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STUDY #3 IN THE LIFE OF KING SAUL

I Samuel 11:1-15

TEXT:

v. 1 Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged Jabesh Gilead. And all
the men of Jabesh said to him, "Make a treaty with us, and we
will be subject to you."

v. 2 But Nahash the Ammonite replied, "I will make a treaty with you
only on the condition that I gouge out the right eye of every
one of you and so bring disgrace on all Israel."

v. 3 The elders of Jabesh said to him, "Give us seven days so we can
send messengers throughout Israel; if no one comes to rescue us,
we will surrender to you."

v. 4 When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and reported these
terms to the people, they all wept aloud.

v. 5 Just then Saul was returning from the fields, behind his oxen,
and he asked, "What is wrong with the people? UWhy are they
weeping?" Then they repeated to him what the men of Jabesh had
said.

v. 6 When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God came upon him in
power, and he burned with anger.

v. 7 He took a pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent the pieces
by messengers throughout Israel, proclaiming, "This is what
will be done to the oxen of anyone who does not follow Saul and
Samuel." Then the terror of the Lord fell on the people, and
they turned out as one man.

v. 8 When Saul mustered them at Bezek, the men of Israel numbered
three hundred thousand and the men of Judah thirty thousand.

v. 9 They told the messengers who had come, "Say to the men of Jabesh
Gilead, 'By the time the sun is hot tomorrow, you will be delivered.'"
When the messengers went and reported this to the men of Jabesh,
they were elated.

v.10 They said to the Ammonites, "Tomorrow we will surrender to you,
and you can do to us whatever seems good to you."

v.1l The next day Saul separated his men into three divisions; during
the last watch of the night they broke into the camp of the
Ammonites and slaughtered them until the heat of the day. Those
who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were Teft
together.

v.12 The people then said to Samuel, "Who was it that asked, 'Shall
Saul reign over us?' Bring these men to us and we will put them
to death."

v.13 But Saul said, "No one shall be put to death today, for this day
the Lord has rescued Israel."

v.14 Then Samuel said to the people, "Come, let us go to Gilgal and
there reaffirm the kingship."

v.15 So all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed Saul as king in the
presence of the Lord. There they sacrificed fellowship offerings
before the Lord, and Saul and all the Israelites held a great
celebration.
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Breedlove in his thesis The Spiritual and Psychological Failure of

fa11ure persona Yy 1s a spiritual one because 1t was inevi a-]y a
ai to obey the task that God had gi i Because it was a
ailure 1n the realm o 3 also carried with

it drastic repercussions in his political 1ife. And because he

erver reacted ;g.nji ijnfu] acts in a godly mﬁgnﬁ;T he was forced
sutter, c? consequenges; in this case, a psycho ogica] breakdown."
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In our f1rst two stud1es we have noted God

Delitzsch points out "Even after the 3 ign by Tot at Mizpah, Saul
! : ' ernment dt once, but returneﬁ TO%

something so 1ng could not expect a general
and voluntary recognition of his regal dignity and authority,
especially after the conduct of the worthless people mentioned in
chapter 10:27, until he had answered their expectations from a king

and proved himsel jverer of Israel from its foes by a victorious
camWBﬂr%&MrMer over his people without
any seeking on his part, he would wait for higher instructions to act
before he entered upon thEMWn given

him."
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Blaikie points out "Primitive though the state of society was in those
days in Israel, we are hardly prepared to find Saul following the

herd in the field after his election as king of Israel. We are com-
pelled to conclude that the opposition to him was far from contempt1b1e
1n number and in 1nf1uence and that h f
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at his election would have made away with him. Human Tife was of
so 1ittle value in those Eastern countries, and the crime of destroying
it was so Tittle thought of, that if Saul had in any way provoked
host111ty, he would have been almost certa1n to fall by some assass1n S
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r cared not for their def f Israel, for
emselves too hard bese xhausted probably

by the weary seige, they propos of capitulation."
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McGee points out "This was a v i
on the men of Jabes’ ney certainly needed delliverance

Because of this very difficult condition placed by Nahash upon the

men of Jabesh Gilead, you know that he was seeking revenge upon the
people of Israel for the prior defeat that the Ammonites had

experienced under Japhthah's leadership. Ll\dc 4otal Suvmnclcr!!
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He then receives the report which had been given by the men of
Jabesh earlier.
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I do not think at p S name cou

stood alone. When Saul asked the people to come and Tinked his
name with Samuel's name, however, the people came. They also came
because of two main fears: They were afraid of Saul and also
fearful of what the Ammonites might do to them."

Saul prepares @ bold 2 on and sends it by messengers though-
out Israel with e warn1ng at those who choose not to support his
campaign against the Ammonites will have their own oxen destroyed.

As the Spirit of God came upon Saul in power, so the terror of the
Lord fe - rned out as one man.
“The Lovd Can get rvesutds, 1eh Hiln work.

hem at Bezek, the men of Israel numbered
ired thousand and the men of Judah thirty thousand
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Chree hundred

With only 7 days of reprieve given to the folks at Jabesh Gilead,
it was necessary for haste to be the order of the day in order to
b get organized and confront the Ammonites in such a short time.

in proclaiming the threat that he does, and also the fact that he

entifies himself with Samuel; and third, the terror of the Lord
that fell upon the people caused this tremendous crowd of men who
were willing to protect the nation.
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The messengers from Jabesh who had been waiting to see the result of
Saul's appeal were now dispatched with this message to their fellow

citizens: Tomorrow you will have help when sun shi

hauL-noan. The Sevewdl day !]

The messengers are to go back and tell the inhabitants that the
V“"‘( is

When the messengers went and reported this to the residents of
Jabesh they were elated.

through the days, and since the seventh day is on the morrow
in the completion of the time period allowed, the residents of Jabesh
Gilead tell the Ammonites that they will surrender to them, and they
can put out their right eyes or do whatever seems good to them.

v.11 he next da 3 eparated his men into three divisions; d ﬁl!
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ale ived were attered, so that no two of them were left

( together.

Saul divided his men into three large groups. Then the three groups
mmmpfg?ﬂ-m, s'caf%ering them so that there
was not two of them left together that survived. Each one of them
fled by themselves.

Only 1in this situation,
the three groups; whereas

ceA -r-H— J,000 he can pu
i -~ G nly had 100 in éach group.
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?&V‘ The time of the attack is during the last watch of the night, which
be " o ) would be sometime betweenﬁm%
A &\“ Ammonites were totally un e story told

%fb Bgm % by the men of Jabesh, that they were going to surrender to them on
L " the next day.

McGee points out "Some of the Israelites opposed the idea of having
Saul as their king. Samuel ignored that opposition until the nation

was united in favor of Saul. Saul's leadership in dealing with the
Amimonites took care 0f the res Eraiea s mmms PR 4 ——
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Delitzsch points out "Saul had so thoroughly acted the part of a
king in gaining this victory and the people were so enthusiastic in
his favor, that they said to Samuel after their return from the
battle, "Who is he that said, 'Saul should reign over us?'" It

is their desire in the midst of this enthusiastic victory that
these who would be opposing his leadership should be put out

of the way."

v.13

ik e f e security
of your rone. You would not have hunted your rival 1ike a partr1dge
on the mountains, and never, never would you have been tempted in
your difficulties to seek counsel from a woman with a familiar
spirit, on the plea that God was departed from you. As we are
thinking how well Saul had acted on this occasion, we perceive that
an old friend had come on the scene who helps us materially to under-
stand the situation. Yes, he is all the better of Samuels' guidance
and prayers. The good old prophet has no jealousy of the man who
took his place as head of the nation. But knowing well the fickle-
ness of the people, he is anxious to turn the occasion to account
for confirming their feelings and their aims. Seeing how the king
has acknowledged God as the author of the victory, he desires to
strike while the iron is hot."

It was at Gilgal where the people crossed over into the land and
began to possess it under Joshua's Teadership.

v.15 So all the people went to Gilgal and conf1rmed_5au1 as_k1n- in

rael s Sau ing. dJust as in our own land we have

and an maugggra;i,gp E“mni anu“*a
0 with King Saul. e has been elected by the majority o e people,

and now there is a total uniting of the people on this occasion under
his Teadership.
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Blaikie points out "And thus, under Samuel's guidance, the kingdom
was renewed. Thus did both Saul and the people give unto the Lord
the glory due to His name. And engaging in the ceremonial as

they all did in this spirit, both Saul and all the men of Israel
rejoiced greatly. It was perhaps the happiest occasion in all the
reign of Saul. What contributed the chief element of brightness

to the occasion was the sunshine of heaven. God was there smiling
on His children. There were other elements too. Samuel was there,
happy that Saul had conquered, that he had established himself
upon the throne; and above all, that he had, in a right, noble way,
acknow]edged God as the author of the victory at Jabesh G1]ead

[ --n1f1cent appearance, but prouder of the
super eminent qualities that had marked the commencement of his
reign. Nor was the pleasure of anyone marred by any ugly blot or
unworthy deed throwing a gloom over the transaction."

The enthusiastic admiration of the people under the impulsive,
grateful and generous feelings would have dealt some vengeance
on the minority who opposed Saul had not he, either from principle
or policy shown himself as great in clemency as in valor.
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What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this particular
passage? P —
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LESSON #2: With the departure offjconviction and character, also goes
cou rage——w—L—M v ype )

LESSON #3: The price of compromise is very high.
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LESSON #4: Saul continues to be a farmer until the Lord provides the
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v SELF

It is of no use, then, for us to examine self and
to tinker with it in the hope of improving it, for the
thing the Lord wants us to do with it is to get rid of
it. Fenelon, in his Spiritual Letters, says that the
only way to treat self is to refuse to have anything to
do with it. He says we must turn our backs on this
great big "I" of ours, and to say to it, "I do not know
you, and am not interested in you, and I refuse to pay
any attention to you whatever." But self is always
determined to secure attention, and would rather be
thought badly of than not to be thought of at all. And
self-examination with all its miseries often gives a
sort of morbid satisfaction to the self-life in us, and
even deludes self into thinking it a very humble and
pious sort of self after all.

The only safe and scriptural way is to have nothing

to do with self at all, either with good self or with
bad self, but simply to ignore self altogether; and to

fix our eyes, and our thoughts, and our expectations on
the Lord and on Him alone. We must substitute for the
personal pronouns "I," "me," "my," the pronoun "He,"
"Him," "His"; and must ask ourselves, not "am I good?"
but "is He good?"

The psalmist says: "Mine eyes are ever toward the
Lord, for he shall pluck my feet out of the net."

THE GOD WHO IS ENOUGH, Smith, pp. 140,141
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RELATIONSHIP
HOME WHERE I BELONG by B. J. Thomas

"There's no way to tell you but straight out," she said. "I've
become a Christian and have turned my life over to Jesus Christ.
He is the answer to why I am different."

I'd heard it a million times before--not a few times from Gloria
herself--but this was different. This "turning your 1ife over"
business was a whole new ballgame. It sounded so real, so personal,
so concrete. Not the abstract religious jargon I had been used to.
I didn't tell Gloria, but it also sounded attractive to an other-
wise hopeless drug addict. . Tfwas some idea--turning your whole
1ife over to someone else.” I sure hadn't done much with it on
my own.

But I had other things on my mind, like getting some rest.

Gloria didn't press the subject or badger me about smoking pot
around the house. I had wondered how she would react to my still
being an addict, but it didn't seem to make any difference to

her. She was just loving me and accepting me the way I was. It
was saying ten times more to me than words ever could have.

She wanted me to stay. "I'd really like to," I said. "I love
you and I think I always have. But haven't I already destroyed
us? Do I have a right to even think of coming back for good?"
We'd been through it so many times before.

A11 the while I was thinking hard about staying, 1 was making a
conscious effort to put off any confrontation with God, and
especially with the(Uin“@hdMicah/Gloria talked about. I was
content to watch whatever it was work in Gloria's life. It
sounded like a commitment far beyond my capabilities.

It meant a 1ot to me that Paige had prayed I would come home.
I had never been anyone's answer to prayer before. And this was
different than any kind of prayer I had been used to. This was
really getting down to it with God and expecting him to answer
specifically.



RELATIONSHIP
HOME WHERE I BELONG by B. J. Thomas

As a child she had been led to understand that "if you did this
you were this kind of a person and if you did that you were that
kind of a person. God was a faraway Person who came to me in a
1ittle Book I couldn't understand. ATl I knew was that I was
supposed to be good, whatever that meant. I was taught no
principles, and half the tifie I felt 1ike a bad girl without
knowing why. I believe I asked Jesus to come into my heart as a
child. That made an eternal difference, but my 1ife wasn't
transformed until years later when I finally decided to Tive by
God's principles on faith.

"For once the emphasis was not on being either a good girl or a
bad girl but on developing a relationship with Jesus Christ.
Finally, I had received some teaching on how to live by God's
standards. Life wasn't a cruel joke on me. There was a way to
attain complete happiness and peace regardless of circumstances.

There had to be a way, and I was going to find it."

p. 114



e

LESSON #5: The Lord always gives the victory when we are walking
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Relationship

1 Talk Back to the Devil by A. W. Tozer

There is this thoughtful phrase in "The Cloud of U owing": He
wills thou do but look on Him and Tet Him alone." {Let God alone.
In other words, let Him work! Don't stop Him. Don't prevent Him
from kindling your heart, from blessing you and leading you out of
a common state into that of special longing after Him. You don't
have to coax God. He is not Tike a reluctant father waiting for
his child to beg. The blessings are His to give and He waits for
us to let Him work.

This is a very hard thing for Americans to do because we are
naturally-born "do-it-yourself" artists! We don't just hire a
plumber and let him do his work-we stand by and tell him how it
should be done. It is amazing really that any American ever lies
down and allows the doctor to perform the operation. We always
want to get our finger in, and that is the way most Christians
behave. We think God does the really hard jobs, but that He is

glad to have us along to help out. & ‘Lumfﬁ}wﬂ asd p-64-C5
‘et ) 2o 4
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Relationship

"Look on Him - and let Him work, let Him alone." Get your hands

downto your side and stop try1ng to tell God where to cut. Step.
0—t0 : Tat=ke ' . Stop trying to tell

He is the Physuc1an. You are the pat1ent

g thts T : - "Tet God work' Let
H1m a]one Take your hands off' It 15 God that worketh in you."
Let Him work and your spiritual life will begin to blaze Tike the
rising sun.



