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What You Need to Know About SAUL: 

“The King with the Unsurrendered Will 

and the Unrepentant Heart” 

Study Number Eight – 1 Samuel 28:1-25 & 31:1-13 

We’ve been studying the life of King Saul. And it’s kind of like 

Saul is a great lesson from a negative point of view. He’s a guy 

who tells us how not to do it in a lot of ways. 

The nation Israel was tired of being led by God and they 

wanted a king like other countries. And so they made this 

request that they’d have a king. And God allowed Samuel to 

choose this man. 

Saul, son of Kish—head and shoulders over everybody else. If 

we looked at him and at his resumé, we’d probably say he is a 

fantastic, number one candidate to be a king. 

But it’s amazing how people will dissipate their potential, how 

they’ll allow life to destroy them. And instead of taking hold of 

it and getting after it and doing what they need to do, they let 

things begin to happen to them. 

Now for Saul that’s the case. He became king and he was 

surrounded by a man that loved him very deeply in Samuel. 

Samuel probably gave him all the basic history of the people. 
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Warned him about the fact that when someone is king over 

people, they have a tendency to play god in their lives. He 

most likely warned him in a lot of different ways. 

 

But Samuel became a real threat to Saul. And of course their 

relationship is terribly strained. Now in our passage it isn’t 

going to be fun at all to see what’s happened in their 

relationship. 

 

Well in that first study he was chosen to be king. In the 

second he was anointed as king and presented with some 

obvious manifestations that this was the Lord’s will for him to 

be king. 

 

In the third study we find the first experience of victory. It’s 

the high point of his life when they won the victory over the 

Ammonites. And he says the Lord’s the one that did it. And 

when we give the Lord the credit like that, it really is 

important. And that was the way it was at the end of study 

number three. 

 

In number four he went into the temple and offered the 

sacrifice himself. He didn’t wait for Samuel to come, in direct 

disobedience. On the seventh day he went in and disobeyed. 

 

In study number five we saw him with Jonathan, his son. 

Jonathan was a man of faith and a guy who became very close 

to David who’s going to take Saul’s place.  

 

And then in study number six we saw him in disobedience 
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against the Amalekites. And then in our last study we saw the 

relationship, the friendship between David and Jonathan. 

 

Now that leads us to our final study. Now we have skipped a 

lot of chapters. Let’s learn why. When we finished our last 

episode, we were in 1 Samuel 18. Now we’re in 1 Samuel 28. 

 

In the working of material, David comes into the scene in 1 

Samuel 16. After that business with the Amalekites, God says, 

“Go get a man after my own heart” and he anointed David. So 

those verses will be part of the study in the life of David. 

 

Saul’s been kind of crippled, hasn’t he? He’s been sort of a sick 

buddy these last number of weeks. The thing we have to learn 

out of this study is watch where disobedience leads. 

 

A lot of people rationalize away the principles of scripture. 

They think it’s not really important to study the Bible and 

what it says. And they just kind of figure out their own ideas 

and they know when their lives are disobedient and they 

think they’re getting away with it. And they probably are 

while they’re living here. But they’re not going to get away 

with it later on. 

 

Saul’s continued disobedience finally leads to satanic activity. 

He doesn’t turn to the Lord anymore. He still needs help and 

guidance so he turns to the satanic. 

 

Remember there was a statement previously that said, 

“Rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft.” Well he’s going to pull 
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some of that. And here comes the end of it. 

 

Disobedience ultimately leads to satanic activity. 

 

Now ask our first parents, Adam and Eve in the garden if that 

didn’t happen, because that’s exactly what took place. Now we 

have a replay on it. Let’s pick up at verse 1. 

 

28:v. 1 In those days the Philistines gathered their 

forces to fight against Israel. Achish said to David, 

“You must understand that you and your men will 

accompany me in the army.” 

 

“In those days the Philistines gathered their forces to fight 

against Israel. Achish said to David, ‘You must understand 

that you and your men will accompany me in the army.”’ 

 

Now when we look at that it just blows us out of the water 

because we don’t quite understand what happened. After the 

experience of the anointing of David in 1 Samuel 16, he killed 

Goliath the Philistine giant in chapter 17. 

 

There was a hit song that people started singing, “Saul has 

slain his thousands and David his ten thousands.” That went 

clear to the top of the pop charts and David got the green-eyed 

monster of envy and jealousy. 

 

He tried for a number of months to kill David. It was so 

serious that David left the land of Israel and went down to live 

with the Philistines. 
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And so this study opens with David out of the will of God. He’s 

down with the enemies and so yes, King Achish comes to 

David. And he says, “David, we’re going up to fight the 

children of Israel.” 

 

Isn’t that the way it is sometimes? We find ourselves in a 

pretty tough place when we’re out of the will of God. And here 

he’s got to make a decision whether he’s going to do it. And 

David is a true politician. He says a whole lot but he promises 

nothing really when we look at it. 

 

“In those days the Philistines gathered their forces to fight 

against Israel. Achish said to David,”—he’s the king of the 

Philistines—“‘You must understand that you and your men 

will accompany me in the army.”’ 

 

v. 2 David said, “Then you will see for yourself what 

your servant can do.” Achish replied, “Very well, I 

will make you my bodyguard for life.”  

 

“David said, ‘Then you will see for yourself what your servant 

can do.’” 

 

Now that’s pretty general, isn’t it? 

 

“You’re going to find out what I can do.” He doesn’t say who’s 

side he’s going to be on. 

 

“Achish replied, ‘Very well, I will make you my bodyguard for 
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life.”’ 

 

v. 3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned 

for him and buried him in his own town of Ramah. 

Saul had expelled the mediums and spiritists from 

the land.  

 

“Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned for him 

and buried him in his own town of Ramah. Saul had expelled 

the mediums and spiritists from the land.” 

 

Samuel’s been a real dear friend. It’s almost like we really lost 

somebody pretty special when he died. 

 

The difference between Saul and David is graphically seen 

here. We can tell how a guy acts when somebody dies, by 

looking at their relationship with that person. 

 

For instance, the horrible tragedy of this situation is that Saul 

doesn’t give any press at all—of mourning, of sadness, or of 

concern.  

 

When the book opens and we study the life of David, two full 

chapters are going to be given mourning over the death of 

Saul and the death of Jonathan. It’s a tribute to those people 

and to their lives. 

 

Saul could care less about Samuel. He’s hated him in the 

sense that he’s disregarded him, he’s not respected him. And 

Samuel has been deeply loved by the people because he 
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represents God—he’s been a prophet. 

 

Now that he dies the text doesn’t say anything. It just goes on 

to say they mourned for him and they buried him. And it was 

Saul’s responsibility to lead the people in this mourning, but 

he didn’t. 

 

v. 4 The Philistines assembled and came and set up 

camp at Shunem, while Saul gathered all the 

Israelites and set up camp at Gilboa.  

 

“The Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at 

Shunem, while Saul gathered all the Israelites and set up 

camp at Gilboa.” 

 

Now they’re located at Shunem on one side, a number of 

miles.  

 

Saul and his army are at Gilboa. It’s a high place so they can 

look down. And this huge army of the Philistines have 

assembled like they’ve never assembled before to fight them.  

 

v. 5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; 

terror filled his heart.  

 

“When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror 

filled his heart.” 

 

What’s wrong with that? Whenever we look at circumstances, 

we’ll always get scared. We want to keep our eyes on the Lord. 
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David didn’t even see that creepy-type, nine-foot-ten Goliath 

as a giant. He saw the Lord. He said, “The battle is the 

Lord’s.” 

 

If God be for us, who can be against us? We should always be 

scared when life begins to overwhelm us and when we get our 

eyes on our circumstances. Terror is going to fill our hearts. 

 

Here he is so frightened and so afraid because he sees this 

huge army in the valley coming against them. 

 

Here are some great verses along that line: 

 

1 John 4:18 

 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear 

because fear has to do with punishment. The man who fears, 

is not made perfect in love. 

 

If we’re afraid, we don’t feel loved. If we feel comfortable, we 

feel loved and understood. 

 

One of the first things that a person has to do is realize that 

God doesn’t get mad at us. And God isn’t ready to drop the axe 

on us just because we’ve been bad or something. He loves us 

unconditionally and eternally. 

 

It’s like the Prodigal Son. He wants to get His arms around us 

and get us back in the house again and bless us. Mature love 
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casts out fear. 

 

2 Timothy 1:7 

 

God hath not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love 

and of a sound mind. 

 

Proverbs 29:25 

 

The fear of man brings a snare, but whoso puts his trust in 

the Lord shall be safe. 

 

Isaiah 59:19 

 

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 

Lord will lift up a standard against him. 

 

Saul’s whole problem is he’s looking at a massive army 

instead of the Lord, who is the Lord of these people and who 

would give the victory if he’d turn to Him. 

 

The difference between Saul and Hezekiah and Jehoshaphat 

are just classic illustrations. 

 

Hezekiah says, “Don’t worry about the Assyrians. With them 

is the arm of the flesh. But with us is the Lord our God to fight 

our battles for us.” (ref. 2 Chronicles 32:8) 

 

And we look at Jehoshaphat; he calls all the people to prayer. 

He has a worse situation than Saul does. Now he’s got the 
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Assyrians coming out of the north and the whole crowd from 

Egypt coming up out of the south. And a guy comes running in 

and he says, “Listen Jehosh, I hate to tell you this, but the 

lady at CBS wire says they’re coming over the east too and 

they’re coming along easy on Taber and they’re moving in 

here.” 

 

So he’s literally surrounded by the enemy. What does he do? 

Does he panic? He stops and prays, talks to the Lord. And he 

reminds the Lord that he is the Lord’s procession. That they’d 

been promised this land. So it’s the Lord’s move. 

 

And his prayer is so classic. He says, “Lord, we don’t really 

know what to do but our eyes are on You.” 

 

“Lord, the ball’s in Your court. It’s Your move next or we’re 

going to get wiped out.” 

 

And is it any wonder that the Lord provides a marvelous 

deliverance for them because they turned to Him? We never 

find Saul in all of his biography ever turning to the Lord and 

saying, “Lord, take over.” 

 

We can tell the Lord’s hand of blessing. If we turn our 

business over to Him and we begin to let Him handle it 

instead of doing it ourselves, trying to handle it and work it 

out, we’ll be amazed at how the Lord is going to bless beyond 

our fondest dreams and expectations. 

 

The reason it’s in such a mess and the reason we’re having 
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such a rough time is probably because we got a hold of it. And 

when we turn things over to Him like that, He can really, 

really bring healing and a miracle into it. 

 

We never find Saul turning a pickin’ thing over to the Lord in 

his whole life. That’s what is so sad. He never throws up the 

white flag and says, “God, take over. I’m through. I’m willing 

to let You work.” 

 

His rebellion is in his late great act of defiance, which we’re 

going to see here in just a minute. 

 

v. 6 He inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not 

answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets.  

 

“He inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him by 

dreams or Urim or prophets.” 

 

Now we look at that and say, “Well look. He finally turned to 

the Lord. Why didn’t the Lord do something?” 

 

It’s a tad bit late Saul.  

 

The Lord says, “Call ye upon me while I am near. You shall 

seek Me and find Me when you shall search for Me with all of 

your heart.” (ref. Isaiah 55:6, Jeremiah 29:13 

 

We can’t just all of a sudden pick up a phone and dial the Lord 

without dealing with the situation in our life. We’ll get a busy 

signal every time. 
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A lot of times the area code for the Lord is 1 John 1:9: 

 

1 John 1:9 

 

If we confess our sins He’s faithful and just to forgive. 

 

The Lord’s going to say, “Your sins and iniquities have 

separated you from Me. Why in the midst of all this are you 

all of a sudden becoming spiritual? Saul, your sins have 

hidden you from My face. Until you, in a genuine act of 

repentance, deal with it, will you ever be heard.” 

 

There are two things that are missing in this verse and why 

the Lord doesn’t hear him: 

 

1. there’s no REPENTANCE and 

 

2. there’s no BROKENNESS. 

 

He’s not saying, “God, I have really blown it. Lord, I am really, 

really wrong.” We never hear him saying that. 

 

And so here, because there is none, the Lord doesn’t hear him. 

He says He doesn’t “answer him by dreams” or doesn’t give 

him any dreams to tell him how to do it.  

 

“Urim” are these little deals that the priests used to determine 

whether or not it was the Lord’s will to go or the Lord’s will to 

stay. There was no message at all for him. 
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We can call this verse: 

 

THE HIGH COST OF RESISTANCE. 

 

That is just what it costs us when we just keep on resisting. 

Finally, grace runs out and it’s a time of judgment. 

 

But there’s also something else. Even a man out of fellowship 

with God has to look somewhere to find an answer, to meet 

the need and for the direction of his life. 

 

So what do we do if there’s only two forms of supernatural 

phenomenon—the godly and the satanic? Well, if one doesn’t 

work, we’re going to go for the other one, aren’t we? 

 

We have a lot of that in the United States of America. Maybe 

we’ve been deceived by it, maybe we don’t know it, but it’s 

here. And it’s very real.  

 

Oh, it looks good. On the surface it looks fantastic. But it 

won’t bear up under the scrutiny of the text of scripture. A lot 

of people are turning to this stuff and they just poo-poo on the 

idea of satanic activity. If it’s spiritual it just sounds good and 

so they get involved without really thinking at all about it. 

 

v. 7 Saul then said to his attendants, “Find me a woman 

who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of her.” 

“There is one in Endor,” they said.  
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“Saul then said to his attendants, ‘Find me a woman who is a 

medium,” 

 

Isn’t that interesting that he’s looking for a woman as a 

medium? We don’t see too many men as mediums. Women are 

emotional responders and they’re terribly vulnerable to this 

sort of thing. We find that a lot of times. 

 

“so I may go and inquire of her.’ ‘There is one in Endor,’ they 

said.” 

 

And so now Saul is going to turn. 

 

What’s the difference between this and what Saul has done 

prior in his life? During his work he had driven out all the 

mediums, all the spirituous, satanic activity in the land. But 

now when the chips are down, he turns right back to this very 

thing as kind of a last act of defiance. And the prophets won’t 

give him an answer, he’s going to get a medium and find an 

answer. 

 

v. 8 So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, 

and at night he and two men went to the woman. 

“Consult a spirit for me,” he said, “and bring up for 

me the one I name.”  

 

“So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at 

night he and two men went to the woman. ‘Consult a spirit for 

me,’ he said, ‘and bring up for me the one that I name.”’ 
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It’s kind of stubborn resistance here. He goes to her and he’s 

dressed up so he won’t be recognized. 

 

v. 9 But the woman said to him, “Surely you know what 

Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums and 

spiritists from the land. Why have you set a trap for 

my life to bring about my death?”  

 

“But the woman said to him, ‘Surely you know what Saul has 

done. He has cut off the mediums and spiritists from the land. 

Why have you set a trap for my life to bring about my death?”’ 

 

She even talks to him about himself.  

 

“You know that the king doesn’t want any mediums and that 

I’m here illegally. You know that! And so are you trying to set 

a trap for me so that my life will be taken?” 

 

v. 10 Saul swore to her by the Lord, “As surely as the 

Lord lives, you will not be punished for this.”  

 

“Saul swore to her by the Lord, ‘As surely as the Lord lives, 

you will not be punished for this.”’ 

 

Now what’s wrong with that? We go up to somebody and say, 

“Now that’s alright. God understands that.” And give 

somebody some counsel that is contrary to the word of God, 

our counsel is wrong. 

 

The Bible says there’s safety in a multitude of counselors but 
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listen to this: 

 

Psalm 1:1 

 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, nor loiters around in the path of the sinful.  

 

We are who we listen to. And we’ll find people that will tell us 

anything we want to hear. 

 

“Awe, go ahead and do it.” Instead of listening to that, test 

that counsel against what the word of God has to say. 

 

Now listen to the word of God. Saul said: 

 

“As the Lord lives, you will not be punished for this.” 

 

What’s wrong with that? Saul is now in his final act speaking 

for the Lord. We knew it all along. But now he has taken the 

place to tell people it’s alright—as if he knew the Lord. No he 

doesn’t. He’s just speaking for Him here. 

 

Listen to these verses: 

 

Exodus 22:18 

 

Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live in the land. 

 

Deuteronomy 18:10, 11 
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God has ordained that there should not be found among the 

Israelites any that use divination or an observer of the times 

or an enchanter or a witch or a charmer or a consulter with 

familiar spirits or a wizard or a necromancer. 

 

The text of scripture makes it clear that Saul is violating a 

direct commandment from the Lord. 

 

v. 11 Then the woman asked, “Whom shall I bring up for 

you?” “Bring up Samuel,” he said.  

 

“Then the woman said, ‘Whom shall I bring up for you?’ ‘Bring 

up Samuel,’ he said.” 

 

v. 12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the 

top of her voice and said to Saul, “Why have you 

deceived me? You are Saul!”  

 

“When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of her 

voice and said to Saul, ‘Why have you deceived me? You are 

Saul!”’ 

 

This lady has not been used to having séances and having 

literally dead people that she thinks is the person coming up. 

 

Now it doesn’t say that she sees him. Satan is a great 

counterfeiter. He can actually make the sound of someone’s 

voice sound like the dead person’s voice. Very powerful. 

 

But bringing somebody back from the dead is really 
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questionable. She might have seen a form and possibly this 

could be an exception to the rule on this occasion, that Samuel 

comes back. 

 

The fear that she has is the fear we’ll have too when it’s not 

truth or from the Lord. We can always tell that. If it strikes 

fear within us, and we are a Christian, we’re messing around 

with something we shouldn’t be messing with. 

 

Now many might not agree with that, but Ouija boards, 

horoscopes, tarot cards, witchcraft—that is all satanic. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:4 

 

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 

that believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 

should shine unto them. 

 

If we want to know our future, we just go to talk to our 

heavenly Father. We don’t need to be messing around with a 

bunch of this trash to try to figure out what sign we were born 

under and whether we’re going to get good or not.  

 

Joshua 1:8 

 

This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth. You 

meditate therein day and night and careful to observe all 

that’s written therein, then you’ll be successful. You’ll have 

good success. 
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Our future is guaranteed, you know? And the Lord will let us 

know all we need to know when He’s running our life and we 

don’t need these things. 

 

v. 13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. What do you 

see?” The woman said, “I see a spirit coming up out 

of the ground.”  

 

“The king said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid. What do you see?’ The 

woman said, ‘I see a spirit coming up out of the ground.”’ 

 

v. 14 “What does he look like?” he asked. “An old man 

wearing a robe is coming up,” she said. Then Saul 

knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down and 

prostrated himself with his face to the ground.  

 

‘“What does he look like?’ he asked.” 

 

Now watch what she says: 

 

“‘An old man wearing a robe is coming up,’ she said. Then 

Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down and prostrated 

himself with his face to the ground.” 

 

v. 15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me 

by bringing me up?” “I am in great distress,” Saul 

said. “The Philistines are fighting against me, and 

God has turned away from me. He no longer 

answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. So I 

have called on you to tell me what to do.”  
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“Samuel said to Saul, ‘Why have you disturbed me by bringing 

me up?’ ‘I am in great distress,’ Saul said. ‘The Philistines are 

fighting against me, and God has turned away from me. He no 

longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. So I have 

called on you to tell me what to do.”’ 

 

Last phrase—“to tell me what to do.” 

 

It’s just a little late Saul. 

 

Isn’t that the way we treat people though? When they die we 

finally really appreciate them. He wouldn’t have gone to 

Samuel while he was alive for anything! To seek any advice! 

Now that he’s dead and gone, he realizes what he’s missing 

and what he lost. So now he’s trying to call him back to find 

out. Just a little bit late—“I needed to talk to you.” 

 

v. 16 Samuel said, “Why do you consult me, now that 

the Lord has turned away from you and become 

your enemy?  

 

“Samuel said, ‘Why do you consult me, now that the Lord has 

turned away from you and become your enemy?” 

 

v. 17 The Lord has done what he predicted through me. 

The Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hands 

and given it to one of your neighbors—to David.  

 

“The Lord has done what he predicted through me. The Lord 

C
opyright ©

 2026 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



21 

 

has torn the kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of 

your neighbors—to David.” 

 

There’s an interesting thing about that. All those statements 

of Samuel, there’s nothing new. That’s everything he had 

already heard before. He did not hear one thing new in these 

statements. Samuel had already said this long before he died 

in that last encounter. And now this statement is just the 

same. 

 

v. 18 Because you did not obey the Lord or carry out his 

fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the Lord has 

done this to you today.  

 

“Because you did not obey the Lord or carry out his fierce 

wrath against the Amalekites, the Lord has done this to you 

today.” 

 

v. 19 The Lord will hand over both Israel and you to the 

Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will 

be with me. The Lord will also hand over the army 

of Israel to the Philistines.”  

 

“The Lord will”— underlined that. 

 

Now it’s easy to think we have X number of years before we 

have to get serious. Thinking that we’re going to be able to 

handle our life and work it. We just don’t need much help. God 

writes the finale. It says right there, “The Lord will.” 
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“And Saul, you’ve avoided it. You’ve done all this and you’ve 

lived a lie. But right now:” 

 

“The Lord will hand over both Israel and you to the 

Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. 

The Lord will also hand over the army of Israel to the 

Philistines.”’ 

 

God has the last word. 

 

What does that mean?  

 

It says, “tomorrow you and your sons will be with me.” Well 

doesn’t that mean that he must be a righteous guy then? He’s 

going to be down there in that same place. 

 

Remember the parable about the rich man and Lazarus where 

the one guy was in Abraham’s bosom—the righteous guy—and 

the unrighteous guy was in the place of torment? There was 

this gulf between them but they could talk back and forth to 

each other. 

 

Yes, Saul is going to be in the place of torment. Samuel’s going 

to be in the place of Abraham’s bosom—the place of the 

righteous dead. 

 

There’s going to be the possibility for them to see one another 

in that future place. And Jonathan of course is going to be 

there too, but he’s going to be over there with Samuel. We’ve 

already seen that demonstrated. 
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Now look at Saul’s response—verse 20. 

 

v. 20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, 

filled with fear because of Samuel’s words. His 

strength was gone, for he had eaten nothing all that 

day and night.  

 

“Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with 

fear because of Samuel’s words. His strength was gone, for he 

had eaten nothing all that day and night.” 

 

Galatians 6:7 

 

Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

 

v. 21 When the woman came to Saul and saw that he 

was greatly shaken, she said, “Look, your 

maidservant has obeyed you. I took my life in my 

hands and did what you told me to do.  

 

“When the woman came to Saul and saw that he was greatly 

shaken, she said, ‘Look, your maidservant has obeyed you. I 

took my life in my hands and did what you told me to do.” 

 

v. 22 Now please listen to your servant and let me give 

you some food so you may eat and have the 

strength to go on your way.”  

 

“Now please listen to your servant and let me give you some 

C
opyright ©

 2026 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



24 

 

food so you may eat and have the strength to go on your way.”’ 

 

v. 23 He refused and said, “I will not eat.” But his men 

joined the woman in urging him, and he listened to 

them. He got up from the ground and sat on the 

couch.  

 

“He refused and said, ‘I will not eat.’”—and that’s normal—

“But his men joined the woman in urging him, and he listened 

to them. Finally he got up from the ground and sat on the 

couch.” 

 

v. 24 The woman had a fattened calf at the house, 

which she butchered at once. She took some flour, 

kneaded it and baked bread without yeast.  

 

“The woman had a fattened calf at the house, which she 

butchered at once. She took some flour, kneaded it and baked 

bread without yeast.” 

 

v. 25 Then she set it before Saul and his men, and they 

ate. That same night they got up and left.  

 

“Then she set it before Saul and his men, and they ate. That 

same night they got up and left.” 

 

We can call that the last supper. Isn’t it an amazing contrast 

between this last supper for him and the last supper for the 

Lord Jesus? Just an incredible difference. Here’s the last meal 

this guy’s going to have because the axe is going to fall the 
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next day. 

 

How would we feel if we knew that tomorrow we were going to 

go into a situation where we were going to lose and there was 

no hope of victory? 

 

And then let’s say someone is a military man and they’re 

going to lead their forces into battle, but they know that it’s 

already been predicted that they will lose? How would they 

feel? 

 

That’s exactly what Saul has to feel as he sits there eating. 

And that his resistance and his stubbornness that has led to 

his failure as a king affects his boys—all three of his boys are 

going to die in battle the next day. 

 

And not only that, look at the thousands and thousands of 

Israelites that are going to lose their lives because one guy is 

just so stubborn, bullheaded, and resistant.  

 

Don’t say life doesn’t really count for something and that the 

way we feel and the way we act doesn’t touch other people’s 

lives and is a vital link. What we do does affect other people.  

 

The devastation of this last part is in fact the fate of this guy 

is the fate of the nation and of his family because of his 

resistance. 

 

This is the fate of a man who fought against God all of his life. 

If we try to fight against God, we’re going to lose. We’ll never 
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win. We’ll win with Him, but we’ll never win against Him. He 

always wins every time.  

 

Now watch the verses. 

 

31:v. 1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the 

Israelites fled before them, and many fell slain on 

Mount Gilboa.  

 

“Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the Israelites fled 

before them, and many fell slain on Mount Gilboa.” 

 

v. 2 The Philistines pressed hard after Saul and his 

sons, and they killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab 

and Malki-Shua.  

 

“The Philistines pressed hard after Saul and his sons, and 

they killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki-Shua.” 

 

Three of the boys in this initial thrust have already died. 

 

v. 3 The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the 

archers overtook him, they wounded him critically.  

 

“The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers 

overtook him, they wounded him critically.” 

 

v. 4 Saul said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword 

and run me through, or these uncircumcised 

fellows will come and run me through and abuse 
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me.” But his armorbearer was terrified and would 

not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it.  

 

“Saul said to his armorbearer, ‘Draw your sword and run me 

through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run me 

through and abuse me.’ But his armorbearer was terrified and 

would not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell upon it.” 

 

Interestingly, there are three graphic suicides in scripture. 

Samson is the first one, Saul’s the second and Judas Iscariot is 

the third. 

 

There is a common denominator of all three of those guys. 

What is it? No repentance. They never admitted it. They never 

would be broken. They would never reach out for help. 

 

Samson—played around with the strength that God had given 

him in moral situations till finally one day he loses his hair. 

And that hair was the mark of his strength, the presence of 

the Spirit of God in his life. And he ends up praying to God 

that he can have his strength one more time to pull down the 

pillars so that the Philistines will die in this great last act of 

defiance on his part. And the pillars tumble down and over 

three thousand Philistines die in that final act. 

 

Judas Iscariot—Judas is probably voted by his class the most 

likely to succeed. Elected treasurer of the organization, he was 

the only southerner among eleven Yankees. Just imagine how 

lonely he must have felt serving with the twelve. 
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Super guy. With a name like Judas, he had to be. He was from 

a very conservative home. Judas Maccabeus was the hero to 

the Israelites and to the Jewish people. In 168 B.C. Judas 

Maccabeus led the people in triumph. But Judas Iscariot, 

overwhelmed by silver, chose to let that be top priority in his 

life. And rather than go back and acknowledge it to the Lord 

and deal with it, he dies.  

 

Sex for Samson, 

 

Silver for Judas Iscariot. 

 

For Saul it’s the pride of life. He was just too cool to be broken. 

He was just so power-hungry and wanted to be the pitcher, 

the catcher and the team manager. He didn’t have any time 

for Samuel or for God. Likewise, he ends up a suicide. 

 

Hard, stubborn hearts—all three of them. 

 

v. 5 When the armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he 

too fell on his sword and died with him.  

 

“When the armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on 

his sword and died with him.” 

 

v. 6 So Saul and his three sons and his armorbearer and 

all his men died together that same day.  

 

“So Saul and his three sons and his armorbearer and all his 

men died together that same day.” 
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Principle: 

 

When you keep your life, you often lose it by taking it. 

 

It was Jim Elliot who said: 

 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he 

cannot lose. 

(source unknown) 

 

You’re no fool to give your life over to the Lord. We’re not 

keeping it anyway. We’re losing it. It’s just a question for 

what. We’ve lost a certain amount of it already. It’s just a 

question of how much left we’ve got to lose. 

 

And when we keep our life, we often lose it by taking it is the 

principle  

 

v. 7 When the Israelites along the valley and those 

across the Jordan saw that the Israelite army had 

fled and that Saul and his sons had died, they 

abandoned their towns and fled. And the 

Philistines came and occupied them.  

 

“When the Israelites along the valley and those across the 

Jordan saw that the Israelite army had fled and that Saul and 

his sons had died, they abandoned their towns and fled. And 

the Philistines came and occupied them.” 
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v. 8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip 

the dead, they found Saul and his three sons fallen 

on Mount Gilboa.  

 

“The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the dead, 

they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa.” 

 

v. 9 They cut off his head and stripped off his armor, 

and they sent messengers throughout the land of 

the Philistines to proclaim the news in the temple 

of their idols and among their people.  

 

“They cut off his head and stripped off his armor, and they 

sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to 

proclaim the news in the temple of their idols and among their 

people.” 

 

What a reproach. 

 

v. 10 They put his armor in the temple of the 

Ashtoreths and fastened his body to the wall of 

Beth Shan.  

 

“They put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths”—that’s 

the female counterpart of the Baal god—“and fastened his 

body to the wall of Beth Shan.” 

 

v. 11 When the people of Jabesh Gilead heard of what 

the Philistines had done to Saul,  

 

C
opyright ©

 2026 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



31 

 

“When the people of Jabesh Gilead heard of what the 

Philistines had done to Saul,” 

 

Who were the people in Jabesh Gilead? They were the guys in 

that first study. Remember it? The Ammonite king said, “Let 

us take out your left eye and you’ll be our servants the rest of 

our lives.” And they said, “Give us seven days.” And when 

Saul heard about it he mobilized the army and went up and 

brought about the victory. 

 

That tells us something. When we do something nice for 

somebody, we’re casting our bread upon the waters. And in 

many days it’ll come back to us. 

 

In the last act, these guys never forgot that. They’re not going 

to let their king be a reproach before these heathens. They 

come down here and at least they’re going to give this guy an 

honorable burial. 

 

v. 12 all their valiant men journeyed through the night 

to Beth Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul 

and his sons from the wall of Beth Shan and went 

to Jabesh, where they burned them.  

 

“all their valiant men journeyed through the night to Beth 

Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul and his sons from the 

wall of Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where they burned 

them.” 

 

v. 13 Then they took their bones and buried them under 

C
opyright ©

 2026 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



32 

 

a tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and they fasted seven 

days.  

 

“Then they took their bones and buried them under a 

tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and then they fasted for seven days.” 

 

Okay, what are the lessons? We got seven out of that passage 

of scripture. 

 

Lesson #1: There comes a time when God’s grace turns to 

judgment. 

 

He’s had all the opportunities in the world. In time grace runs 

out, judgment takes over. 

 

Lesson #2: Saul was fearful because he never took time to put 

his eyes on the Lord. 

 

Lesson #3: The scriptures clearly condemn the arts of 

witchcraft. 

 

Lesson #4: Saul’s final act of rebellion is to go to the witch at 

Endor. 

 

Lesson #5: Saul learns nothing new. 

 

Lesson #6: The absence of repentance is the key to 

understanding these tragic events. 
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Lesson #7: You are bound to lose if you’re fighting against 

God. 

 

Father, we come to You and we would ask that You might give 

us a deep assurance that each one would come to know You as 

Savior. It doesn’t have to be a big dramatic show. It can be 

something private in their own rooms, alone with You, 

opening their hearts and lives and allowing You to work. Lord 

thank You that the scripture is inspired. We thank You for 

Saul’s life, that we can learn lessons we really need to learn 

from him. And we would pray that You’d enable us to put our 

armor down, to put up our swords and to yield in a broken and 

contrite spirit, to the Spirit of God working in our lives. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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What You Need to Know About SAUL: 

 

“The King with the Unsurrendered Will 

and the Unrepentant Heart” 

 

 

Study Number Eight – 1 Samuel 28:1-25 & 31:1-13 

 

            NOTES 
28:v. 1 In those days the Philistines gathered their forces to fight 

against Israel. Achish said to David, “You must understand that 

you and your men will accompany me in the army.” 

v. 2 David said, “Then you will see for yourself what your servant 

can do.” Achish replied, “Very well, I will make you my bodyguard 

for life.” 

v. 3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned for him 

and buried him in his own town of Ramah. Saul had expelled the 

mediums and spiritists from the land. 

v. 4 The Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at 

Shunem, while Saul gathered all the Israelites and set up camp at 

Gilboa. 

v. 5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror 

filled his heart. 

v. 6 He inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him by 

dreams or Urim or prophets. 

v. 7 Saul then said to his attendants, “Find me a woman who is a 

medium, so I may go and inquire of her.” “There is one in Endor,” 

they said. 

v. 8 So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at 

night he and two men went to the woman. “Consult a spirit for 

me,” he said, “and bring up for me the one I name.” 

v. 9 But the woman said to him, “Surely you know what Saul has 

done. He has cut off the mediums and spiritists from the land. 

Why have you set a trap for my life to bring about my death?” 

v. 10 Saul swore to her by the Lord, “As surely as the Lord lives, 

you will not be punished for this.” 

v. 11 Then the woman asked, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” 

“Bring up Samuel,” he said. 
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            NOTES 
v. 12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of her 

voice and said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” 

v. 13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. What do you see?” The 

woman said, “I see a spirit coming up out of the ground.” 

v. 14 “What does he look like?” he asked. “An old man wearing a 

robe is coming up,” she said. Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and 

he bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 

v. 15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by 

bringing me up?” “I am in great distress,” Saul said. “The 

Philistines are fighting against me, and God has turned away from 

me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. So 

I have called on you to tell me what to do.” 

v. 16 Samuel said, “Why do you consult me, now that the Lord has 

turned away from you and become your enemy? 

v. 17 The Lord has done what he predicted through me. The Lord 

has torn the kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of your 

neighbors—to David. 

v. 18 Because you did not obey the Lord or carry out his fierce 

wrath against the Amalekites, the Lord has done this to you today. 

v. 19 The Lord will hand over both Israel and you to the 

Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The 

Lord will also hand over the army of Israel to the Philistines.” 

v. 20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with 

fear because of Samuel’s words. His strength was gone, for he had 

eaten nothing all that day and night. 

v. 21 When the woman came to Saul and saw that he was greatly 

shaken, she said, “Look, your maidservant has obeyed you. I took 

my life in my hands and did what you told me to do. 

v. 22 Now please listen to your servant and let me give you some 

food so you may eat and have the strength to go on your way.” 

v. 23 He refused and said, “I will not eat.” But his men joined the 

woman in urging him, and he listened to them. He got up from the 

ground and sat on the couch. 

v. 24 The woman had a fattened calf at the house, which she 

butchered at once. She took some flour, kneaded it and baked 

bread without yeast. 

v. 25 Then she set it before Saul and his men, and they ate. That 

same night they got up and left. 

31:v. 1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the Israelites fled 

before them, and many fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 

v. 2 The Philistines pressed hard after Saul and his sons, and they 

killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki-Shua. 
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            NOTES 
v. 3 The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers 

overtook him, they wounded him critically. 

v. 4 Saul said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword and run me 

through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run me 

through and abuse me.” But his armorbearer was terrified and 

would not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 

v. 5 When the armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on 

his sword and died with him. 

v. 6 So Saul and his three sons and his armorbearer and all his 

men died together that same day. 

v. 7 When the Israelites along the valley and those across the 

Jordan saw that the Israelite army had fled and that Saul and his 

sons had died, they abandoned their towns and fled. And the 

Philistines came and occupied them. 

v. 8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the dead, 

they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 

v. 9 They cut off his head and stripped off his armor, and they sent 

messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to proclaim the 

news in the temple of their idols and among their people. 

v. 10 They put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths and 

fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan. 

v. 11 When the people of Jabesh Gilead heard of what the 

Philistines had done to Saul, 

v. 12 all their valiant men journeyed through the night to Beth 

Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul and his sons from the 

wall of Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where they burned them. 

v. 13 Then they took their bones and buried them under a 

tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and they fasted seven days. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 1 Samuel 28:1-25 and 31:1-13 and in your own words 

pull out the main thought of this passage. 
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2. Describe Saul’s actions in verses 5-7. 

 

 

 

 

3. What is Saul’s request of the woman, according to verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

4. How does Saul respond to Samuel in verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

5. Summarize Samuel’s response to Saul in verses 16-19. 

 

 

 

 

6. How was Saul wounded, according to 31:3? 
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7. What is Saul’s request of his armorbearer, according to 

verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

8. How does Saul meet his final demise, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: There comes a time when God’s grace changes to 

God’s justice and judgment. 
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LESSON #2: Saul was fearful because he never took time to 

put his eyes upon the Lord. 

 

LESSON #3: The Scriptures clearly condemn the arts of 

witchcraft. 

 

LESSON #4: Saul’s final act of rebellion is seen in going to the 

witch at Endor. 

 

LESSON #5: Saul learns nothing new, apart from the fact 

that in the battle with the Philistines on the morrow, he 

is going to die. 

 

LESSON #6: The absence of repentance is the key to 

understanding these tragic events. 

 

LESSON #7: You are bound to lose if you are fighting against 

God. 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2026 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 




