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TEXT: Philippians 2:1-11
v. 1 If there is therefore any encouragement in Christ, if there

is any persuasion of love, if there is any fellowship of the
Spirit, if there is any tenderheartednesses and compassions,

v. 2 make full my joy, in order that you may be of the same mind,
having the same love, of one mind, thinking the one thing, doing

v. 3 nothing according to self-seeking, nor according to empty glorying,
but in Towliness of mind considering one another as excelling
themselves;

v. 4 not considering each one his own things but also each one the
things of others.

v. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

v. 6 who, existing in the form of God, considered not this being equal
with God something to cling to,

v. 7 but emptied Himself, having taken the form of a servant, becoming
in the Tikeness of men.

v. 8 And being found fashioned as a man, He humbled Himself, having be-
come obedient even to death, the death of the cross.

V. 9 On which account God also exalted Him to the highest place and
freely bestowed upon Him the name which is above every name,

v.10 in order that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven and of things on the earth, and of things under—dL Stvatings

the earth, o
v.1l and that every tongue should confess (plainly and openly agree) ot %
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ywt & SP
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The agnostic Robert Ingersol] made the following statement about the
person of Jesus Christ: "His name shall be called Wonderful because no
man dared ever to point his finger at the character of Christ and find
any fault in Him. Every time I see a rock I remember that He is the
Rock of Ages. I walk out under the stars and I remember that He is the
Star of the Eternal Day. When I come into one of God's temples, I re-
member .that He is the chief cornerstone. When I walk the streets, I
remember that He is the way, the truth and the Tife. When I see the
birds in the air, I remember that He said, 'not a sparrow will fall.'
The flowers tell me that He is the rose of Sharon, the Tily of the
valley. Wherever I go and wherever I look, in every land and in every
city, the name of Jesus is wonderful."

The hymnwriter Haldor Lillenas states it so well in the fourth stanza
of his hymn "My Wonderful Lord":
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“"Thou art fairer to me than the fairest of earth.
Thou omnipotent, Tife-giving Word
0 thou ancient of days
Thou art worthy all praise
My wonderful, wonderful Lord.

My wonderful Lord, my wonderful Lord
By angels and seraphs in heaven adored
I bow at thy shrine
My Savior divine
My wonderful, wonderful Lord.,"

God bcc,awn;w, Flesk - Jesus Chrst n"e’i“ﬂﬂdfj Ameng Gse. - i, 1114

It will be our pleasure to consider the greatest passage on the in- Dick k. Tewhing
carnation in_the scripture for our Christmas meditation, Philippians 2:1-11, T;ﬂ;;?
===, Tewplt
Tncar Teut v

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: ___Eﬁﬁ}a

fomd 1

Paul is in prison when he writes this epistle for the sake of the gospel.
And evidenfiy 1T 1s near the end of his Tirst imprisonment that he writes Phl 1
this Tetter back to Philippi.

)

The im PTSonment is 1in anp and it dis here that he returns some time later.
e_Seco execution

He has an opportunity to send a letter back to his beloved Philippian
church, so he writes them this personal note. This is probably the most

intimate of Tetters that the apostle writes. And he has several reasons
or writing to them:

To say thank you for the gift which they sent to help
meet Nis _needs.

He wants to tell them of his own circumstances
e needs to exhort them to unity and humility because

of some problems 1n_the church.
He wants to warn them against those who would preach

to them anﬁ other gosge1 than the gospel of Jesus
rist, and he uses his own Tife as a witness as to
how he himself is Tiving.
5) He makes an appeal to Euodia and Syntyche that they
e wants_to_admonish them to_joyfulness and prayer-

fulness.
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In chapter one he prays that their love=mighé=abeunds and then he updabes
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admonishing

He concludes the chapter b
wortﬁy of the gospel 0T Eﬁr1sf.

As_we_come into chaEter 2, in the first verse, it seems as_though Payl
is expressing something very personal from his heart, because he is

"If there is therefore anyWin Christ
1f there 1s any pers. ove

C ._0_ S"

I am sure many times the apostle P ike while he was in prison
that he was fighting a=bossne=batlile, that he wasm

He uses four_conditional phrases here to express his needs:

"If there is (and I know there is) -

Y mern

sy

yencouragemen; in_the midst of th ]

k“cx\ , always adds_to_the _incentiye. runners who ask
P i z hall of the marathon, OC At~

o] astosix miles. __ cause their m'
ﬁﬁ I _the roygh the di 'c_}t_m11es to the finish Tine.

Just knowing that someone loves you brings security and a
sense ot well-being.

It is the free f1 mmunication and sharin

another that brings us cl There is a common character, a
pommon !aEEr, a common_interest. These all 1 stimulate our'fe11ow-

ship with one another.
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How great t om ca with con-

structive 1 lvement bring healing into the weargI worn,
Broken 1life.
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These four things that Paul has outlined are the eatest needs of

men and women in our dax:
Paw| Veally Veeded SOF gkt A +his Time
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to sense the need of Tove and to fill the vacuum in_a life
at feels unloved

to fellowship with the lonely. who feels no_one cares

to be tender and full of compassion toward those with

problems too great for them to bear

%E%E} just a word of encouragement

v. 2 make full my joy, in order that you may be of the same mind, having
the same love, of one mind, thinking the one thing,

Paul is asking on the part of these Philippians, who have had some ve

Eersona11tz conflicts and difficulties among ;hgm;'po make his joy full.
the _way they can do_that i "tn be of the same minds having the
same love,'thinking the one thing.”

In verse 3 he tells them what not to do., Ip verse 4 he tells them what
they should be doing.

V. 3 doing nothing according to self-seeking, nor according to empty
glorying, but in Towliness of mind considering one another as
excelling themselves;

v. 4 not considering each one his own things but also each one the
things of others.

Paul then in the center of this passage{gives a command}and then illus-
trates this command in the person of Je . erse 5 we read:

V. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, ' kdﬁV\A?ﬁ

;i ¥
The apostle Paul realizes thatMM Ym‘ VTR
Heads Y\C‘H'
t was Emerson who said, "What “gg behind us and what lies before us @y, +le Fed-
are sma matters compared 0 what l1es within us,

e mind ist my Savior live i from day to da
ove and rol1ing all I do and say.

Proverbs 27:3

Paul in this command says to 1et the mind which was in Christ Jesus be

the mind t o
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-;?]that I want us to scrutinize carefully for our
our,
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% stissent] 1
Guy King—fm s work on Philippians calls these statementS the "Sixe-steps
downward: in-the humiliatioen of Jesus-Christ,"

tiistwde/and in verse

v. 6 who, existing in the form of God, considered not this being equal
é‘/' with God something to cling to,

Ju g .

:I:: A‘f p\f Jesus Christ, first of all, is _introduced as g;jﬁijng in _the fgnm of God,
Javin *hﬁLovﬁ.
3

God + T Chovaenot... Same

oL lgigever al ters. s _essence, Hig U~ Veq bemdi
255™ "A eNCe nbeing divine 00
ess of humiliation and incarnation. _He himself L

Ue\h’—’ M,,c aimed to be (efigwaall "Befo
(32

o

re Abraha s, I am. ohn 8:58 Foregel
He claimed to bereales) with the Father. In John 14 H

a time with you ard

- ave I been so 10ng
—
oyou nave no KNOWN _NE o bt [

9
a,.a-:o"f’ ath seen the rather." He claimed to bg Messiigh)to the outcast Samaritan
‘Imﬂnow that Messiah comes,—whith is called Christ, When
e is_come, He wiTT Tell Us all things.' Rnd Jesus responds_to_that,
™ that sEeaE to thee am He."

The_angels announce it: Luke 1:35 "The Holy Spirit shall come upon you
and the power of the highest shall overshadow you, and therefore that
holy offspring shall be called God's Son."

Matthew 3:17 God-himself - "And a voice from heaven said, 'This is my
beToved son in whom I am well pleased."

(?} Simon Peter - Matthew 16:16 "Thou art the Christ, the son of the Tliving
God."

ng} His disciples - Matthew 14:33 "Then those in the boat knelt before him,
saying, 'Truly, thou art the Son of God.'"

(:j) Mark 1:1 "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the son of God."

The unclean spirits - Mark 3:11 "And whenever the unclean spirits saw
~ Him, they fTell before Him screaming, 'Thou art the Son of God.'"

@W- Mark 5:7 "What dealings hast thou with me, Jesus
Son of God?"

J the tist - John 1:34 "And I did see it and I testify that He is
.Rhﬂ-___JﬁﬂL*_? il

the Son of God.
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Nathaniel - John 1:49 "Rabbi, you are the Son of God, the king of
Israel.

(j;@ Martha - John 11:27 "Yes, Lord, I have faith that thou art the
Christ, the Son of God."

(::) Jesus himself - John 14:7 "Had you recognized me, you would have
~TRnown my rather as well."

(::) Sayl - Acts 9:20 "And at once he preached Jesus in the synagogue,
that he was the Son of God."

(::) the Spirit - Romans 1:4 "And according to the Spirit of holiness,
was openly designated as the Son of God with power."

. Thomas - John 20:28 "My Lord and my God."
m—— -
(jj) the centurian - Mark 15:39 "Truly this was God's Son."

o0
“ He was tempted in all points 1ike as we are, yet without sin., The officers
who came to f?ke-ﬁfﬁ returned empty-handed, with the statement "Never
a man spake Tike this man." Seummen ou +he Mww" " But T Gavy ule-a' VW,, .
' ' . -

His birth was contrary to the laws of 1ife. His death was contrary to
the laws of death., He had no cornfields or fisheries but he could spread
a table for 5,000 and have bread and fish to spare. He walked on no
beautiful carpets or velvet rugs but he walked on the waters of the Sea
of Galilee and they supported him. When he died, few men mourned, but a
black crepe was hung over the sun. The men trembled, not for their sins.
The earth beneath them shook under the load. A11 nature honored him.
Sinners alone rejected him. Corruption could not get hold of his body.
The soil that had been reddened with his blood could not claim his dust.
Three years he preached his gospel. He wrote no book, built no church
house, had no monetahy backing, but after 1900 years he is the one central
character in human history, the pivot around which the events o?“"hé"EﬁE?“
revolve and the only regenerator of the human race. T Was it merely the —
Son of Joseph and Mary who crossed the world's horizon 1900 years ago?
Was it merely human blood that was spilled on Ca]vary s hill for the
redemption of sinners? What thinking man can keep from exclaiming,

"My Lord and my God!"

T T gy S— ey
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B* The second Ehrase saxii "He considered not this being equal with God
— Os,

something to cling

g h;gssBack in verse 3 the apostle Paul, in challenging the Philippians to
- Lcﬂﬂ‘ get their act together, tells them, "in lowliness of mind, considerin
‘ﬂl, one another as excelling themselves." Perhaps it 1S This lowliness og
I\ M mind that is being expressed here in_this phrase, speaking of the
oy 1tude of Christ, who considered not this being equal wit

-

- something _to cling to.

What is the attfitude of Jesus Christ as he prepares to be ipvolved in
this mission-of self-hupiliation? What is the attitude behind the
action that is about to be taken in these next phrases?

~\'100y The_Son of God did not stand on his.rights but laid them aside to meet
an a_need, The word "cling to" has the idea of a treasure to be clutched
%NO-‘: A x ¥ and_retained at any cost. N

@al.ﬁV\ > IT Corinthians 8:9 "For we know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
s ¥ that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,

p*qufA that ye through his poverty might be rich."
He Taid aside a hese things for us and so we see him consta
(, f rom fan-animal-te=pride-~on /58 roon..to. eathiselast supper in, an

FTna11y[@a_tombto.be.buried in.
We_now come to the 6 steps downward in _the jncarnation and humiliation
of Jesus Christ, The next phrase in our text savs,

1 e 2

;* q& John 1:14 "And the word became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we
beheld his glory, a glory as of an only born from a father full
of grace and truth"

What does it mean, "he emptied himself"?
First, let it be said that he did not e

essence 1S _1n no way changed throu is humiliation. i i
character an his becoming T lesh.,
]

i

and 1s defined ese, Ihe heavenly Christ no 01
his divine form and mode of being but by his own decision emptied himse]f
Of 1t, or laid i1t by, taking the form of a servant b

Aml ’X"G(ue Rie LiBe A& YGuSew mem\q."r i

| Maric 10t ¢ e Came ot o be Minisded Unda AwHL Wit
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Tﬁ proeess Cﬂ:!?eaawn;q 4 Serusnt Houtre Got o /e#go OF 47 Lot

He diveste not of his divine nature, for this was.impassible, O}:TA;&;{ 8
ut of the{glorie he(prerogatives)of diety; this he did by taking p},\( LS
“Upon him the form of a servant, ’ o A <

1k Galatians 4:4 "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the Taw to redeem
them that were under the Taw."

2*-Co1ossians 1:19 "For God was pleased to have all his fulness dwell in
Him,"

humiliation, to be that which he was in his eternal nature and essence.
MWMAWW
e visibility of his gl . Men cou eiled
HTET?T"THE'TﬁHEEEﬁHEﬁ%-gﬁgrcise of the divine attributes - He did not
USE them apart from the pleasure of the Father. o

% John 5:19 "Jesus gave them this answer, 'l tell you the truth. The Son
can do nothing by himself. He can do only what he sees his Father
doing because whatever the Father does, the Son also does."

It was the desire of Satan in the tem%tation of Christ to get him to act
independent of the Father in_turning the stones into_bread,

Lightfoot points out, "Jdesus Christ, in emptying himself, stripped him-
self of the insignia of his majesty."

.

If an officer of the forces would w i a common barr e
normal reaction would be to salute and stayv at a;;erf1§ﬁ ﬁﬁfii Eg i;ﬁ]d
say, At ease." The men are made conscious of the difference in rank,
TThe enters the Barracks without the emblems of rank. there is quite a
diTTerent atmosphere. But_even wi;iagi ihe emb]emsé he §t1|| 1S an
officer. Jesus Christ willingly stripped himself of the emblems of his
rank in_the act Of taking the formof.a servant, and his disciples re-

ceived him _as_a man,
With Emily E1liott we say,

"Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly crown when thou camest
to earth for me,
But in Bethlehem's home was there found no room, for thy holy

nativity.

Heaven's arches rang when the angels sang, proclaiming thy royal
decree,

But of Towly birth didst thou come to earth, and in greatest
humility."

> Mary had & KT Lamb  ths Flocce was white ds Seons .

h %Q\AG _w,‘ La,.m ‘, o¥ Geé baiw s 'GGV*?:&T A-wd\-‘ '(QGS'“::GFQJ(
evld b . ™ Spotless Lamb o¥ God wal He Eull Atonement
Can 1} be. {'Sd\[elcx)qk l W\na‘i" & Sauiswy H ?
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Milton expressed it this way, "That glorious form, fhat light insufferable-

he laid aside. And here with us »-£0rsook the courts of everlasting
A

and choose with us a darksome house

p, he apron

ot a servant."
T —

i*,Hebrews 2:9 "But we Jesus, who was made a Tittle Tower than the angels,
for the suffering of death; crowned with glory and honor, that he
by the grace of God should taste death for every man."

};,Hebrews 2:17 "Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made Tike
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the
sins of the people.”

Come now and view that manger, the Lord of glory see.

X% 1A house-less, home-less stranger in this poor world for thee,
There see the God-head glory shine through that human veil,
And willing hear the story of love that's come to heal.

He has stepped down from making the solar systems to helping in a car-
¥ « penter’s_shop, He Tays aside the Sceptor to take the towel to wash the
» disciples' feet. Who can_comprehend God becoming man, God leaving the
atmosphere ot heaven for the air of a stall, a world of angels for the
presence of animals.

Paul is pleading with the Philippians to Tive in unity and in harmony,
to lay aside their disharmonies and their discords, to shed their personal

ambitions and their pride and thejr desire for prominence and prestige

and to have in thei desire to serve,Ywhich

was the very essence of the life .

Christ, who is model or_example, in emptying himself of the rights and
sf' EFbrogaE1ves o1 He1ty, takes the form of a_slave,

ﬂk Mark 10:45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve and to give his Tife as a ransom for many."

John 13:4,5 "So he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing,
and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water
into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them
with the towel that was wrapped around him,"

Card on e oWosH-c Page 1\

Messay-e “Tewe Cewys A Gyestress =
Mavic 1o: 3.5~ 45
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Sk Hebrews 10:5-7 "Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said,
Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you pre-
pared for me. With burnt offerings and sin offerings you were
not pleased. Then I said, Here I am. It is written about me
in the scroll. I have come to do your will, O God.,"

*k Isaiah 52:13-53:12 -

"See, my servant will act wisely, He will be raised and Tifted up and
&higﬁly exalted., Just as there were many who were appalled at him, his

X M . . .
g %fgg,/-appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man, and his form
A

marred beyond human Tikeness. He was despised and rejected by men, a
éﬂyﬂ&\man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering; like one from whom men
4‘5‘,,,/‘ hide their faces. He was despised and we esteemed him not. Surely

he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows; yet, we considered
~ him stricked by God, smitten by him and afflicted. But he was pierced
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; the punish-
ment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed."

STER##8 - The third step down is seen in the next phrase -

»

B

:‘,John 1:14 "And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us."

He became T1ike us at Bethlehem so that we can become Tike Him when he
comes again.

I John 3:2 "Beloved, now are we the sons of God and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be, but we know that when he shall appear, we shall be
1ike him; for we shall see him as he is."

A story is told of a devout member of the Hindu sect who was confronted
With the claims 6T Thrist. To him zl] Tife was Sacred, a cow, an insect,
a cobra. Yet he could not grasp the Christian concept that God actua1iz
visited this planet in the flesh in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.

One day, as he walked through the fields, wrestTing in his mind with

his concept of God, he observed also an ant hil] with thousands of ants
in evidence. He observed that the ant hill was in the path of a farmer

plowina the fields. Gri ith a ¢ that you and I would fee]l for
undreds of people trapped in a burning building., he wanted to warn them
of their impending destruction. But how? He could shout to them but
they would not hear. He could write in the sand but they would not be
able to read. How_then could he communicate with them? Then the
realization came. If only he were an anE, he could warn them before

it was too late. Now he understood the Christian concept--God became

a man--Jesus Christ, in order to communicate his love and forgiveness to
US
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So_we stand in utter amazement at Sucl'La mystery as _this.and marve]
at_the self] f. ¥ He came from the

bosom of the Father to the bosom gf a_woman., He put oq_nmmml_J%1
that we mjght put on divinitE. He became son of mapn.thai we might
ecome sons of God. He was born 1 ernatural way, lived in
poverl P . Only once crossed the boundary of the
and 1n childhood. He had no wealth nor influence and no college
education, and yet the profoundest wisdom of men has never equalled
his last discourses in John 13-17 and the Sermon on the Mount. Never
a man spake 1ike this man. His relatives were inconspicuous and un-
influential. In infancy he startled a king; in boyhood he puzzled the
doctors; even at 12 years of age, proving he was far in advance of the
theologians, for he was taught of God. In manhood he ruled the elements
so that he could defy the laws of gravitation by walking on the water
and quiet the raging sea. He healed the multitudes without medicine,
made no charge for his services, never wrote a book, yet not all the
Tibraries of the country could hold the books that have been written
about him. He never wrote a song, yet he has furnished the theme of
more songs than all the songwriters combined. He never founded a college
yet all the schools together cannot boast of as many students as he has.
He never marshalled an army, drafted a soldier, nor fired a gun;
yet no leader ever made more volunteers, who have, under his orders,
made rebels stack arms or surrender without a shot being fired. Great
men have come and gone, yet he 1ives on. Herod could not kill him.
Satan could not seduce him. Death could not destroy him. The grave
could not hold him and even demons obeyed him. He fed the hungry
multitudes with a boy's Tittle Tunch; broke up funerals and gave back
1ife to those that were dead. He laid aside his purple robe for a
peasant's gown. He was rich; yet, for our sake's he became poor. As
to how poor, ask Mary, ask the wise men. He slept in another's manger.
He cruised the lake in another's boat. He rode on a borrowed beast.
He was buried in a rich man's tomb. He conquered death, rose on the
third day, as he said he would; descended into heaven, is now at the
right hand of the throne of God and will one day come in clouds of
heaven with power and great glory for his own born again, blood-bought
ones to be forever with him according to the promise; after which he
will judge the world in righteousness, when every knee shall bow to
him and every tongue shall confess him as Lord. His friends gladly
but his enemies seek1ng for a place to hide from his face. The ever
perfect one, he is the chief among ten thousand and the only one who
can sat1sfy the soul and give every1a§‘n 1ife to those who have it
not. He is altogether lovely and he is my Savior.

@
He was madg in the Tikeness of men and h e devil to tempt

im, His PEFTENCe nunger ., th1rst weariness. He was a man of
Brrows, acqua1nfea With griete. - - S

"and belng found fashioned as a man" -

+ STEPS#®. - "he-humbled. himself"

M
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John 3:30 "He must increase but I must decrease"

the home of M

Gfkﬂj ' He humbled himself in the sense_that he returned to
ﬂ

\bu To be betrayed Tor the price o /ant he humbled H1mseif
Sﬁm to a Tfﬁ'l?‘é‘a death. o

T ]
gcéﬂ”w He humbled himself because as a_chi nt_home. He humbled himself
‘135 FouC a s1lence in that he did not knock on the door OF
e nigh priest or seek out eminent rabbis to announce his public

LA sev j‘an1sfry. He humbled himselT inm that Nis companions were‘?T?ﬁEFﬁEh,
1fV“ &‘Lo |ow1y men., roughout nhis Tite he manifests the attitude of a servant.
E;JF“ DL I Peter 5:5,6 "Young men, in the same way, be submissive to those who

‘ are older. Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another
(e because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that
he may 1ift you up in due time."

This humbling was beautifully illustrated in the December 19 reading of
the Daily Bread:
—

"And few days after a Christian bought a farm his neighbor who was
not a believer asked him, 'Are you the new owner?' 'Yes,' was the reply.
Then said the non-Christian, 'You have bought yourself a lawsuit also.'
"What do you mean?' 'Well, it's this way: Your fence line is ten feet
too far over on my side and I'm taking the matter to court to prove it.'
*Oh,, don® t do that,' said the Christian. 'If the fence is in the wrong
place we'll move it to where you claim it should be.' The unbeliever
was completely disarmed. ‘Do you really mean that?' he said in surprise,
'0f course, I do. The Lord tells me to live peaceably with all men.

And I intend to follow his orders.' The aggressive attitude of the
neighbor changed. For a moment he looked at the smiling believer. Then
he put out his hand and said, 'I'm sorry. Let's just leave the fence
where it is.'"

At _the end of the Civil War, Sherman was organizing the great parade

that would march down Penns venue 1n Washington., 0ne e

generals U. U. Howard was scheduled to ride at the-fread of his
ne o q

division. ning of the parade Sherman came to Howard and
said, "I would _Jlike to ask a 513 -

Yours to command, sir, erman said.
another génera] 0 _command your troops?
1d d1v1s1 Howard a d Tet

enera So and-So take your 1ace Howard swa11o¥ed Eard
fUUQﬁT‘WTfH These men. He had lost a ce. By r1ghts
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he had earned the. 1ace of honor

Luke 14:11 "For whosoever exaltethhimself shall be abased. And he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

@ The willingness of Christ to Tleave his pative sphere L8 ¢ @
where you want me to go.s —
The willingness to become whateye iS Father desired. He emptied
mse taking the fowmo0T a servant, made in _the Tikeness o
men, # ] H ou want me to be, #
He humbled himse md became obedien nto death. even the death_
of the cross.n» I'Hhat ou want me_to _do, ¢

Si STEP¥#5 - The fifth step downward -

W\‘-\\“&NV He humbled himself by becoming obedient. Lt is-always safe laving
ourself at the feet of Jesus and making Whe

y servant
tioning obedjenge than ==
s his, 1is h1s by

W erth thine be done.
ung there upon tThe cro%? manﬂ earth, i

:5 he asked forg \E
\( A L his final word
¢

It could well be said of Jesus, ‘He died as he had 1ived, savinag others.,"'
s i "Well done Mthouﬁ ood _a__nd faithful~Servant, Enter 'w

On the night before he died, he prayed, ”I:atheri if it be Eos§1b|g
eless, not my wi
!

. and then in
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0 Dear dear] e_hi 0
And trust in his redeeming blood and try his works to do.

“ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing., ¢

He chose to step down from the glory which he had with the Father
before the world was. And go all the way to the cross. Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us. “Stil1l..0 soul, the sign and wonder of all ages see,

Christ thy God, the king of glory, on the cross for thee. *

Jesus Christ came all the way down from the throne to the lowest
death.,

Was it the nails 0 Savior that bound thee to the tree.
Nay, twas thine everlasting love, thy Tove for me, for me.
To wonders I confess, the wonders of his glorious love
And my own worthlessness

I Peter 2:24 "Who his own self bear our sins in his own body on a tree,
that we being dead to sin should 1ive unto righteousness, by
whose stripes you were healed."

Isaiah 53:6 "Al11l we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned everyone
to his own way and the Lord has laid on him the iniquities of us all."

Upon a T1ife I did not Tive

Upon a death I could not die
Another's 1ife, another's death,
I stake my whole eternity.

When I survey the wonderous cross on which the Prince of glory died
My ‘richest gain I count but Toss and pour contempt on all my pride.

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were present far too small
Love so amazing, so divine

Demands my soul, my 1ife, my all.

Thomas Hastings said it so well, "No mortal can with him compare among
the sons of men, Fairer is he than all the fair who fi e heavenly
train.™

e S

CONCLUSION:

The apostle has challenged us to let this mind be in us which was also
in Christ Jesus. This Towliness of mind which is seen in the Christ,
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Jesus Christ, according to John 12:32, said, "And I, if I be 1ifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto myself." He waits to draw men,
women, children, clean, unclean, strong, and weak, thieves and honest
men, rulers and commoners, drawing them from every generation in his

saving power, giving them new 1ife, making them new creations in Jesus
Christ. And by his Tiving power within them to allow their Tives as

servants to reflect the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. With Pilate

each of us must face the question, "What shall I _do with Jesus? 1 -
hear his pleading voice. He asks that he may enter M make Ty hea
'%fégf And on_his brow so holy the thorn marks yet I see, t shall I do
Wi Jesus™ e ki n his throne. e cldaims m ] 1legiance,
redeemed e 1S OwWn. solemn question., Lord 1510w
ecide and take thee Tor r, my master, friend_and quide,

s II Corinthians 9:15 "But thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift!"

Ah, such a gift gives wonder beyond description, a Tack of words.
UJOL\\:\ \’Ou Come L«m“q Me fo @é/uut} oo

&es "LlWQ{'tOV\ ol- lfuk /’mmlc:fnén - -
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who existed in the form of God, considered not being equal with God
something to cling to, but:

STEP 1 - He emptied himself
STEP 2 - having taken the form of a servant
STEP 3 - becoming in the Tikeness of men

and being found fashioned as a man,
STEP 4 - he humbled himself
STEP 5 - having become obedient even to death
STEP 6 - the death of the cross

Someone has said, "We see the s ind which thinks nothing of it-
self and only of others. We s i ind that will go to the
utmost lengths for the welfare of othefs: » we see the i i

d
which is happily content to render any service that will be oii ?ell:%%

What are the lessons that we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON=#1 : zggégﬁis”annempiyingwpnoge35~jnwbecoming“amsenuant.

Would you lay aside your rights, your prerogatives, your plans and allow
Jesus Christ to become lord?

John 3:30 "He Christ must continue to be increasing and I must be

decreasing."

Isaiah 55+ "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways

%

my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts."

LESSON=#2: Humility-and-ebedience-are -top.priority items-for his servants.

LESSON"#3: Self.denial s to service of others.

The results of Christ's humiliation are seen in the remaining versesof
our text: "On which account God also exalted Him to the highest place
and freely bestowed upon Him the name which is above every name, in order
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and
of things on the earth, and of things under the earth, and that every
tongue should confess (plainly and openly agree) that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.





