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STUDY #4 IN THE LIFE OF KING SAUL

I Samuel 13:1-14

Saul was thirty vears old when he became king, and he reigned
over Israel forty-two years.

Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were
with him at Micmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a
thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of
the men he sent back to their homes.

Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the
Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown
throughout the land and said, "Let the Hebrews hear!"

So all Israel heard the news: "Saul has attacked the Philistine
outpost, and now Israel has become a stench to the Philistines."
And the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand
chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous

as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Micmash,
east of Beth Aven.

YYhen the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical and
that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets,
among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns.

Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and
Gilead. Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him
were quaking with fear.

He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not
come to Gilgal, and Saul's men began to scatter.

So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship
offerings." And Saul offered up the burnt offering.

Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and
Saul went out to greet him.

"llhat have you done?" asked Samuel. Saul replied, "When I saw
that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the
set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash,

I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at
Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord's favor.' So I felt com-
pelled to offer the burnt offering."

"You have acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept

the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would
have established your kingdom over Israel for all time.

But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out

a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people,
because you have not kept the Lord's command."
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McGee titles this chapter "Saul! 117 a1 0d" and then
makes the following remark: :
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umpet and took credit for it. In presumpt10n Saul intrudes
into the priest's office. Samuel rebukes and rejects Saul. The
disarmament of Israel is revealed. In this chapter I think I will
be able to sustain the thesis I presented in chapter 9 relative to
King Saul. Saul's exterior and outward veneer made him look Tike
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GA?D'A Delitzsch points out "In all probability Saul did not consider that W
jrgither he or the Israelites were sufficiently prepared as yet to
undertake a war upon the Philistines generally. And therefore
U)CyEJn resolved in the first place only to attack the outpost of the
Philistines which was advanced as far as Gibeah, with a small
\{GL number of picked soldiers. According to this simple view of
663&1 affairs the war here described took place at the very commencement
of Saul's reiqn, and the chapter before us is closely connected with
the preceding one."
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in Judah to seek him. Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly
of Judah and Jerusalem, at the temple of the Lord, in front of
the new courtyard and said, (the conclusion of his prayer is in
verse 12) "0 our God, will you not judge them? For we have no
power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not

know what to doi bHE EEE:EEEE EEE EEEE ¥OE."
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v. 8 He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not

come to Gilgal, and >aul's men egan to scatter.
Wack in chapter 10:8 evidentlv Samuel had made it clear to Saul to 3\
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Uzziah also presumed he could perform a priestly dut od iudged
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Q\Eﬁﬁ, ;;?': in his own way, was more ambitious of gaining the glory of a triumph
S5 o hinsel thar ascribing . W
{o 0 e of the restrictions

A¢¥ nder which he he e sovereignty, he wished to rule as an autocrat
Qva who possessed absolute power both in civil and sacred things. This
W occasion was his first trial. Samuel waited til the last day of the
?03510 seven in order to put the constitutional character of the king to the
' test. And as Saul and his impatient and passionate haste knowingly
ujﬁf. transgressed by invading the priest's office and thus showing his
?5 unfitness for his high office. As he showed nothing of the faith
of Gideon and other Hebrew generals, he incurred a threat of the

( rejection which his subsequent waywardness confirmed." fi !
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Kirk points out "In this Saul wished to be taken as a proof of his ¢ :
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Y&Vw[ Y+ !'patr'iot'ism and piety. But in reality what he was most eager about Qo& )
was not to secure the favor of the Lord, but to prevent anymore de-

A fections among the people by at once beginning the campaign. His iflra)x L
-V* action was determined by considerations of effecting the number 'lE:L-
1{1;,4 and courage of his men. Again he speaks as one who had forced him- it .
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v.11 "What have vou done?" asked Samuel. Sa eplied, "When I
4 _that the men were scattering, and that vou did not come 5 =
at _the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling ; JDC;-E
at I1icmash . . o oy
v.12 (QRERQuaht, “ow the Philistines will come down againsiluedate .. I TS
Gilgal..andl N have not sought the Tord's Tavok.. . So(LITelt, =" 5%_1_-}; =
ompelled to offer the burnt offering. i =

McGee points out "Saul forced himself to offer an offering and make
supplication of the Lord. May I say that he was lying. He was
pq:ﬁ being falsely pious. This is the real Saul who is beginning to emerge."

o
\\p}"% Blaikie points out "When Samuel came, WWW
On the ground of expedien e vin 1cated his procedure.
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y him in doing
d from him, the
\ il . have come down
W) cﬁ' en upon qal. very true, but not one of them
Q;//%y itself, nor all of them together, a real vindication of what he
{w% had done. Samuel, he might be sure, would not be an hour longer
than he could help. There were far more people

im suffer for want of men.
( uﬁﬂ’}( discomfited by God's tempest on the way to Gilgal, as they were
—a :;; discomfited before on the way to Mizpah. 0 Saul, distrust of God
639,/3 >~ has been at the bottom of your mind. The faith that animated the

c ‘)oﬂ heroes of former days has had no control of you. VYou have walked by
%ﬁﬂy/ '§/ sight and not by faith. Had you been faithful now and honored God
&911 f’:ﬁgﬁ and waited til1 1 his servant sent you off with his benediction,
e ;ﬂ 1;:, prosperity would have attended you and your family would have been

' permanently settled in the throne. But now your kingdom shall not

2\ " continue."
o

ere

\ g _
qaj;fjéé:://‘ arrival before offering sacrifice, Saul might have trusted in the
///// - ¥ rd that He would send His prophet at the right time and cause
QU@J { b His command to be fulfilled and ought not to have allowed his con-
" idence to be shaken by the pressing danger of delay. The interval
WY of seven days and the delay in Samuel's arrival were intended as a
& ‘-L ) est of his faith, which he ought not to have 1lightly disregarded.
1 Moreover, the matter in hand was the commencement of the war against the

principle enemies of Israel and Samuel was to tell him what he was to do.
So that when Saul proceeded with the consecrating sacrifice for that

Ckfﬁa‘ very conflict without the presence of Samuel, he showed clearly enough
: that he thought he could make war upon the enemies of his kingdom
( without the counsel and assistance of God. This was an act of rebellion

against the sovereignty of Jehovah, for which the punishment announced
was by no means too severe."
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. h'ﬂevs
fﬂd muel tells Saul that he has acted in a foolish fashion because he
aﬁ- has been disobedient. In his pride he has rationalized away through
the threatening circumstances the command of the Lord and took over
wy for Samuel in the making of the sacrifices.

McGee points out "Saul was told in the beginping that Jif he obeved

50d. he would be blessed, But if he disobeyed here would be
dgmen he ruler must dbey the lord. And wha e world needs
oday 1S a ruley who 1s bein 1led by the Lord. Our problems stem

s
u E;ﬁﬁi’L from the Ta nat wWe dol ave at kind ot ruler. OFf course we

& will not get one until the Lord Jesus comes back to earth. That is
wlé « God's ultimate goal for this earth. Saul has disobeyed, so God has
/ﬁ;a_kﬁnﬁgi; another man to be a king. He is going to bring him on the scene a

Tittle later. Even Samuel at this time does know who he is."

Blaikie points out "What a solemn and impressive condemnation have we
( here my friends of that far too common practice, deserting principle
to serve expediency. 'I don't Tike to tell a 1ie,mﬁw,-'
"BUt 1T 1 had not gone so, I should have Tost my situation.' 'I
disTike common work on the Sabbath day, but if I do not do it, I
could not 1ive.' 'I don't think it's right to go to Sunday parties
or to play games on Sunday, but I was invited by this or that great
mwp, 5 person to do it and I could not refuse him.' 'I ought not to
- *" adulterate my goods and I ought not to give false statements of their
S}gtnl value, but everyone in my business does it and I cannot be singular.’
\ \‘ What do these vindications amount to but just the confession that
for motives of expediency, God's commandment may be set aside. These
*yf.ﬁxcuses just come to this, it was better for me to offend God and
{CSS gain a slight benefit, than it would have been to Tose the benefit
v and please God. It is a great deal to lose a small profit in business
EB”ﬂ or a small pleasure in social Tlife or a small honor from a fellow man,
but it is 1ittle or nothing to displease God. It is Tittle or nothing
to treasure up wrath against the day of wrath. Alas for the practical
unbelief that 1ies at the bottom of all of this. It is the doing of
the fool who hath said in his heart, There is no God. Look at this
history of Saul. See what befell him for preferring expediency to
principle. Know that the same condemnation awaits all who walk in
his footsteps."

“Hni; insi! ;E EEQ;IE a_man. if he shall _gain Ih% whole world and lose
his own ? _——
B B
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Breedlove on The Spiritual and Psvchological Failure of Saul points out
"On the seventh day when Samuel did not appear at the expected time
and Saul saw his forces scattering from the camp in even greater
numbers,{(he succumbed to the fear and doubt of his humanly i i
situation an immmn nselt. ¥

- ne prepared to enter battle without

kk/% the gu1dance of the Lord or of his prophet. He had disobeyed God's

direct command and had failed to discern the test of faith the
Lord had set for him. The new k1nq had failed to do what was of

\z highest 1mportance for him, to
i%#‘ the sovereign ion of Yahwe
1
O

w/ULtimately Saul failed to discern the basic theocratic ideal which
a godl

as being tested. Namely, k1n subm1tt1n- 2 t1re1 0 _the

o ., and a mighty God br1n ing

s first concern toWh through
the ordained means of his hono prophet Samue aving cer-
tainly apprehended to execute it fully. This is precisely what Sau1
fa11ed to do. Saul was a1wavs to be sub'ect to SamueT and

( The repercussions of this public sin were vast. First of all, althouah
¢¥ Saul retained his throne, his sons would not succeed him. Second, he

¢ § uffered a public break with Samuel. Third, he now had no confidence

?ﬁhﬁﬂ——""'fn God's leading in the conflicts with the Philistines, and fourth,
and most importantly, the stage was set for future spiritual failures.

ku’c This resulted not from what was done at Gilgal so much as what was not
é;i'gﬁb""ffdone. Saul did not repent when confronted with his sin. A man after

¢§ * 's own heart would have repented. Instead Saul excused himself,
.\uj feeling that his actions were justified. As a result of this impenitence,
éh his heart was hardened and he began to suffer the consequences of deep

Wseated rebellion against the Lord.

\\

idout points out "Samuel's reply is startingly frank. Saul has done
foolishly. He does not attempt to take up his reasons in detail.

The people may have been scattered. He does not refer to that. The
enemy may be threatening. He does not even explain his own tarrying,
though its purpose was manifest. One thing he has to say to the king,
'"You have not kept the commandement of the Lord your God which he
commanded you.' How all his paltry excuses are scattered to the winds
by that solemn arraignment. llhat excuse can there be for disobedience.
Then, too, as to the consequences of this, they were not temporary. HNor
would they be immediately manifested. But this act has shown him to be
utterly incapable of rule, to be certainly not the man after God's heart.
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If indeed he had stood this test, his kingdom would have been

established, for it would have been seen that he was a man of

genuine faith. One thing he Tacked, and that one thing was ab- HéL.Iltl
solutely needful. It was really evervthing--it was faith in God. s imEms
Everything else may be present. But where this is wanting, one

cannot be used of Him. His kingdom, therefore, shall not continue.

God must have a man after his own heart. One who knows him and his

goodness and love. And who, in spite of many shortcomings, still

has a true spirit of obedience to God, which springs from confidence

in him. A Tittle Tater on we will see poor Saul with wonderful zeal

and rigidness of external obedience, but we will notice always that

wherever the will of God came in conflict with the wishes of man or

the desires of his own heart, Saul was wanting. How unspeakably sad

and solemn is this! Yea, how searching to our hearts. God grant

that it may search out every vestige of self confidence in us. Every

part1c1e of unbelief which would turn us from obeying God rather than

il degan&a»c.e ov lq'e.l:og + 15 revead 1w our pevieds e¥ wati vig o

deendence upon God and pati

6.

Ridout also points out "Also we know something doubtless in our own Abr«km
experience of this ‘;st1essness of the f1esh wh1ch recocn1zes that

sgmeth1n- _ i ] ,:;]
D ; ers the sacrifices, qﬁﬂﬁ:ﬂL

! he pr1est s office and practically
1gnor1ng all need of that wh1ch was at the basis of sacrifice, a
mediator. The flesh, with all its religiousness and punct111ousness
never grasps the fact that it has no standing before God. It would
intrude into the holiest things, and as we have already said, this
is the very essence of Philistinism, which would thrust nature into
the presence of God; and according to its own thoughts, build up a
system of approach to him which would at the same time quiet natural
conscience and foster the pride of the unregenerate heart. This

was an awful fall for the king. It was the very thing against which
the prophet had guarded him in the beginning. The very thing, too,
which was the peril of the people, that is, acting without God in
their choice of a king. Saul had had ample warning, abundant
opportunity to manifest his faith and obedience if he had any.

The very place where he was had but Tately witnessed the solemn
testimony of Samuel and heard the voice of Jehovah in thunder at

the time of harvest. Had the fear of God really filled his soul?

It would have eclipsed all other fear and the king would have waited
patiently, though the wait was long, for the word from the Lord.
But he is tested and fails. So soon as the failure occurs, the
divine mercy on the one hand and justice on the other, Samuel appears
on the scene. What unavailing regret doubtless fills Saul's bosom




RELATIONSHIP

HOME WHERE I BELONG by B. J. Thomas

I can't be perfect and it's futile to try to be. What I do try
to be is surrendered. It's not easy and I fail often--too often.
But I know where to go for healing and a new slate. I don't have
to be shot down to ground Tevel again every time I sin. I can
get things right with God, ask his forgiveness and strength, and
pick up where I Teft off. The dying to self and the growing are
what it's all about. It's not the trying, it's the dying.

p.142
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as he saw prophet. Oh had he only waited but a few minutes Tonger!
This is not the point. God would test him to see whether he would
wait. He had not almost held out, but he had simply manifested the
state of his soul. There is no such thing as almost obeying the Lord.
The heart that is truly his will obey; and testing, no matter how

far it is carried, will never bring out disobedience from a heart

that is trulv subject to God." p
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CONCLUSION: %%@P
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What are the lessons that we can draw from this particular studv?

LESSOE z;j SaH1 hg; begﬁn Eﬁ ﬁake credit for what the Lord has
done roug "

LESSDN(:ED Fear and discouragement is the result of getting our eyes
on c1'rcumsfagggi, @A'_ﬂ_'J"'
LEsso(#3) s

ne obedient Neart

LESS Eﬂediency never takes priority over obedience.

LESSO Self-justification often acompanies the disobedient heart.
e T T T A e

The disobedience of Saul resulted in the
His own heart. I ask you the question:

|Haf'1-s—w, a son who 1is a t; who 1

y e divine p an and manifests that
by a total obedience to the commands of the Lord? [
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