1CRL THE GREATEST GIVER

2 Corinthians 9:6-15
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Christmas time is the time when kids and money both
sprout wings.

Mark told me the other day Christmas in Los Angeles
is always interesting. You usually see the carolers
dressed in bermuda shorts groplng their way through
the smog singing " Clear .V

It is really fascinating the new toys they've got now

-

for Christmas. nekisecalled a: neurotigedold. -It's

wound up already.
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Onemedevkesaddy 'Heredsmamdolbaforwyou. dDbpdrinks,

"wets and s crles i sald "I'm not surprised. g

Christmas is not only a time of cards and giving, it's
glso a time of greetings. 'One guy saidy '"Merry Christmas
to the Christians, Happy Hanukkah to the Jews, and good
luck to Madelyn Murray O'Hair."

aﬁﬁnﬁp One little fellow had drawn a picture of a
Nativity scene. He had Mary, and Joseph and the
shepherds coming to kneel at the stable and several
of the animals standing around. Off to one side,
hewever, he had drawn a picture of a little fat man.
As the teacher looked over the would be artist's work,
she noticed the little fat man off to the side and
asked the question, 'Phesashe?'" And the response

of the child was, "Oh, he is round John Burgeon."

re three wise men

coming from a fire.'

INTRODUCTION TO PASSAGE

Last week we studied together Mark 10:35-45, We learned
that the two keys to greatness:

1. being a servant F"‘l:‘““"‘ﬂ Suy FMnG-LILn we ol

2. being a giver A‘W qe+ A s o nse ra Haen ‘\'Lﬁw

E;e.a.&r"-lon '
. = +?
Being servants and being stewards.

is-a-time of giving,; I thought it would-
5 consider one of the greatest massages-
jectmofmgiving=1n:2Corinthianssdm6s15%
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v. 6 Now this I am saying, He who is sowing sparingly
shall also reap sparingly and he who is sowing
bountifully shall also reap boumtifally.

v. 7 Let each one give just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion
for God is loving a cheerful giver.

v. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you
in order that having always enough of everything,
you may have an abundance for every good deed.

v. 9 Even as it stands written, He scattered abroad,

He gave to those who are poor, His righteousness
is abiding forever.

v.10 Now He who is sunvnlying seed to the sower and
bread for food will supply and multiply your
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness.

v.11 You, being enriched in everything for all generosity
which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.

v.12 Because the ministry of this service is not only
fully supplying the needs of the saints but also
is overflowing through many thanksgivings to God,

v.13 Because of the approved character of your serv1ce,
they are glorifying God for your obedience to your
confession of the gospel of Christ and the generosity
of your contribution to them and to all,

v.14 While they also with petitions on your behalf are
longing for you because of the extraordinary grace
of God in you.

v.15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.

CONTEXT

The apostle Paul begins ‘his exposition on the business

@bssiinmeinChapteresralerstantsefirstoofrablowith: the
example of the poor Macedenlans who beyond their ability:

gave of their own accord, begging with much entreaty forn
the favor of part1c1pat10n deRpbhessupportof«the «saintsas

He then uses a second illustration of someone who was rich
amdswho--became  poor 4 v 9 of chapter 8.

""For vou know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though: Hemwas: rich, yet for your sake, He became poor,
that you through His poverty might become rich."
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As we come into Chagter OeEwamtRrsHtonnotice five_things“
in 2 Corinthians 9:6-1

QUTLINE OF THE PASSAGE

ImmrePhepprimcipilenotfagivaingsmversesnbs=81
Asamfiwingaiseproduetive, vense O
BupoBidvingnisyparsenal, verse 7
Cs o Giving-is prospered; ~verse 8

Trerlhenpronisenofyeivingsymers.esmlmtal0
&yorsBeom -Sevdpture ;. verse B
Bs o« From-God,; verse 10

IhiThesprovmhsmonmatmpivinggmaerse serlde3
e Por giverss yverse 1l
By Foar reeeinNerss verse 12
Gu - Por-Godg Yerse 13

IV. The potential of giving, verse:14

frreilhenpacte o g RIeTser BlF5

sehaisbpiiswfonnded onmthesprincipile
Splrit xS g1V1ng The subjects of

&hae& g@ﬁve&v s@ifisd;

Under the law, you have a payment, but under the gospel
gf prace, everything is a gift,

God gives us Jesus, God gives us eternal life, God gives
Us-grace-and glory, God pives us everything., in fact.

The mark of ‘a heart that has been touched by the grace of
Godwcountsygiving-as-a privilteges The key to a giving heart
LS o gave.eurselyes tirst toe the Lerd. - Unce yeu have

glven yeourselt. it 1§ easy f0 give anything elses: Living

is a manifestation of a heart that has been touched by the
leve and grace of God,
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s IHE; PRINCIPLE, OF GIVING,

We're going to have:
the prineiple s
the command giv

God's response

g Giving is p
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1ved freely giveg
‘H: ;;5

ess that he is loved.

tated in verse ©
en in verse 7

in verse 8

weductive, verse 64

What. yweu. put. dny ¥yeu get baek,  Your return is equal to

your investment.
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Giving -is sowing in.verse 6 and reaping is the result of
the giving.

JohwplPeZdet Trulyeptnulyssasamstosyougsunles sramgraingof
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself
2O ErgrabillibriifrmitbrdrleSrplstobear Se-Muche Frudt ol

Isaiah 55:10-§ 11 "For.as the rain and the snow come down
from heaven and do not return there without watering the
earth and making it bear and sprout and furnishing seed
to the sower and bread to the eater,; so shall my word be
which goes forth from my mouth. It shall not return to
me empty without accomplishing what I desire and without
succeeding in the matter for which I sent 1t."

Matthew: 13:1=9+"0n that day Jesus went out of the house and
was sitting by the sea and great multitudes gathered about
Him so that He got into a boat and sat down and the whole
multitude was standing on the beach and He spoke many things
to them in parables saying, 'Behold.the. sower went out to
sow and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road and
the birds came and devoured them. And others fell upon the
rocky places where they did not have much soil and immedia-
tely, they sprang up because they had no-depth of soil, but
when the sun had risen, they were scorched and because they
had no root, they withered away. - And others fell among the
thorns and the thorns came up and choked them out. And
others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop;some a
hundred fold, some sixty and some thirty. He who has ears
Leitpehdmahears

John 4:35-38 "Do not say there are yet four months and then
comes the harvest, behold I say to you, 'Lift up your eyes
and look on the fields that they are white for harvest.
Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering
fruit for life eternal that he who sows and he who reaps
may rejoice together. For in this case, the saying is
true, one sows and-another- reaps. I sent you to reap that
for which you have not labored, others have labored and you
have entered into their labor.'

Galatians 6:7-9 '"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked
for whatever a man sows this he will also reap.  For the
one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap
corruption. The one who sows to the spirit shall from
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the spivdtareapueternalwldfesamdndwlet ussnotlose-heant
in doing good for in due time, we shall reap if we do not
grow weary."

In: verse 6, a choice is given. We can sow a little and
reapastittleox We can soW & leot end reap.a lot.,

Jeremiah 8:20+~ "Harvest is past; summer is ended and we
are-not.saved,"

The law of the harvest then is’ gpusewwsparingly is to reap
sparingly and to sow bountifully is to reap bountifully.

Giving is a process that will return something to you as
well.

Proverbs 19:17 "He who is gracious to a poor man lends to
the Lord and He will repay him for his good deed."

giwingpihen,fis:not a contribution, it is an investment.
Giving-is not a means of distributing charity but rather
of developing character.

BroyekbSovkladdsnbed o' Bhentmbsmonenwhomseattenssmyel
increases all the more and there is one who withholds
what is justly due but it results only in want. The
generous man will be prosperous and he who waters will
himself be watered."

Luke 638 "Give-and it will be-given to you.: -Good measure
pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour
into your lap for whatever measure you deal out to others
dsti Wil hemdeoaltetomyourdnzreturny!

God delights in what flows liberally from a loving heart.

God is a God of the showers of harvest riches.
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Psalm 126:5 § 6'"Those who sow in tears shall reap with
joyful shouting. He who goes to and fro weaping,carrying
his bag of seed shall indeed come again with a shout of
joy bringing his sheaves with him."

Iinthe statement of the p@inciple of giving in these
first three verses we have seen that giving is productive
ascording to verse 6.

B o Giving 4% personal, verse 7

Whereas, we have.the PRINCIPLE.stated in verse 0, we have
the COMMAND. giuven new 1n verse /. We're gaing te learn
that giving i§.-4 private.matied., Jt.dis . alse andovestinent.

The principle has stated that we can sow sparingly and
reap sparingly or sow bountifully and reap bountifully.
Now each one has to purpose in his heart whether he is
going to do it sparingly or bountifully and this is each
individual's business to take care of this matter,

The sowing in verse 6 is the giving in verse 7.
It is each man just as he has determined in his heart.

One has to be impressed with the freedom that there is in
henmpracerofrGodaWhenwit comesito ithesprivatermatter of
‘questionable areas of conduct the apostle in Romans 14:5
‘tells us to let each be fully persuaded in his own mind.
And here, the apostle when it comes to the matter of giving
‘says that we are to purpose in our heart how big we want
our garden to be, whether it's going to be big or little,
We can give however we want to.

Whereas=onsthe positivesside he is: telling-us to give asy
wewhaverpurposedpinsourvheartsy on the negative side he
warns us:

1, it's not grudgingly
2, not under compulsion

And then the reason is stated,"for God 1is loving a cheerful
gainzeTd
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God is interested less in how much you give and more
in why you give.

God is concerned about motives. Some give because they're
afraid of dying. Some give because they know they're going
to- have to face the recerd at the judgment seat of Christ
and- their. giving -is not Lo help the cause of God. They
have no more use for the work of God than a hog has for
hip.pockets.

The only true motive for giving is the grace of God, the
goodness of God to you. ¥ If God has not done anything for
you; then for goodness sakes, do not give Him:a dime. But
1f He has, then pour it out according to the measure you
have receiveds

JMWhenwwenconsiderntheswords 'grudgingly'sow'of necessity,
God ‘does not want one penny from you if you would rather
keep if for yourself. There are many who would give of
necessity because they would be embarrassed of what others.
would think if they did not give. This is not a foundation -
for giving.

You will notice that tithing has nothing to do with the
New Testament pattern for giving stated in this command.
Jesus only spoke of tithing in a derogatory way during
His ministry. The apostle Paul,being a Jew, had every
opportunity to speak and enlist in this regard and did
net. do. 504 Tthere.is only one mention of it in Hebrews 7
apgr-at,is- i f-histerviecal gontext,

So many give grudgingly and under compulsion or of
necessity, simply because they have been taught that
they are under the burden of the tithe.

Each one gositively is to give as he has purposed in

his heart. Negatively, not grudgingly or under compulsion,
And then the reason is given, "For God is loving a
cheerfulwgivers" You will notice that this is something
which pleases the Father., The attitude is important to

the Lozxd.
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ROt ed:Sea joyful giver that God loves.

Robert Lewis Stevenson's native servants loved him much.
Each day his boy servant would awaken him with tea. On
il -occasion, his servant was off duty and another boy

not only brought tea but a beautifully cooked omelet.

Theyresponserof Robert Lewis Stevenson was:'"Great is your
forethought." Jduidmthepsenvantisareplygwasy ''No master,
great is my lovey"

Ged's-kind-of-love produced in.the heart of the child of
God gives and gives and gives.

Therword foriicheerful herevin verse 7 is the word for
hilariousy gladlys, happily, thankfully, with exuberance.

Luke 2:10 & 11+"And the angel=said to them, 'Do not be
afraid, for behold I bring you good news of a great joy
whichshallbefor«all. the people. -For today:in- the
city of David there-has been born for you a Saviour who
dismGhrisitatherhond::'

John 15:11 "These things I have spoken to you that my joy
might remain in you and that your joy might be full."

Song of-Solomon 2:4 '""He has brought me to his banquet hall
and his banner over me is love."

In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira are impressed with the
fact.that.the believers in the early church are giving
much to the Lord. In a grudging and necessary way to be
netigedy they entered upen a plan te sell-a piece eof
property and then to keep back some of the price for
themselves. This of course, cost both of them their
lives as they had lied to the Holy Spirit.

What are some of the things that we can give? There at
least four things that come to my mind,



BOX 580
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 803901

the h “
¢ I. 4‘1 | a enge . . . a biweekly letter from thé heart of a man to men

September 15, 1984

Dear Friend,
LESSONS FROM THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
SUCCESSFUL LIVING BOTH HAPPY AND RADICAL

MY VERSE: "...you cannot serve God and the power of money" Matthew 6:19-24,

MY COMMITMENT: The treasure I seek is determined by the master I choose
to serve.

MY MEDITATION: Pussy cat, pussy cat, where are you going? "I'm going to
London to see the Queen." Pussy cat, pussy cat, what did you see there? "I saw a mouse
under her chair!"

She didn't see London, nor the Queen, nor the throne. Cats see what they are
looking for...mice.

What your eyes see is what your heart wants. We want clout. We want all the
"gusto" we can get. We are pumping all the adrenalin we can in order to stimulate suc-
cess,..security...investments and the power of money.

The decision isn't between God and Satan...that's a theological choice. The deci-
sion isn't between God and self,..that's a psychological choice. The decision isn't between
-, God and education...that's an academic choice.

My choice...God or gold? "Their orders are diametrically opposite. The one com-
mands you to walk by faith, the other to walk by sight; the one to be humble, the other to
be proud; the one looks at the eternal, the other at the temporal; God would have you be
careful about nothing, whereas gold would have you be all anxious. God says be content,
the other demands that you enlarge your desires. One says look upon others, the others say
to seek your own happiness. You cannot serve God and the power of money."

Choose your investments carefully and examine your securities continually. Cloth-
ing? The moths will eat them up. Cadillac? Rust will erode it away. Cash? Thieves will
steal you blind!

"Those are things which make it difficult to die."

No man can be a bondslave to two owners. The word for money is the Hebrew for
material possessions...mamon. "That which you entrust to your banker for safe keeping."
As the years rolled by, mamon got an extra "m"...mammon and became that in which a man
puts his trust. It has ended up in the 20th Century being spelled with a capital
"M"...Mammon,

Ron Blue puts his finger right on the heart of the issue: "If an independent ob-
server were to look at your checkbook would he conclude that God was your Master? 'How
much is enough?' is a tough question to answer...but it must be answered. In answering it,
never forget, 'God owns it all!'

MY PRAYER: "Oh God, give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough
to satisfy my needs. For if I grow rich, I may become content without God, and if I am too
' poor, 1 may steal, and thus insult God's Holy Name. Amen." Agur's prayer in
\ Proverbs 30:8,9.
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DI ELHE

our talents

our money

our teaching of the Word of God.

B

Qurigivingvis to be cheerful. Slhatyisylighitihearted,
joyful and happy. This is what God loves.

Whereasin the:statement of the principle of giving, we
have seen:

in verse 6 that giving is productive and
in verse 7 that giving is personal;
we now come to a consideration of:

CyowGiving ds prospered, verse 8

We have learned in verse 7 that God is loving a cheerful
giver and now in verse 8 we are going to learn what He is
able o dou

'He is able to make all grace abound to you' and the purpose
behind this is'"in order that having always enough of '
everything you may have an abundance for every good deed."

The  Lord is able to supply what you need to give.

five more and the one who had two gained two more. But the -
one who kept the one and buried it had to in the end
surrender that one to the one who had acquired the ten.:

Over and over again in the life Joseph in Genesis 39 and
following we read this statement, ''Now his master saw that
the Lord was -with him and how the Lord caused all that he
did to prosper-in his hand."
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The Lord was with him and whatever he did the Lord made
O ESICE,,

Joshua 1:8 "This book of the law shall not depart from
your mouth but you shall meditate on it day and night so
that you may be careful to do according to all that is
written in it, for then you will make your way prosperous
and then youw will have good success.'

Philippians 4:19 "And my God shall supply all your needs
according to His- riches in glory in Christ Jesus."

Colossians 3:23 ''Whatever you do, do your work heartily
as for the Lord rather than for men."

Ephesians 3:20 "Now to Him who is able to do exceeding
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think according to
the power that works within us."

My parents always plant quite a large garden in the
Northwest during the spring and summer. There are potatoes,
peasyweseen beansgrcanratsmrcornzandualdsdindsofiadifferent
vegetables: It is an amazing thing that every year they =
have a surplus and they are giving, giving, giving as much

of the produce begins to ripen,:

fgBed<is-able to prosper the garden, so He" is able also
ko -prosper the sowing of vour seed in givingy

The Father's response to our obedience in heeding the
principle of sowing bountifully and of giving in a
personal way, we find that His response 1is:

lnwHesrkoveswancheerful-giver
2. He makes His grace abound

In verse 8, we have the Father's relationship to the
giving process.

gk -we-bet the seed fulfill its appointed process, the
farmer will have it back and much more besides. That is
what God has designed.,
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When you take the loaf of bread in your hand, you've
got to think about the flour, the mill and the wheat,
and ultimately, the rain and the Father's will and the
miracle of taking the seed and bringing it to harvest.

What is scattered freely by a heart which trusts in God,
He renders back with overflowing increase.

We possess that we may pass it on.

Mg
God is providing the gracef\provides the desire and the

means to be generous. The man with the bountiful heart
finds that God supplies him with something to bestow.

Stedman tells the following story in his exposition on

@ Gonivebiviamsmbabee ''A friend of mine received a letter.

In the letter he read, 'You can't outgive God. We have
f8pured it out, therefore if you and everybody else whg
hears our program will send us $67, we'll have all the
money that we need and God will give it back to you five
times over.' Stedman'swfriend wrote back to the financial:
Ppikeamandmsadids, 'I believe that, I believe you can't
outgive God. You give me the $67 and God will give it back
royou- five times ever, then you'll get the bigger amount,'
For some reason they took him off the mailing list."

Romans 8:32 '""He who did not spare His own Son but delivered
Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give
wssmadeleathamgsral!

Paul insists that God can give a man both the substance to
give and the spirit in which to give it. The man who has
had his life directed not in amassing possessions but in
eliminating needs.

It never was loving that emptied a heart or giving that
enptEedmanpunsess

John Bunyan in Pilgrim's Progress says,

"A man there was though some did count him mad,
hesmorehe cast away, the more he had."



L 155 he”heartf
displayed in ac t:LQni

Youawidd, notice thet grace is in the singulan becauwse it's

wrapped up in a person, God's hands are nail pierced and
they are wide open.

Brere~is never one package of affliction that can comeg
#mrto the life of any of His children but that when yowm
ynwrap it, you will discover sufficient grace.

Hebrews 4:16 "Let us therefore draw near with confidence

to the throne of grace that we may attain mercy and may
fsindasaracemtopheilpsinmtime otyneeds#

God is ready and able to make all grace abound. But we
mwst-£irst storm the secret place and seek His face , 1@

find that grace available so that we might abound in
every good deed.

We have considered THE PRINCIPLE OF GIVING in verses 6-8:

we have learned that GIVING IS PRODUCTIVE - wverse 6
GIVING IS PERSONAL in verse 7

GIVENGCaESHPROSRPERBD TR ieE e85

We turn now to --

T THEmRROMES B0 B e BN G eEsSesig

A, FROM SCRIPTURE:'- verse 9
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Here the apostle now brings the Scriptures into his argument.
He is using this to show that the harvest of righteousness
will last forever.

This is a scriptural illustration of how God works.

Psalmedd 23,9 "Wealthr and riches are din his house; and his
righteousness endures forever....He has given freely to

the poor; his righteousness endures forever; his horn will
bemessaihtedmimehonor !

Righteousness leads to prosperity and

Prosperity promotes alms-giving.

Matthew 6:1,2 '"Beware of practicing your righteousness
before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no
reward with your Father who is in heaven. When, therefore,
you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that
they may be honored by men. = Truly I say to you, they have
thedrmpewardmmingstudsl

B. ©~ FROM GOD - wverse 10

1" - 3
iNﬂNEhﬁ?HhQT?&iHH%uﬁHJ%iﬁﬁ?dqﬁ?-;hﬁ-ﬁﬂﬁﬂi?ﬂ%d-hﬁﬂﬁi-
Whereas we have THE PROMISE OF GIVING FROM SCRIPTURE in v.9,

we have THE PROMISE OF GIVING FROM GOD in v.,10.

Whereas we have WHAT GOD IS ABLE TO DO in v. 8 ,

we now have WHAT HE WILL DO in v.10.
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There are three things that we see here that he will do:

When Aﬁdfew”fiﬁdé ézliftié ﬁa-“wifh g ilndnieh o f five
loaves and a couple of fish, he gives this to the Lord.
Amnd in the account, the Lord takes what he has and

feeds the multitude. o Yhou ques How 12 baskets Full lert over 1

"Dr. Barnhouse, What explanation do you give for the fact
that almost two million people could live in a total
desert for 40 years? How do you explain that kind of a
thing?" Dr. Barmnhouse's answer was, '{[llil e Sir
GOD. "

Te 15 Gur 10 Aw -m@wWﬁMH.bMﬁQMz.ﬂdmhdﬁvwﬂ
eI F.tel 7% | -""Q'QS'}Q"‘C o 'T%.'L‘ 2icos Lold, (—LW., Yos.ccs N . ‘{pr,; ; c‘;af{;'l‘@“‘; I sriel=

:th?aﬂv1ew't0'rlghteousness, reap in

"Herein is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit."
;wim-.m.m.,-ﬁw.,....=y g FA o o T B S R RS R AN =

oy
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This brings us now to:

B esiBHESPROVES TON=0EsGREEN G =sversiesullels

We have considered THE PRINCIPLE OF GIVING = vy. 6-8

THE -PROMISE OF GIVING in vv. 9,10

now: ~THE PROVISION OF GIVING Veyses 11-13

Av o BEOR GIVERS = verse 11

The one who is involved in obedience as far as giving is
concerned will himself be enriched for all of his generosity.
;And it is also producing: thanksg1v1ng to God.

Im+other words, THE GIVER IS BLESSED.

GIVING and GRATITUDE are a proper CAUSE AND EFFECT.

By *EOR-RECEIVERS - wverse 12

diewhavieskeamnednthatathesbenefitwtonthesgivmermis that he

is enriched, which results in thanksgiving to God. ‘

And. for the receiver--his needs are being supplied, and .
overflowing also in thanksgiving to God.

The apostle tells us that the ministry of giving, negatively,
not only fully supplies the needs of the poor saints in
the land of Judeaj; but by contrast from a positive point
@f view, Jstusls overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.
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EerBOR6 0T rerserik3

RS el R L O el R a C Lo L 0L VOUL SOV
Lhesaane glorilylng. God for your obedience. to yours I —n — y

God is glorified because:

1vThe approved character of your service or giving

2. Your obedience to your confession of the gospel
@Ghrd:s ta

3. The generosity of your contribution to them and
Eeorsankl;

~twofold potential in:the response of the
‘receivers:

InswFheysprapntor-thempivensnwthesemtGentide«Ghrdstdans

in Europe who have shared generously to meet their
needs.

2. 'They are longing for some fellowship with these
folks because of the grace of God that has manifested
itself din them through the approved character of

their service through their obedience to the confession
of the gospel and the generosity of their contribution.

ying for them and they personally want to be
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Godidis pasgiver t0o..  You. just.cannot eutgive God.,

Whereas we have seen the PRINCIPLE QF GIVING in verses 6=8;
the PROMISE OF GIVING in verses 9-10,
THE PROVISION OF GIVING in verses 11-13,
THE “POTENTIAL OF GIVING in verse 14,

the passage concludes with this graphic PICTURE OF GIVING

imethesgrbt 0. Lod Lhe Father. in- the .person.of the Lord
Jesus Christ,

@hfpoughout "eternity, we will never get over the fact that
@d~indeed is the greatest of all givers.

TiicmSonsismiustysikeplisyiathe®y thoughtHe was: rich, yet
for our sakes He became poor that we through His poverty
might be made rich.

Mark 10:45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many.

dfespndecdetherpifitzofr fodsvassargivery tooF

Philippians 2:6ff "Who although He existed in the form of
God did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bondservant and
being made in the likeness of men and being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by beecoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross."

William R. Newell wrote the hymn"At Calvary".

Oh, the love that drew salvation's plan
@h, the grace that brought it down to man
Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span

A Calvary.
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In this verse, we have the source and inspiration of
all Christian benevolence.

John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, than one
TaysdownEresalnstenstommhpsmtnd-endsyl

There have been those who have felt that the unspeakable
gift refers to the fact that Gentile Christians in

Europe are making provisions for these Jewish Christians
in the Jerusalem area and that is the unspeakable gift.

Thisygwhowever,; was the greatest of all gifts. Beyond this
there can - be ne other.

The apostle Paul concludes this section on giving with

mbhissmeneatwejaculationof-prakse s He buvsds Bor iin 8&bk49

ICorinthians 15:57 ""But thanks be to God who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."

John 10:11 "I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd
lays down His life the sheep."

Hebrews 12:2 "Fixing our-eyes on Jesus, the author and
penFEectonmotnfarthmrmwhomtormthesjoymsetmbetoremHan
endured the cross, despising the shame and who sat down
at thewsright-hand of the throne of -God."

You cannot estimate the value of God's own dear Son.

The:word: the apoestle Paul ceins for this occasion is .the
word'indescribable' or unspeakable.

Bats«prayer-for the Ephesianssaints in Ephesians 3:17-19
says:

'""So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith and
that you, being rooted and grounded in love may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and
length and height and depth and to know the love of Christ
which surpasses knowledge that you may be filled up to all
therfulnesswofsGody"
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Romans 11:33 & 34 "Oh, the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God; how unsearchable are
His judgments and unfathomable His ways. For who has
knownthe mind of the Lord or who became His counselor?"

1 Corinthians.2:9 '"But just as it is written, things which
eye has not seen and ear has not heard and which have not
entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for
those who love Him,"

e bestogiftof all is described here in verse ' 15l

"®Bhanks bestonGody fory Hisvindescribablengift,"

There are two times in our lives when words fail to come
and we are left speechless.

s simthe-time -of wgrict

2. when we are overwhelmed in gratitude because of the
gift which has been given.

It was Job who said, '"The Lord gave and the Lord has taken
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord." Andsthen in the
22nd verse of Job chapterslsmwesreads: '

"Through-all this, Job did not sin nor did he blame
God."

Romans 8:26 "And in the same way, the Spirit also helps
our weakness for we do not know how to pray as we should.
But the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings
too deep for words."

John 12:3 "Mary therefore, took a pound of very costly
genuine spikenard ointment and anointed the feet of Jesus
and wiped His feet with her hair and the house was filled
with the-fragrance of the ointment.'

Words seemed to fail Mary as she bows at the Lord's feet
in this time of His impending departure and all she can do
Ls perterm.an act of wership.,
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Revelation 5:3ff "And no one in heaven or on the earth nor
under the earth was able to- open the book or to look into
it. And I began to weep greatly because no one was found
worthy to open the book or to look into it. And one of the
elders said to me,'Stop weeplng,” Behold the lion that is-
frcm the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has overcome
so as to open the book and its seven seals.

Secondly, words fail us and we are overwhelmed at the
time of gratitude for the gift which has been given.
This: is what the-spostle is describing here im this
pertions

"Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift."

joy unspeakable and full of glory.

Words fail us as we contemplate the unconditional and
overwhelming love of God. A love which was so great

that He created us in the beginning because He was lonely
and He longed for a relationship.

Stooping to pick up the pieces of broken humanity, He
begins immediately to make plans to provide for a seed
of redemption in the sending of His own Son.
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Werds fail us when we try to express the feelings we
have inside when we see Him as the poorest of men,
pivittg-oat the 33 years of His life here on sarth

as a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

All the world is stilled in silence, I'm sure that even
the choiring angels stopped as God the Father turned His
back and God the Son split the air waves with His orphaned
cry, 'My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

Yes,God is the greatest of all givers and as a result of
what took place on Calvary, He now comes to offer us the
gift of His righteousness which makes it possible for us
to now have a relationship with Himself. Jdiegnotmondy

Who can measure the gift of His grace which comes to
provide strength in our weakness. His grace is always
sufficient for every need that we face.

One is overwhelmed in gratitude and words fail when we
realize how patient with us, how forgiving, how kind,
how slow and painful the process as we so often thwart

the Father's purposes in making us like His Son while
yelirehetes

g. ga aftﬁat He has promlsed never
to leave gl nor forsake us.i
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Irbelieve in many ways, the Lord strips us of everything
down here, so we start to get homesick for being over
‘Q@BIETWIth_JeSUS“

Overwhelming gratitude wells up within our hearts when

{@J' _we realize that now He has gone to prepare a place for
44 " us and He's going to come again and receive us unto

5¢ Himself; that we are going to live with Him eternally.

‘U!“{\CJ z.‘T/ONNﬂ-*J o e prize beFore Us, Seon hi's bea.u‘h, we ‘oe-['mlcl ”
W ARSI Er Uy emot TonS S Euny:S 0 deep andreyes:f£idl -withp

G*ﬂ_ tears of gratitude; the voice is choked into silence
4 when we think of what He is going to yet do for us.
CONCLUSION
In 1 Corinthians 9:6-15 we have considered together:
Iy THE*PRINCIPLE OF GIVING.» We have seen in: -9
verse 6-giving-is-productive
) verse 7 - giving is- personal

verse 8 - giving is prospered.

II. THE PROMISE OF GIVING. walo
verse 9-fimommmthenSewiptuse

verse 10 - from God

I11.THE PROVISION OF GIVING: t1-13
verse 11- forrgivers
verse 12 for receivers

verse 13 - for God

1V. THE POTENTIAL OF GIVING - verse 14

V. BHEmBdGhUREm@EmGEVINGs even the picture of Jesus Christ,
that unspeakable gift., verse la
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What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular study?

LESSON #1 Giving is an investment. Matthew 6220 = "Lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in or steal."

LESSON #2 Giving is a private matter.

LESSON #3 The -Gl in giving is more important to God
than the amount  of the gift.

LESSON #4 The Lord is able to supply what you need to give.

LESSON #5 A harvest of righteousness will result from your
faithful giving,

LESSON #6 God is glorified and thanksgiving is expressed
when we give.

LESSON. #7-The greatest gift of all is the gift of the Father's
Son, even Jesus Christ.,

It is like the whole passage comes to one grand finale and
the focus of all that has been said is on the Father's gift
in verse 15. In no way can we outgive God. His gift has
totally overwhelmed us.

John 3:16.'"For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life."

This great God who has been a giver from the very
beginning waits this Christmas season to make another
'offgrrto you of the gift of His Son.
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Revelation 3:20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock.
I1f any man hear my voice ~and open the door, I will come
into him and will have fellowship with ‘him and he with me."

The tragedy of Christmas is in John 1:11, "Hegpcamerpummtos
His own and His own received Him not.' verse 187 , 'UBwit
a ‘many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God.'

of éllk His indescribable

e e e
gifty the gl'ft of His Son. chm.‘,‘ ——— Goelkx-mas 4ree, @ Calvary
Cross do do A o¥YKR n Your liFe-

0 for a thousand tongues to sing my great redeemer's
praise,

The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of His
grace,

My gracious master and my God, assist me to proclaim

Tg spread through all the earth abread the honors -of
thy name.

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our
SOTTOWS cease.

Tis music in the sinner's ears, tis life and health
and peace.,

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, He sets the
phisener tree,

His blood can make the foulest clean, His blood
availed for me.

Hear Him, ye deaf, His praise, ye dumb, your loosened
tongues employ.

Ye blind, behold your Saviour come and leap, ye lame
$RE. 30¥





