SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Matthew 5-7

“The King’s Inaugural Address”

Study Number Eight - Matthew 7:15-29

It’s quite obvious that the message, “The Sermon on the
Mount” 1s one of a conflict between real righteousness and
self-righteousness. When we look at the message of the Lord,
He tells us what kind of people are going to be in heaven. And
there are people who have real righteousness which comes
from Him, rather than a righteousness which they’re trying to
produce 1in themselves.

Of course this divides humanity. Today we have thousands of
people who claim to be nominal Christians who do not have a
relationship with Jesus Christ. And they’re going to have to
face the fact that they have never bowed the knee, they've
never repented, they've never opened their hearts, they’ve
never acknowledged their need for righteousness which is not
theirs, or never come to know Jesus Christ in a personal way.

Thus far in our series of studies, real righteousness i1s seen 1in:

1. BEATITUDES—in the BE-attitudes, not the DO-
attitudes—the poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who are
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gentle and unassuming, those who are hungering and
thirsting for righteousness. They're merciful in action, they're
pure in heart, they're peace-makers. And oftentimes they are
persecuted because they’re misunderstood for what they really
are.

2. SALT & LIGHT—dJesus said we are to be this so that we
can be SALT to our society and LIGHT to the world that’s

around us. He said, “I didn’t come to nullify the Law, I came tc
fulfill 1t.”

3. RIGHTEOUSNESS EXCEEDS THE LAW

4. ATTITUDE & ACTION—He describes the Law for us as
being one of ATTITUDE more than of ACTION in those 6
living illustrations in Matthew 5.

5. GIVING, PRAYING & FASTING—In Matthew 6 He says
real righteousness is always private, self-righteousness

always goes public. And He shows three demonstrations of it
in GIVING, in PRAYING, and in FASTING.

6. WEALTH & WORRY—In the latter part of Matthew 6 He
talked about the two big problems that we all have. The
problem of how to relate to material things, what are our
priorities with regard to WEALTH and what we are

WORRYING about.

We said that to be worrying about something means simply
that we have not surrendered 1t. We have not turned 1t over to
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the Lord yet. We are accepting the responsibility for it and so
we still have anxiety and concern about whether it’s going to
work out the way we want it to work out.

7. CRITICAL SPIRIT—That brought us to another thing
that was very important, and that was the self-righteous
person always points his finger out and criticizes others. The
real righteous person is always criticizing himself. The closer
we get to the Lord, the more critical we become of ourselves.

Paul said, “O wretched man that I am.” (ref. Romans 7:24)

Job said, “Wherefore I abhor myself.” (ref. Job 42:6)

Isaiah said, “Woe 1s me, for I'm undone. I'm a man of unclean
lips.” (ref. Isaiah 6:5)

There’s a book written by Ginilou called Loving Again and she
writes about going through the tragedy of trying to learn how
to love again after the trauma of a divorce. In the book she
says, “I'd like to build a plastic bubble, cut my hair and brush
my teeth and let no one touch me again.”

To know and not to be known, to be able to see and not to have
to be involved. She says this:

(Loving Again by Ginilou)

O God, what’s wrong with me? We have such a hard time
learning to accept ourselves as we are...and then we turn and
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club to death anyone who is not exactly like us. What makes
us think we are so perfect?
(source unknown)

Of course that fits well the CRITICAL SPIRIT that we talked
about in our last study.

Then she says:

(Loving Again by Ginilou)

Sticks and stones may break my bones

but words will never hurt me.

UNTRUE! UNTRUE! UNTRUE!

Sticks and stones may break my bones.

And the break will mend, and the bruise will go away
But the words

The words are absorbed by that vast blotter

called the mind (and the soul)

And they live on forever and forever.

(source unknown)

And who can tell the damage that we do with the tongue in
criticizing others? The self-righteous individual is always
pointing the finger.

We talked about when we take the log out of our own eye—
which 1s the log of criticism—we replace it with an act of love

so that we can see clearly to minister to someone else.
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God’s kind of love is a love which will enter into the life of
someone else and accept them just the way they are, rather
than trying to criticize them to make them better.

Ginilou 1n the book also described her dad:

(Loving Again by Ginilou)

It 1sn’t that Dr. “D” [that’s her daddy] doesn’t recognize people
for what they are, it’s just that he loves ‘em so much that he
always hopes that they’ll live to the highest that they know.
But I tell you...If I were rotting in a jail convicted of the most
horrifying, horrendous crime, Dr. “D” would come and find me.
He would not condone—He would not condemn. He would just
put his arms around me and, with tears streaming down his
face, he would say, “My child, my child, O how much I love
you!”

(source unknown)

And in essence that’s what the Lord 1s saying. When we’re
walking around with a critical spirit, pointing the finger at
everybody else, we have such a big giant redwood 1n our eye
we can’t see to do anything to help anyone else. And that has
to be replaced with a spirit of total, unconditional, and
accepting love. And then we begin to see splinters and we see
ways that we can help others creatively.

8. TWO WAYS—That brings us to our last study and the
Lord’s main concern is about the teaching of the false prophet
and His teaching.



Isn’t it interesting that in our last study we talked about
entering into His kingdom one of two ways? “Enter in,” He
says, “by the narrow gate, because wide 1s the gate and broad
1s the way that leads to destruction and many go in there
then.”

The more we look at that, we realize that it has to do with
criticism and love. For us to make a decision that we’re going
to love somebody rather than criticize them, we’re going to
have to enter into a pretty narrow gate and there aren’t many
people that go in that way.

Most get on the broad way and criticize others and that ends
up in destruction of relationships and everything else. But it’s
also teaching us that there are TWO WAYS here. He says
there 1s a “narrow gate which leads to life, and few there are
who find it.” There are many who get on the road to
destruction.

So whereas we have two ways 1n this study, we’re going to
have in this final study:

TWO TREES and

TWO HOUSES.

Now since we’'ve had the conflict between real righteousness

and self-righteousness, that’s going to be borne out. The

person who learns that real righteousness is a result of the
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Lord living in their lives are people who have made the
decision to enter into that gate. And to go into something we
have to make a decision to do it. We enter in at the narrow
gate and we give up on our own righteousness and receive the
righteousness that the Lord has for us—that’s the narrow
gate.

The broad way is just trying to be self-righteous and
performance-oriented and put it on automatic pilot and it ends
up in destruction.

We're going to see, not only the two ways, but the TWO
TREES. There’s going to be one tree that’s a good tree, and
another tree that’s a bad tree. One will be self-righteous, one
will be real righteous.

We will see TWO HOUSES. One built on the sand, one built
on the rock. The real righteous of course is built on the rock,
the self-righteous is built on the sand of human goodness and
human works and it’s going to fall at the end of the sermon.

So with these thoughts in mind, we are going to look briefly at
some 1nsights that have to do with the fact that there is much
false teaching and oftentimes we need a real spirit of
discernment to be able to tell the difference.

Some people have a wild idea that if it’s an error, if 1t’s
satanic, if it 1s inspired in the wrong direction and goes
against truth, we’ll immediately recognize it. That we can just
see it. And that’s not true.



In Isaiah 14 notice that Satan says, “I will be like the Most
High God.” (ref. Isaiah 14:14)

The epitome of satanic activity is to have someone who really
looks the part but who really isn’t. Someone who can give us
all the answers, be caught up in every way in things, but
really they’re far out in left field. They don’t have a
relationship.

It’s RELIGION without a RELATIONSHIP.

It’s ASSOCIATION without ACCEPTANCE.

The epitome of this would be Judas Iscariot. He’s associated
but he never accepts. He did miracles, he taught, he preached.

He had religion, but no relationship.

And so the picture is of something that looks on the surface
like 1t’s really right, but the Lord says it’s really wrong.

Here are a few verses along this line to set the stage before we
dig into it.

Listen to the Apostle Paul:

2 Corinthians 11:13-15

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen,
masquerading as apostles of Christ; and no wonder, for Satan
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himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising
then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.
Their end will be what their actions deserve.

He says they look like apostles of light. They look like the real
thing, but there’s something missing. And we’re going to see
what that i1s in just a minute.

Colossians 2:8

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and
deceptive philosophy which depends on human tradition and
the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.

1 Timothy 4:1, 2

The spirit clearly says that in the later times some will
abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things
taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical
liars, whose consciences have been seared with a hot iron.

2 Peter 2:1-3

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as
there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly
introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign
Lord, who bought them; bringing swift destruction on
themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways and will
bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed, these
teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up.
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Their condemnation has long been hanging over them and
their destruction has not been sleeping.

1 John 4:1

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to
see whether they are from God, because many false prophets
have gone out into the world.

And then the little book of Jude probably has the best
statement on it:

Jude 17-19

But dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ foretold. They said to you in the last times there
will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.
These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural
instincts and do not have the spirit of God.

It’s real and oftentimes we don’t recognize it, because we're
not discerning enough. Maybe some of us are caught up in
some of it and maybe the best thing we can do is share what
truth 1s in comparison to what error is so we can make a
decision on the basis of what’s being said.

Understand that false teaching has a righteousness and so
does truth.

FALSE TEACHING always has self-righteousness or human
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performance as its base.

TRUTH has real righteousness as its base and truth has
affected the way we live so we act like what we are. And
there’s a reality to it.

Now let’s take the verses one at a time and we’ll see how 1t
just naturally falls out of the text.

v. 15 Beware of the false prophets, who are coming to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ferocious wolves.

“Beware of the false prophets, who are coming to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”

OUTWARDLY they look like sheep. But INSIDE they’re
wolves. They haven’t had a change of heart.

It’s all on the outside. It’s all performance. It’'s how we look.
It’s what we say. It’s what we do. But no emphasis upon what
we are to have really changed our life. So it’s put on the mask,
put on the Santa Claus suit with the whiskers and the pillows;
the paint, and go and be something that we’re not.

To a lot of people that’s religion. It is strictly OUTWARD. The
Lord says, “Beware” of these guys. They’'ve “come to you in
sheep’s clothing,” they look like little lambs, “but inwardly
they are ferocious wolves.”
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Now these are the same people who are the many that are
going down the broad road to destruction. So we’re talking
about the majority.

We don’t see a day in the history of the church when there are
more nominal “Christians” who go to church, who give their
money, who teach, who sacrifice, who serve, who have never
come 1nto a personal relationship with Jesus Chris.

We meet them every day and in every place. When we come
right down to it, and we ask them if they are a Christian,
they’ll say, “I've always been like this. And besides that’s
something personal.”

Or maybe they say something like, “Oh, I don’t know,” or “I'm
not sure, but maybe I hope to be someday.” And these are
people who are deeply involved in religious activity.

If they died tonight, God in His justice would have to condemn
them for all eternity, because they simply refused to recognize
that they did not have a righteousness which 1s acceptable in
God’s sight, and be humble and broken enough to receive that
righteousness in the person of Jesus Christ.

We will always find that falsehood will blur the issue of
salvation. That is the biggie. In any teaching of false
statements, they will blur the issue. They will not have a
“narrow gate.” They’ll tell us that all the roads lead to life—
even the broad one. And we are all coming at it from different
directions, but we're all heading for the same goal.
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That really sounds great, doesn’t it? Because that makes us ali
feel very comfortable that in our pursuit for God, we’re coming
from many directions. But that’s not what Jesus says. Jesus
said there’s only one way to get there, just like there was only
one way to get here physically. We got here by our mother and
that’s the only way we could get here. And spiritually we can
get here only one way, and that’s through Jesus Christ, and
we have to deal with Him.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the
Father, but by Me.” (ref. John 14:6)

Alright, let’s talk a little bit about the THREE THINGS that
are different between TRUTH and ERROR, so we can have
these as kind of recognizable sign posts, okay?

Since He says beware of this, we have to know what we’re

supposed to beware of. So let’s take a minute to look at three
acid tests:

1. Does this teaching have the Lord Jesus Christ at its
center?

Is Christ magnified?
When we hear that teaching, is He always brought in to the
teaching? As to what a man has to face and who he’s going to

meet and who he has to deal with.
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2. There are no disturbing doctrines.

We'll never hear judgment. After all, a God of love would
never condemn a person to hell. We will never hear about a
lake of fire. We will not usually hear any exposition of the
book of Revelation because it’s too difficult to try to explain
that all away. And they will resist teaching that part of the
text.

Isaiah describes it:

Isaiah 57:21

The wicked will say, “Peace, peace,” when there 1s no peace.

The words are always “peace, peace, peace.” And when they
speak of this, they will never disturb us with any
responsibility before God for our eternal destiny.

In other words, we will never get the Holy Spirit convicting us
of sin, righteousness and judgment as a result of their
teaching. And they will not confront us with the fact that if we
are without Jesus Christ, we're doomed for eternity until we
make that decision. They would never get anyone upset in
that way.

3. We can always tell them by their fruits.
And Jesus says that twice in this passage. “By their fruits you

shall know them.”
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To the really righteous, he’s just being what he is. To the guy
who 1s a false teacher, he 1s acting a part. And when we watch
him long enough, we recognize he’s playing a game.

So those three things will really help:

1. If Jesus Christ 1s the center,

2. There are no disturbing doctrines, and

3. By their fruit you shall know them.

v. 16 By their fruits you will recognize them. They are
not gathering grapes from thornbushes, nor figs
from thistles, are they?

“By their fruits you will recognize them. They are not
gathering grapes from thornbushes, nor figs from thistles, are
they?”

It’s interesting that James and John both pick up on this. In
James 3:12 he talks about the tongue and the control of the
tongue.

In James 3 we read:

James 3:12

My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives or a grape vine bear
15



figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.

Eventually what a person is will come out under the stresses
of life. And we’ll be able to see it when we scrutinize it.

John 15:16

You have not chosen Me but I have chosen you and ordained
you that you should go and bring forth fruit...

Christ’s life flowing through us produces the fruit of the Spirit;
and these other wonderful qualities of the Christlike life.

Now what He’s going to do, He’s talked about two ways at the
end of our last study. Then He talks about TWO TREES for a

minute, and then He’s going to wrap it up with TWO
HOUSES.

v. 17 In the same manner every good tree is bearing
good fruit; but the rotten tree is bearing bad fruit.

“In the same manner every good tree is bearing good fruit; but
the rotten tree is bearing bad fruit.”

v. 18 A good tree is not able to produce bad fruit,
neither is a rotten tree able to produce good fruit.

“A good tree 1s not able to produce bad fruit, neither is a
rotten tree able to produce good fruit.”
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v. 19 Every tree which is not producing good fruit is cut
down and is thrown into the fire.

“Every tree which 1s not producing good fruit is cut down and
1s thrown into the fire.”

v. 20 So then, you will recognize them by their fruits.
“So then, you will recognize them by their fruits.”

He says we can tell the type of righteousness that’s involved
by the fruit.

A fruit 1s supposed to do what? It rightly relates to its
environment, the roots go down, it takes up the nourishment
of the soul and the water, and the life of the tree flows up and
what happens? Fruit pops out.

That 1s real fruit. It’s fruit from the life of the tree.

And if the sap of the love of Jesus Christ and the power of His
Spirit is flowing through us, it’s going to be seen by fruit in
our life. We are going to be a different individual.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. Old
things are passed away, behold all things are become new.”
(ref. 2 Corinthians 5:17)

Now it’s so interesting, the self-righteous try to produce all
that by making us do it. They’ll legislate it. It’s alright to do
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this but it’s not alright to do that, and they’ll give us a list of
do’s and don’ts.

We see what legalism does. It stifles the reality of the
relationship. That’s why Paul says in Romans 14, “Let each
man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” (ref. Romans 14:5).

As we come to grips with this thing and the Holy Spirit is
flowing through our life, He’s going to begin to produce fruit in
us. And we're going to be able to know it and to see it.

And He’s saying a bad tree won’t produce good fruit. And a
good tree won’t produce bad fruit. We have to decide whether
we are a bad tree—self-righteous—or a good tree—really
righteous—and that the fruits coming out of our life are a
result of the Lord’s work in our life.

Just make a good fruit check and we can tell where we’re
coming from at this particular point, as to whether or not we
are really in this family. The fruit will begin to reveal itself.

Now it’s interesting that the Lord is so concerned about this
that He’s going to return to it again. This is the only place in
the whole sermon where He says something and then He
turns around and says it again because it is so important.

He starts by saying, “Beware of the false prophet.” And then
He uses the illustration of the tree. Basically, the tree is the
good fruit of the beatitudes or the fruit of the Spirit in
Galatians 5:22 and 23. And then He comes back to it. The
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Lord’s answer to the false prophet is in these next verses.

We might disagree with what’s being said, but we will have to
talk to Him about it, because He’s the one that’s making these
next statements.

v. 21 Not everyone who is saying to me, ‘Lord! Lord?
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he who
is doing the will of my Father who is in heaven.

“Not everyone who 1s saying to me, “Lord! Lord!” shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven, but”—who i1s going to be there, by

CONTRAST?—*he who 1s doing the will of my Father who is
in heaven.”

And the “will of my Father who 1s heaven” is to recognize we
don’t have the righteousness which is not our own. “It has
been purchased on Calvary by My Son.” We receive that.

v. 22 Many shall say to me on that day, ‘Lord! Lord! did
we not prophesy in your name, and in your name
cast out demons and in your name perform many
miracles?

“Many shall say to me on that day, “Lord! Lord! did we not”™—
see the emphasis on works?—“prophesy in your name, and in
your name cast out demons and in your name perform many
miracles?””

v. 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never came to
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know you. Be going away from me, you who are
practicing lawlessness.’

“And then I will declare to them, “I never came to know you.”

Now there’s our word. Never came into a relationship with
Him.

1 John 5:11, 12

This 1s the record that God hath given those eternal life,
because His life 1s in His Son. He that hath the Son have life,
and he that have not the Son of God, hath not life.

We come into a relationship when by an act of our will say, “I
do.” And Jesus Christ becomes our Savior and we are entered
into a oneness with Jesus Christ.

“I never came to know you. Be going away from me, you who
are practicing lawlessness.”

That almost frightens any who is on any kind of performance
kick whatsoever.

But the whole KEY is coming to know Him in a personal way.

Judas Iscariot—He never did. He was WITH CHRIST, but
never IN CHRIST. He had every opportunity but he was
always looking for a more convenient time.
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Notice that the Lord does not say, “I used to know you but I
don’t know you anymore.”

It’s “I never knew you.” Because once we are born again by the
Spirit into God’s family, we are in an eternal transaction that
guarantees our eternal destiny.

In John 17 Christ says, “I have glorified you on the earth and
finished your work.” He 1s still seven hours from the cross, but
He’s talking about it as being history.

And He speaks the same way about us. He 1s so sure of the
history of our relationship to Him, He says, “Those whom He
justified, He’s already glorified.” (ref. Romans 8:30)

PAST TENSE—He sees us as already complete in His sight.
He’s so sure of the work that he’s begun in our life. But has He
begun that work?

Marriage is like that. A couple walks down the aisle and says,
“I do,” and they become one. They make a commitment to each
other that has eternal ramifications.

What He is saying here is that when we say “I do,” when we
give up on human performance, when we finally receive Jesus
Christ, we receive this righteousness which 1s not our own.

But a lot of people are going to be saying, “Lord, Lord, haven’t
we done...” And we can put all kinds of good religious works in
here.
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Haven’t we gone to Bible class? Haven’t we gone to church?

Haven’t we given our money? Haven’t we served? Haven’'t we
been faithful?

The Lord says that doesn’t count. “I never knew you.” That’s
the important foundational issue. Do you know Jesus Christ?
Some individuals have equated all their church activity and
all their religious devotion and fervor and the sacrifices which
they’ve made, equaled the relationship and it doesn’t. We will
know that we have come into a relationship with Jesus Christ:.
We might not know the day or the hour, but we will know that
we know Him as Savior.

And if we don’t, clear it up today. “Now 1is the accepted time,
now 1s the day of salvation.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 6:2)

This 1s so important to the Lord that He returns to it. He
starts with a warning, “Beware of them! But also I want to tell
you that they don’t teach right. And a lot of people are going te
be caught up in all of this activity. On the day of judgment
they’re going to face Him.”

There are TWO THINGS that are very important:

1. The person who said it—it’s Christ—we’re going to meet
Him.

“Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess.” (ref.
Isaiah 45:23)
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2. He says there’s going to be a day of judgment, so there’s
going to be. Take it by faith and respond properly to that and
be sure of our own eternal relationship.

Now He ends the message with an illustration that involves

TWO HOURSES.

v. 24 Therefore everyone who is hearing these words of
mine, and is doing them, shall be likened to a wise
man who built his house upon the rock;

“Therefore everyone who 1s hearing these words of mine, and
1s doing them,”

Isn’t this interesting that He comes to this right after He got
through telling us about it?

“Therefore everyone who 1s hearing these words of mine, and
1s doing them, shall be likened to a wise man who built his
house upon the rock;”

v. 25 and the rains came down, and the rivers came,
and the winds blew, and beat against that house;
and it did not fall; for it had been founded upon the
rock.

“and the rains came down, and the rivers came, and the winds
blew, and beat against that house; and it did not fall; for it
had been founded upon the rock.”
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v. 26 And everyone who is hearing these words of mine
and is not doing them, shall be likened to a foolish
man, who built his house upon the sand.

“And everyone who is hearing these words of mine and is not
doing them, shall be likened to a foolish man, who built his
house upon the sand.”

v. 27 And the rain came down, and the rivers came, and
the winds blew, and beat against that house; and it
fell, and great was its fall.”

“And the rain came down, and the rivers came, and the winds
blew, and beat against that house; and 1t fell,”—and the end of
the sermon 1s—“and great was its fall.”

Here He i1s bringing this closing illustration and He comes up
to the last of it and He says, “great was its fall!”

He sits down and stops talking.

He’s using two houses to illustrate the two kinds of
righteousness:

1. the SELF-RIGHTEOUS is the guy who builds his house
on the sand,

2. the REALLY RIGHTEOUS is the person who builds
himself upon the principles of the Word of God and the rock,
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Jesus Christ.

In Hebrews we have a beautiful picture of Jesus Christ, who 1s
the ANCHOR within the veil. We have an anchor that’s
steadfast and sure.

On Christ the solid rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.
(source unknown)

In this closing illustration there are THREE THINGS that
come to the front:

1. Every person has a house to build.
2. Every person has a foundation to establish.
3. Every man has a storm to face.

We are going to get winds and the winds are going to reveal
what we’re like and the quality of our lifestyle.

We will have floods, heartaches, trials, suffering, and sorrow.
So we're going to face the storm. The question 1s, where’s our
foundation at this point? If we have a real righteousness in
Jesus Christ, we're on a rock. When the wind blows,

something happens. Nothing.
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The house fades and i1t survives the storm.
One hymn writer put it this way:

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose

I will not, I will not desert to his foes,

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake.

(source unknown)

If we build our house upon the rock of the Word of God, and
the principles of the life of Jesus Christ—real righteousness—
we're going to be able to stand in the storm. His grace is going
to be sufficient. His strength is going to be made perfect in our
weakness.

You know there’s an interesting study. I was reading a thesis
in the library at the seminary by one who had done research
on the Greek words in [can’t understand].

The picture here in this paragraph is that the person who has
his house built upon the rock faces many storms. It’s not just
one woosh and it’s over. The picture is storm after storm after
storm after storm. He’s the one that huffs and puffs but he
never blows the house down, because it is built upon the Rock.

And it’s interesting, the Greek word that is used to convey the
puff that blows the house built on the sand and one puff lays it
flat. It takes just one adversity and the house falls flat.
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We know people like that. People who have been very religious
and externally look like they know all the answers. But they
hit one trial and they are gone. They are swept away.

Maybe 1t’s the death of a mate, maybe it’s the loss of a job,
maybe 1t’'s something else. But they have arguments about
why they don’t like God. They’re bitter, they're resentful, and
their witness—their house—just went “Smack” like that. It
fell flat because they did not relate at all to that. That one
little test just blew them away. And we see others who really
know the Lord and who really walk with Him, and they’re
going through it.

But why is i1t that always the good people have to go through
1t? That’s because they’re the greatest witness. When the wind
blows, they don’t care which way 1t’s blowing. They just set
their sail to the direction they’re going in the will of God and
they keep flying. What greater witness 1s there during the
times of great storm and adversity? To be trusting a faithful
God to lead and to direct.

The foundation i1s Jesus Christ. In 1 Corinthians 3 the Apostle
Paul says:

1 Corinthians 3:11

If you have come to Christ, He 1s the foundation, for other
foundation can no man lay, than that which 1s laid which 1s
Jesus Christ.
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And then we read in Matthew 6:

Matthew 6:33

Seek you first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these other things shall be added unto you.

“Seek first”—get our foundation laid on the righteousness of
Jesus Christ.

And then 1n our walk with God, as we saturate ourselves with
the Word of God, we learn to pray, we learn to let the Spirit of
God work through our life, we begin to produce fruit that will
build the house that will stand in the storm when the time
really comes.

One poet put it this way:

My God, I mark with fear

How many hopes decay.

And like the foolish builders house
Fall in the trial day.

Perhaps amid this throng,
Thou dost a soul a spy.

whose towering hopes are built on sand,
I ask Lord, 1s 1t I?

A thousand doubts arise,
I bring them all to Thee.
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Am I unconsciously deceived?
Lord, search my heart and see.

O teach me deep to dig

down to the solid rock.

That when tornadoes round me sweep
my house may bear the shock.

Jesus, thou only art,
the sure foundation stone.

Firm as the eternal hills art Thou,
I build on Thee alone.

Cemented fast to Thee,

no stone 1s laid in vain.

My hope defies the assaults of hell,
the flood, the wind and the rain.
(source unknown)

Proverbs 10:25

When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the
righteous stand firm forever.

What is He saying here? He’s saying if we're building our
house on the Rock, we’re listening to the sermon that He’s
preaching and putting it into practice.

There 1s a strong emphasis in the Bible that revelation
demands a response. When we hear truth, we have a
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responsibility to implement that truth. That’s key to building
on the Rock.

James said, “Be ye doers of the word and not just hearers
only, deceiving your own selves.” (ref. James 1:22)

A. T. Robertson said:

Hearing the sermons is dangerous business if one does not
begin to put them into practice in your daily life.
(source unknown)

Ezra 7:10

Ezra prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, to do it
and to teach it in Israel.

That’s a process that ought to be going on in our life. Ezra got
his heart ready. He sought the law of the Lord—he read it, he
did it, and then he began to teach it.

Dr. Joseph Parker has written a huge volume of work called
Preaching Thru the Bible. And he’s just a magnificent
preacher. I love to read his prayers. I mean, those themselves
are just loaded with theology. Just lifts you heavenward just
to read the prayer. He went through a time of departing from
the conservative teaching of salvation by grace through faith
in receiving Christ. During this time his wife died, and here is
his own testimony:
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At this point there came into his life a great sorrow. His wife,
whom he had loved deeply, became sick and died within a few
hours. He was unable to share his grief with others and
walking through the empty rooms of his home with a breaking
heart, he felt for some footing in the theories of his day and
found none.

Then he said, addressing the company of his
congregational brethren, “My brethren, in those hours of
darkness and those hours of my soul’s anguish, when filled
with doubt and trembling with fear, I bethought myself of the
old gospel of redemption. Alone, through the blood of Christ,
the gospel that I had preached in those earlier days and I put
my feet down on that; and my brethren, I found firm standing:.
I stand there today and I shall die resting upon that blessed,
glorious truth of salvation alone through the precious blood of
Christ.

(source unknown)

What a stirring testimony to come to the simplicity of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Borden of Yale was also an individual who really gave himself
over to the Lord. He wanted to go serve the Lord, but he had
received quite a fortune and could have stayed in the United
States and been very comfortable. He was asked this question:

“Why are you going to throw away your life in some foreign

country,” they asked, “when you can have such an enjoyable

and worthwhile life here?” But William Borden of Yale had

heard the call of God. While in Egypt on the way to China,
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and even before he had much of a chance to do anything, he
became sick. Soon, it was evident to everyone, including
himself, that he was going to die. At this point, Borden could
have said to himself, “What a waste. My friends were right. I
could have stayed in New Haven.” But Borden did not think
this way. As he lay on his death bed in Egypt, he scribbled a
farewell note to his friends that was in some sense his
epitaph. [And this is what the note said:] “No reserve, no
retreat and no regrets.” How could Borden of Yale written
such a statement? Simply because he had learned to build
upon a firm foundation and he was prepared, as we all should
be prepared, to pass confidently into Christ’s presence and to
hear His well and warm welcome.

(source unknown)

Basically, this foundation will put us in good stead so we’ll
hear, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter into
the joys I've prepared for you.” (ref. Matthew 25:23)

“and great was its fall.”—period.

End of sermon.

Psalm 37:23, 24

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord and he
delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast
down, for the Lord upholds him with His hand.

v. 28 And it came to pass that when Jesus had finished
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these words, the crowds were struck with
astonishment by His teaching;

“And 1t came to pass that when Jesus had finished these
words, the crowds were struck with astonishment by His
teaching;”

The REASON is 1n verse 29:

v. 29 for He was teaching them as one who is possessing
authority, and not as their scribes.

“for He was teaching them as one who 1s possessing authority,
and not as their scribes.”

TWO REASONS for that:

1. He always said, “The Law said this, but I say this unto

2

you.

2. He was speaking of an intimate relationship to the
Father, who was also speaking through him.

And we could also point up the fact that He never said, “I
don’t know.” He always had a question, and He always had an
answer, and He always had an insight.

He knows all the questions on the final exam. He’s the one
we’ll meet face-to-face and He’s the one before whom we’re
going to bow.
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Here are the lessons we got out of this final study in the
series:

Lesson #1: Beware of false prophets they often come in sheep’s
clothing.

Lesson #2: You can recognize the false by their fruits.

Lesson #3: “Not everyone who says, ‘Lord, Lord,” is going to get
into heaven.”

Lesson #4: The emphasis of the end of this sermon 1s on
obedience.

Lesson #5: Our lives need to be founded upon the Rock, Jesus
Chraist.

It will be good to end this message with a few words from the
last discourse of our Lord just before He went to the Cross.
Listen to Him as He speaks once more:

John 15:1-8

I am the true vine and My Father is the gardener. He cuts off

every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch

that does bear fruit, He trims clean, so that it will be even

more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word that I

have spoken to you. Remain in me and I will remain in you.

No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
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Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I amt he
vine, you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit. Apart from me, you can do
nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch
that 1s thrown and withers. Such branches are picked up and
thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be
given to you. This is My Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

McDanaiel in her book Stewardship of Sorrows said:

(Stewardship of Sorrows by (Martha) Douglass Scarborough
McDaniel)

He chose you not to bitter tears
Though dark your life may seem.
He chose you not to foolish fears
And not to sit and dream.

He chose you in His loving grace
To action, patience, trust,

To show upon a smiling face
what God can do with dust.
(source unknown)

1 John 3:2

...500on we shall be ike Him, for we shall see Him as He 1s.
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There ought to be in our life a change that involves
compatibility to the person of Jesus Christ. We are becoming
more and more like Him every day.

If we are in fact in relationship with Him, if we’re not, it’s still
a performance. We make our exits and our entrances all on
time, and we perform. But if it’s real, if 1it’s personal, our life 1s
changing and “soon you will be like Him, for you shall see Him
as He 1s.”

Oh Lord, hasten that day.

Father, we thank You that we've had this chance to travel
together through these verses. Lord, we realize too that
because of what we’ve taught and what we’ve heard, that we
can expect that each of us will be more like Jesus, if we have a
real relationship. We pray that You continue Your good work
in the lives of those who know You. And affirm their faith by
Your Spirit’s presence and the joy that they know that they're
in relationship with You. For those who know You not, we
pray that they will come to know You in a personal way.
Thank You for the glorious opportunity to share Your word. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Matthew 5-7

“The King’s Inaugural Address”

Study Number Eight - Matthew 7:15-29

NOTES

v. 15 Beware of the false prophets, who are coming to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.

v. 16 By their fruits you will recognize them. They are not
gathering grapes from thornbushes, nor figs from thistles, are
they?

v. 17 In the same manner every good tree is bearing good fruit; but
the rotten tree is bearing bad fruit.

v. 18 A good tree is not able to produce bad fruit, neither is a
rotten tree able to produce good fruit.

v. 19 Every tree which is not producing good fruit is cut down and
1s thrown into the fire.

v. 20 So then, you will recognize them by their fruits.

v. 21 Not everyone who is saying to me, ‘Lord! Lord!” shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven, but he who is doing the will of my
Father who is in heaven.

v. 22 Many shall say to me on that day, ‘Lord! Lord! did we not
prophesy in your name, and in your name cast out demons and in
your name perform many miracles?

v. 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never came to know you.
Be going away from me, you who are practicing lawlessness.’

v. 24 Therefore everyone who is hearing these words of mine, and
is doing them, shall be likened to a wise man who built his house
upon the rock;

v. 25 and the rains came down, and the rivers came, and the winds
blew, and beat against that house; and it did not fall; for it had
been founded upon the rock.
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NOTES

v. 26 And everyone who is hearing these words of mine and is not
doing them, shall be likened to a foolish man, who built his house
upon the sand.

v. 27 And the rain came down, and the rivers came, and the winds
blew, and beat against that house; and it fell, and great was its
fall.”

v. 28 And it came to pass that when Jesus had finished these
words, the crowds were struck with astonishment by His teaching;
v. 29 for He was teaching them as one who is possessing authority,
and not as their scribes.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Matthew 7:15-29 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What are we warned about in verse 15?

3. How will we recognize them, according to verse 16?
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4. What 1s the warning of verse 217

5. What 1s the warning of verse 22?

6. Who 1s the wise man who builds his “house upon the rock,”
according to verse 247

7. Who 1s the foolish man who builds his “house upon the

sand,” and what happens to his house, according to verses
26 & 277

8. What 1s the response of the crowds, according to verse 28?
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Beware of false prophets who are coming to you
in sheep’s clothing.

LESSON #2: You can recognize the false by their fruits.

LESSON #3: “Not everyone who 1s saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

LESSON #4: The emphasis in the concluding statements of
the sermon i1s upon obedience.

LESSON #5: Our lives need to be founded upon the Rock,
Jesus Christ.
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ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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