STUDY NUMBER SEVEN

THE LIFE OF KING SAUL

( I SAMUEL 18: 1-30
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Delitzch points out, "David's victory over Goljath was a turping point
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house, which had been rejected by God, 1‘hough it still continued to reign,
as _produced lasting and beneficial results in connection with his future
calling.

J lowsf In the king himself from whom the Spirit of God had departed, there
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heart of Jonathan clunq more and more Tirmly to David, wit -
love and sacrillce 1s Triendship on the part o e brave and no e

son 0 e king, not only helped David to bear the more easily all the
enmity and persecution of the king, when plagued by his evil spirit that
awakened and strengthened his soul, that pure feeling of unswerving fidel-
ity toward the king himself which amounted even to love of his enemy. And
according to the marvelous counsel of the Lord, contributed greatly to the
training of David for his calling to be a king after God's own heart."

Blaikie points out, "The conquerer of Goliath had been promised as
his reward, the eldest daughter of the king in marriage. The fulfillment
of that promise if not uterly neglected, was at Teast delayed but as
David lost the hand of the king's daughter, he gained what could not have
been promised, the heart of the king's son.

It was little wonder that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul
of David. And Jonathan loved him as his own soul. Besides all else about
David, that was attractive to Jonathan as 1t.waslattract1ve to everyone_

)3 eart, I'm sure that he
appeared to be . Who can measure the depth of friendship
that these two young men discovered in eachother, and the agreement that
they found with regard to the f - nv_of God's peopfe.
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Saul's jealousy had increased so greatly that when Dayid came back
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McGee points out, "David was speaking to Saul, Saul had called David
after the battle because he wanted to give him recognition.for his
deed. As Jonathan, Saul's son stood there Tlistening as David and his father
talked, the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David. The rela-
tionship of these two men was quite wonderful. We often speak about the
love of a man for a woman, and that is wonderful. But nothing is as fine
and noble as the love of two men for eachother. They see in each other
a mirror of themselves and are drawn together. Two men can be real friends.
they can enjoy athletics and recreation together, they can work together
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OLD FRIENDS

There are no friends like old friends
And none so good and true.

He greet them when we meet them,
As roses greet the dew.

No other friends are dearer,
Though born of kindred mold.

And while we prize the new ones,
We treasure more the old.

And when they smile io gladden,
Or, sometimes, frown lo guide,

We fondly wwish those old Friends
Were always by our side!

Thank God FHor PYou!

Thank God for you, good [riend of mine,
Seldom is [riendship such as thine;

How very much I wish to be

As helpful as you've been to me—

THANK GOD FOR YOU.

Of many prayer guests, one thou art

On whom I ask God to impart

Rich blessings from His storehouse rare,
And grant to you His Fgracious care—

THANK GOD FOR YOU.

When I recall, from time to time,

How you inspired this heart of mine:

I find myself inclined to pray,

God bless my [riend this very day—
THANK GOD FOR YOU.

So often, at the throne of Grace,

T here comes a picture of your face;

And then, instinctively, I pray

T hat God may guide you all the way—
THANK GOD FOR YOU.

Some day, I hope, with you to stand
Before the throne, at God’s right hand,
And say to you — at journey's end:
“Praise God, you've been to me a friend,

THANK GOD FOR YOou.”
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as Joseph experienced blessing and prosperity in Potiphar's
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“Saul terls n 0 do0. S good success led to an elevation in rank by
aul, and S P ease- all the people and Saul's officers as well.

Usually, the officers and men of Tower rank would be envious and
jealous, but in this situation they are very pleased with the decision that
Saul has made to elevate David to a position of command.
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You can jmagine how excited King Saul is to see the ladies coming out
singing and dancing because of the battle of Tiberation from the Philistines:
" A thorn in the side of Israel for many, many years of its h1story But

- then what happens in Verse Seven creates a real problem.



“If a man does not repent, He will sharpen his sword.”
Psalmi 7:12a

On the way from our house to the office there
comes a moment of decision. It is of little consequence.
Do | want to go left or keep on going straight . . . the
distance is just about the same either way. Most of the
time before | have to make the final commitment | check
the lights. If the light is green, go straight. if there is a
green arrow for a left turn, ease into that lane and turm
loft. It is such an effortless decision. Hopefully that is the
oniy lackadaisical decision | will allow myself to make
that day.

Have you ever stopped to think how many deci-
sions you make in one day? Some of little importance
like — shall | take chicken or hamburger out of the
freezer for dinner tonight? Should | order a veal cutlet or
stick with the turkey sandwich and salad?

Then right out of the blue comes the opportunity to
make a big choice. You have misjudged one of the
children. When the situation is explained you stand
there with your bare face hanging out. Now do you
repent and say you are sorry and get everything |
straightened out with everyone concerned? Or do you
sharpen your sword. “Well, he is always causing some
kind of trouble. He needs to be taken down a notch or
two.” Itis much easier to dig a trench and set yourself for
battle than to wipe the proverbial egg off your face and
admit you made a mistake. In fact, verse 15 of chapter 7
states, “He has dug a pit and hollowed it out.” Very
normal. Now he/she is going back into the past to dig up
past indiscretions so that the sharp sword can draw a
little blood. Perhaps a lot of noise will cover that uncom-
fortable feeling that you made a mistake and draw atten-
tion away from that by dragging out the “old red herring”.

Unfortunately the rest of verse 15 says, “and has
fallen into the hole which he made.” By this time
everyone in the house knows you are wrong and has
turned you off. If will take days, or even years, to get out
of that hole you dug yourself into and straighten things
out. Don't try to justify your position in the hole — just
climb out. Repent and be proud of a very dull sword. |
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VERSE SEVEN:

McGee points out, "Saul did not 1ike the new Sond. lt0al..LOC WONGCH s
singina. Saul became jealouss ol David, because of the peoplels applause
e e o N0, NS the story progresses, saul will attempt to remove

M 70 Fe Timeriant by actually destorying him. As David becomes the
favorite of the people, he begins to see that Sayl is not as friendly as
he once was."

VERSE EIGHT: "Sa i S
| with tens of tl

t g deep
: 5 the K1nd of [Srae ood powerless before the subjug

0 s kingdom, at so decisive a period as this, and a shepherd boy came
and decided the victory, this was an additional mark of his rejection."

VERSE NINE: “And.from that tie.OfseSal Keptduiealous oY euleldkitden

Blaikie points out, "If Saul had been a ood man, he would have been
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horrified at the appearance 0 1S evil passion 1n Nis heart. He wWou 0
e sald, Get thee benind me sSatan. uld nave striven t0 the utmost

o stranglé 1t.1n tne womb. Ob what u “mountains of guilt, would this
Reir whole 1ife would the policy of resistance in stamplngd Out- When an
- ust or passion betrays 1ts -_iti-ﬂimm-
youngs man_and_young | : or the tirst time evidence of JTS
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extinguishing the spark, Qegaeaped on the rlame. And his Tust having
been allowed to conceive, was not long of bringing forth. Under a fit of
his malady, even as David was playing to him with his harp, he Taunched
a javelin at him, no doubt in some degree an act of insanity, but yet,

betraying a very horrible spirit."

VERSE TEN:

MczEe points out, "This is quite a dramatic scene, as David is playing
on a hatp and Saul is sitting over there playing with a javelin. David

may have guessed what he had in mind, he may have hit a sour note or two,

I don't know, but suddenly Saul threw the javelin."

Delitzch points out, "The word translated, prophesying, does not
mean to prophesy in this instance, but“to rave® This use of the word
is founded upon the extatic utterences 1in which the supernatural influences
of the Spirit of God manifested itself in the prophets."

VERSE ELEVEN:
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VERSE TWELVE: "&83 was afraid of David, because the lord was with Dayid
bt had left.\Saul. ' —

: ecogpnizes the words that Samuel had spoken.) and he also recog-
nizeS that the(success of Davi¥'s work and ministry.yTs a direct result of
CGod's blessing Upon nis lije '
VERSE THIRTEEN: "ShH he AN )3 ( 3 om_him. and aa e ommand _over.

S thousand men ahd David lead the troops in their campaigs

Delitzch points out, "In this\fear of David on the part of Saul, the
true reason for his hostile behavion is pointed out with deep psychological
truth. The fear arose fro e _consdiousness that the Lord had departed
from hﬁﬂl A consciousness which Torcgd 1tselT involuntarily upon him, and

ove him to make the attempt in a fit\of madness to put Dayid to dea
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The fact that David did not leave Saul, immediately after this attempt
upon his Tife may be explained not merely} on the supposition that he Tooked
upon this attack as being simply an outbu¥st of momentary madness, which
would pass away but still more from his fiym believing confidence which kept
him from forsaking the post in which the Loyd had placed him, without any
act of his own. Until he saw that Saul was\plotting to take his 1ife, not
merely in these fits of insanity, but also a% other times in calm delibera-

i . ;
A hing he did, he had grea o he o

( tion."
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shua 1:8 - "This Book of the Law sha not depaYt o 0 our mouth, that

you shall mgditate therein day and n1eht_ and be careful to
observe all that is written therein; for then you shall make

Sgﬂ& your way prosperous, and then you shall have good success.”

;*-Genesis 39:2 and following - "The Lord was with Joseé%, and he prospered
; nd he Tived in 1 i n1s
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David's success now as ncreased
and Judah have begun to Jove him as their Teader as David's success
1s a manifestat1on of the Lord bei it au’ 3

This i thing that Saul has not done i and David is
. making aring deep friendships 1S 1nvolvement wi he people.
¥ VERSE SEVENTEEN: "Saul sai id, Here i aughter,Merab;
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™ Delitzch points out, "Pavid replies with true humility without

e o suspecting the craftiness of Saul. David's meaning here, is that neither

;geﬁ\ \ on personal grounds nor on account of his social standing nor because of
his Tineage, could he make the slightest pretentions of the honor of

“\&A‘” *mJ’ becoming the son-in-law of the king."

McGee points out, "David is now the one who is being accepted by the
nation. Saul has been wondering how he could trap him and finally decides
upon a clever method. He promises David his daughter Merab, for his wife
on the condition that he continue to war with the Philistines, hoping he
will be killed in battle. Then he fails to keep faith with David and gives

/ Merab to another. Now, we will see that he wants to give his younger
k_ daughter to David. Why? This would put David in the family, where Saul
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VERSE TWENTYSEVEN:
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could get to him anytime he wanted to. I do not believe David ever Toved
Michal, we bTlame David for having several marriages, but he certainly got
off to a bad start with this girl."

VERSE TWENTYONE:
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Blaikie points out, | , ked hea han being
i11ing to involve anothe and especiallv., ones own child 1n a life long
ones_own.. Saul was not merely

FTINg Wi appiness of his child, but he was deljberatel
sacrificng to his vile passijon. ger he 1ives, Saul Decomes blacker
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VERSE TWENTYTWO:

Saul is not only working with the affection which his daughter feels
toward David but, also getting several of the folks in the court to tell
David privately to see that the king is pleases and to encourage him to
become the son-in-Tlaw.
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Fhink 11 mall matter to become the king's
law: I am on] poor man and 1ittle k i

VERSE TWENTYFOUR: "When Saul's servants told him what David had said

VERSE TWENTYFIVE:

VERSE TWENTYTHREE: "
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he full _number to the king, o that h

the king's son-in-Taw. Then Saul gave him Nis_daug
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David enthusiastically responds with a double dowry, so that the king
miaght see that he is faithful in his committment.

Vack! whal A Sick mad .
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Delitzch points out, "that David was satisfied with Saul's demands
since he had no suspicion of his craftiness and Toved Michal. Even before
the days were full, before the time appointed for the delivery of the dowry,

( and for the marriage had arrived, he rose up with his men, smote two
hundred Philistines and brought their foreskins which were placed in their
full number before the king. Whereupon Saul was obliged to give him Michal
his daughter to wife."

VERSE TWENTY EIGHT:

Saul recognizes the only explanation for the fact that David is suc-
cessful is that the Lord is with him and gave him success and protection
in the battle. And then that his daughter on top of that, Toves David,

VERSE TWENTYNINE:

Delitzch points out, "The knowledge of the fact that David has carried

out all his enterprizes with success had already filled the melancholy

king with fear. When the failure of this new plan for devoting David to

certain death had forced the conviction upon him that Jehovah was with

David, that he was miraculously protected by him. And when in addition to

this, there was the love of his daughter, Michal to David, his fear of David
( grew into a 1ife Tong enmity. Thus his evil spirit urged his ever forward

ﬁ to greater and greater hardness of heart."

g%rlbﬁwﬁl & VERSE THIRTY: "The Philistine commanders continued to go ou ba
and rni.ﬂiqi;ia.mrrmnmrmmﬂm
the rest of Saul's officers and his name became well k

bjﬂo ; 2 Throughout the continuing campa1gn,lthe Lord brought real blessing and
w}‘ Success upon David because he is a man after God's own heart. <
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wen the Tesson we gather from this study? Nt

Lesson Number One:

Lesson Number Two: David and Jonathan serye as_an 111ustration of ChrlstTaQ*
Drothernofd. Feiewds |P T 7 e

Eesson Number Three: Jealousy short cxrcu1ts good Judgement.

‘Lesson Number
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