the midst of life’s
demands. — David Roper

I love to dwell upon the thought
That Jesus cares for me,
It matters not what life may bring—
He loves me tenderly. —Adams

Because God cares for us,
we can leave our cares with Him.
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1 strange feellng to let go of everything you
nd hold dear.' With thls, Ted embraced her
oth wept in each others arms. On another

5 she told Ted, Francy and Ted Jr. that they"

1 :have to let her go, as hard as ‘that may be ‘they
A S -

< i
B. A, Carson points out, "We shall want to pray the Tuvn ‘_{:9_:'_{?'-'

wordsseof T B. Pollock: " .
lH\qh Cosf of fcfm‘aﬂdc. Qgﬂ-ij At ov
'We have not known thee as we ought,

Nor learned thy wisdom, grace or power.
The things of earth have filled our thoughts weafﬁf

And triflies.of. the passing . hour. £> l

Lowd, - give:us light, thy truth to see 0 =40 b? A
And make us wise in knowing thee. Cﬁ
We hawve not feared thee as we ought Q: } ‘tQ;QL (hd
Nor bowed beneath thine awesome eye, qer

Nor guarded deed andword and thought

Remembering that our God was nigh.

Lord, give us faith to know thee near,
And grant the grace of holy fear.

We have not loved thee as we ought,
Nor cared that we are loved by thee.
Thy presence we have coldly sought
And. teebly Longed thy face to. see.

Lord, give a pure and loving heart
To feel and own the love thou art,
We have not served thee as we ought.
Alas, the duties left undone.

The work with little fervor wrought,
The, battles. loest.are scarcely wWeh,

Lord, give the zeal and give the might
Eor thee to toil, for thee to. fight.
When shall we know thee, as we ought
And fear and love and serve: a right?
When shall we out of trial be brought,
Perfect in the land of 1light?

Lord, may we day by day prepare
fousee.thy tace and.serye.thee there,
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CONCLUSION:

V,Wv%§h9~lessons we can learn from this

LESSONs #17 e should not.be sceumulating treasyres onh
garth, but rather in heaven.

EESSON #2: - Wheve your treasure is, there will your
heart be also,

ERSSONa# 5% Nom cannotebesthesservant e futweonmasterssat
the same time.

LESSON #4: We are commanded not to worry about physical
things. The Lord knows our needs,

LESSONw#5: - Oue top. prierity is te seek first the

kingdom of God and His righteousness.
L ]

LESSON #6:: God has promised daily grace and strength,
but not any for tomorrow until it comes.

Ivonce was an outcast, stranger on earth,

A sinner by choice, an alien by birth.

But I've been adopted My name's written down.
An heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown.

A tent or a cottage, why should I care?’
They're building-a palace for me over there.
Though exiled from home, yet still I may sing
AIﬁ glory to God, I'm a chlld orfistilyenKeimgs
EimemaschaibdZof the King,archildrofitheKing.
Wath Jesus, my Savior, I'm a child of the King.

Swindoll, in Three Steps Forward and Two Steps Back

says, ''I have learned that waiting involves trustings

]ghave learned that waiting includes praying. I have
learned that waiting implies resting. I promise you,

G?d will keep His word, if you are only willing to wait."

Step by Skep



SUPPER TIME
—Ira Stanphill

Many years ago in days of
childhood,

| used to play till evening shadows
come;

Then winding down an old familiar
pathway,

| heard my mother call at setting
sun:

CHORUS

Come home, come home,
It's supper time!

The shadows lengthen fast;
Come home, come home,
It's supper time!

We’re going home at last.

CHORUS

One day beside her bedside | was
kneeling,

And angel wings were winnowing
the air;

She heard the call for supper time
in heaven,

And now | know she’s waiting for
me there.

CHORUS

In visions now | see her standing
yonder,

And her familiar voice | hear once
more;

The banquet table's ready up in
heaven,

It's supper time upon the golden
shore.

CHORUS

TAG: We're going home at last!

THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER'’S HAND
—Myra Brooks Welch

‘Twas battered and scarred, and the
auctioneer

Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But he held it up with a smile.

“What am | bidden, good folks,” he
cried,

Who'll start the bidding for me?”

“A dollar, a dollar;” then, “Two! Just
two?

Two dollars, and who’ll make it three?

Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice;

And going for three—" But no,

From the room, far back, a gray-haired
man

Came forward and picked up the bow;

Then wiping the dust from the old
violin,

And tightening its loosened strings,

He played a melody, pure and sweet

As the caroling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said: “What am | bid for this old violin?”

And he held it up with its bow.

“A thousand dollars, and who'll make it
two?

Two thousand! And who’ll make it
three?

Three thousand, once; three thousand,
twice,

And going, and gone,” said he.

The people cheered, but some of them
cried,

“We do not quite understand

What changed its worth.” Swift came
the reply:

“"Twas the touch of a master’s hand.”

And many a man with his life out of
tune,

And battered and scarred with sin,

Has been auctioned cheap by the
thoughtless crowd,

Much like the old violin.

A mess of pottage, a glass of wine,

A game—then he travels on.

He is “going” once, and “going” twice,

He's “going” and almost “gone.”

But the Master comes, and the foolish
crowd

Never can quite understand

The worth of a soul and the change that
is wrought

By the touch of the Master’s hand.

F BUE
L Touched /
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THINKIN’ ‘BOUT HOME
—Terry Toler

“A penny for your thoughts,” | said
to the old man,

As he sat there on the park bench
all alone.

With silver hair, wrinkled brow, and
eyes gleaming,

He smiled and said,

“I'm just thinkin" *bout my home.”

| sat down, and we shared some
laughs together,

And the cinema of remembrance, it
did roll.

We talked about life’s gains—and
yes—its losses;

But mostly—mostly—he just talked
about his home.

CHORUS

He said, “I'm thinkin" ‘bout home,

Thinkin' ‘bout goin’' home,

Dreamin’ ‘bout leavin’ here.

I'm ready to be movin' on.

It won't be long before the sun
goes down,

And I'll be gone.

But until then,

I'll be thinkin’ ‘bout home.

I'll be thinkin’ ‘bout my home.

| said, “Tell me, Old Man,

Where's your home at and what'’s it
like?"

“Oh there ain’t nothing’ ‘round here
that compares.

The King had it built and gave the
deed to me,

And all my family’s already there.”

CHORUS

He said, “I'm thinkin"” ‘bout home,

Thinkin' ‘bout goin’ home,

Dreamin’ ‘bout leavin’ here.

I'm ready to be movin’ on.

It won’t be long before the sun
goes down,

And I'll be gone.

But until then,

I'll be thinkin’ ‘bout home.

I'll be thinkin® ‘bout my home.

e






