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STUDY #1 IN THE LIFE OF KING SAUL

I Samuel 9:1-27

v. 1 There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish
son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of
Aphiah of Benjamin.

v. 2 He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man without equal
among the Israelites--a head taller than any of the others.

v. 3 HNow the donkeys belonging to Saul's father Kish were lost, and
Kish said to his son Saul, "Take one of the servants with you
and go and Took for the donkeys."

v. 4 So he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and through the
area around Shalisha, but they did not find them. They went on
into the district of Shaalim, but the donkeys were not there. Then
he passed through the territory of Benjamin, but they did not
find them.

v. 5 When they reached the district of Zuph, Saul said to the servant
who was with him, "Come, let's go back, or my father will stop
thinking about the donkeys and start worrying about us."

v. 6 But the servant replied, "Look, in this town there is a man of
God; he is highly respected, and everything he says comes true.
Let's go there now. Perhaps he will tell us what way to take."

v. 7 Saul said to his servant, "If we go, what can we give the man?

The food in our sacks is gone. We have no gift to take to the
man of God. What do we have?"

v. 8 The servant answered him again. "Look," he said, "I have a quarter
of a shekel of silver. I will give it to the man of God so that
he will tell us what way to take."

v. 9 (Formerly in Israel, if a man went to inquire of God, he would say,
"Come, let us go to the seer," because the prophet of today used
to be called a seer."

v.10 "Good," Saul said to his servant. "Come, let's go." So they set
out for the town where the man of God was.

v.11 As they were going up the hill to the town, they met some girls
coming out to draw water, and they asked them, "Is the seer here?"

v.12 "He is, they answered. "He's ahead of you. Hurry now; he has
just come to our town today, for the people have a sacrifice at
the high place.

v.13 As soon as you enter the town, you will find him before he goes up
to the high place to eat. The people will not begin eating until
he comes, because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward, those
who are invited will eat. Go up nows; you should find him about
this time."

v.14 They went up to the town, and as they were entering it, there was
Samuel, coming toward them on his way up to the high place.
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v.15 Now the day before Saul carme, the Lord had revealed this to
Sanmuel:

v.16 "About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land
of Benjamin. Anoint him Teader over my people Israel; he will
deliver my people from the hand of the Philistines. I have Tooked
upon my people, for their cry has reached me."

v.17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, "This is
the man I spoke to you about; he will govern my people."

v.18 Saul approached Samuel in the gateway and asked, "Would you please
tell me where the seer's house is?"

v.19 "I am the seer," Samuel replied. "Go up ahead of me to the high
place, for today you are to eat with me, and in the morning I will
Tet you go and will tell you all that is in your heart.

v.20 As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about
them; they have been found. And to whom is all the desire of
Israel turned, if not to you and all your father's family?"

v.21 Saul answered, "But am I not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe
of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing to me?"

v.22 Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the hall and seated
them at the head of those who were invited--about thirty in number.

v.23 Samuel said to the cook, "Bring the piece of meat I gave you, the
one I told you to lay aside."

v.24 So the cook took up the Teg with what was on it and set it in front
of Saul. Samuel said, "Here is what has been kept for you. Eat,
because it was set aside for you for this occasion, from the time
I said, 'I have invited guests.'" And Saul dined with Samuel that
day.

v.25 After they came down from the high place to the town, Samuel talked
with Saul on the roof of his house.

v.26 They rose about daybreak and Samuel called to Saul on the roof, "Get
ready, and I will send you on your way." When Saul got ready, he
and Samuel went outside together.

v.27 As they were going down to the edge of the town, Samuel said to Saul,
"Tell the servant to go on ahead of us"--and the servant did so--
"but you stay here awhile, so that I may give you a message from God."
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response to this is:

Ridout points out: M he pations--how human this js! It is
as though they were(7 all the nations.) It 1s putting themselves
on the same plane with those very Philistines whom but latel e
had overthrown in the power of God alone, Alas, SO _€as1 we Tor-
et and s TC urn_away trom our blessed God, wﬁo wou!% gave us
10nsy Had he not s1ng1ed
eculiar people 1n His elec choice, by the wondrous signs in the

land of Egypt, by the sheltering blood, and bringing them forth with
a high hand and outstretched arm? Had he not guarded them as the
apple of His eye all through that great and terrible wilderness? Had
He not cast out the nations from the land of Canaan and given them

an inheritance? Houses which they had not builded and vineyards which
they had not planted? What nation had ever been so treated? This
wretched word, "like all the nations" is a denial in one breath of
their whole history. They were to be Tike all the nations. They
would be still among the fleshpots of Egypt, groaning in bitter and
hopeless bondage. And for ourselves do not the desire for human
remedies for recognized evils, for some resemblance to the ways of
men about us, deny all that divine grace has done for us in making

us a peculiar people for God Himself?

"However, after the solemn witness is born and the people repeat their
des1re they are Teft--so1emn thought--]eft to their cho1ce Jlﬁih-
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ay 1n His own presence, and be spared the sorrow for ourselves and
the dishonor to His name which come from the bitter experience of a
path of disobedience. Again Samuel rehearses all the words of the
people to the Lord, and again he is told to hearken to the voice of
the people, who are for the time dismissed with the tacit promise
that as they have desired, so it shall be. Sad journey homeward, as
every man goes to his own city, after having deliberately refused
longer to be under the mild and loving sway of the only one who
could be truly their ruler."
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jlﬂgggg_lz;ll cap be written over the remainder of 1 and 2 Samuel:
"I _gqave you a king in my anger, and TOOK him away in my wWrath."

J. Vernon McGee points out: "Ihe childrep of Israel are doing to
have their wa od is _goipng to agive them a king WhaT wWas CTTUE O
ae] in the days of Moses s still truye. "And he gave them the |
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111 grant Israel's desire for a king, b : 'Illﬂﬁllﬂaliallne1r'
gdyvantage, God's guidance of the nation will be 1ndirectly throug

the prophet. We shall see God will not speak directly to the king,
but still through the prophet, who will convey God's word to the king.
The king will accept it or reject it as he chooses."
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It wasWnot to defile himself with the
king's meat and how the Lor essed him abundantly, and also eventually

preserved him in the lion's den.

It was ihgﬂfgghi Pgsﬂgch and Abed—neag who would not bow down to the
image of gold, and who the Lord ultimately protected in the fiery
furnace. It was who would not compromise moral convictions by
having an affair \Wm and thus was protected by the
Lord and prospered even during a prison term.

It is well for us to stop and ponder the feelings that often come,

especially to those who are young of heart, 1 voice
and stay by your conscience and your d to_con
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'RODUCTION TO CHAPTER

While driving along this summer, I noticed a Tittle Pinto ahead of me

that had two bumper stickers on the rear bumper. “The Tirst bumper

sticker on the Jeft said, "You are always welcome at the First Assembly

Eﬁ;ﬁgd_chunﬁ . The bumper sticker on the aid, " You toucha
car, I smasha vou face!" We all have our favorite bumper stickers.

ne I heard of the other day: "God is back and boy is he mad!" or
"Speed on brother! Hell ain't half full yet!" "Honk it you love Jesus"
When you do, they shake their fist at you. "Ask me EEEEE mi §ran§§a§§?
I've yet to see one that says, "Ask me about my teenagers.” ¥
T mad oo Eddic © 01d posdiman wever die +ha
Just Jose Hawe 200 0 Haue “You L\uqc}eJ Your Lawyer 'I‘“-"“;V,

Howwe i:f___'_h: #::l_ﬂfﬁ:'c,."
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ﬁ,r\"‘“{’ Vc,o""’PJ Vernon McGee points out "this boy Saul wa
_bag\ he Tooked Tike a king, but he was an actor that played a part. He
e} was not a king at heart,  The.people, however, were choosing their

505'(/\_\06"5 king by h1sw and P&J@Mﬂﬁ.ﬁhﬁﬁ%ﬁg
n % It is this outward appearance that places our nation in such a dangerous
: b = d K dlld a

pos1t10n today.
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k,b W There wasn't a more kingTy N man in The
¢ nation. He could have been both a TV and a movie star. He looked
\n045 d@ﬂ he part and could play the part. The trouble was he was not a king
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prepares_twice as hard for his case. he seldom lose As at%gg;g;;)
e 18 mlma'uamlmmmm e and usually Tets you

inconsiderate,
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know that he knows. He has ong leadership capabilities, enjoys
being chajrman of the board, never comes to a.meetind unprepared. He
would have made an(excellent airlines captainl where he would, be
mixing Mm decisjveness and determination. As anM
he woul S ini i e 1s
likely to 1nsStitution or ess and run 1t very
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When you Took at the natural weaknesses of this temperament, you find

they are extremely diffi neople to please. rar £
hemselyes. They can be mmmma:lm.-. ey s%ar% %&1inE1inﬁn-q

negatively ahg pemselves or someope else. These two temperaments
are haunted by self-persecution, hostility and Cﬁjljﬁjimq When you
put these two together, you Can -mﬁm im under the pile just as

aVer LOrd., WY e
as well as nis _tellow man.

e may become manic-

If these negative
And he can become

His deta11ed analysis and Eerfect10n make him a nitpicker who drives
othe e Wa
He radiates disapproval and fe compe i

e ar 1 allures and to correc eir mistakes.

Luke and Moses are probably other melancholy-cholerics in scripture.

Like many melancholy- cho]emcs,%ﬁé‘mwmm
meﬂg?_. Consequently, he died before his time.
1ke Moses who wasted 40

years in the backside of the desert,
harb0r1ng bitterness and an1nos1ty before surrender1ng h1s 11fe to
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HebYewW dirl tascinating a Persian king

hrgne? Or the beauty of _g
would save the whoTe Heb . 0N
0, Tn the passage at we now

Y @S Such was the case wit S The
of some donkeys from the -astures of a Hebrew

i or _good and can be used to
ne u mmmm of _a sovereign God's purpose 1n weaving
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J. Vernon McGee points out "I know that the Lord has a sense of
You just cannot miss it because it is in too many places in
: . f his fat

humor.
Sau] s out 1

the word of God

must smile when a
n the human race!"
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After looking everywhere they possibly could for his father's an1mals,
he speaEs To N1s servant and says to h1m,
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Although it necessary to ret the servant had a different
Ev1gentiy, Sau] Was not ?am1'f'1'a%r h te name or the characrar
w Tike hn_{__mggmgw)d hides from the wise and

pru ent, He"sometimes reveals to babes. It is an interesting th1ng

in the study of the scr1ptures how often

people have been in-

then the kings of +§;ggl.@nd Judah and Edom are frustrated in their
attempt to do batt e against Moab, i ) ! ere not
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done what they cou]d Of the servant of Saul's we know nothing what-
ever, save that in his master's dilemma he told him of the Lord's
servant and induced him to apply to him to extricate him from his
difficul ty.

elr present p 1ght by the fact that the food
that they have taken with them on the Journey in search of the donkeys
is all gone. ﬂ ak

the question:
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was always carried as something to have in case of an emergency, and

}'_1e volunteers this for the so1ut1'r_)n to their problem. "E gg!! give

fore is g.Littlebaranticeis ineeried by the spicitof God,.hich s
helpful for our understanding of what is taking place.

J. Vernon McGee points out "There is a change of names. Men who
dealt in mind control and spiritism were called seers. God wanted

a different name for His man and so He called him a prophet. This ‘:‘_?'”( J
3 irst of the grder of prophets, although

actually make

y 0 1N i e all
t out for the town where the man o1

[ _God v

W with the suggestion of his servant who has a quarter
of a shekel of silver and the that it is time to go
( and consult with the man of God to see 1T he can tell them which way

they are to take. §g they set out ;g; ;hg town where the man of God
was.

)
(p; \0 % '5*"'“1 Just as they are going up to the city, WWQO are
Y \c@ coming out to get water. Seeking 1'nstruc__t1o:25 rrom them, they ask
Ge ) the question, [Suilleecoorihareds, !5 W whet: 6000 Gait Amygt e deqer vight

My Pheowe tikmher 15 777

vV 12 A 1 he answered || 1

.\‘ . X

W e s : :

w You have gotten here just exs 3 he right time. W 0

A an.cateh nim betore he does UD Tor the Sacrifice. 1S WA 0 ould
det a word im, and 1 ou have any business to transact, 1t could
De_TdKen care oT_Dbertore nhe dactually gets 1nvolved 1n his religious
ACTIV] 1
v.13

| he comes., because he must bless the sacrifice: afterward
thosewho are invited will eat. . Go up now: vou should find him
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One is reminded again OfWH%mﬂ is_in_ the
accomplishment. of His purposes. Here Sau e servant, artnough

searching days in futility for the animals, come to this particular

'1,'//“ Tocation and Wm???&_tim for them to have
éff O,Li this altogether important encounter wi amue
&%&%’ € ) : , if we are on|

14 2
E' " m(The irls must have guickened the pace of Jayl and the

ey moved toward the Town.
w

( the new ruler o Tnto con act w1t each other, was happily

adjusted all through means to us ggggngg;|g 299199ﬂ;9|i but form1ng
Earts of a great scheme fg; God. )

We cannot see ho»ﬁ&nﬂ{ts&ﬁga gﬁ:g;@mg M He(S‘J-eaJ [1)
accomplishes His Perposes.®™stooking®at what gomMg on™n C

ife i i , that you can See%
Wﬁ% left to themselves an
appears to have no connection with them. And yet all the while the

1fe men seem to be SO comple e y e1r own masters, and
yet as we see from this chapter before us, God is really at work.
Whether men know it or not, they are really fulfilling the purposes

of His will. Calmly but steadily, like the stars in the silent heavens,
men are bringing to pass the schemes of God.

Here the Lord givesJﬂg;ﬁhﬁ;_%ﬁ;%ﬁ%ﬁéinto how preparations had been made
behind the scenes, not only tha vy would providentially meet one

another, but that the Lord had also ;g¥gg|gq e §gm“e1 that something
wai ﬂoing to take E1ace. This revelation 1s given in verse 16:
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J. Vernon McGee points out "The question is often asked, Just how did
God communicate in the 01d Testament when he says "The Lord spake."

I think that when it says "The Lord spake," He spoke. That is the
way communication came. It came by words. It is the words of scripture
that are inspired, not the thoughts. We are given an inkling of how
God communicated when he says, "Now the Lord had told Samuel in his
ear." What I hear in my ears are words. That is the only thing that

~ makes sense. And that, of course, is what Samuel heard."

oy

Blaikie points out "We have seen Qymw_ﬁ‘gr
when the people came to him with thelr request for a king. He too

it as, ersonal affront, as well as ave public error. Conscious
as he was of having done his duty fa1‘%ﬁ?m rendered
high service to the nation, and reposing calmly as he probably was

on the expectation that at least for some time to come, Israel would
move forward peacefully and happily on the Tines which he had drawn

for them, it must have been a_
and asked him fg. ove 3
It must have been one o ose_.bewlldering moments when
ife appears lost and all one's dearest hopes and hardes
snattered like the aaments 0T a potter s vesse]. e have seen how

blow when they came to him

Tn that sad moment Samuel carried his sorrows to_the lLord, and learning
thus to view the whole matter from God's po 0 ew--how he came

to make comparatively [1ttle account 0T his own. disappointmen and
to think only how he could stil[ serve the cause of God, how he

could stilT _help the people, how.ne could prevent fhe vessal which

he was no-longer to steer from dashing adain the hidden rocks he

“SdW SO clearlVv ahead 1S 1MpPOSSible NOt tO be struck wi e
amuel ! haracter in this mode of action."

How good to go back to Wﬁ%ﬁand remember that
W, elieves a 1ngs, hopes all things, en-
AP -
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J. Vernon McGee points out "Many times God answers our request when
it is not the best thing for us. When we keep crying to the Lord
for whatever it is we want, finally He does for us what he did for

u).uﬂ Israel. He grants our request. When the children of Israel were
le in the wilder , they cried for t. God gave them meat, but He
| b, sentTeanness unto is Me made

in the name of Christ, which means that it must be according to His
will and for His glory. A1l requests should hinge on that very im-
portant matter."

Just as the cries of the children of Israel in bondage in Egypt

\o
(l-\ ch ascended to the ears of the Lord of Hosts, so here once again the
M Lord says, "Their cry has reached me."
5

Qrd 0 DEdK 0 - 0 d =
the-man that T spoke To vou about, He wil]

does not recognize Samuel and i

T Knew feu
Wepe Coyming
So T Baxed &

: 5 . : : ; & i
Immediately Samue] ;;;uﬁg E series %I ]EE;EHE;JQQS tel1ing Saul to go £l
up to the high place and then to eat wi im, and then he is going to

be spending the night. On the morrow Samuel is going to be telling
him all that is in his heart.

ap]ied 0 0 i
3 ou_are to eat with me, and in the morning I
lalﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬁlﬁﬂﬁ.ﬂﬂml‘mﬂlI'Qﬂ“lﬂ'l‘i“ﬁﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬁ“ﬂlﬂﬁﬂi.

The chief concern of Saul at this moment is to seek advice about the

way to go to fin ; and so
y telling Saul an e servant that they have been found. And t en

he asks a question: "
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J. Vernon McGee points out "Saul was not actually God's choice, that
is, He gave Israel the sort of man He knew they wanted. As Saul

moved among the people, they saw that he was tall, handsome and looked
like a k1ng When they asked for a k}ng,

McGee points out "Saul sounds a great deal Tike ﬁiﬂﬁﬂﬂ.i” this verse.

Gideon sa1d 'Oh ny Lordl.| W erewith sha]] I

eho1d my fam
Israe] was at war and bad

r pe afraid. Israel was not at
5 war. He had been out looking for his father's long-eared donkeys
that had already been found. His mission was accomplished. The
point is that there was nothing to prompt a speech like he gave. I
personally feel that this was a false humility. I think Saul felt
very much like he was the one who could be king."

Samuel does not answer Saul's question: "Why do you say such a thing
to me? but rather he gives attention to the duties at hand.

dul and nis _servan

(.»\ef To honor Saul as the new reigning monarch was his express purpose on
,f”” Th1s occasion..

d And now again, as
s attention by helping him recognize that
gewa,. "Bring the piece of meat I gave you, the one I

v.24
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erK‘-You can just see the muskerious. ac s this choice
*f%“} .f’”‘UD1ece of meat is broug t 1n and set in front of Saul; and then to
‘é?Jgkq ~hear Samuel say, Here is what has been kept for you. It has been
\\ set aside for you for this occasion from the time I said I have in-
vited guests.'" Josephis Brodbes A+ the Tale ! Seme ihaigs Gotngon i

[t could be that the pleceOl/icala RS Glued HASLIAL W I,
fully belonged to Samuel on this occasion, and he 1s giving 1
Saul as sor% ot an 1m2|1cit act of resignation of his E]ace to him.

\%

e OOl i morma

\Cn:/“;? ——» history, lBangev, P t\'a feo | — Mu&ﬁuq Lef:ev-t,

ﬁﬁfﬁ*‘ Jggzﬂe After all the religious activities are over, they come back to the
F house where Samuel 1s staying and there they spend time communing

@0 - |l . 7 !
’,,»Ziw | togetherl and I am sure Samuel is sharing wi aul some of the ord's

1rection with regard to his future, and also expressing to him the
5
1ﬁ3;- jo f7L;L’des1res of the people.

i
"“ﬂ” I am sure much of the conversation that went on between these two men
was the‘ﬁﬁﬂhhiﬁinﬁi.of the nation /L from the ca11 of Abram in
is cha _i;_ through the ; : through
e land and

cadership, and the sad failure during the
PTCSQM‘{' ed"\J ‘l‘lcn-\.S’ H¢ w‘“ be F’acw-.? &"J.;u-r ﬁp‘-‘rl\_,

Fu,‘l'urf "

¢ I feel confident Samuel challenged Saul with regard to the principles
j,f of Teadership and‘the fact that h1s greatest cha11enge_wou[d be to ca]




versat1on t at must ave passed -etween them can only be seen in

r
S
those & ; sharing ’ﬁ9a§Ji
together ano er, even rist. acadll &
s)( The tragedv of human experience i 0 see thi i glorio op -
ey counter between these o_men _and then to see the last through the
g1tch d naor 1 i]Tllir\u.-ui-muu-a.mu

E -:S;;s aS_King, Samuel speaks such wordS 0T severity and udgmen

ewga The quest1on that weTIs up in our m1nds 8l
and sion? We are going
to answer that question as we trace the ongoing biography of King

Saul.

ey were joined wi

It is Thomas Kirk who said, "Here we have an illustration of the
. divine being regulating the movements of men in the sphere of moral
eedom with as much precision as he does the movements of the heavenly
odies in the sphere of natural law. As Samuel is going out by the
gate of the city, he saw Saul and his servant coming in. On account
of the divine communication the day before, he would be on the outlook

45 for the expected quest. When the two strangers came within the range

ﬁaz of his vision, he would naturally fix his gaze on the tall and handsome
form of Saul. And as he was looking with questioning wonder and sur-
‘E;:ésjh prise, the Lord said to him, 'Behold, the man of whom I spake to thee.

P

This man shall have authority over my people.' And as Saul drew near
|T 3

to Samue] in the gateway, he sa1d to h1m

1ﬁﬂlﬁIlﬁtﬂﬂlH3HlIiilil;ﬁ!lﬂﬂlﬁﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂlﬂi

"At the close of the feast Samuel took him to his own house and communed
with him on the roof. And that night we can well believe as they con-
versed perhaps on Israel's glorious past and future, was the hrightest
and most exhilirating that the son of Kish had ever spent. The obscure
farmer's son had suddenly become the honored guest of Israel's great
prophet and judge and was.on the eve of becoming the first anointed
monarch of the chosen people. Seeking after asses, he had found a
k1ngdom !

"’LD‘C Arh lﬂﬁ FﬁunJ A “u
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CONCLUSION:

th; |§§§gni can _we |earn from this Barticu]ar chaeter?
LESSON #1: HQN ignsi;ive we must be to God's direction when it seems
{E 01 contrar 0 Oour desires

LESSON #2: Mgn logks on the outward appearance, but God looks qun the

hea;t.

LESSON #3: d uses sometimes negative and insignifica i

in our Tives to the accomplishment ot His _purpose.
LESSOM #4: How Eer‘fect js the Lord'§ ;jming ju ;hg hﬂggmjng Qﬁ%ﬂﬁ
in our lives.
F et

LESSON #5: Samuel's humble and obedient hgg;; ji ;ﬁ;gg|gg jn hji
treatment o aul on 1S 0ccasion.
A e s i . o ot T e g i ML ST TGO
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