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What You Need to Know About SAUL: 

“The King with the Unsurrendered Will 

and the Unrepentant Heart” 

Study Number Seven – 1 Samuel 18:1-30 

Since Saul is not so much involved in this study, it’s kind of 

fun since he’s such a negative character and all. 

In our first episode Saul became king because the people were 

looking for a king. In the second study he was anointed, and in 

the third study he had a battle with the Ammonites and the 

Lord gave him success. In the fourth study he was impatient 

and he couldn’t wait to make the sacrifice so he went ahead 

and did it himself in direct disobedience to the Lord. 

And in study number five we saw Jonathan, his son. He comes 

back in this study and it’s going to be a real meaningful time 

to see Jonathan in this kind of setting.  

We were amazed that Jonathan would be the son of king Saul 

because of the kind of character that he had. The reason we 

mention Jonathan is because how could a kid who is so godly 

come out of a home like that of king Saul? Remember he 

couldn’t stand sitting around so he started the battle with the 

Philistines. The Lord saved him in that battle and then saved 

him from his dad’s wrath at the end of the study. 
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And then in our last episode Saul got his last shot. He had a 

chance to follow the instructions of the Lord and he was 

disobedient in what he did. And here’s a new insight. It’s very 

critical. Why did Samuel not respond to Saul when he says, 

“I’ve sinned, I repent, forgive me”? 

 

If we really mean it when we repent, we’re going to do 

something about it. It’s so easy—talk is so cheap—it’s easy to 

think, “Oh I’ve got to do something about that.” Or like the 

Prodigal Son in the pig pen, he came to his senses but he did 

not go home. He did not repent until he made a decision to get 

out of that pig pen and go back to his father. 

 

And there are a lot of people who are talking about a really 

good religious game. If Saul were repenting, he would have 

killed Agag right there and also taken care of being fully 

obedient in what the Lord had given. He had very specific 

instructions, but he didn’t do it. 

 

So ultimately when we repent, we do something about it.  

 

Now that was chapter 15. At the end of it, Samuel says, “It’s 

over, you’re all through.” And he says, “Come and worship 

with me please, so that the people will accept me and honor 

me.” 

 

And so Samuel goes along with it, but it’s only in 

condescension and certainly in an act of worship, as the scene 

ends. 

C
opyright ©

 2026 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



3 

 

 

Now in chapters 16 and 17 some things happened. We’ve 

skipped over these two chapters purposely because they’re 

part of the studies in the life of David. But let’s look at what 

happened. 

 

In chapter 16 God gave Samuel specific instructions to go 

anoint King David. And that’s really a neat story.  

 

And then in chapter 17 Jesse, the father, sends the son to 

check on the rest of the boys in battle and they’re lined up. 

The army of the Philistines are on one side and the army of 

the Israelites are on the other, and this gigantic guy by the 

name of Goliath—6 foot 9 or 9 foot 6 or something like that—

comes out every day and challenges the army. David comes in 

on the scene and slays Goliath the giant, and he’s become a 

national hero. 

 

Now those things have happened. Jonathan was sitting in the 

camp when David came back from defeating Goliath. And 

immediately those guys just hit it off. And their friendship is 

one of the greatest, most incredible friendships described in 

scripture. 

 

Now, a lot of guys, because we’re living in such an immoral 

and distorted society, have the idea that this is a homosexual 

relationship. People with distorted, diseased and dirty minds 

can say the same thing about the relationship between the 

Lord and His twelve, if they want to go that far. And there is 

an ugly play that has been produced in New York that does 
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just that. 

 

And there is so much being said about permissiveness with 

regard to homosexuality and all that stuff. We’re going to hit 

this thing head-on because one thing that is happening in our 

permissive society is it destroys the possibility of close, 

intimate friendships between people who just love each other 

and who really care, who are honorable and who would die in 

the trenches for each other. 

 

These two guys have one of the most incredible friendships. 

And it’s not just in this study, all through the life of David we 

see Jonathan making great sacrifices to get to David and to be 

with him and to encourage him.  

 

And he had to walk a very fine line because he was the king’s 

son, and yet he made a commitment—and he’s making a 

commitment—to David in this particular study. 

 

Luis Palau wrote a book called A Man After God’s Own Heart 

on the life of David. And he talks with regard to this whole 

matter: 

 

It’s time to make it quite clear that it is possible for people to 

have warm, intimate, non-sexual, personal relationships 

where they would be willing with their honor to die for one 

another. And this is one of the most incredible, honorable 

relationships between these two men—David and Jonathan. 

 

So let’s pick up at verse 1 and we’ll see the relationship, how it 
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develops as we move along in the text.  

 

v. 1 After David had finished talking with Saul, 

Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he 

loved him as himself. 

 

“After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became 

one in spirit with David, and he loved him as he loved 

himself.” 

 

David’s victory over Goliath with all the press coverage, Saul 

is thinking he’s the greatest thing that ever hit the scene.  

Jonathan has already had this battle with the Philistines. 

He’s a warrior. He’s a godly man. But the two of them have a 

lot of things going for them in their common interests and 

friendship. And so it says here that “he loved him as himself.” 

 

It’s interesting to note the difference between the two men. 

Saul gets jealous, he gets bitter, he gets resentful, he wants to 

kill him. And Jonathan wants to get close and wants to 

become a good friend. There’s a common bond here. 

 

The reason of course is both of these men are great military 

men. 

 

v. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did 

not let him return to his father’s house.  

 

“From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him 

return to his father’s side.” 
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v. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because 

he loved him as himself.  

 

“And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved 

him as himself.” 

 

Now it was possible in those days to make those kinds of 

covenants. Basically, it was a blood covenant in a sense that 

they were making a commitment to each other that no matter 

what happened, they would take care of the other. 

 

The outworkings of that covenant is significant for this 

reason. Jonathan is the heir to the throne. He is his father’s 

oldest son. He in essence, because he knows David is the 

anointed one, has to be willing to take the “John the Baptist 

seat” and let him increase while he decreases. 

 

In his friendship he cares so much for David he’s willing to be 

supportive and to take the back seat. What an incredible 

friendship. That’s number one. 

 

But number two, he tells him, “Look, I know you’re going to be 

king and I want to help you any way I can.” 

 

And then number three, “If anything happens to one of us, the 

other will be responsible for caring for their family.” 

 

And in the life of David, we’re going to see this beautiful scene 

where David takes Jonathan’s son, lame in both feet, (who 
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certainly should have been executed because the household of 

the prior ruling family was executed before the new king came 

in) and he takes Mephibosheth and sets him at the king’s 

table for the rest of his life, in honor to this friendship and 

covenant. 

 

And then when Saul and Jonathan both die in battle in 1 

Samuel 31, to see David mourn genuine, heartbroken over the 

loss of this great friend. It makes us realize that there is a 

place for deep personal relationships. 

 

Here’s a cute poem about friends: 

 

There are no friends like old friends, 

and none so good and true. 

We greet the one we meet them 

as roses greet the due. 

No other friends are dearer 

though born of kindred mold. 

While we prize the new ones, 

We treasure more the old. 

 

And when they smile to gladden 

their sometimes frown to guide 

We fondly wish those old friends, 

were always by our sides. 

(source unknown) 

 

What a treasure we have in our friends. 
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There is a transition that takes place in our life when we hit 

our first stress, and that is we really don’t care a whole lot 

about material things but we really care about our friends. We 

care about the people who are around us, that love us, and 

support us. 

 

We need to ask ourselves the question: Am I a David to 

somebody? Or a Jonathan? Do we have somebody who is a 

really close friend? Knowing that we’re going to be loved and 

accepted and they’re going to separate the good from the bad 

and believe in us, care for us and encourage us? 

 

We all need that kind of relationship. 

 

Verse 3 says: 

 

“And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved 

him as himself.” 

 

The covenant of friendship. 

 

v. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and 

gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his 

sword, his bow and his belt.  

 

“Jonathan took off the robe that he was wearing and he gave 

it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow 

and his belt.” 

 

What’s he doing? He looks at this kid in cut-off jeans, t-shirt 
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and tennis shoes—he’s herding sheep so he’s dressed 

casually—and he sees it. He’s not dressed for the court. And in 

his friendship, this is a normal thing. He just takes off all of 

the things that are emblematic of somebody in the court 

because he is the king’s son. He just gives it to him and says, 

“Here! This is yours. You’ve got to be dressed for the occasion.” 

And he seals the covenant with this gift.  

 

v. 5 Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so 

successfully that Saul gave him a high rank in the 

army. This pleased all the people, and Saul’s 

officers as well.  

 

“Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully 

that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all 

the people, and Saul as well.” 

 

Now what’s the explanation for all the good success? 

 

The explanation of the good success and the reason things are 

going well for David is the Spirit of God is anointing David 

after leaving King Saul. 

 

If our Christian life is on the skids, we’re probably out of 

fellowship. Are we better today than we were last week? Is our 

life more vibrant and dynamic? Have we grown? Or are we on 

the skids? 

 

We can always tell. Saul is just on a downhill grade and it’s 

the Spirit of God that has left this guy. 

C
opyright ©

 2026 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



10 

 

 

David, every time he turns around, he’s blessed again. God is 

honoring the guy. Just like Joseph. Wherever he went, the 

Lord blessed him because the Lord was with him. Here he’s 

with David as well. 

 

v. 6 When the men were returning home after David 

had killed the Philistine, the women came out from 

all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with 

singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with 

tambourines and lutes.  

 

“When the men were returning home after David had killed 

the Philistine,”—that is Goliath—“the women came out from 

all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and 

dancing, with joyful songs and with tambourines and lutes.” 

 

They brought the whole band. And when they came out to 

meet them for this great military victory over the Philistines, 

they danced and they sang this new song written for this 

occasion. 

 

v. 7 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his 

thousands, and David his tens of thousands.”  

 

“As they danced, they sang: ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and 

David his tens of thousands.”’ 

 

Now how is that going to sit with someone? Especially with 

Saul? Well, we can already tell in verse 8. 
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v. 8 Saul was very angry; this refrain galled him. “They 

have credited David with tens of thousands,” he 

thought, “but me with only thousands. What more 

can he get but the kingdom?”  

 

“Saul was very angry;”—needless to say—“this refrain galled 

him. ‘They have credited David with tens of thousands,’ he 

thought, ‘but me with only thousands. What more can he get 

but the kingdom?”’ 

 

What more can he get but the kingdom? Saul is very, very 

close to the truth. 

 

Sometimes in our idle moments we can prophesy exactly 

what’s going to happen. He’s on the skids and there’s going to 

be somebody else who’s going to take the kingdom. 

 

v. 9 And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on 

David.  

 

“And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David.” 

 

Ever thought that just a jealous thought, a bitter resentful 

thought, is something that ought to horrify us by the fact that 

it’s in our heart?  

 

“What if I have lust in my heart? Or I’ve got murder in my 

heart? Or a thought to steal in my heart? Or I thought about 

killing somebody in my heart? I’d get upset.” 
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Ever gotten upset over the fact that we’re jealous? Or that 

we’re bitter toward somebody? In God’s sight that’s all sin. 

That’s all foreign to the heart that He has redeemed.  

 

And Saul initiates this thing. He lets it go on. He keeps a 

jealous green eye on David, kind of manipulating all of his 

moods, hoping to get this guy out of the way rather than 

dealing with that thing and repenting about what he lets it 

continue. 

 

What’s the process? The process is as soon as it’s there, we 

ought to deal with it. If we’re wrong, say so. It’s not the end of 

the world to admit that we made a mistake and get the thing 

straightened out so the relationship is made right. 

 

A man who fails to repent destroys an awful lot of the 

possibility for close intimate relationships. That person cannot 

have that until they are willing to accept the responsibility 

that the reason they probably don’t have many close 

relationships is because they have their sword sharpened and 

they slice up everybody in small pieces who come around and 

try to get close. 

 

And here in this situation Saul keeps a green eye on David. 

He would not reconcile with David if the world hung on it. He 

died in battle with a broken relationship with David, a man 

after God’s own heart. That’s how sad this thing is. 

 

v. 10 The next day an evil spirit from God came 
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forcefully upon Saul. He was prophesying in his 

house, while David was playing the harp, as he 

usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand 

 

“The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully upon 

Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was 

playing the harp, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his 

hand” 

 

What happened was that David came to play the harp for 

Saul. Saul would go into these stages where it’s not prophecy 

really—the word is rave. He’d go on a tantrum just raving 

through the house when this wild selfish evil spirit would get 

a hold of him, and he’d just be ranting and raving, and who 

could tell what he was going to do. We see all kinds of those 

situations in household fights and battles when somebody all 

of a sudden loses control and somebody’s going to get hurt. 

 

And while he’s playing music he’s had this spear in his hand 

and he’s got so much jealousy and so much hatred toward 

David and his ten thousands, while he’s only got a thousand.  

 

v. 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David 

to the wall.” But David eluded him twice.  

 

“and he hurled it, saying to himself, ‘I’ll pin David to the wall.’ 

But David eluded him twice.” 

 

He ducked. He just got out of there and away from the 

situation. 
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v. 12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 

with David but had left Saul.  

 

“Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David 

but had left Saul.” 

 

If someone has those kinds of feelings seething inside, go find 

that person and get that thing straightened out. We cannot 

afford the luxury of a long-term difference of opinion and hurt 

in our heart. It’s doing more damage to us than anybody else. 

 

Ephesians says it well: 

 

Ephesians 4:26 

 

Don’t let the sun go down upon your wrath. 

 

One couple said, “You know we made that a principle when we 

first got married that we were never going to let the sun go 

down upon our wrath. We haven’t been to bed for three 

weeks.” 

 

That’s kind of the picture that some people get because nobody 

will admit they’re wrong and get right. 

 

Why is that the principle? Because in Hebrews 12 it says, 

“Lest a root of bitterness spring up and defile many.” (ref. 

Hebrews 12:15) 
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A lot of people are going to get hurt as we let that thing 

continue to seethe. It’s going to fester and its tentacles are 

going to go out further and further and hurt more and more 

people. 

 

“Saul was afraid”—he was scared for his job because now the 

Spirit of God was blessing David and He “had left Saul.” 

 

v. 13 So he sent David away from him and gave him 

command over a thousand men, and David led the 

troops in their campaigns.  

 

“So he sent David away from him and gave him command over 

a thousand men, and David led the troops in their campaigns.” 

 

v. 14 In everything he did he had great success, because 

the Lord was with him.  

 

“In everything he did he had great success,”—WHY?—

“because the Lord was with him.” 

 

Here are some verses: 

 

Joshua 1:8 

 

This book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth. you 

shall meditate in it day and night, and be careful to observe 

all that is written therein; then you will make your way 

prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
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Genesis 39:2 

 

The Lord was with Joseph, and he prospered and he lived in 

the house of his Egyptian master. And the Lord gave him 

success in everything he did… 

 

When he was thrown into prison it says: 

 

Genesis 39:21 

 

… put Joseph in charge of all those who were in prison, … and 

the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever 

he did. 

 

Principle: 

 

Nothing ever works out when the Lord withdraws His hand 

from our life. 

 

It’s apparent that the Lord has withdrawn His hand of 

blessing from our lives nationally: 

 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

 

If my people who are called by my name would humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I would hear from heaven and I would heal 

their land, I’d forgive their sin. 

 

v. 15 When Saul saw how successful he was, he was 
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afraid of him.  

 

“When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him.” 

 

There it is again. Twice now. 

 

v. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he 

led them in their campaigns.  

 

“But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in 

their campaigns.” 

 

David’s failure came when he stopped leading the people in 

their campaigns. 

 

Now Saul wouldn’t, he’s a big chicken. He stayed at the house. 

But now there’s a refreshing new man on the horizon! He’s out 

there leading the people “in their campaigns.” 

 

Now get this—verse 17. This is a bad scene. But this just 

proves that it’s inspired scripture. 

 

v. 17 Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter 

Merab. I will give her to you in marriage; only serve 

me bravely and fight the battles of the Lord.” For 

Saul said to himself, “I will not raise a hand against 

him. Let the Philistines do that!”  

 

“Saul said to David, ‘Here is my older daughter Merab. I will 

give her to you in marriage; only serve me bravely and fight 
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the battles of the Lord.’ For Saul said to himself, ‘I will not 

raise a hand against him. Let the Philistines do that!”’ 

 

He has this jealousy so bad that he’s going to send him into 

dangerous situations so he’ll get killed by the Philistines and 

he’ll be free from it. He can mourn over it for a little bit of 

time and it’ll all be over. He’ll get rid of this guy. 

 

Well, Saul is so wrong here, because one of the contractual 

agreements with the battle against Goliath was that he would 

marry the king’s daughter. And he hadn’t made good on that. 

Now he’s reneging. And besides, he’s taken sister ugly—she’s 

the older one of the two—and he’s already flipped over 

Michal—she’s the young pretty one. And he doesn’t care about 

her so that’s why he didn’t act too enthused here.  

 

He kind of throws up a smoke screen there in verse 18. 

 

v. 18 But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my 

family or my father’s clan in Israel, that I should 

become the king’s son-in-law?”  

 

“But David said to Saul, ‘Who am I, and what is my family or 

my father’s clan in Israel, that I should become the king’s son-

in-law?”’ 

 

“I mean, you know I’m from a humble family over here in 

Bethlehem. We keep sheep. I don’t deserve to be the king’s 

son-in-law.” 
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Michal was probably telling him to be sure and say that or 

something.  

 

v. 19 So when the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, 

to be given to David, she was given in marriage to 

Adriel of Meholah.  

 

“So when the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, to be 

given to David, she was given in marriage to Adriel of 

Meholah.” 

 

v. 20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with 

David, and when they told Saul about it, he was 

pleased.  

 

“Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with David, and 

when they told Saul about it, he was pleased.” 

 

Isn’t it interesting that both of Saul’s kids loved David? 

Jonathan and Michal both love him a lot. 

 

v. 21 “I will give her to him,” he thought, “so that she 

may be a snare to him and so that the hand of the 

Philistines may be against him.” So Saul said to 

David, “Now you have a second opportunity to 

become my son-in-law.”  

 

‘“I will give her to him,’ he thought, ‘so that she may be a 

snare to him”—and boy was she ever.  
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“and so that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.’ 

So Saul said to David, ‘Now you have a second opportunity to 

become my son-in-law.”’ 

 

Watch what he hatches up. 

 

v. 22 Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak to David 

privately and say, ‘Look, the king is pleased with 

you, and his attendants all like you; now become 

his son-in-law.’”  

 

“Then Saul ordered his attendants: ‘Speak to David privately 

and say, “Look, the king is pleased with you, and his 

attendants all like you; now become his son-in-law.’”’ 

 

Behind the scenes we have a little private PR going on. A little 

politicking to get him to be favorable with this. 

 

v. 23 They repeated these words to David. But David 

said, “Do you think it is a small matter to become 

the king’s son-in-law? I’m only a poor man and little 

known.”  

 

“They repeated these words to David. But David said, ‘Do you 

think it is a small matter to become the king’s son-in-law? I’m 

only a poor man and little known.”’ 

 

v. 24 When Saul’s servants told him what David had 

said,  
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“When Saul’s servants told him what David had said,” 

 

v. 25 Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The king wants no 

other price for the bride than a hundred Philistine 

foreskins, to take revenge on his enemies.” Saul’s 

plan was to have David fall by the hands of the 

Philistines.  

 

“Saul replied, ‘Say to David, “The king wants no other price 

for the bride than a hundred Philistine foreskins, to take 

revenge on his enemies.’”—circle “his.” 

 

It’s not the Lord’s enemies, it’s Saul’s. 

 

“Saul’s plan was to have David fall by the hands of the 

Philistines.” 

 

When a guy married, he had to come with a pretty good 

income—especially if he were marrying into royalty. And he, 

as a poor shepherd boy, did not have any dowry.  

 

And so this sets him up for this challenge from Saul. The 

mark of the Israelite, the Jews from the day of the Abrahamic 

covenant, is circumcision. And the enemies around the 

Philistines are considered as the uncircumcised.  

 

“David, go out and kill a hundred Philistines and circumcise 

them all and bring back the evidence.” 

 

Golly what a diseased, yucky, messed up mind in this 
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situation.  

 

“But that is going to be your dowry David, if you’re going to 

have my daughter Michal to be your wife.”  

 

v. 26 When the attendants told David these things, he 

was pleased to become the king’s son-in-law. So 

before the allotted time elapsed,  

 

“When the attendants told David these things, he was pleased 

to become the king’s son-in-law. So before the allotted time 

elapsed,” 

 

v. 27 David and his men went out and killed two 

hundred Philistines. He brought their foreskins 

and presented the full number to the king so that 

he might become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul 

gave him his daughter Michal in marriage.  

 

“David and his men went out and killed two hundred 

Philistines. He brought their foreskins and presented the full 

number to the king so that he might become the king’s son-in-

law. Then Saul gave him his daughter Michal in marriage.” 

 

That’s like David. He got his men organized and they went out 

and overcame a band of Philistine soldiers that were coming 

back from some raid somewhere and wailed on them, got two 

hundred of them and got all the men organized. They brought 

back a bundle of foreskins and threw them in the presence of 

Saul and said, “Count them man.” 
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And there were double—two hundred—so he’s ready to marry 

Michal. 

 

v. 28 When Saul realized that the Lord was with David 

and that his daughter Michal loved David,  

 

“When Saul realized that the Lord was with David and that 

his daughter Michal loved David,” 

 

v. 29 Saul became still more afraid of him, and he 

remained his enemy the rest of his days.  

 

“Saul became still more afraid of him, and he remained his 

enemy the rest of his days.” 

 

See what happens when just a little bit of jealousy starts? It 

just oozes and seethes until there’s a destruction of 

relationships. 

 

I think as Christians it’s high time we quit putting our head 

in the sand when we’ve got differences of opinion. When we’re 

letting relationships be distorted and hurt rather than take 

the initiative ourselves and deal with that. Rather than let 

these people actually become our out and out enemies. 

 

v. 30 The Philistine commanders continued to go out to 

battle, and as often as they did, David met with 

more success than the rest of Saul’s officers, and his 

name became well known.  
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“The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and 

as often as they did, David met with more success than the 

rest of Saul’s officers, and his name became well known.” 

 

Well in our next episode we have the final demise of King 

Saul.  

 

What are the lessons we got out of this particular study? 

 

Lesson #1: Do you have a close friend who helps to share your 

load? 

 

Think about that person right now. How that person is 

valuable to us and meets our needs. 

 

We can express our thanksgiving to the Lord for that person 

with these words: 

 

Thank God for you, good friend of mine. 

Seldom is friendship such as thine. 

How very much I wish to be 

As helpful as you’ve been to me— 

THANK GOD FOR YOU. 

 

Of many prayer guests, one thou art 

On whom I ask God to impart 

Rich blessings from His storehouse rare, 

And grant to you His gracious care— 

THANK GOD FOR YOU. 
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When I recall, from time to time, 

How you inspired this heart of mine 

I find myself inclined to pray, 

God bless my friend this very day— 

THANK GOD FOR YOU. 

 

So often at the throne of Grace 

There comes a picture of your face 

And then, instinctively I pray 

That God may guide you all the way— 

THANK GOD FOR YOU. 

 

Some day I hope, with you to stand 

Before the throne at God’s right hand, 

And say to you—at journey’s end 

“Praise God, you’ve been to me a friend. 

THANK GOD FOR YOU.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Do we have that kind of friendship, someone through whom 

the strengthening hand God can use in our life to meet a 

need? 

 

Lesson #2: Disobedience toward God leads to distortion and 

destruction of personal relationships. 

 

The disobedient heart has a hard time having anybody close 

as a friend. 
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Lesson #3: The Lord blesses and prospers those who walk with 

Him. 

 

Lesson #4: David and Jonathan serve as an illustration of 

Christian friends. 

 

Lesson #5: Jealousy short circuits good judgment. 

 

Lesson #6: Jealousy and envy will grow into the intent of 

murder if it is left unchecked. 

 

Lesson #7: David is protected from all of these malicious 

encounters by the Lord. 

 

Ever stopped to think about our best friend? The Bible says 

the Lord Jesus is that best friend. He’s a friend that sticks 

closer than a brother. 

 

He’s the One, because He loved us so much, He was willing to 

die for us. He’s a neat friend.  

 

Ever told the Lord, “Lord, You’re wonderful. Thank You for 

Your love, for Your friendship, for Your understanding.” 

 

Remember, don’t let the sun go down upon your wrath.  

 

Perhaps there is a relationship that ought to be a David-

Jonathon relationship that has become a David-Saul 

relationship because we’ve let bitterness and jealousy and 

resentment come in. When the enemy shall come in like a 
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flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against 

him. 

 

Take the initiative, deal with it and watch God’s hand of 

blessing be upon our life for good. 

 

Father, perhaps there are some that have never opened up to 

You as a friend that sticks closer than a brother, as one that 

wants to make a covenant on the basis of His shed blood on 

their behalf. We would pray that if that’s the case, they’d 

realize that You have that hand of friendship extended. You’re 

longing to draw them into a relationship with Yourself. Thank 

You for the excitement, the sheer thrill of a beautiful 

relationship with You. Lord, enable us to be sensitive to our 

friends, thankful for them. We thank You in the midst of 

Saul’s life. There could be portrayed before him what ought to 

have been his relationship with You and his relationship with 

Samuel, and his relationship with his own son. None of which 

he was able to have because his heart was so filled with 

bitterness, resentment and jealousy. Lord, help us to see that 

if we harbor those ugly things in our lives we really miss so 

much of what could be ours if we would just be loving servants 

or eager to develop in-depth relationships with people who we 

really care for and who we are willing unreservedly to give 

ourselves to in commitment. Thank You now for the study and 

thank You for the sense of Your Spirit being here, speaking to 

each of our hearts about these matters. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen. 
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What You Need to Know About SAUL: 

 

“The King with the Unsurrendered Will 

and the Unrepentant Heart” 

 

 

Study Number Seven – 1 Samuel 18:1-30 

 

            NOTES 
v. 1 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became 

one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 

v. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him 

return to his father’s house. 

v. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved 

him as himself. 

v. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to 

David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his 

belt. 

v. 5 Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully that 

Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the 

people, and Saul’s officers as well. 

v. 6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the 

Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of Israel to 

meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and 

with tambourines and lutes. 

v. 7 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and 

David his tens of thousands.” 

v. 8 Saul was very angry; this refrain galled him. “They have 

credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with 

only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” 

v. 9 And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. 

v. 10 The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully upon 

Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was playing 

the harp, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand 

v. 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to the 

wall.” But David eluded him twice. 

v. 12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David 

but had left Saul. 
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            NOTES 
v. 13 So he sent David away from him and gave him command over 

a thousand men, and David led the troops in their campaigns. 

v. 14 In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord 

was with him. 

v. 15 When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him. 

v. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in 

their campaigns. 

v. 17 Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab. I will 

give her to you in marriage; only serve me bravely and fight the 

battles of the Lord.” For Saul said to himself, “I will not raise a 

hand against him. Let the Philistines do that!” 

v. 18 But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my family or 

my father’s clan in Israel, that I should become the king’s son-in-

law?” 

v. 19 So when the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, to be 

given to David, she was given in marriage to Adriel of Meholah. 

v. 20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with David, and 

when they told Saul about it, he was pleased. 

v. 21 “I will give her to him,” he thought, “so that she may be a 

snare to him and so that the hand of the Philistines may be 

against him.” So Saul said to David, “Now you have a second 

opportunity to become my son-in-law.” 

v. 22 Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak to David privately 

and say, ‘Look, the king is pleased with you, and his attendants all 

like you; now become his son-in-law.’” 

v. 23 They repeated these words to David. But David said, “Do you 

think it is a small matter to become the king’s son-in-law? I’m only 

a poor man and little known.” 

v. 24 When Saul’s servants told him what David had said, 

v. 25 Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The king wants no other price 

for the bride than a hundred Philistine foreskins, to take revenge 

on his enemies.” Saul’s plan was to have David fall by the hands of 

the Philistines. 

v. 26 When the attendants told David these things, he was pleased 

to become the king’s son-in-law. So before the allotted time 

elapsed, 

v. 27 David and his men went out and killed two hundred 

Philistines. He brought their foreskins and presented the full 

number to the king so that he might become the king’s son-in-law. 

Then Saul gave him his daughter Michal in marriage. 
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            NOTES 
v. 28 When Saul realized that the Lord was with David and that 

his daughter Michal loved David, 

v. 29 Saul became still more afraid of him, and he remained his 

enemy the rest of his days. 

v. 30 The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and 

as often as they did, David met with more success than the rest of 

Saul’s officers, and his name became well known. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 1 Samuel 18:1-30 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What kind of relationship did David sustain with Jonathan, 

according to verses 1-4? 

 

 

 

 

3. What precipitated the problem between Saul and David, 

according to verse 7? 
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4. Describe Saul’s outburst in verses 10 & 11. 

 

 

 

 

5. Why was Saul fearful of David, according to verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

6. Why was David so successful, according to verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

7. What was the attitude of Israel toward David, according  

to verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

8. Describe Saul’s feelings toward David, according to  

verses 28 & 29. 
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Do you have a close friend who helps to share 

your load? 

 

LESSON #2: Disobedience toward God leads to distortion and 

destruction of personal relationships. 

 

LESSON #3: The Lord blesses and prospers those who walk 

with Him. 

 

LESSON #4: David and Jonathan serve as an illustration of 

Christian brotherhood. 

 

LESSON #5: Jealousy short circuits good judgment. 
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LESSON #6: Jealousy and envy will grow into the intent of 

murder, if it is left unchecked. 

 

LESSON #7: David is protected from the malicious intent of 

Saul in every one of these encounters. 
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