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STUDY NUMBER THREE

LOVE COMMUNICATING

13:36-14:31

Simon Peter is saying to Him: '"Lord, where are you
going?" Jesus answered, '"Where I am going you are not
able to follow me now; but you shall follow later."

Peter is saying to Him, "Lord, why am I not able to
follow you right now? My life on your behalf I will

lay down."

Jesus answers: "Your life on behalf of me you will

lay down? Truly, truly, I am saylng to you, A rooster
shall positively not crow, until you deny Me three times.
Stop being troubled in your heart; be putting your trust
in God, Also be putting your trust in Me,.

In the house of my Father there are many dwelling places.
If it were not so, I would have told you; for I am going
to prepare a place for you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and will receive you to myself; in order that where I am,
you may be also.

And where I am going you are knowing the way."

Thomas is saying to Him: '"Lord, we are not knowing where
you are going; how are we knowing the way."
Jesus 1s saying to him: "I am the way and the the truth and

the life. No one is coming to the Father except through Me.
If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also;
from now on you are knowing Him, and have seen Him."

Philip is saying to Him: "Lord, show us the Father, and
it is sufficient for us."
Jesus is saying to him: '"Such a long time I am with you and

you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me
has seen the Father; how is it that you are saying, 'Show
us the Father'?

Are you not believing that I am in the Father and the Father
is in Me? The words that I am saying to you, I am not
speaking from myself, but the Father who is abiding in Me,
He is doing His works.

Be believing me that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me. But if not, because of the works themselves be
believing.

Truly, truly I am saying to you, the one who is believing
in me, the works which I am doing, that one shall do also;
and greater than these shall he do; because I am going

to the Father.

And whatever you may ask in my name, this I will do, in
order that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

If you are loving me, you will keep my commandments.
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And I will ask the Father and He will give you another
Helper, in order that He may be with you forever;

the Spirit of truth, whom the world is not able to
receive, because it is not beholding Him or knowing

Him, but you are knowing Him, because He is abiding

with you and shall be in you.

I shall not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.

Yet a little while, and the world no longer is seeing Me;
but you are seeing Me; because I am living, also you
shall live.

In that day you shall know that I am in my Father and
you in Me and I in you.

The one who is having my commandments and is keeping
them; that is the one who 1s loving Me. And the one

who is loving Me, shall be loved by my Father, and I
shall love him and I shall reveal myself to him."

Judas is saying to Him (not Iscariot): 'Lord, what then
has come to pass that you are about to be revealing
yourself to us, and not to the world?"

Jesus answered and said to him: "If anyone is loving me,
He will keep my word; and my Father will love him, and
we shall come to him and we shall make our abode with him.
The one who is not loving me is not keeping my words;

and the word which you are hearing is not mine, but the
Father's who sent Me.

These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you.
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, that One will teach you all things and recall
to your mind all that I said to you.

Peace I am leaving with you, my peace I am giving you;
not as the world gives am I giving to you. Let not your
heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

You heard that I said to you,'Il am going and I am coming
to you.' If you were loving Me, you would have rejoiced
that I am going to the Father; for the Father is greater
than I.

And now I have told you before it comes to pass in order
that when it comes to pass, you may believe.

I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the
world is coming and he is having nothing in Me,.

But in order that the world may come to know that I am
loving the Father, and even as the Father commanded Me,
even so I am doing. Arise, let us be going from here.



(3)

) INTRODUCTION

We are considering the love story in John 13-17,.

In CHAPTER ONE of our story, John 13:1-17, we have seen

LOVE SERVING}] as love stoops to wash the disciples feet.

Q4 o Ave (wpavant Cuonqh +o me v me 4o Sevve You . ot der ruyselF #oéﬁ(;yiﬁ"‘
A2 @ﬂé‘ In CHAPTER TWO, John 13:13-35, we have seen] LOVE HURT) as f= : éi;f
W iy

o it is grieved and betrayed at the hand of Judas Iscariot.jem 2t
63(0\?,« ek&‘\o,ur study ended with the command to love one another eve aeas hF'a'
5 as-Christ had loved us and that the world had a right to %ee as

p¥Y ¢4 the identifying mark of His followers, this love produced by
> el the Spirit of God in the hearts of His children.
= MO,
Uﬁ- \L‘

S

\oJN'QkNL We 0 CHAPTER THREE, which I have callediLOVE
_AV' OMMUNICATING f chapter 13:36-14:31 Eqnh.aeFPcr.' ~Jar? A3 [ove A qu

e Qi 15fening 4o h‘hfﬂk)ardx so He beqromiing oF love For the brethvesn s
Jeavrning to listen Ho +Hern.V .

Paul Tournier in his book To Understand Each Other says, "We

must be reminded that the first condition for mutual under-

standing »¢- the desire-for, the seeking -aftter and the wilding

of that understanding. Such a statement may appear very

commonplace. Nevertheless, this basic attitude toward under-

standing others. is far rarer than we thinlk, riisten te a&ll

the conversations of our world, those between nations as well

as those between couples. They are for the most part, dialogues

of the deaf. Each one speaks primarily in order to set forth

his own ideas; in order to justify himself; in order to enhance

himself and to accuse others, Exceedingly few exchanges of

viewpoints manifest a real desire to understand the other person.:J

AlbangMeGinnisnin his book ShewBriendshipesFactor says, 'Simeen

so«few people genuinely attend to others, those who will learn to

draw out the other person can be guaranteed all the friendships they- =
can handle-and can be assured of deepening the relationships they
presently-owns\'THE ROAD TO THE HEART, wrote Voltaire, IS THE EAR.'"7

In this section that comes under consideration, the Lexrd is wery
sensitive to the needs of His men and the unanswered questions

that are sitting around the table. ?TC-GMQ And HC}& TR [duc Cam(os'/q,.r&f
S4 1s Caving Abgut His mey !

.Judas Thaddaeus Lebbaeus all
etter understanding .

a#e.ques'lqn TO a5
efstheivsfoturesrelationships withsourzhords
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v. 36 Sd i i

Peter still has his mind back infyerse 33’where Jesus says,
"'t eRehidTenyetse Tittlenme with you. You shall

seek me and as I said to the Jews, Where I am going, you are not
able to come, now I am saying to you gGEsgiy

fheilagioguestion that Peter asked was,\CLord, are you washing
my feet?'pack in!verse §1 : R e
— =

——

The Lord in response to his question says, '{iSHcREREGHENNGH
are not able to follow me now,'" ‘but by contrast, 'you shall follow
1&1261‘ - L

Van Doren points out, ''Characteristic of the bold and impetuous
maturevofuPetersmof ad-nindJdntent rathexr upon. immediate action
than:upon the«contemplation of principles or duty, Peter takes

no: notice of the teaching concerning brotherly love; but seeks

to indulge his curiosity. We are more apt to admire duties which
require great force and energy than those which belong to the
meek and retiring graces of the Christian character."

The commandments on love just kind of passed right over the
head of Peter and he is more concerned about where the Lord is
going and why he can't follow the Lord nd be with Him right

now. Petwg-\-v\ 2;:;! psse 'S (5 He 1554€4 .  Bu
wQA’recbww-faDa& 'ﬁou.nuuu 2uer b MM,JQ (
Fy B, Meyer pornts out, ”The words staggered Rerenmmssioncouild
mnot understand what Christ meant. He could not see how much
had to be done before he could share in Christ's coming glory.
He made the same mistake as James and John had made before and
wanted the throne without perceiving that it was conditioned
on fellowship and the cup and baptlsm imtomdeathys With deepss
emotion;, he persisted in his inquires, 'Why cannot I follow thee
giow? There is no place on earth to which I would not go with
thee, Have I not already left all to follow thee? Have I not
been with thee on the transfiguration mount as well as in your
journeyings? There is but one experience through which I have
not passed with thee and that is death. But if that stands next

in thy life plan, I will lay down my life for thy sake. Anything
to be with thee,'
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How tenderly the Lord deals with Peter in this situation
knowing full well what he is about to do in his denial,
the Lord simply responds with patient understanding

when Peter says, "Lord where are you going?" Jesus
responds, "Where I am going you are not able to follow
Me now; but you shall follow later."

John Powell in his book Unconditional Love says, "Obviously,
the commitment to love will involve me in much careful

and active listenting. I truly want to be whatever

you need me to be to do whatever you need done; and

I want to say whatever will promote our happiness, security
and well-being. To discover your needs, I must be attentive,
caring, open; both to what you say and to what you cannot
say. However the final decision about the loving thing
must be mine."

Peter's k

So often} when things
them to or things come into our lives that seem to be
intruders, that we often find ourselves in the shoes

of Peter wondering why? because it all seems so inconsis-
tent with His promise of love for us.

"Igrd,; why am I nokt able to fellew you right mewz” You
can see how impatient Peter is about the process. We
are just exactly the same way. We are so eager for
things to happen and the Lord oftentimes allows delays
in our lives so we'll learn to trust Him and when the
triumph and victory is won, we will recognize that it's
the Lerd's deing.

Peter makes a statement of real commitment here when
he says, "My Iife on your behalf I will lay down."

Pt Pem—

John 15:13 "Greater love than this no one is having
than anyone lay down his life on behalf of his friends."

Macauley points out, "Jesus knew that Simon bar Jonah was
notiyet the rock and He answered, éNotidie,; but deny. Never-
theless after, Cephas would emerge to fulfill his vow and
win the martyr's crown."
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Van Doren points out, '"Peter is not content with the answer
he had received. Hephadinotwyetnlearnedscompletestrustyand
submissionjr but is more desirous of distinguishing himself
by an act of courage. It was painful to such a nature that
his love and constancy should fall ever under the semblance
of suspicion."

fuzwsL
Vs 38 Mm_mw_ eo.

%& -4 ﬁammww te. three times., EH;‘P j
\" yg.{ Ju&; g Alow me . ﬂd’ld"l'.f T&,cs Mue *}-cuw? (‘_’ow\u.,c’ 'Izo 5w /c:—'-

>/ Jesus comes back with a question out of the statement of

commitment that Peter makes. '¥our life on behalf of me you
Willwlay down?' And then He makes an authoritative statement,
"Truly, truly, I am saying to you, A rooster shall p051t1vely'
TN eyTudEnymenthcecgemes®' $In other words, the
denial is going to take place tonight. It will take place before
even we see the sun rise again tomorrow morning. What a difference
between lay down and deny. What a difference often times between
the commitment and the conduct, the preaching and the practice,
the duipondwthenlifes. Saikls many gimeswissreally cheaps

?ﬂ.‘hf‘{hu‘dmﬁou?‘f‘a need o !e‘u. Liﬁ i&ﬁ—" “'22%‘"**’@6‘ :j,"

Stedman raises the question, ”What isthesdifference een
these two men? between betrayal and denial? Jesus hlmself has
already explained this for us in verse 10 of this chapter.
Remember that He said Peter had already been bathed and need

only to wash his feet. Judas had never been bathed, had never
gpenedsupstowthescleansing-ofwlowvey andahad- neversgivenhis- kife
tomdesuss Peter had dirty feet, but a clean heart. Judas had

an evil heart of unbelief or perhaps an outward appearance of
morality. That is always the sort of man who will betray Jesus."

William Barclay points out, "What was the difference between
Peter and Judas? Judasimbetvayalnofudesusnwasmabsolutelys
gimigilemast®. [t was carried out in cold blood. It must have been
the result of careful thought and careful planning and in the
end, it deliberately and callously refused the most poignant
appeal. There was never anything in this world hessmdedibenaten
thanmPetenthsndendadmofwdeswss, Peter never meant to do it. He
was swept away by a moment of weakness. For the moment, his will
was too weak, but his heart was always right. The difference
between Judas and Peter is that the sin of Judas was deliberate.
The sin of Peter was the sin of a moment's weakness and a life-
time's regret. There's always a difference between the sin which
is coldly and deliberately calculated and the sin which involuntarily
conquers a man in a moment of weakness or of passion. There is
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always a difference between the sin which knows what it
is doing and the sin that is the result of a moment when
a man is so weakened or so inflamed that he does not know
what he is doing.

Johnston points out, "How beautifully do these characteristics
follow each other, for the proper product of love is trust.

As we understand God's love for us, for He first loved us, and
as we respond correctly with love for Him, we learn to trust
Him. When we realize how much one loves us and wants the best
Eor. s, it is them that we really want to trust in that one.

So i1t 1s natural that this section follows the section on love."

Jesus Christ is the .object of our trust, but can we be more
specific? Yes, we have a series of questions and answers which
make very specific that for which we trust in our Lord. While
the dying parent spoke, the children kept asking his child'sg
fluestionsy First one, then another, then a third and then a
fourth asked him a question suggested by what he had been
saying. To these questions, Jesusglisstenedypatientliysand
returned answers as He could.

The disciple maker's trust is not a blind one but a very

specific one in a person who is worthy of our confidence. His
true knowledge is the true revealer of the Father and is the
producer of spiritual reality. JustmasmwhennbOVEsprevadils

TRUST will result, so when TRUST prevails a §ﬁ§3?hatural internal
SibkGhenuisldlsneemivtes As this instruction takes place in the upper
Toom, we may say that as a whole, it deals with the disciples

and thelr confrontation with separation from their Lord and with

His death. Lou-e S TTU.S" > %au

Macualey points out, '"'Peter, I know you're going to fail me.
You do not realize how untrustworthy your heart is; but oh,
Peter when at last you discover the corruption that is there
and you are broken-hearted to think of what you have done, I
want you to.remember Petexe I love you Lkl and I'm g01ng to

reparerasplaceforyouwa'
PTEp ol b 2 ¥

Cothren points out, "After this tremendous teaching on love,
John reécords the denlal of Jesus by Peter. It seems so ironic
that this predictien would come right after this teaching en the
distinetions of g diseiple. In his demial, Peter will not be
showing the love Christ is talking about. From Peter, then,
Christians should learn not to be too quick with their words
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but to listen to the Lord to see what He wants. They should
determine not to perform any acts which will deny their Lord

to others. Their lives should be characterized by love and

not by denial. A life of love as seen in these verses will

not deny Christ, but will be the mark that will make them

known to others as His followers. Followers of Christ should
love as He loved by showing humility as He showed on the cross.
Only through humility can they know the real meaning of love.
The cross is the example of supreme humility and supreme love."

Finally,; we notice that

This is what our text is about.

Jesus had foretold His own departure and Peter had objected
saying, 'Why can I not follow thee now? I will lay down my life
for thy sake.™ This is irenie, of course, for it was actually
the Lord who was about to lay down His life for Peter. Never-
theless, in these words, Peter had a prophecy of the danger that
awaited him. He had only to remain faithful until morning, until
the cock should crow. Yet, in spite of the fact that he under-
stood the danger, was prepared to meet it, and was forewarned by

the Lord's own solemn prophecy, he fell, w
- i - s A e o ———

a1l he ) s, that anyone c - s Temptatlons come to
anyone, at any age at any time; and anyone can fall into sin as
a result of them.

‘leuonuaiuiun si uoieno Jadoid Jnoyum [eusiew Jo asn Auy "sinquie Ajgieinaoe o1 )noip aAold Aew j1ey) Sedouaiajal UIRjUOD 0] S8J0U 81Njo8) JO ainjeu ay) Si |
"9snN I} JO Wieal sy} uiyym apisal Alenaiued suoneiony “Ajljige 1no Jo 1saq ay) 01 papalo Ajgjeudoldde usaq aABY UYoIyMm JO ||B ‘S801n0s JO A1aLIBA B WOJ) [Bls)eLl

paziiewwns pue paselydeled ‘pajonb a)elodiooul s810u 81n1o8| S Joyine ay | "SaL]SIul) uoslapuy uoq Aq seoinosay Buiyoes | aiqig Aq /10Z ® 1ybuAdon
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Boice points out, '"We often look down on others in their sin
and imagine that what they are doing we could not possibly

do. We are wrong in thinking that way, for the seeds of every
sin are latent in our hearts, even when renewed. They only
need occasion or carelessness or withdrawal of God's grace

for a season to put forth an abundant crop. Elsewhere I have
told the story of a friend of mine who once had a job of
stringing wires at a summer camp. To do this, he had to climb
a telephone pole. I was there as he was taught. In order to
climb the pole, you have to lean back,' he was told. 'Lean
back on the broad leather belt that surrounds you and the pole.
It will hold you. You need to lean back or else your spikes
will not press into the wood and hold and you will slip.' My
friend listened and then tried it, but he was afraid to lean
back, so his spikes would not enter the wood and he got no-
where at all. At last, he got the idea. He leaned back, the
spikes took hold and he began to climb. Unfortunately when

he was about three feet off the ground, he got worried about
falling and thought that he could improve things somewhat if
he just pulled himself closer to the pole, but when he did that,
the spikes came out and he slipped back down, getting covered
with splinters in the process. It's the same spiritually. God
has ordered life in such a way that we cannot climb spiritually
without leaning on Him, trusting Him to hold us. If we do not
lean on Jesus, God will allow us to slip, as Peter did and get
covered with splinters. He will allow this so we will come to
trust Him and not ourselves."

Is this to be our path? Temptations will come and we can

succumb to them. We can be like Peter in his downward path

or we can resist. To resist, we must do the opposite of what
Peter did on this occasion. Jdimstssmathermsthanzbeing everly
confident, we must be UNDER CONFIDENT. Or to speak more correctly
we must refuse to have confidence in ourselves at all. Second,

we must PRAY regularly and in great earnest. Third, we must
FOLLOW closely behind Jesus, not afar off as Peter did. Fimally,
we must be careful NOT to PROFIT from the activities of those

who are really Christ's enemies.

DidwiesusmcastuoffaPeter? He had every reason to do so. Peter
had denied Him. He might have judged Peter unfit for further
service or even for salvation; but this is not the Lord's way.
He came again to recommission Peter to service in John 21. Did
God cast off Abwaham after Abraham had left Ur of the Chaldees
for the promised land, but had stopped at Haran? No. God came
to Abraham a second time with the identical promise of great
spiritual blessing. Did God cast off gM@SEs after Moses had
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) dec1de!kthat he could free his people by his own strength,
killed an Egyptian and then had to flee from Egypt to Midian?
No. God came to Moses with a new revelation of Himself which
contained a promise to do what Moses had attempted but had
au{z found himself unable to do. Did God cast off Jonalk after Jonah
o L had fled from him, falling so deeply into sin that he declared
“‘ ' he would rather die than go to Ninevah? No. God came to
X Jonah a second time also. SomGodmcomesmtomuswamsecondymthimrdy

ggsﬁ fourth even a hundredth or a thousandth time, if necessary,
059 that we might fellowship with Him. Moreover, none of us would
Pafs be where we are at this moment if God had not so operated with
o us. diemaresunfaithfulywyetsevabidesnfaithfuly He loves each

1q% of His own unto the end. Do we deserve it? No. But we can
QO‘ G@k“ respond to it, saying as did Isaac Watts, the hymnwriter:

(2
T‘A MS ; When I survey the wondrous cross ?@“‘Qf y@ %u. !g_t_feme,?
N |a¢PM On which the prince of glory died; m— —~t
Ny ; My richest gain I count but loss
)’uk.,(, 4ot A And pour contempt on all my pride, f.,e \/9‘ ﬂ ¢° d
A (U
A b Were the whole realm of nature mine
§
b ak e That were a present far too small.
\ : it
<qu‘ Love so amazing, so divine

Demands my. S0l my rife, my all,"

one OF +he obuious Mawrectations oF kove T's +rust
hove —» Tyust —> Pease.
In 'this first verse, we have a negative command, 'Stopibeing
. [troubled in your heart' and a positive command, 'Be putting your
trust in God. Also be putting your trust in Me

The location of the trust 1s to be in God and in Christ.

It is unfortunate that we have a chapter division here at this
particular point because, the Lord is still speaking to Peter
and commanding him to do these things.

‘ Chapter 13:7 "Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing
* ﬂ* you are not understanding now, but you shall learn by experience
after these things."

‘@@&r %%w Vil




Peter is troubled over the fact thaé:Le cann follaw the
Lord where He is going and also the fact tha he Lord has
said that he would denz Him three times before the roester
would crow in the morning.

Stedman points out, "At a time when I was experiencing a
period of this kind of heart trouble myself, that is distress
of heart, I thought of these words and they came home to me
'¢$ with tremendously new significance. I saw something in that
aﬂﬁ simple phrase, 'Let not your hearts be troubled'which I had
\ never seen before. What impressed me were the words, 'Let
D 5 not.' They mean that these disciples could do something about
\@ﬂ‘\\ their problem, They held in their own hands the key to their
release from heart trouble. It was possible for them either to
( let it happen or not to let it happen. Our Lord is saying this
f“b,/'b‘" to all of us. There is a way out of heart difficulty, <fhis
. e distress and fear concerning both death and life. The remedy
W for heart trouble is contained in the two phrases which follow,
'Believe in God, believe also in Me.' gBelieweninyGodiwhouis
still in control, who knows what He is doing, who is capable
of exercising infinite wisdom, infinite power and infinite
love. And believe in Me, as the guide who is made available
touwoeuss That 1s the secret., We will see how our Lord strove
to impress anew upon the hearts of His disciples the fact that
) something was hidden in the remarkable relationship between
Oo‘ Him and His Father. 'Believe in God, believe also in Me'. For
\ between the Father and the Son, there is a relationship which
“0\ is of importance, so fundamental that everything else will
ﬂ&* bb grow out of it. The rest of the chapter is built around this
s Vo, great seeret,

# qb «Butler points out, '"The theme of this wonderful chapter is
", ; : ;  cnapter
\f\ * Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God during His private ministry
AE.\uf“ tenderly instructing His disciples and committing them to the
1 "
6' Father's care.

Macauley points out, "For Jesus is practically saying, duknow
all about it Peters. I know how you're going to fail, but 1
want you to know that in My Father's house there are many
mansions; and you're going to share one of those mansions with
me someday. I am not going to permit you Peter, to be utterly
overcome. I am not going to permit you to go into complete
apostacy. Youw will fall, but you'll be lifted up again and
you will share with me a place in many mansions."

(5. 37:23,2¢
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Hengstenberg points out, '"'Let not your heart be troubled,
believe ye in God and believe in Me.' These words contain
the sum of what was to be said. They are the theme which
Christ would place at the head and bring in again at the
close, that the main scope of the whole discourse might be
perfectly clear. The words are an allusion to PSElfN42usS=
'Why art thou cast down, oh my soul and why art thou dis-
quieted within me. Hope thou in God.'"

Christians have tender hearts and therefore deep sorrows;
but they have also the privilege of consolation from above.

Hendriksen points out, '"The hearts of the disciples were
filled with aWfedleytofwemotions. They were SADpbecauses

of the gloomy prospect of Christ's departure; ASHAMED .
because of their own demonstrated selfishness and pride;
PERPLEXED because of the prediction that one of their own
number-would betray the Master, that another would deny Him
and that all would be ensnared because of Him and finally they
were (WAVERING in their faith probably thinking;* How can one
whowdsmaboutvtonberbetrayedeberthe Messiah.® Yet at the same
time, they loved this Master. They hope against hope. All
this is implied in the words, 'Let not your heart any longer
be troubled.'"

Wecks points out, "Since Jesus 1s the Messiah, the Son of God,
Chapter 14 portrays His death and departure as the ground of
hope for the one who believes. The disciples are not to be
upset over His departure because:

l. He's preparing i place.

2, He promises His power in prayer, His presence in
the Spirit and His peace in the world.

This divides Chapter 14 into two parts.

Though Jesus was leaving the disciples, His departure actually
should bring them comfort. The death and departure of Jesus

was actually the provision of a home in glory for the disciples
for all eternity in the presence of the Father. For those who
know the Savior, it should comfort their hearts to know that

He has prepared a place for them in heaven for all eternity.
Those who know Christ know that He is both the way to the Father
and the revelation of the Father.
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This first verse is related closely to the preceeding chapter

in the discussion of His departure and death. The first word
means -#steop letting your heart be tessed and agitated like

water driven by the wind. These verbs, though could be indicative
in form and are best understood as imperatives since the faith

of the disciples was beginning to waver. 'Keep on trusting in
God.' The first command is negative. 'Stop letting'. And the
second two are postive--'Keep on trusting'.

Van Doren points out, "Unaware of His speedy death by violence,
yet they knew a separation was near. Judas' treachery, Peter's
denial, and our Lord's departure had saddened their spirits.

He asked them to 'believe in Me'. A startling demand froma
companion at the table. But recalling His healing the sick,
calming the storm, raising the dead, it seems natural to trust
our eternal interests to such a2 being. Perfect peace has ever
been the result of faith in Christ, Our blessed Lord nmever gives
mere human consolation. Whether he awakes in a storm or teaches
or works miracles or agonizes in the garden or dies, it is as
Bod. "

F. B. Meyer points out, '"The cure for heart trouble when the
future is full of dread is faith, faith directed to Jesus; and
just such faith as we give God for He is God. He has shown
Himself well worthy of that trust. All His paths toward us have
been mercy and truth; and we may therefore safely rest upon His
disclosures of that blessed life of which the present is the
vestibule. As a German proverb puts it, 'Blessed are the home-
sick, for they shall reach home.'"

Boice points out, "Look, I know that you trust God. Trust me
also. Precisely in these circumstances. Belmevemthatmnknoway
what I'm doing, that I'm going away for a purpose; that the
purpose will be accomplished and that I will come again; return
tomyoumsomthatuwencanwbewmtogetheryw Did Jesus know what He was
doing? Of course He did, Could He be trusted? GCertainly,

Then let us also trust Him, whatever the circumstances, whatever
thewhandshipywlet us believe that He has a purpose in those
circumstances and is most certainly working them out for our

own spiritual good and edification."

I believe that it's terribly important to recognize that the
Chapter division 1is very unfortunate. I believe that the Lord

is still dealing primarily with Peter and answering his question
until Thomas asks his question down in verse 5.
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It is Peter who is troubled in heart. And it is Peter who has
totten his eyes on the circumstances and off the Lord and he's
beginning to sink in the waves.

It is dinteresting that the word for 'troubled' is the word for
agitated or to stir up the waters. It 1s the word used to

~describe the condition of the disciples when Jesus came walking
to them on the water and then Peter left the boat and walked to
sehenhotdsw

p v, 2 Jo.the house of Mv Tather —there are el
Qg £ heusnian 2 o He Sheed ]
c}"‘r:f \\)m Ma Y &uq Mme bult Ttw Mot Yowus (o outf in ee™ ..

,‘.heart. Petery, the reasen l am geing is te prepare a place fer
N T won! ¢ peed dbuv helpow thig A»mp move +than T did whenw T

5i;w ®This is a statement of fact designed to relieve the troubled
w
o

&V.li"'&é Crcairul Al Fou FAve thpquq Now |
e§ Stedman points out, "I am often asked, 'Does the Bible say any-

)

thing about whether there is life on other planets?' The answer

is that it doesn't specifically. But hidden in this reference
there is a suggestion, I believe, that this is the case. What
Jesus says here 1s, 'In my Father's house are many abiding places.'
It should not be translated 'Mansions' as it is inaccurately
interpreted in the King James Version. It is not even'rooms'

as used in the Revised Standard Version. It is, literally,

'places to live'; it should read: dnumyeBathentswhousenaren
MARYePlateSstomhivesmmBanthehssonesphacestonbiveysthismds-our
addresssmmButnGoduhaswothermaddressesmelbsewhereyr What is happening
in these other places out in the vast universe around us is hard

to say. But Jesus assures us that there is an abundance of places
to live, plenty of them. dEESfereNcEEEREETEEEEREE
SHouses?'

I know not when the Lord will come
Or at what hour He may appear.
Whether at midnight or at morn
Or at what season of the year.

I only know that He is near
And- that-His vedice: I soon shall hear.

I only know that He is near
And that His voice I soon shall hear.

Tuwen out e L \mL; +cua party's OV (!

o
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Tasker points out, "Our Lord's thought appears to be, There
are places waiting for others in heaven besides myself. As
you may infer from my saying that I am going to prepare a
home for you."

Van Doren points out, " SiSIENGEEES . Our Lord never
raised a false hope. He had taught them to say, 'Our Father'
but had there been no Father, no home waiting for them, how
bitter the disappointment, how great the misery. 1In all the
boundless luxuriance of God's works, no sham, no fiction can
be found."

Wetherell Johnson in her book Created for Commitment says,
"When our Lord Jesus was preparing to leave His disciples, He
spoke of their future permanent abode. There are many homes

up there where My Father lives and I'm going to prepare them
for your 'coming., ‘When everything is ready, then I will come
and get you so that you can always be with me where I am. If
this weren't so, I would tell you plainly. VLike a child who

is promised the wonders of a vacation far away and longs for
details, so do we Christians long for more details concerning
our permanent abode, living with God and His Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ forever and ever. The next time you are given a
reserved place for example, on a plane, remember the reserved
place the Lord Jesus is keeping for you in heaven and in the
New Jerusalem. As I studied the Bible, I envision a world of
indescribable beauty, glorious trees with fruit as in Bdem, and
glorious rivers and lakes. I see myself making friends with
lions and tigers and all of God's new creation. We shall also
live with thousands upon thousands of angels. Yet, we for whom
Christ died have a unique position forever and ever with our
Lord as we reign with Him. There will be music, fellowship
with all the saints and all the time, we shall be looking with
undiminished joy at the Almighty God, creator of the universes,
who is our own Father. Whatever new purpose God may have for
future ages, we shall be working with Him forever and ever and
ever. What could be a more glorious prospect?"

If T go and prepare a place, and He has gone, He promises 'I will
come again.' The preparation for this place has been going on
for now nearly two thousand years. It is hard for us to imagine
what it's .going to be like since it only took Him seven days to -
put this place together.
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He promises that if He goes and He has gone, He will come and
He will receive us to Himself. The purpose in this action is
seen in the last phrase, 'GiloHGETSthatEVHETeN ENyeuNHaWbEe

falsos!

f
Laurin points out,[”John»Ne'ien~once=tqldof a dream in which
hewstoodat the gates of hell. "Heasked the gatekeeper if there

were Catholics there? 'Many', was the answer. 'And Presbyterians?’
'Many,' was again the answer. 'And Methodist?' 'Many.' Later

he stood before the gates of heaven where he asked the same
questions. 'hercEancsnonfatholsesynneRPResbrteriansinoeMethodastess
dsnsdmEEnnhesansnemEalitniysathasasamss $Since heaven is a

place for Christians, it 1s because the Chrigtiants 1ife is of
such a nature that it has the right direction and proper dynamics.
Therefore, there is great importance in having our lives pointed
in the right direction and equipped with sufficient energy to go
that way."

Hendriksen points out, '"Observe that instead of saying what one
might expect Him to say, namely, And when I go and prepare a place
for you, I come again and will take you to that place. Jesus says
something that is far more comfz;é&gg,,?‘l will take you yself.!'
ennto=hewfacestonfagceswitthizme wonderful 1s Chissts! s,love

» own that He 1s not satlsfled with the idea of merely bringing
them into heaven, He must needs take them into His own embrace."

.. . Not Goihg 4o Cowe ta + Malkke -
His love wamts 4o hotd us.. 9 wafs B v 4 Ve

Van Doren points out, "'And receive you unto myself.' Thou hast
made us for thyself and our hearts are restless until we find
rest in thee. !~ Angustineyg!

In our youth, we do not care much for heaven. But now that many
gt - oups-friends—are-there-or«nearly all -of them; ouy thoughts turn
to heavensoften. - Teward  the-end-of dlife, se many -of- our acquaint-
ances have gone to heaven that it sometimes seems that we know

mpre persens in heaven than we do en the earth, And of course,
our ‘thoughts are fixed increasingly on that distant place,

Fannie Crosby once wrote:

Someday the silver cord will break
And I no more as now shall sing.
But oh, the joy when I shall wake
Within the palace of the king.
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fad 1 shmll see Him face to face

And tell the story saved by grace.
And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story saved by grace.

Someday my earthly house will fall
I. cannot tell how soon twill be
But this I kmew, my all in all

Has now a place in heaven for me.

And I-shall see Him faece to face

And. tell the stoxy saved by grace
And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story saved by grace.

Zisanuelm2e22nte28p''And he said'while the child was still alive
I fasted and wept for I said, 'Who knows the Lord may be gracious
to me that the child may live.' But now he has died, why should
I fast? Can I bring him back again? gipshallmgontorhimbutihe

Will not return to me."

Beth Jameson in her book Hold Me Tight tells of one of her
final conversations with Kim. "'Mom, I want to tell you some-
thing and I don't want you to feel bad or anything, but I want
God to take me on to heaven. I just can't stand this pain any
lengery . i've jwst. been- lying here thinking -eand that's what 1've
decided. No one can deel this bed-and be the least bit well,

I believe I'm on the home stretch to heaven. Let's pray, Mom,
L. leve.yous' .Fear sweeps over my parched soul. like a prairise
fire on a windy day, devouring every seedling of hope that has
struggled to sunvives - Tears stream-softly down my face and .I
fight to keep my. vedce steady. -Staring at the ceiling, I
embroider memories around each word Kim speaks. Smiling, Kim
reaches out to me with faltering arms pressing my face gently
to. herss " Mem, when God is ready for me, I'm going, D.K.?!

My mind zig-zags through the mine fields of hours that remains
of this day. It 1s a race to reach tomgrrowvwithout my heart
being blown to bits."

McGee points out, "What our Lord says at the beginning of chapter
14 is a continuation of what He was saying to Simon Peter 1in
chapter 13. Simon Peter had just declared that he would lay down
his 1ife for Him and the Lord Jesus told him that he would deny
Him three times by the time the rooster crowed in the morning.

We will see later that when the rooster crowed that morning,
Simon Peter had denied Him three times., Still speaking to Simon
Peter, our Lord gave this chapter to bring him through that dark
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night of denial and to bring him back into a right relationship
with God. It was given to comfort him. This chapter has
cushioned the shock for multitudes of people, from that day
right down to the present hour."

w‘\ev\ k-e does lau, down Wis (iFe hew have 4,[“_4 -fbya!!

Our Lord said, "In my Father's house are many mansions." I
think there was a wry smile on His face when He said that. He
is the one who made them and He knew how many there were out
there. We don't know and may never know. I do not think that
God has a vacancy sign hanging out any place in this vast universe.
I don't mean that human beings are living on other planets.

One is enough of little mankind. We are the ones who are in
rebellion against God. However, I think this vast universe is
filled with created intelligences who are looking at this little
earth, This is where they see something unique in the universe.
They know something about God's wisdom and His person and His
power; but they know nothing about His love until the second
person of the Trinity came down to this earth and died on the
CPOSS..

When we look back at verse 36, Simon Peter's question was
'Where arenyourgoing?’™ and now the Lord's answer is here
in verse 4 'And where I am going you are knowing the way.'

Having communicated with Peter, we now get a question from
‘Thomas.

Thomaspisytheypessimistpinathepgroups Back in chapter 11,

he was ready to go with Jesus back to Jerusalem to die with
Him. Thomas is remonstrating with the Lord here by saying,
'Wenarennotrknowingmwherenyouraremgoings” He picks up on
the where and says that he disagrees that he does not know
where Jesus is going. And then he asks the question, !how
are we knowing the way?'
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) Ray Stedman points out, '"Do you remember those distinctions

we used to make between the four classes in school? Freshmen
we're told are those who know not and know not that they know
not. Sophomores are those having advanced a little who know
not but know that they know not. Juniors on the other hand,
are those who know and know not that they know. And seniors
are supposed to be those who know and know that they know.

o~ On that basis, Bhomaswandwthewother ddiscipleswheremare

(A wﬁﬂgssified.as.juniors inpthepwschoolwoffadths Jesus is making
wiclear to them that they know the way."

c 1%
Vel

Wilson points out, "It is significant that each man in asking
his question prefixed it with the title, LORD, They have
learned the lesson of Chapter 13, verses 13 & 14 - 'You call
me Master and Lord and you say well, for so I am, If I then
your Lord and Master have washed your feet, you ought also to
wash one another's feet; for I have given you an example that
you should do as I have done to you.' This is a lesson that
Judas never learned. He called Him GOOD MASTER and RABBI, but
never used the term LORD."

Van Doren points out, '"Thomas is slow of faith but full of
love, his sad heart timid, yet trusting, dreading separation
) from Jesus."

Godet points out, '"Peter desired to follow Jesus immediately.
This request, having been rejected, Thomas wishes at least to
understand clearly what is to take place. Whether Jesus 1is
going and by what way and the more because the disciples are
one day to follow Him,"

v, 6 Jesus is q.qving_fn him: LA §
Lhe Jife . Ng one ds comine to the Father except thrauch

PUCH

Jesus in response to Thomas' question, 'HoWwraremwenknowing the
el ; Jesus tells him that he is three things. # He is:

THE WAY AND

THE TRUTH AND

THE LIFE.
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There is no entree to the Father except through Jesus Christ.

INPanethyEZ2iey ({Ronpthereiisyoneréodrandionernediator alsse
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."

J. Vernon McGee points out, '"'No man comes unto the Father but
by me.' He made @pdesd=-end street of all the cults aund isms.

He says the only way to God is through Him. That is a dogmatic
statement. Years ago, a student out at UCLA told me he didn't
like the Bible because it is filled with dogmatism. I agreed
with him that it is. He especially selected this verse and
said, 'That's dogmatic.' I sagid, 'It sure is. 3But have you
realized that it is @EliEEstenistiensfrthertratitonbenisgnaeief
Truth has to be dogmatic. I had a teacher in school who was

the most dogmatic, narrow-minded person I've ever met. She
insisted that (ENENENSNERW 1t didn't make any difference what
you had 2 of, apples or cows or dollars, she always insisted
that 2 + 2 = 4, She was dogmatic. I have found that the bank

I do business with operates on the same principle. Only in

my case it is(ENSdnsmisnristheyssrendcmatienabEuENEty Friends
let me say to you that one of the characteristics of truth is
its dogmatism."

Stedman points out, "This fully meets the need of man. sJesusaw
dssivthe WAY in order that the WILL of man may choose it. Hewist
the TRUTH in order that the MIND of man may comprehend it.

HewdsethewLEEE in order-that «the: HEART  of ‘man canexperience:

gity» Thus, to know Christ involves the whole man and leads

to the full expression and experiemce of the fulness of God."™

Thomas a Kempis said,

Without the way there is no going.
Witheetthe truth therve is-ne-knowing.
Without-the-iifethere -is-ne growing.

s
“"k dO&y\v-‘g SQN\ % " H—e.re' ‘QA" Me ATW %’W AMQ? !!
William Barclay points out, "But suppose the person we ask
says, Come I'll take you there. In that case, the person to
us, is the way and we cannot miss it., That is what Jesus does
for us. He does not only give us advice and directions and
counsel, He takes us by the hand and leads us. He walks with
us. He strengthens us and guides us and directs us personally
every day. He does not tell us about the way, He is the way.
Jesus saidy, 'I am the truyth," The Psalmist said, "Teach me
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thy way. I will walk in thy truth.' Psalm 86:11. Many a man
could say, I have taught you the truth. Only Jesus could say

'T am the truth.' Jesus said, 'I am the life.' A man's
character does not really affect his teaching of geometry or
astronomy or Latin verbs, but if a man proposes to teach moral
truth, his character makes all the difference in the world.

An adulterer who teaches the necessity of purity, a grasping
person who teaches the value of generosity, a domineering person
who teaches the beauty of humility, an irrascible creature who
teaches the beauty of serenity; an embittered person who teaches
the beauty of love is bound to be ineffective. Moral truth
cannot be conveyed solely in words; it must be conveyed in
example. And that is precisely why the greatest human teacher
falls down. No teacher has ever embodlied the truth he taught
except Jesus. Many a man could say, I have taught you the
truth. Only Jesus could say, 'I am the truth,'

Dr. Stephen Alford tells a true story about his father who
himself was a pioneer missionary years ago in Africa. He

said on one occasion his pld father wanted to travel from

one village to a particular village where the gospel had not
yet been taken. A dense jungle with entangling vines and
poisonous snakes and tree tops so full that at high noon,

you could hardly see your nose in front of your face separated
the two villages., However, one of the old tribal warriors

from the camp said, "I'1ll get you through, missionary, follow
me." And so they started, the missionary, a little apprehensive
and fearful, but it was his only option. The o0ld guide claimed
that he had been through before and that it would take three
hours of gruesome travel chopping their way through with machetes
and watching for deadly reptiles while walking on what seemed
to be a pathway that was now covered with underbrush. After
three arduous and precarious hours, the missionary stopped

his guide by grabbing his strong, black back with his 1lily-
white hand and he said, "Now then, dear fellow, you said we'd

be through this in three hours and it's now almost high noon.
Are you sure you know the way?" The big, black guide bared

his chest and turned to him saying, "Missionary, do you see
these bruised and battered arms of mine and do you see these
snake bites on my legs? Years ago, I cut and chopped my way
through this jungle at the risk of my own 1life and the cost

of my own blood. Missionary, I am the way." And friends,
years ago, a guide by the name of Jesus spilled His own

blood, suffered the shame and agony and ignominy of a

Roman cross in order to say today, Man, woman, child, I not
only point the way, I am the way."



(22)

William Hendriksen points out, " Ylwamwtheswayw' Jesusmdoes
not merely show the way, He is Himself the way. It 1is

true that He teaches the way, guides us in the way and has
dedicated for us a new and living way; but also this is
possible only because He 1is Himself the way."

Vine points out, "Christ had ready His self-revelation, so
personal, so comprehensive, Not, I make the way, I reveal
the truth, I give the life; but I am the way, and the truth
and the life. And the fact that He is the truth and the
life because He is the way is confirmed by His additional
statement, 'No one comes unto the Father but by me.' That
has to do with the way alone. It is the way to the Father
and it means the consequent experience of Christ is the
truth and the 1ife. ™

Van Doren says, '''Butwbysmme' and so whenwasmamsiswsavedw
the Lord Jesus Christ must have a hand in the work. ‘Luther
saysy'Arthousand saintswavail nothing to-intercede for uss
There dis no other name under heaven given among men whereby
pEEnstEEbemsavedy

F. B. Meyer points out, '"Whenever I thought to better myself
by wandering right or left, I found myself landed in some
difficulty and when I returned to it, it seemed to say,

Why did you leave me? I know that sometimes I am rough and
difficult, but I can do better for you than you can do for
yourself and indeed I am the only possible way. Obey me

and I will bring you home. It is so that Christ speaks to
us., Christ is the way. Love Christ, trust Christ, obey
Christ, be concerned with Christ and all else will be added.
Christ is the way. When the heart is wrapped up in Him, 1t
is on the way and it is making progress although it never
counts the rate or distance so occupied is it with Him."

It was into a world of death that the Son of God came. The
spring of life and our first parents had become tainted at
its source. At the best, Adam was only a living soul, dead,
dead, dead in trespasses and sins. Such was the divine
verdict. Such the chorus of this world. Earth resembled
the valley in the prophets vision, full of bones, very many
and very dry. All the reservoirs of life were spent, 1its
fountains had dried away in wastes of sands. Then the Son
of God brought life from the eternal throne, from God Himself
and became a life-giving spirit., His words were spirit and
life. He was himself the resurrection and the life. Those
that believed in Him became partakers of the divine nature,



(23)

The tree of life was again planted in the earth's soil
when Jesus became incarnate., 'I give eternal life unto
my sheep,'He said, 'And they shall never perish. He that
believeth on the Son hath eternal life."

D. A. Carson points out, "It 1is an amazing statement, "N
amthe way', spoken by one whose way was the ignominous
shamenofvarRomanwerossy the death of despised and debased
criminals., ‘“dwamsthestruth'yospokensby onerabout to be
condemnedubyslyingeswistnessesy one who was generally not
believed by His own people, by His own family. 'Jdedlmthes
life', uttered by one whose battered corpse would shortly
mesimsrnmamaniostonbys sealed up by the authorities."

I am the way to God, I did not come

To 1light a path, to blaze a trail

That you may simply follow in my tracks pursue.
My shadow like a prize that's cheaply won.
My life reveals the life of God,

The sum of all He is and does,

So how can you, the sons of night

Look on me and construe

My way is just the road for you to run.
My path takes in Gethsemane, the cross,
And stark rejection draped in agony.

My way to God embraces utmost loss.

Your way to God is not my way, but me.
Each other path is dismal swamp or fraud.
I stand alone, I am the way to God.

I am the truth of God. I do not claim

I merely speak the truth

As though I were a prophet, but no more

A channel, stirred by spirit power

Of purely human frame. Nor do I say

That when I take His name upon my lips

My teaching cannot err, though that is true.

A mere interpreter, I'm not some prophet voice
Of special fame, in timeless reaches of etermnity
The triune God decided that the Word,

The self-expression of the diety

Would put on flesh and blood and thus be heard.
The claim to speak the truth, good men apply.

I claim much mere, I am the the truth of Ged.

I am the resurrection life., It's not as though
I merely bear life giving drink,

A magic elixir which men might think

Is cheap because though lavish, it's not bought
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The price of life was fully peaid.,

I fought with death and black despair

For I am the drink of life.

The resurrection morn's the link

Between my death and endless life long sought.
I am the first born from the dead

And by my triumph, I deal death to lessen hates
My life I now extend to men and ply them with
The drought that ever satiates.

Religion's page with empty boasts is rife

But I'm the resurrection and the life.

Boice points out, "Jesus Christ is the way to reconciliation.
He is the way?

FIRSTto be freedufrom the guilt of sin and

SECONDLY;  the way toibe freed from the power of sin."

"I am the way.'" Without Christ men are Cains, wanderers.
They are gableseneseuntsobathcavaysnlionansmseshdee Christ 15
not merely a guide who came to show men the path in which
they ought to walk. He is, himself, the way to the Father.
"I.am:the tuuth,'" Witheut Christ, men are under the power
gtathesdevidenthesfathersotglaesey Christ i1s not merely a
teacher who came to reveal to men a doctrine regarding God.
He: is, himself, the truth about God,  "He that hsth seen

Me hath seen the Father." 'igfiisiheelbifesldibthoiifathnisine
nenwarendesdpingtrespassespendpsansy® Christ 1s not merely
a physician who came to invigorate the old nature, to refine
its grossness or repair its defects. 'isvansceusyiissaiduiiey
"that they might have life and that they might have it more
abundantly."

He knew what it meant to be the way. It meant that He had
to go to the cross, He had to die, He had to suffer. He had
to have the Father turn His back on Him while He was made
sin for us. He had to have the wrath of God poured out upon
Him. That is what it meant when the Lord Jesus Christ said,
"I am the way. No man cometh unto the Father but by me."
Yet, He said it. So I:-ask, TIs it anything but simnful,
obstinate perversity for a man or woman to say, That is all
very nice, but I am going to go another way. To go another
way 1is to condemn yourself to hell, for there is no other
way. There is one God and one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy 2:5.
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Lfrom now on vou are knowing Him W

&lso
Him 1"

Christ continues in the seventh verse to say, '{Eyoculphad
‘known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now
‘on you are knowing Him (that is, the Father), and have seen
@' Here, Christ is claiming equality with the Father
and to have seen Christ is to have seen the Father.

v. 8 Dhi'l-ih\-iq sayding to Him. "Tord show ns the Father

e TP i 9

Peter:has ‘had his question back in verse-36, "Lord where
are you going?'" Thomas has had his question, "Lord, we are
neptvkneowing where youw are going.' His question is"How are
we knowing the way?'" And now, Philip is asking the Lord

to show them the Father and it will satisfy them.

J. Vernon McGee says, "I'd like to ask you a personal
question today. Whabtmiswyournndesireminniisteasy NhatREsSEyouTy

mbtimatewgoal?s Do you want to get rich? Do you want to

make a name for yourself? Do you want to educate your
children? Do you want to bring them up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord? Our goals may be worthy
goals, yet gtheshighest geal is this expressed by Philip.
iorduisshowsustherFatherd

Lovett points out, "Peter and Thomas have asked their
questions., Now it's Philip's turn. The Greek indicates
Jesus reacts to Philip. Recall how he ran to Nathaniel
exclaiming, "We have found Him." But now we see he has
harbored an error all these years. He never really learned
to behold Jesus as God, but hoped He might somehow reveal
the Father apart from Himself as if more could be found and
revealed in Christ. Many today would like to discover God
apart from Christ. They prefer some other form of revelation
rather than His incarnation as the carpenter. Jesus taught
that He was the only revelation of diety, that we are not
to look for anything or anyone beyond Himself. He reveals
the complete personality edf the Godhedd. Colossians 2{9.
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F. B. Meyer points out, "Would it not suffice to make the
most irksome work pleasant if we could look up and discern
the Father's good pleasure and smile of approval? Would

it not -sutfice to-vob. pain.ef its sting if we could detect
the Father's hands adjusting the heat of the furnace? Would
it not suffice to-shed a light acress the dark mystery of
death if we felt that the Father was waiting to lead us
through the shadows to Himself?"

Here I believe Jesus is speaking to Philip with somewhat
of a hurt in His voice. He starts with the phrase, ISHCHW

faplongptimenlyvampwitthgyous' In other words, over all these

years and experiences, Philip, and you have not come to know
Me? @hristohasyHispquestionnmow toPhiliped He then instructs
him, ‘HeswhowhaswseennMevhaswseennthenFathers' And then He
repeats Philip's command, 'how is it that you are saying,

'Show us the Father'?

v. 10 Azxe /e li nnf believine that T am Jn the TFather and the

2 el ords fhat L an savine to ~vou
T am not spneaki

e : ]

Christ now asks still a third question, '"Are you mnot'believingh
EepplisanginstiepiathenpandutieniatierrisitnuMetil' He now
makes it personal to Philip. He goes on to say, ''The words
thatylyam saying tonyou;®from a negative point of view, (I
am not speaking from myselfy but by contrast, QircmRaithery

'who is abiding in Me, He is doing His works.” R

Phiss is the very same parallel “im John 15 of Christ living
in us and His life flowing through us doing His works as
we are available instruments for Him to use.
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Galatians 2:20 "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless

e e o I Ch S SN i neNand  thelrite
WhiGEnowElrvemnsthent keshylinkivesbysthenfaithsofathe

Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me."

v. 11 Be.believing me that L an Jn the Lather and. the lathele.
: :
W] YR

Having issued three questions to Philip, He now gives a
command. His command is for Philip to be beliewving that
ersEmetlissEaticerandrthatatienathe RS nwHImMEe ATy
then by contrast, He says, If you can't do that, because

wofpthesworksthemselves berbelievingsm In other words,
believe on the basis of what you see of the works that

have gone on in my life.

v. 12 Teply truly T am savipo to vou, the one who s

RSN el G QLK S eetD L CH T am doine _that
FORaT=RSN L= N W= YO 1 Ve Mo o <F- T o 2 T o TEESTNESY s P PN
e PR S T=Yod=0 0 TS R W e T o M o T o1 V=N 228 T3

Here now is an authoritative statement. Having commanded
Philip to be believing, He now says, the one who is believing
in Him, the works that Christ is doing, the one who is
believing shall do also. And He goes beyond this, MAnd
greater than these shall he do; because Christ is going

to the Father."

Stedman points out, '"We need to understand that some people
read this passage and think that we ordinary human mortals,
living here in the twentieth century are somehow going to

be so capable, so well developed, so intellectually astute,
that we can actually do greater things than the Son of God
himself did when he was here in the flesh. That isn't what

He says. @#tosellking us that he-will do greater things
through us, as the risen Lord, dwelling in us by means of the
Spirit than He did when He was here in the days of His flesh.
foplineeither casey 1t is Heswho ds deing its 7 Some time ago,
I attended a public breakfast designed to emphasize the spirit-
ual values of life. It was one of those times when God seemed
to come down and meet each one of us. Even though there were
hundreds of non-Christians present, there was still a deep



(28)

sense of God's presence. dmbhemtkostmtimbrennectinammml
heard two men discussing it on their way out. One said,
'Well, God must have been very pleased with this meeting.'
Thewother said; 'Yes, He: probably was==He did it!'s That
captures exactly what Jesus means here. He is going to

do it because He goes to the Father and by that means sends
the Spirit."

Then what are these greater works? The only answer that
makes any sense at all is that they are greater in their
significance and importance. In other words, they are
spiritual accomplishments rather than physical. Anything
done to the spirit of man is far more significant than
something done to the body. This is what Jesus is speaking
of .

Macauley points out, "Now there are some people who say

that He makes a promise here which He never fulfilled.

They declare that no man has ever done greater works

than these miracles. But He was not speaking of miracles.
His chief work was not performing miracles, but revealing
the Father, bringing knowledge of the Father, It is that

of which He was speaking. As a result of His 3% years of
ministry, when He.left this scene, He said good-bye to a
group of about HSD0WdTsEIplest™ There were doubtless a few
more scattered about, but not very many. Very few saw

in Him the revelation of the Father. But go on a few days,
50 days later, Ah, then, Peter and the rest of the 11
stand up on the day of Pentecose and the third Person of

the Trinity comes upon them in power and they are prepared
to witness for Him. They preached a crucified and risen
Christ and what happened? @hreewthousandubelievedy probably
more in that one day than in all the 3% years of our Lord's
ministry, Oh, it is not miracles of which He is speaking.
If it were miracles, what was the greatest? Of the miracles
concerning the body, was it not when He went to that tomb

at Bethany and stood and cried, 'Lazarus, come forth. And
he that was dead came forth, the man of whom his sister said,
'Lord, he's been dead four days.' That was Jesus' greatest
work in regard to the body. Has anyone excelled that?

What as the greatest in regard to the powers of nature?

Was it turning the water into wine or multiplying the

loaves and the fishes? Or was it not perhaps in controlling
the wind and the waves? No one else has been able to do
that. But His greatest work of all was to reveal the Father.
When you realize that when Jesus left this scene, committing
His gospel to a little group of eleven men in order that
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they might carry it to the ends of the earth, at that
time, the whole world with the exception of a few in
Israel was lost in the darkness of heathenism. But in
three hundred years, Christianity closed nearly all the
temples of the heathen Roman Empire and numbered its
converts by millions. These were the greater works. And
down through the centuries, He still carries on this
ministry."

Laurin points out, "It is greater in the broader sense of

an expanded Christianity, in the diffusion of the gospel and
the conquest of Judaism and paganism; and in the triumph of
the disciples over evil forces. What Paul did in Asia in
the transforming of human lives and in the world subduing
effects of the gospel are these greater works. A trans-
formed life is a greater miracle than the healing of a

leper or the raising of a dead man, The bestowment of
eternal life is greater than the postponement of death by

a miracle of healing."

Hendriksen points out, "How this can be true is explained
in 14:16 and following. As a result of His departure, the
disciples will perform not only the works which Jesus had
been doing all along, miracles in the physical realm, but
even greater works than these, namely miracles in the
spiritual realm."

Wecks points out, "So the greater things which the believer
does today are not the flashier miracles, but delivering to
men the message that will bring them to eternal life. When
Jesus raised Lazarus, He gave Lazarus physical life, but
the new life He gives today is a life over which death has
no victory. It is eternal life. These are the greater
works., However, greater refers not only to quality, but
also to quantity. More believers were added to the church
on the day of Pentecost alone than during all of Christ's
ministry. From then on, the gospel has been spreading all
around the world. The greater things are both higher in
character and more vast in extent."

Van Doren points out, '"'He that believeth' is an act which

the wisest scholar and the most illiterate peasant can
exercise. Unbelief of the gospel is caused not by want of
power, but want of will. The heart,(the affections) domineers
over the head (the intellect). God's greatest gifts are the
easiest of access. Faith in itself has no ground of merit,
but God honors it as the medium of His blessings."
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F. B. Meyer points out, "The test of genuine faith are
twofeld. In the first place; a genuine, living faith

has Christ for its object. The hand may tremble, but it
touches His garment's hem. The eye may be dimmed by doubt,
but it is directed towards His face. The feet may stumble,
but as the fainting pilgrim staggers onward, this is his
repeated ery, 'Thou, O Christ art-all 1 want.™

Hope in your hearts to the living risen, glorified

Savior. Let Him live freely in your life and work unhindered

through your faith. Expect Him to pour through you as a
channel some of those greater works which must characterize
the closing years of the present age. Remember how the
discourses and mirsdcles of His earthly 1life ever incredsed
in importance and meaning. For such must be the law of

His ministry in the heavenlies.

Boice points out, "Let's summarize what this verse means,

1. The works Christ refers to are spiritual works,
primarily the work of regeneration which takes place
when the gospel is proclaimed and shared through the
power of God's Holy Spirit.

2. The teferernce in thé verse is to every Christian,
for this is the only possible meaning of the phrase
'He that believeth on me.'

3. Finally, there may also be a sense in which the
verse applies to all works of compassion, healing
and progress which although not miraculous in a
supernatural sense, nevertheless in a nearly
miraculous have followed almost inevitably upon

the preaching of the gospel.

P RO T B B2 o 7 0 R o WD I F-IR A K RV - 11T TN o o - N O SO
in.order.that the lather may be.glorificd in.the Son..

Here; there are.ne limitations. The word is 'whatever.'
And 1t's whatever you may ask 'in my name, this, that is
whatever, I will do. The purpose behind doing that is in
arder. that the. Eathex may.be gleritied in the Son.
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v, 14

Stedman points out, "INlearnedvthatitiniJesus' name means
tompraymminghiseplaces That is the way we use the phrase,

N isn't it? Ifssomeonendctssinathesnamemof thevpresident;
NS o sktois-as though he is standing in the president's place.
& X ¢ If you give someone the power to act in your name, for that
4:K W2 purpose it is as though you yourself were acting. When
\3¢ AN you sign your name on a check, that check is acting on
vﬂ‘ X your behalf as though it were you. To pray in Jesus' name
09* o means to stand in Jesus' place. dAndewhenenwasnJesuswstanding
AV GV when he said these words? Facing the cross. Facing the
69 . collapse of all the hope that his kingdom had raised in the
>§f” & shearts of his disciples. Facing the end, the apparent

\j y collapse and failure of all of his work and all of his
> jprograms® But he knew that beyond the cross lay the resurr-

Q?O w» ection, and that there could never be that new beginning
f’ oy if there were not first an end of all which the others saw
() g and hoped for. I think that if these disciples were
w7 pray@ng for anything, and I'm sure they were, they were
(} praying that somehow he would be spared, that somehow he

Vv ere would not have to go to the cross. They were praying to

& Prevent ity - But Jesus knew that it had to-be,  And. te
_ \9 prayrin-Jdesust name means that youw accept the process of
) ai////‘ God ;- cthe process by which he brings matters, often, to utter

goldapse, se that the very thing you den't want to ever

happen;~happensy- But that is nmot the end ef the steryl
Beyond it is a resurrection. Beyond it is a new beginning,
a beginning of such different quality that the mind moves

X
re
X nto an ecstasy of joy in contemplating it. That is what
Kﬂﬁ it means to pray in Jesus' name. That is why when we pray,
it often seems as though God waits until the very last
¢ moment to answer our prayer. That is why he doesn't stop
N

2
.’

PR
Uﬂz ' the process long before the heartache and pain comes, but
mé///’ allows it to go on into death--and out of the death comes
d Y resurrection. And to pray in Jesus' name means that you
L prb consent to that process, and that you are aware that prayer
T 1ig-Patnerely.a-shiglkd 4 -guard. to- prevent  things £frem
I N9' oh happening. Sometimes it 1S, but not always., Prayer is also
ﬂ e } a commitment to undergo the end and the collapse and the
+QG failure. But that is never the end of the story. It is
L -UBy this means that the greater works shall be accomplished.
§>nb‘ {Lmﬂ It is only out of death that life comes."
6%
Qg%i (d W
E& Uﬁw Dr. Ironside preached on this passage of Scripture one night.
A lady was greatly incensed and came to see him after the

0‘}-
QF meeting. ''How dare you tell these people that if you ask
b anything in the name of Jesus, He will do it?" Dr., Ironside

$
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answered, "Why don't you sit down and tell me about it?"
She told him that her father had been desparately ill some
months before and while the doctor was up in his room, she
had knelt in the 1living room, claimed that promise and
prayed in Jesus' name for his recovery. When the doctor
came down from the room, he told her that her father was
dead. Now she said, "Don't tell me that God keeps His
promises." Dr. Ironside said, "Did you read the next
verse? 'If you love me, keep my commandments.''" Then Dr.
Ironside asked her what would happen if she found a check
made out to someone else and tried to cash it by signing
that name. She said, "I'd be a forger." So he referred
her to this verse, "If you love me, keep my commandments."
Then he asked her, "Have you been doing that?" Instead of
replying, she turned red. Then he explained that what she
was trying to do was the same thing as trying to cash a
check made out to somebody else. We all need to recognize
friends, that obedience to Him is evidence of our love for
Him. This promise is given to those who love Him."

Lovett points out, '"The name of anyone 1is a revelation of
that person. Jesus' name is His character as revealed through
the carpenter. All prayer requests, therefore, must be
consistent with the character of Christ. Consequently, the
name of Jesus is not a blank check on the bank of heaven.

It is a limitation. This will shock readers who view 'in

my name' as carte blanche. Every request must fit the plan
and will of God and be fully in accord with the character of
Christ, It does not mean the tacking of 'in Jesus' name' to
the end of a supplication. The one who prays must be
conscious of the ambitions of Jesus and caught up in what

He is doing, approaching Him even as He approached His
Father. How do we know Jesus is the one who's going to do
it? The Greek is emphatic about the ego of Christ. I will
do it. And He won't do anything contrary to the divine

plan or purpose."

e hn 54 g 157 "And T this Hisiithe confidence which we have
before Him, that if we ask anything according to His will,
‘He hears us, And if we know that He hears us in whatever
we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have
‘asked from Him."

Laurin peints eut, “"Jesus' last words te His disciples holds
three great promises:

1. the promise of a new POWER
2. the promise of a new PRAYER

3. the promise of a new PRESENCE
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The disciples would need these in order to make Christianity
the force and power which God intended it to be in the
world."

Henry Ward Beecher told of a woman who prayed for patience
and God sent her a poor cook. We pray for virtues as if

they could be packaged and handed to us ready for use.

The best answers to prayer may be the vision and strength

to meet a circumstance or assume a responsibility. God

puts us in situations whereby His help we can develop the
specifie wirtues for which we pray, .Prayer is not presenting
God with a bill of goods, it is learning lessons in His
school of life under the master teacher. It is not an
exercise in asking, it is an experience of spiritual growth.

Wecks points out, "When this kind of prayer is answered, the
Father who abides in the Son will do His works and therefore
be glorified, so the greater works are really done by God,
not man; so that the Father may be glorified, not the man."

Van Doren points out, "'In my name' let your faith in

my person become prayer 1n my name. A mere mention

in His name will not avail. We must depend upon Him in
connection with the thing asked for. We must ask for
nothing but what is according to His mind, in His interest.
To pray in His name dmplies an abselute self-sacrifice
that involves a request that our very prayers may not be
answered except so far as in accordance with God's will.
Thus, petitions asked in ignorance may be most truly
answered when they are not granted. For a mere creature
to speak in this manner would be the most impious folly,
but it is becoming in Jesus and fits in perfectly with His
whole character, life and claims."

Ralph Keiper was wery limited in his vision. One Saturday
afternoon when as a young theological student he was idling
gver~his - books, the Holy. Spirit began to speak to him and
a5k -5eVeral questionse. . ¥hat is the ehiet end-of mani '"Te
gloxriiy. God and-enjeoy Him .dferever.' -Ralph replied. Do you
wish to glorify God? the Holy Spirit countered. "Of course"
the young -student hastened to assure Him, - If yew had the
choice what would you rather do, glorify God or have perfect
vision? Ralph paused for a long while. His of course began
to weaken. - For as. he points eut, sight is a very precigus
SeUmed ity ;- especially teo-those who do not bhave it. He had
to be honest because the Holy Spirit was watching and knew
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his heart. He knew that sight was far more precious to
Ralph than God's glory. The struggle within was bitter

but. Ralph was -a wictim of grace, "There's only one answer,"
he--said-£inally, tand that cheice is to glorify God." The
Holy Spirit ingsisted on - centimuing His prebe. Do yeu really
believe that God's glory is more important than your

vision? He did not push for an answer but waited quietly.
At-last . Balph-surrendered, MMy wision or-lack of it is

not worthy to be compared to the glory of God." Do you
really wish to glorify God? the Holy Spirit asked again.
"Yes.. Lode'l1iE pow dey why worry about the method which
God chooses for you to glorify Him?"

Beth Jameson in Hold Me Tight says, '"God, look in the class-
ified section under Help Wanted. I've got an ad. Courage
to«incregse faith, sustain hope, face uncertainties, to

hang in there. Reassurance of unlimited supply needed each
day. Challenging opportunity to observe certain growth.

How about it, God?"

Ve 15 LV QUG L OV N NG, Y OU WILL KCCD MY _COmnandments..,

‘Love will manifest itself in obedience.

He is saying, if you are loving me, the soutigrowthrof that
love will be you will keep my commandments.

Thus far in our discourse with our Lord in this section
of Scripture we have had a commandment given in verses
34 -5 552

‘A new commandment I am giving to you, that you should
be continually loving one another, even as I loved
you, that you also be loving one another., In this
way, all will know that you are my disciples, if

you are having love for one another."

We have learned from this 15th verse then that the expression
of our love for the Lord will be obedience to His word.
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Christ will then ask the Father and in response to His
fetition, the Father will give another helper, This is
a'reference to the Holy Spirits And the purpose for the
helper coming along side is seen in the last phrase of

the 16th verse, iSicEEthatRlcynsyEbeRTcNoiEtonETEN

This is a promise of constant companionship.

v. 17 the Spixit of truth, whon the world is.not able o
i but. o ane dnondne. i, because. lle. s abiding... ; = e

The Helper from v. 16 is described as the Spirit of truth
in verse 17, and He 1s one whom the world negatively is not
able to receive and the reason they are not able to receive
Him is they are not beholding Him or knowing Him. But by
contrast, you disciples are knowing Him. The reason being,
because He is abiding with you and shall be in you.

The words Nwithoyou! and Yimpyou' are of vital importance
in the understanding of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

In the 0ld Testament, the Spirit of God was sovereign,

He could come upon persons and individuals for acts of
service and ministry, but when we come to the New Testament
and after the Day of Pentecost when the Spirit of God came,
He came to dwell within us permanently, tootake up residence
i pur.lives upen professien of feith in reeceiving Jesus

ChristwassSaviiours 7
_z— MY 6. iy 8-
V. 18&&@%@

Christ is saying that He is not going to leave them here
when He goes as orphans but He is going to be coming to
them by means of the Spirit ef truth.
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Harper points out, '"Studies have shown that one of our
leading problems is loneliness. Many of us cannot stand
to be by ourselves and so we turn on stereos, televisions,
or radios in order to cover up our being alone. But these
are weak substitutes. We know the truth., Or do we?
Bissipiesnfearsdubeingpaleonesy Jcsus spent quite a bit of
time telling them that we need to remember we are never
alone, never not for a moment. Jesus saw to that before
He left the earth. He had already spoken to the Father
abolit 1t.”

Barnhouse points out, '"Let's say you get into legal trouble
and you go down the street and you see a sign that says,
"Smith, Jones, Brown and Smith, Lawyers.'" You go in and
you say, "Help. SOS" You've just called the lawyer along-
side because you are in trouble., The lawyer is your
Paraclete. Now, says the Lord, I will send you another
advocate, another strengthener, who comes alongside of

you.. Now we have two of these., The remarkable thing

is that this word Paraclete or Comforter appears twice

in the Bible."

Wecks points out, "Jesus Christ is God., His death and
departure is the ground of hope for the one who believes
that He is God. Though Jesus would no longer be physically
present with His disciples, He comforts them with the
prospect of His coming again to receive them to Himself

so that they might enjoy His presence forever. But a
person must believe that Jesus is the way to the Father

and the revelation of the Father in order to enjoy the
comfort that Jesus gives about the future., If one has
accepted Jesus Christ as his persomnal Saviour, He may be
concerned about how he will be able to face difficulties

in this world and the people who may reject him or ridicule
his relationship to God. In the last part of Chapter 14
Jesus gives the disciples a basis for confidence 1in this
world, He tells his disciples that the one who believes
that Jesus is the Christ has three promises. He promises:

1. His power in prayer
2. His presence in the Spirit

3. His peace in the world."



R

(37)

No matter what the Christian may face in life, the Lerd
Jesus is with him in the person of the Holy Spirit. Even
in trials and troubles, Jesus has provided a tranquility

of mind which results from the assurance that the believer
is under God's loving care. One can stop being upset over
the problems he faces in this world or being fearful of
what others may say against him.

William Barclay says, '"The word .'parakletos' really means--
someone who is called in. But it is the reason why the
person is called in which gives the word its distinctive
associations, The Greeks used the word in a wide variety
of ways. A parakletos might be a person called in to give
witness in a law court in someone's favor. He might be an
advocate called in to plead someone's cause when someone
was under a charge which would issue in serious penalty.

He might be an expert called in to give advice in some
difficult situation. He might be a person called in, for
example, when a company of soldiers were depressed and dis-
pirited to put new courage into their minds or hearts.
Also, a parakletos is someone called in to help when the
person who calls him in is in trouble or distress or doubt
or bewilderment. So what Jesus is saying is I am setting
you a hard task.and I am sending you out on an engagement
very difficult., But I'm going to send you someone, a
parakletos who will guide you in what you are to do and

who will make you able to do it. The Holy Spirit will bring
you truth and will make you able to cope with the battle
for the truth."

F. B. Meyer points out, '‘Hemeomesminwdarkwandulonedywhouns
that we may not be desolate.

For warm, sweet tender even yet
A present help is He.

And faith has yet its Olivet
And lewve dits Galilee,

The healing of His seamless dress

Is by our beds of pain;

We touch Him in life's throng and press;
And we are whole again.

He comes when we need Him the most.--When the storm is high

and the water is pouring into the boat; when the house is
empty because the life that made its home had fled; when
Jericho has to be attacked on the morrow, and the Jordan
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«erossed; when lover and friend stand aloof; when light is
fading before dimming eyes and names and faces elude the
grasp of the aged mind; when the last coal is turning to
= v ash; when the rush of the river is heard in the

. yabelowpmlesusasaysymimcones It is in the hour of
desolation, when Lazarus has been in the grave four days
already, that the glad tidings are whispered in the ear
of the mourner, THENMaEStEENISHEGmeTY

Bodce: points sult, "But it 45 alse important en a practical
level. If we think of the Holy Spirit as a mysterious
power, our thought will continually be, How can I get

more of the Holy Spirit? If we think of the Holy Spirit
as a person, our thought will be, How can the Holy Spirit
have more of me? The first thought is entirely pagan.

The second is New Testament Christianity."

v, 19 Yeldeddttle while and Lhe world no Jonceyr s seeino.
‘ : i vou shall live

Here Jesus once again makes an announcement of the fact

that He is leaving them and the world, but He also makes

a very outstanding remark in the last phrase, ''BECEUSE
Wonis: : s M =

I am living, also you shall 1live. kdw“ 1 28

da-11 Yu shall be wlme (i Pachse
its John

3 eSS e recond gt ha tnGo e as Favens
to us, eternal life; and this life is in His Son., He that
hath the Son hath life and He that hath not the Son of God
vz 21 (R e ol AUt o Rel

@hrist can already see beyond the cross te the resurrection
morning when death will no more have power over Him and
having been victorious over the grave, He now can stand

and promise to them as the eternal Son of God that they
ooy will live,

v, 20 In that dav Xou sha| Eugn :ha: al jn ny Ea:hﬂ; and

'EETEEEE’ has to refer to this future time when He comes
having prepared a place for them to take them to be with
Him. '‘Gegtbatagdesl they'll know that Christ is in the Father
and there's a connection here. 'Youin'Me and I in you."
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We're going to see more of this when we get to chaptenuliSy
where Christ in wersesmdmcommands by saying, '‘Bevabiding iny
me and I in you.'"

v. 21 The one who ds havipne mv commandments, and is kKeeping
thed _{h is _the ope w i i wAnd the one

L o O 5 hjm and | sha| zexﬁa| mxﬁﬁlﬁ to hjm

Back in [fépSESY Christ had said, '(IEyoUlarelliovingime,
youlwill keep my commandmentsy! Now here in jifersenzi,wHe

says essentially the same thing again. '"Therone who is having
my commandments and is keeping them, that is by being
obedient to them, that is the one who is loving Me."

There is this addition that the one who is loving Christ
and manifesting it by his obedience shall be loved by

My Father and Christ says I shall love him and I shall
reveal myself to him.

@hepprineipler that we see in this verse is thatglove and

revelation are the results of obedience.

Stedman points out, "The second element of proof is that

he who has Jesus' commands, keeps them. He follows them,
commits himself to obey what the Lord has said. To do what
He asks., If you want to convince Jesus Christ that you
love him, just obey Him. That's all, just do what He asks.
He will kmow that your obedience cannot come sxcept out of
a heart moved by love for Him,"

Stedman issues the following prayer at this point, '"Our
heavenly Father, we pray that we may learn this great
lesson, may learn tor submit to your loving choices for us
that we may drink the cup which you have given us to drink
for the Lord's sake. For His sake, who loved us and gave
Himself For us.™

C. S. Lovett points out, "Television unveils the mystery
of Christ's indwelling. Consider how a man in a T.V. studio
brings his presence to an audience. A studio transmitter



(40)

sends his image to the surrounding area. By means of the
carrier waves, he can enter every home with a T.V. set.
Jesus in heaven's studio can reproduce His presence by

way of the Holy Spirit in every heart which will tune

Him in. In a body, He could indwell no one. You can't
stuff one body inside another, but in the Spirit, He

can enter every heart which will tune in Jesus. If men

can infinitely reproduce their presence in homes by means

of circuits and transmitters, surely Jesus, by means of

His Spirit can infinitely reproduce His presence in hearts."

Wecks points out, "Though the disciples will be indwelt

with the presence of the Lord Jesus, schemfulbipseasivizations
OfEHbisenearnessrdependsy anﬁ@bedlence to His commandments,

So the disclosure of Jesus to a disciple is not a bodily
appearance or some special vision, rather, SIS
spiritual revelation of _Hms._e_lf_t.o. sitikres sourl'.“ It is the
ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the deep things

of God as shown the person of Jesus Christ in the Scriptures.
The full enjoyment of one's desire to strengthen that
relationship is obedience to His commandment to love

other Christians. The closer one is drawn to Jesus Christ
through obedience, the more he will understand about the
person of Christ in the Bible; and the more he will enjoy

the comfert and suppert He giwves in trials and diffieulties.™

Van Doren points out, ''Love is faith in action. ‘Love and
self-sacrifice are inseparable. The word of God knows nothing
of love without faith and nothing of faith without love.

Faith is an act of trust and love is the effect and evidence
of this unseen relation of the soul."

John 14:18 "I shall not leave you as orphans. I am coming
‘to you."

v. 22 Judas.ds.sayine to Him (pnot Iscariot): '"Lord, what
ol a5 T S o a1 T o o Mo - KR LV B o 101 P
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Lis picking up o

eterj] has asked the question,
hom is saying| "
PhiTTp\wants for/®

We have already learned that the revelation of Jesus Christ

and His love will be made manifest to those whose hearts
are obedient toward Him.

I:.believe His primary reference here however, is to the

ondrous

fact that the Spirit of Ged will gpen ove eyes to behold

things out of thy law and that we will be

éxper1enc1ng revelation of divine truth about our Saviour
and that we will sense His presence and His smile and
His blessing upon our obedient hearts.

\§¥\
~

lov1ng me,

Jesus' answer is quite clear and direct.

that 1s the Lord Jesus

If a person is
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This is what Christ meant when He said, gIpshallnrevealy
‘myself to him.

v. 24 _The.onc.who ds not loving me ds not Keeping my
AT R : AL

Jesus says that with no love there is also no obedience
to His word; and then He alsoc goes on to say, the word
which He is speaking is not His, but the Father's who
sent Him.

Ve 25 whBES et O S el el AN E o SROKED L0 QU while abiding,

'These things' refers to Chapters 13 & 14. These are
the words which He has spoken to them while He is there
with them.

v. 26 But the Helper, the Holv Spirit. whom the Father
will send Jn mv name, that One will teach voun
all _things. and recall to vour mind all that.l
PR T ER JoMR o118

Christ is saying, by contrast, He has spoken these things
while He has been there with them, ibutincontrast ;]

ez i Jsizhetshar s ol] Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send;
‘and He will be sent in the name of Christ; that One

‘will carry on the following function:

lzogHewiklsbeachesvou-all-things

2. He will recall to your mind all that I said
to you.

The Holy Spirit, then, has a two fold function according
to Christ and that is to TEACH the Believer and then

to BRING TO MIND the things that Christ had said to
them.
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M 21

o youe nat _as the world gives am T oi

iZe! Let _not vour heart be troubled, nor let

s o oY~ - 2 o

Christ says the Father will send the Helper, the Holy
Spirit; and He himself will be leaving with them His
peace, He will be giving it to them. It will not be
the kind of peace that the world gives, but it will
be His peace. He then issues a command, '"Letinet your
heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful."

This takes us back to eifsthisschaptet'Stop
being troubled in your Be putting vour trust
in God, also be putting your trust in me."

Isaiah 41:10 "Fear thou not for I am with thee. Be
‘not dismayed for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee,
yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteousness."

Isaiah 26:3 "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
indrisistayediontthee because he trusteth in theel

Stedman points out, "But Jesus says, {INgivespeacenright
dneethe midst of 'trouble, rightwin the midst of ‘distress
fandrturmoilvandrheartacheand pressure.’ I can impart
peace to your heart right here and not as the world
gives. Why? Because we can return to that basic relation-
ship we have, ;youin 'me and I in you?y Out of that comes
the guarantee that He is working out His purposes. He
will bring us to the end of the trouble. "Hewwillwstill
the storm and guiet the waves. We rest in the boat
content, knowing that no water can swallow this ship
where lies the master of ocean and earth and skies.
Mhati@isipeaces" »

Johnston points out, "The disciples were probably dispirited
at this point, not only in the realization of their

Lord's sure departure but also in confusion over all

that had been said. Comfort must have resulted in their
hearts as they heard the Lord's words regarding peace.

Peace for the Christian cannot be separated from God's
promises. Whereas His promises are laid hold of by

faith, the Christian will experience super-natural peace

in all circumstances. To verify this supposition, we

need only to look at these verses, for the peace represented
here is based upon two new promises:
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THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND

THE: GIPTsOFmPEACE

Macauley points out, "At the close of the War Between
the States, we are told that a troup of Federal Cavalry
were riding along the road between Richmond and Washington.
Suddenly, they saw a poor wretch clothed in the ragged
remnants of the Confederate uniform come out of the
bush. He hailed the captain who drew rein and waited
for him. He gasped out, 'I am starving to death. Can
you help me? Can you give me some food?' The captain
said, 'Starving to death? Why don't you go into Richmond
and get what you need?' The other answered, 'I dare
not, for if I did I would be arrested. Three weeks

ago, I became utterly disheartened and I deserted from
the Confederate Army and I have been hiding in the woods
ever since, waiting for an opportunity to get through
the lines to the north; for I knew if I were arrested,

I would be shot for deserting in time of war.' The
captain looked at him in amazement and said, 'Haven't
you heard the news?' 'What news?' the poor fellow
gasped. 'Why, the war is over. Peace has been made.
General Lee surrendered to General Grant approximately
two weeks ago. The Confederacy has ended.' 'What?'

he said. 'Peace has been made for two weeks and I've
been starving in the woods because I did know it?' Oh,
that was the gospel of peace to him. Sinner, listen

to me. Peace was made 1900 years ago and millions today
are dying in their sins because they do not know it.

You do not have to make your peace with God. You do

not have to atone for your sins. You could not do it,
but Jesus has done it all and you may come to God in

His name. All that He accomplished at Calvary will

be put down to your account. The one who died on the
cross to make propitiation for your sins has been raised
again and sits today at God's right hand, speaking peace
to all who turn to Him, who trust in Him as their redeemer."

Peace with God is Christ in glory.
God is light and God is love.
Jesus died to tell the story;
Foes to bring to God above.

Oh, the peace my Saviour gives

Peace I never knew before

And the way has brighter grown

Since I have learned to trust Him more.
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I hear the words of love

I gaze upon the blood.

I see the might sacrifice
And I have peace with God.

Tis everlasting peace

Sure as Jehovah's name.

Tis stable as His steadfast throne
Forevermore the same.

The clouds may go and come

And storms may sweep the sky

This blood sealed friendship changes naught.
The cross is ever nigh.

I change, He changes not.

The Christ can never die.

His love, not mine, the resting place
His truth, not mine, the tie.

The future ministry of the Holy Spirit to the disciples
is twofold:

1. His teaching ministry. The Spirit will teach
them all things referring not just to anything
but to all that was necessary for them to know
for their spiritual life. The Holy Spirit will
not teach something different from Jesus, but
will EXPAND, EXPLAIN AND APPLY His teaching.

2. His recollection ministry. Though the disciples
did not understand or retain Jesus' words now,
through the Spirit's ministry, they would both
remember and understand His words. This ministry
of the Holy Spirit is important in the writing

of the four gospels, later on, as the writers
recall Jesus' words. But this ministry is also
important to all who would seek to understand

the Bible and remember it in the times of trouble
and trial. The Holy Spirit will teach the believer
the Word and recall to his mind what he has learned
when he needs strength in the midst of difficulties.

F. B. Meyer points out, "Letrusndistinguishibetween
peace and 'My peace.' Peace I leave with you, my peace. .
Ivgivvenuntoryous!miThere is a distinction between these
two. The former refers to the result of His work for
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us on the cross. Beingwjustified-by-faith; we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. The latter
refers to his indwelling. 'Who is our peace.'"

D. A. Carson quotes that great hymn, Be Still My Soul:

Beystill; mywseunlycthes Lordadis on: thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain
Leave to thy God to order and provide.

In every change He faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul, thy best, thy heavenly friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul, thy God doth undertake
To guide the future as He has the past.

Thy hope,; thy confidence let nothing shake.
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still my soul, the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.

Be still, my-soul, the hour is hastening on

When we shall be forever with the Lord

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.

Be still my soul, when change and tears are past
2ol ] catemandwblessoedpewenshallsmcetiatylacsts

Boice points out, "Jesus is our North Star in the midst
of a spinning universe. He is our Rock in the midst

of the churning cataracts of time. He is our life in
the midst of physical and spiritual death. The one

who is fixed on Him will have direction, security and
life. He will enter into that peace that is beyond
human understanding."

Proverbs 29:25 "The fear of man bringeth a snare, but
whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be saf¥ed.

1 John 4:18 "There is no fear in love, but perfect love
casts out fear because fear involves punishment and
the one who fears is not perfected in love."
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v. 28 Jou heard that T said to Yo 'l an. going and
: : T
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Eather. for the Father ds greater than T

Here Jesus tells them why their troubles and fears are
groundless. He is going to the Father and then He's
coming back to them as He said up in verses 1 & 2; and

He says if they were loving Him they should have rejoiced
that He was going to the Father; for the Father is greater.
than He is.

v. 29 And.lod.l.lave.told you before it comes £o Rass.
: , : e
helieve..

‘This is exactly the same statement that occurs back
in 13:19, "From now on, I am telling you before it is
coming to pass in order that you might be believing
whenever it comes to pass that I am He."

Here, He says that the prophecy has the purpose in mind
‘that when it comes to pass you may believe.

V. 30 cledieledeRObmSReak uch more with yvou,.. for the ruler

el Sl QL] Ol S COMi NG and he d s having nothing o
T -

Christ is bringing His message to a close here in the
upper room and He is telling them that He is not going
to be saying much more. The reason being, gchepruler )
of the world is coming and he is having nothing in Me.

Christ is here referring to Satan.

2 Corinthians 4:4 "In whom the the god of this world
‘hath blinded the minds of them that believe not lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ should shine
‘unto them."

And it says, "he is having nothing in me."
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There is nothing in Christ to respond to the temptations
of the evil one as he comes.

V. 31 BldleQidol tha b the oL LA Max. cOne. Lo Kuow that
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Christ is saying that by His obedience to the Father's
command , the world is going to come to know that He
loves the Father. And then He gives a command, "Arise,
let us be going from here." h '

CONCLUSION

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from
this particular study?

LESSON #1 Communication flows freely when love is present.

LESSON #2 Pride oftentimes blinds us to our vulnerability.

LESSON #3 Christ has gone to prepare a place for us
and He is coming again.

LESSON #4 Love keeps its promises.

LESSON #5 Without Christ, there is no way, no truth
and no life.

LESSON #6 Christ and the Father are one.

LESSON #7 The expression of our love for Christ is our
obedience to His word.

LESSON #8 The Helper, the Holy Spirit will come to teach
us and to call to remembrance the words of Christ.

LESSON #9 Peace will result on the vertical and horizontal
levels as a result of Christ coming into our lives.
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AuDunDennisoniin his book Shoeck it torMejDoctor says,

"As long as our individual morals remain at a low ebb,

so will be the world. Until each of us stops 'hogging

the road' with his car, stops fighting over the seat

on the bus, stops arguing over who is going to cut the
grass, there will be no peace in the world. If man

wishes peace again, he must return to the great commandment:
'"Love thy neighbor as thyself.'"

IW.Philip Keller says, "Peace is the selfless, self-
giving, self-losing, self-forgetting, self-sacrificing
love of God in repose despite all the adverse reverses
of life. It is love standing serene, strong, and stable
in spite of every insult, every antagonism, every hate.
Peace is the spirit and soul of persons so imbued with
the presence of God's gracious Spirit that they are
not easily provoked: They are not 'touchy'. They are
not irritable or easily enraged. Their pride is not
readily pricked. They do not live like a bristling
porcupine with all its quills extended in agitated self-
defense. Peace is actually the exact opposite. It
is the guiet, potent gracious attitude of serenity and
good-will that comes to meet the onslaught of others
with good cheer, equanimity, and strong repose. To
see and understand this quality of life at its best
we simply must turn away from our contemporaries and
#eock at Christ...God very God. "

Fenelon: in his book Let Go 'says, "Satan is the one who
torments us with trivialities. And he often transforms
himself into an angel of light, and bothers us with
endless self-examinations and an over-sensitive conscience
which allows us no peace."

Learn to cultivate peace and you can do this by learning
to turn a deaf ear to your own amitious thoughts. Or
haven't you yet learned that the strivings of the human
mind not only impair the health of your body, but also
bring dryness to the soul.. You can actually consume
yourself by too much inner striving. And to no purpose
at all! Your peace and inner sweetness can be destroyed
by a restless mind.

Live in continued peace. But understand that peace

does not depend upon the fervor of your devotion. The
only thing you need to be concerned about is the direction
cEgyeny iwdilils:





