CHAPTER FOUR
LOVE IN UNION

JOHN 15:1-16

INTRODUCTION

We are making a study of the Love Story in John 13-17.
Thus far we have seen

LOVE SERVING in washing the disciples feet
LOVE HURT in' the betrayal of Judas Iscariot

LOVE COMMUNICATING in Jesus answering the questions
of Peter and Thomas and Philip and Judas Thaddaeus
Lebbaeus.

They have now left the upper room and they are heading"
toward the Garden of Gethsemane. I believe that the
experienceswofwtheserverses probably took place just

At gerrtherslettsthengatesof therokdraityrandsstarted
down the Kidron Valley toward the Garden of Gethsemane.
Christ probably stopped at a vineyard along the way

and shared these insights with them.

In these verses, we.are going to be considering love's
oneness that produces the fruit that the Lord desires

> JAEITE
to produce in us and through us.

Frances Schaeffer 'in his book Death in the City says,
"The Bible tells us plainly that Christ promises to

bear Hiss fruit through us. In Romans 7:4 Paul says a
very striking thing, "Wherefore my brethren, ye also

are become dead to the law by the body of Christ in
order that you should be married to another, even to:
Him who dis raised from the dead in order that we should
bring forth fruit unto Eodusrs s e nsiews ayisEthiait
each - of us as a Christian, is feminine. At conversion,
we are married to Christ, who is the bridegroom. And

as we put ourselves into His arms, moment by moment, He
will produce His fruit through us in the external world.
That's beautiful and overwhelming. Just as with the
natural bride who gives herself to her husband and puts
herself into his arms, there will be children born into =
a home. The bride can't just stand with the bridegroom
at the-wedding: ceremony. . She must give herself to him,
existentially, regularly and then children will be born
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to him through her body into the external world. As an
example, let us think of Mary and Christ's birth. When
Mary heard the annunciation, she did not say to the angel,
I won't give myself to God in order that the Messiah may
be borm. What would Joseph think? It would have been
reasonable to say that because we know that Joseph was
dindeed ‘later disturbed. 'On the other hand, she did not
says Now you've told me what is to happen. I can do it
on my own. Mary herself could no more bring forth that
baby than-any other girl can will a wvirgin birth. She
said the one thing she could say that could be right,

I am your servant. I give my body into your hands. Do
w1th itrasoyouswill, } This was an active passivity. She
was passive in that God brought forth the baby. But she
was not passive in her will. One can say it this way and
I .say it with great care, God would not have raped Mary.
She put herself into His handstand He was the one who
produced this marvel of the wvirgin birth. O0f course, the
virgin birth of Christ to Mary is totally unique, but it
canbe aprofound example to us. In a very different way,
the same situation holds with each of us as Christians.
If Irnwill put myself dinto-Christ!s arms moment by moment,
He will bring forth His fruit through me into this poor
external world; and if I'm not acting upon that, I am
sibEineRaEErhemchadaymofmustaiyti

J. Vernon McGee points out, "#ighasshesiathesbeliataatmani
expositors that our Lord gave this chapter in a discourse
down in the Valley of Kidron or on the side of the Mount

of Olives because we know that at that time, there was a
vineyard in that area which covered that Valley. We also
know that it was full mpon because it was the time of the
Passover. He may well have spoken these words as they
walked through the vineyard. It would have been an approp-
Tiate. place.'

Wilson points out, '"There is ammamkedmdisfferenceminmthe
discourse of Ghaptemmids and that of Gheptenmil. Onemwas
inside, the other outside. The theme of the former was
REDATIONSHIP;®that of fherlatter"RESPONSTIBTELTYE EirstuHdis
wonkmforpus);, secondpourpworkyforpHimg This is the method

of the Apostle Paul in his eplstles First, doctrine and
then devotion, @€haptemwids we are brought into the Sanctuarys

chapter 15; we go out in servic@iand testimony.
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Wiersbe points out, '"Life is your most precious possessi
Don't take it for granted. Right now, you are either wasting
Sour: kife, spending yeuwr life or investing yeur life., It is
you whe determines which course to follow. Jesus said,'The

thief comes only to steal and kill and destro I came that
they might have life and mlEEt Eave It aEﬁnEantlé.' The
ghiefy whe-is-hed -Ultimatety,; ol course, he“Is metan, the
enemy of God and of good. But the thief always has assistance
from people and circumstances, One man is yobbed of life
because of impati . He always jumps the gup only to find
that the gun is aimed at him. Another is robbed of abundant
lhife because-ef. gglfish indulpgence, foqd., sleep; sex, alcohol
you name it. Yes, there are many thieves that would 1Ike to
keep us from enjoying Christ's abundant life. Memories of
Past faglures,-fears of the fuytyre, a feeling that youtre

not important, and that nobody cares. How tragic going
tHrougE Iife and really not living. But abundant life can

be yours, inasmuch as you've got the vine and the branches.
desuscfhrist pointsaout five spiritual seerets -that lead

to abundant life. Riscosemtokemthesemfiremspimstuslwsechetcns
gtombearnt. slheysdosworky?

The five secrets of living are:
panmbhessseretroisiswing i ERUTTBEARTNG
" The secret of fruit bearing '"is ABIDING

smlhensecretsofsabidingeissoBEYING® — Give God Your will,

. The secret of obeying is LOVING =— " “ “‘_ﬂ—_;d'
ta {+ ’.y\ 1
©'The secret of loving is KNOWING = “ Iﬁl_h_:

You can see how these four elements work together with the
five secrets I have been sharing with you. The secret of
Living-is--frpit-bearing and.the secret of fruit besring

ks ablding.:Nhat 1s the seeret af sabiding? 1t is obeying.
Give: Godyrour-Wikls What is-the-secret of obheyingl It

is. leving, - Give God your HEART. What is the secret of
loving. Lt &s -knowing. Give Ged. your MINBs Ia.ethex

words, when you surrender heart,. pind and will te God each
da ou are able to gbide in Him_and draw Lpon Riritua
ower, When vo ield Him your bod Hecan work thrglioh
you to produce_the spiritua I that He wants you to
beal. nstead of being conformed to this world, you are

transformed by His power and you glorify His name.

‘} wlw-\ Qo S'uv-v-eulw Ml‘ Ltcr_a__{l- J_M_e__s;i eac.é ‘L‘/ To Kre QL\‘L,{“,I
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Johnston points out, '"One primary emphasis is that Jesus
is now instructing the eleven as to hﬂﬂﬂﬂ@&nministryewilk
‘continue in spite of His physicalmdeparture. There's
going to be @ﬁnew-relatlonshn' stowHimy and it is concerning
that new rel@ations g that He now instructs them. This
instruction rests upon the preceeding discourse which
exemplified love, trust and peace. Abiding is the topic
of the instruction now and is concerned with effective
service in light of Christ's departure. The questions

and answers are:

Now that you realize that I am leaving, how will
my ministry continue?

What are you,my disciplesy going to do?

Wecks points out, "In Chapter 14, Jesus sought to bring
comfort and confidence to His troubled disciples in the
face of His impending death and departure. Comfort comes
from knowing the believer will be in heaven in the
Father's presence with Jesus forever someday. Until then,
every believer may be confident in the midst of this world
because of Jesus' promise of His power in prayer, His presence
in the Spirit and His peace in the world. Now that Jesus
has told His disciples in chaptersidwabl=thateHeswillmdon
fonmtlieny in ciaptcEshliSRGultElerstressesEwliatEthewdiseipiles
dremtogdosforiHim® Beginning with an illustration 1in
Chapter 15:1-17, He teaches that the full enjoyment of
the believer's new relationship to Jesus Christ is conditional
on obedience to His new commandment to love other Christians.
Ehamfullnenjaymentwaf stehiemn Chrlstaan»blﬁe'comes g £ul{1111ng

g f . = G s

h@vewﬁgmrene another.”;

James Rosscup in his book Abiding in Christ says, "Why

does Christ refer to the vine and the branches? Perhaps

the. ¢ of wine caused Him to think this way as Christ
lookéﬁpdown at the cup during the last supper and took

His ebject lessen freom the fyuit of the vine, The second
possibility would be the closeness of the disciples, as

they are huddled together Tor the Passover meal. The other
possibility would be a branch in the window or a yine in

the moonlight as they are making their way down to Gethsemane;
or the vine on the temple gate. The other possibility would
be the prunlng fTres of Kidron.'
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Jesus says, He is the genuine vine, not a false one; and
His Father has the function of creating a climate for
maxinun preductivity fox the wvine, He is the tiller of
the sodl,

McGee points out, "These disciples had Jewish concepts and

their thought patterns had been governed by the 0l1d Testament.

He is telling them now that the nation Israel is not the

genuine vine and their identification with Jewish nation
‘and the Jewish religion is not the essential thing. 'TI
fam the genuine vine." The important thing now is for
EhepdisenpilesitonbegrelratedutondesusmGhristsy That was

gmrevolutionary. Our Lord used a marvelous figure of

k* mdﬁ

speech and Hegsmmdesbbsveryvrelegr-that-stis-net-your
identification with g religion or a ceremony or an
greanssstionmbbabessscasentlaben We are to be rdentified
with Christ, we are in Christ by the baptism of the

Holy Spirit the moment we trust Christ as our Saviour and
are born again as a child of God."

Watchman Nee in his book The Normal Christian Worker says,
""He has the resources to transform our characters even

as He transformed Peter's. He can deal with every type

of weakness that mars our lives and can so reconstitute

us that we become suited to His purpose."

keller in. his beok A Gardenexr Looks at the. Fruits eof the
Spirit says, 'Lastly use the three great words that spell
out growth in godliness:

Lo "ACKNOWLEDGE, Ohy, 'God you are very God.  You
know exactly what you are doing with me. It is
forEmmmbestrmmAllsesbismwedils:

\é¢4v’ ,? 2. “ACCEPT HTS MANAGEMENT. 'Herein lies peace and

pessssNoplengenllmresEs o esentiEouTs

“SP work dinrmy life. You are the good gardener.:

3. " APPROVE QF 'CHRIST"S ARRANGEMENT QF YOUR AEFAIRS.
It 1S your intention I should become fruitful. Under

your good hand, this will happen. Thanks for every-
thing.  This will turn pouting into praise, grumbling
dntorgaRtdeERialisEEhier eyt re e dsane ¥ the
energies of God, the Holy Spirit to move fully and
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freely  through:my:daily life.  ‘Herwill doexceeding:
more ~than 1 can ever ask or think. Eph. 3:19-21

. ; . : :
B v R et e ST e
il b bbbk b SUS Y hT@ACH boardng  Lruit, .
%#a.Lﬁ.GJfiHma;nE.J;uuuE?nE;.4I_-J£h£H=h=L-ﬁhﬂI-ﬂJidE&¥-

He speaks ef the negative first and then the pesitive,

gherbranches  thatiare-not ‘bearing frwit; Hetregts one

way and the branches that e“bearing frult He treats

another way. Himst of allQlithes, anchas.nﬁt ‘bearing

ofruit, He is taking away or 1if ST U

thx&hc beartingsSruitaHer wisy clean51ng or pruning them, -
And His purpose in this action is din order that they may
keep on-bearing fruit

Keller points out, '"We are identified and known by the
SORT of fruit, the QUANTITY of fruit and the QUALITY of
fruit born out in our ‘daily conversation, conduct and
chapactermenTherewisssnopgreaterncritenionfory Christiansy
It is the paramount gauge of God's people."

Lest the reader be discouraged, let it be said here again
that fruit preduetien in eur Christian experience just
as in an orchard or garden is not something that goes on
with great fanfare, noise or. theatrics. From the opening
of the first tiny bud -under the impulse of spring sun-
shine to the perfect ripening of the fully formed fruit
beneath late Indian summer skies in the fall, the whole
rocess goes on quietly, serenely and surely. It is the
tees owt
maturity and conformity to Christ., So gently, so gradually
does this divine work of the good gardener proceed that
Qk LoDy WEQUESSLVES 4 AL UDAWATrE, Of .the. changes eccuring
in-our.characters, aur -cenversation or our conduect. But
others around us are aware. They will notice the trans-
formation taking place and they will be aware of the
vipening fruits of the- Spivitin our: lives. And by this,
they will know this garden is coming under Christ's control,.

Wilson points out, "The Lord mentions three branches, each
with a deep spiritual meaning.

THE FRUITLESS BRANCH
THE FRUITFUL BRANCH

THE WITHERED BRANCH
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It should be emphasized here that the teaching has to
do- with fruit bearing and witness, It has nothing to

doswith Salvation and eternal security."

Wiersbe points out, ''These.then are some,of the .different
kinds ef fruit God wants us te bear in eur lives,

WITNESSING and WINNING SOULS
HOLINESS“OF LIEFE
CHARACTER
SHARING GOOD WORKS
PRATSE AND TESTIMONY
But-euy -Lord alse makes it clear that this fruit bearimg

is to be a continuous experience; EEEND, aowefnisy
and muchwfruits:"

The abiding Christian is not constantly dealing with bad
thimgsy «-He: isreften dealdng with goedythings. God told
Abrgham to leave his home and family. ut Abraham took
his’father along. The father had to_die before God could
continye His work in Abraham's life .A®But Abraham tgok his
nephe ot with him. Lot also had to be cut away.(WThen

‘$it was hEs s0 shmael whom_he fathered through Hagar and

then it was his beloved soﬂ@hsaac who was given to him by
the Lord, though God gave him back. Expect to be pruned
ifyouabide in Christh

BenoeofESuonumreZelise eatchrthegforesisformnsathe s iEElE
foxes that are ruining the vineyards while our vineyards

‘are in blossom."

Shulamith tells Selomen that it should be their common
commitment -te- cateh the fewes that are speiling the
vineyard ef theiyr relatienship just as it's beginming
to blessom and before it bears fruit.

The littke fTeoxes speil the vines, so watch for them and
kill them. -Name the sins, confess them and ask for God's
forgiveness. Never feed a little fox. He will grow up
and devour you., It takes diligence and dedication to
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hear Ervit for Godw - Ones we -become lazy and careless, We
cease to bear fruit. Solomon paints a meaningful picture
of this truth in GESESEISEZAESO=SSEN

AREtlErskeepanlEtersiunber® theplitveliemfoxes
that are ruining the vineyards.

Macauley points out, "As has often been pointed out, ghree
degrees of fruit bearing are hinted in this passage. In

the  terms Eruit , more fruit, mpch fruit; ip keeping with
the nd of our Lord's

pArable of the sower and the four seodils—in Mastthew 134

Before going further, we ought to inquire what is this
fruit we are to bear as branches of the vine. Speaking
negatively first, it is not church work. We must surely
affirm in all honesty that much activity going by that
name is not fruit but fungus. Fungus is a parasite and

so is much church work. It is not only foreign to  the
true purpose of the church but actually killing the church
in its testimony. Then too much legitimate and necessary
activity may be fungus because it springs from pride and
selfishness and ambition rather than from the Spirit of
SiESdiabhiiatalesiss The secarch light of the Holy Spirit
will reveal the true nature of all of our activities if

we allow Him to search. Dr. Torrey has told of the leading
soprano in his choir in Chicago, who being searched by the
tire of the Heoly Spivit conddssed that she had €ill that
time sung only for her own gratification and not for the
glory of God. And a minister acquaintance of mine made

a similar confession regarding his preaching. Fruit or
fungus?

Macauley points out, "It is a very interesting thing, a
remarkable thing that in this world God sometimes seems to
treat His best friends worst and He treated his own Son
worst of all. And so, when we have to pass through great
trials, deep waters and many sorrows, it is not an evidence
that He does not leve us, that He does net care for wus.

He loved His own Son, shall I say, if it were possible
more than He has ever loved Him when Jesus cried, 'My God,
My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?'

But oh, the precious fruit of His death of pain and
SOTTOW.

So like unto His birth

Which would no glory borrow

No majesty from earth.
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Wecks points out, 'Bruwitwissanythingsthatmissproducedubys i*“}#’
God in the liferof the believer, for the glory of Gods

This would include the fruit of the Spirit and all those
character qualities which are Christ-like. Fruit also

includes areas of Christian service and the winning of

souls. Such fruit bearing is the responsibility of each
believer because of his relationship to the vine, Jesus

CHEFrLet."

Van Doren points out, "Paradise has no trees that were
barren. Genesis 2:16. The tree drinks its life from the
air, light, heat and water."

(HeTpurgesior 'cleansesity? The explanation of so much that
is. painful -and severe-in the lite of the true Lhristian,

A reference to those divine judgments such as overtook the
disciples in the passion night. KiWhomwthenlord lovesy;

‘He chastens." Hebrews 12:6 "Not that God takes pleasure
inwafflictingy but He looks to the ends! Hebrews 12:10

God had one Son without sin, but none without sorrow.

Fo B. Meyer points out, ''Measure thy life by loss instead
of 'gain.  Not by the wine drunk but by the wine poured
fonthesmBorslovelsasitrengthustandethesinglovel sssacrafiace
and whoso suffers most has the most to give."

Mark 4:19 '"And the cares of this world and the deceltful—
ness of riches and the lusts of other things entering in,
choke the word and it becomes unfruitful."

The branch becomes unfruitful when one of two things has
~happened.

(D First, the Holy Spirit is grieved by sin or disobedience

?*ﬂc
@Sh&hb @ Or, the Holy Spirit- is quenched by our unwillingness

to surrender and to be submissive to Him.

What does it mean when it says the Lord is lifting up the
branch or taking away the branch not bearing fruit? I¥m

sure-this can be described as whatever action on the part
of “the Father that is necessary to restore the branch to

position of fruitfulness.
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This can involve God's threeg point program for recovery.
e ———

1. Stirring up the circumstances around us to
get a proper response.

2. Chastening from the hand of our loving Father

to g8T uS 0 respond. iHebrewsid2:ll -

3. Come on home in physical death. This is where
Christ blIows the whistle and pulls you out of the
game and shuts you down and brings you home in
physical death.

Thf one ‘{'[uy;? tho herd wauts Frou. our lwes 8 Fruf i

One writer pointed out that the Father's hand is never
closer to His child than when He is pruning him,
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existence inithe 'enormity of your universe. I do feel
your presence in this faith snatching situation, God.
Infeelryourrquiet prodding of trust me, trust me. Despair
is.presumptiousy-but:it-issso hard: to let go “and let God
when I've been used to leading instead of following.

Guy King in his book Brought In says, '"There must be
some purpose, some reason for God's allowing the knife
ef sukfeving to gperate in our livest Nothing ever
happens .haphazard in-a Christian's life: Wershall, I
think, not be far wrong if we stick to our 15th of John
and say with the second verse that the object is fruit
and in the same Verse, mere fruit and in yerse 8, much
fruit. And way on in verse 16, lasting fruit, that
your fruit should remain. And all this for the supreme
end, '"Herein is my Father glorified.' verse 8. We recall
the same thought in ES@iahi6lI3

'That they might be called trees of righteousness,
the pitangzinpmofathcpbbrdssthatalcsmighitibegsiorisfied: '

Are we as anxious to bear fruit for Him as He is to see
Aré we as Careful to avoid anything that would hinder

f-*at bearing as we ought to be? Every now and then,

Christians ask, Is it wrong for a Christian to do something,

to go somewhere? The answer might very well be, No,

not wrong in itself. But it would spoil the quality of

fruit. In which case, let it be cut out.,"

Stedman in his book Secrets of the Spirit says, "I
struggled for a while with this word 'prunes' because

in the Greek, it is really cleanses. It seemed to me
that cleansing away debris was a far cry from pruning
back the branches until I learned that in the usual
practice of viticulture, the care of vines, the branches
are pruned back each year in order to cleanse them. A
vine produces certain shoots called 'sucker shoots',
which start to grow where the branch joins the stem.

If alTowed to continue to grow, they would dissipate

the life of the vine through so many branches that the
vine would produce little or no fruit, but wouIa_Eroduce
leaves instead. So every vine- dresser knows it is
important to prune away these little sucker shoots in
order that the vine may produce more fruit. And since
these grow where the branch joins the stem, creating a
tight cluster where dirt, leaves and other debris collect,
the pruning is therefore a cleansing process. This is
what our Lord has in view. The Father's work is to find
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a branch which is beginning to bear fruit, beginning to
produce the likeness of Christ and to cut it back, trim

off the shoots, so that it may bear more fruit. You can
see what a beautiful analogy this is to the Christian
experience, for in our lives, we have that within us which
produces the fruit of the Spirit, We do not have to work
at it, we do not have to agonize and struggle to produce
these qualities or characteristics. They arebrought about
naturally by the vine. Did you ever see a bunch of grapes
struggling to hang on to the vine, trying to grow larger?
No, it simply stays on the vine and lets the life of the
vine produce the fruit,” Yet, when this starts, the Father
must trim back the branches. Uur evil fiature, our falleid
Adamic nature, produces in us those characteristics which
are different from the fruit of the Spirit--resentment,
anger, bitterness, selfishness, egocentricity, love of
praise--qualities which tend to arise within us so frequently.
The Father is at work to cut them off, to prune them back."

v, 3 WTP clean becayuse of the word ﬂhj:h |
BRAFZRTACTICRs Yol 950 B oo Wik 40XV NN

dmGomnthranswislplHaywmppthereforersthesempronisesssdeaTiyy
Beloved Tet us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
;the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

S asdimlnlOnaGaslil:

EphiesansSuZiny

Johnrddel0mG ekl ' Jesus isisaying ‘tohim, 'He who has been
bathed 1s mnot having need except to wash his feet, but 1s
‘completely clean; and you are Clzan but not all of o

For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason
fHe (AT s eliTE £ i Lo S SR b sl e S =2z b LA

v. 4 QBe.abiding.in Me _and L il ol List St b mhdadahk
Wh'lp 0 he hparing fruit from dtself —unless

it _keens on nhiﬂ’lng in _the vine so nejither can vou
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This verse beglns with the command to |
Me¥ and [Ch And then He glves an
Just as the branch s negatlvely not able t

SO He makes'the appllcatldn

‘The Lord Jesus is now going to give them the key to fruit-
gulness. ¢

Howis it possible for us te know that we're abiding in

H{@? There are three things that characterize the abldlng

llfe.

1 n t =

Mind = Dem&e thic s tohat e Weed +odo.

Ewotions = jde leweds You £ oawnk whakis best
Go (—'ov v ! C?'aut ot te l-{--u..

Guy King points out, '"We are on the word %in' again, our
pregnant preposition. Already, we have seen that we are

in the faith for salvation
@nythe family for life %
#inthe beok for assurance @
@nsshe body  for servicey

Now we remember that we are dm the VINE FOR FRUITFULNESS, »
not just on the vine as if a bunch of grapes were tied on
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but in the vine as a branch and fruit grow naturally
aut of it. Buch is,; from g still further aspect, the
believer's blessed situation.

Stedman points out, '"This is an extremely helpful passage.
Notice that our Lord divides it into two sections.

Ty
There is anfACTIVITY
\._,_'_______ﬁ -

"=;ind a passive voice., We are to ablde«ln Hlmﬁ

eh Somethlng we do. And~we areé to [Iet

le in” us) That is passive., Something we allow Hlm s

—do” f-.ﬂn these relationships are-absolutely essential.
Not one as opposed to the other, but both together."

ich is to be done and

L

/hatya: joy there- is, just. to know the rest, the relaxatiom

and-the :release from the responsibility by abiding in*Christs

Ve 5 el bRCrdedl oy Ol ECothc b anche s theone who 15,
.ah1r-'|1_n_g ineMeand T _dn him _this nn&mm_
-Fttn'r hpr‘.’—leP apart from Me ~vou

Christ says here, iSimthEmmmmesd In verse one He has said,

"WegamipEtire genulne vines'' You, the disciples are the branches.

He goes on to say, 'ThemonemwhomiswabidingmimyMevandslinmy
him, (which he has described as the secret to fruitfulness in
Verse 47\ gliicHchENSHIcEnrEchgtEnEtNlgEBaek in verse 2,
we had the bearing of fruit. Now we have the bearing of
much fruit and the reason given is because 'lapantpfnomgie,
‘you are not able to be doing anything." '

BunilsieEBmsn ht{in his book Revolution Now says, "We doinot

produce apart from Christ's strength any more than the
bpanchmprnodusesptrwistmapantsficomathenviness, [Itrsisuithenlifes
giving sap that flows up from the roots through the vine,

the overflow of the wvine's life that produces the fruit.
SopentmissrnmtiresbifenofathenbealicvenssrhtedismthiesHolspaSpanist
working through the vine which is Jesus Christ, overflowing
into the branches, Christians producing the fruit. I have
ReveateduanyonentonGhristaimpnynilsfemmlsneve nushaddsamalherels
nothlng of - which I can boast.y = I have been an instrument
through whom the Spirit of God has drawn thousands to Himself.



Stephen Alford points out in his book 1'll Take the High:Road
”God pleases to operate when we stand with eyes clear to

see hi.s-wvisien, ears clear to hear his veoice, and hearts-
clear to know HlS FEOEOT "'

Annie Johnson Flint has a poem called*The Pruned Branch.'

Bbdspthesboanehs that. beaxs the. fruit that feels-
theqwknite.
To. prune- it for a larger growth and fuller life.

Though every budding twig be lopped and every grace
Of r swaying -tendril -springing leat be lost & . space,
Oh, thou whose life of joy seems reft of beauty shorn
Whose aspirations lie in dust all bruised and torn.

Rejoice,though each desire, each dream, each hope
gfsthine

Shall fall and fade, it is the hand of love divine

That holds the knife,that cuts and breaks with
tenderest touch.

That thou,whose life has born some fruit, may now
bear much.
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J. Hudson Taylor said, '"Christians in whom these dispositions

gre once firmly €ixed go o calmly as the infant born in
Gheparnseefnitemnaelie®® Christ reminds them of every duty
1n its time and place; reproves them for every error; coun-
sels them i1n every difficulty; excites them to every
needful activity, in spiritual as in temporal matters

they take no thought for the morrow, for they know that
Christ will be as accessible tomorrow as today and that
time imposes no barrier on His love. Their hepe and trust
rests solely on what He is willing and able to do for

them and nothing that they suppose themselves able and
willing to do for Him. Their talisman for every temp-
tation and sorrow is their oft repeated childlike surrender
pf their whole being to Him."“

Butler points out, '"We might logically ask the question,
What does it mean to abide? Perhaps this illustration
will be helpful. The sun in the sky says to the little
garth planet, Abide in me, Resist the temptatien to £ly
into space. Remain in the solar sphere and I will abide
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in thy vegetation and all living things. Abide in me
says the ocean to the bay. Keep thy channel unsilted
and open and twice in every 24 hours I will pour my
fulness up to thy farthest shore. Abide in me, says
the air to the lung, that I may administer oxygen to
thy cells. Abilde in me, says the artist to the novice,
that my skills shall be yours. Abide in me, says the
Thomas Edison to the young Faraday, the preacher to the
student. Abide in me says the vine to its branch and

I will supply you with 1life and fruit and purpose and
joy and contentment. Did you realize how indispensable
Jesus is to your life? Other things and people seem

so important, but only Christ is indispensable. This
1s graphically illustrated by the following words entitled
"In This World No Man is Necessary."

"In this world no man is necessary. There are many men
who if they were taken away would be missed; but there
is no man but what we may say of him, as useful and
valuable as he may be, that we cannot do without him.

It is a truth we do not like to admit. We like to
believe that things would not go on exactly the same
without us. But this world has only seen one being,
Christ himself, who could say that it was absolutely
impossible to go on when separated from Him. The 1little
child believed when his mother died that without her,

he could do nothing. But now the child, a grown busy
man, hardly seems even ever to remember at all, her whom
the heart-broken child missed so sorely. And the mother,
when her little one is called to go, may believe without
that little one, she can do nothing. But time brings
its wonderful easing and though not forgetting, she

gets on much as before. And it's the same way in every
other earthly relation, The husband comes to do without
his dead wife and the wife can do without her departed
husband. The congregation that missed their minister for
a while, comes at length to gather Sunday after Sunday
with little thought of the voice that once was pleasant
for them to hear. The state comes to do without its
departed hero, and we learn in a hundred ways that no
human being is absolutely necessary to any other human
being. We may indeed, miss our absent friends, sadly
and long. But we shall come at last to do without them.
Man's greatest need and indispensable need is Christ.
Without Me, says Christ, you can do nothing."
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Christ is alive, adequate and available to live in us
and to produce the fruit through us.

Johnston points out, "Themwordmtabidinglsmaysbendefined
as drawing one's total life sustenance from Christ. He
& iciently supplies all that is needed in power for

amcifectivesminestrysti

Van Doren points out, "Thewbranchrapartifrom the vinerhas
notronly no fruitfulness; but no being; for+ it has mno
clgrnglmsoneewofilifesr Thembranchwofrtsedsfamismlcisfes
less and only fulfills its functions by connection with
themwvinew»® From the vine flows the vital sap to every
part. All the parts live, move and have their being

from and by the vine. The vine receives nothing from

the branches but gives them all. The believer apart

from Christ has not source of life and fruitfulness,
nothing without Him; everything in connection with Him."

Boice points out, "Wheniour Lord says, 'abide in me', he's
talking about the will, the choices, the decisions we make.
We must decide to do things which expose ourselves to

Him and keep ourselves in contact with Him. This is

what it means to abide in Him. We have beenplaced in
Christ by the Holy Spirit. Now we must choose to maintain
that relationship by the decisions we make. Decisions to
expose ourselves to His word in order to learn about Him,
and to relate to Him in prayer wherein we converse with
HIm. Decisions to relate to other believers in body life
experiences, that is bearing oneé zneother's burdeis and
confessing our faults and sharing in fellowship with one
another, wherein we learn about and see Christ in one
another. All of this is designed to relate to Him, 'abide
in Me." If we do that, we dare fulfilling this active,
necessary decision of the will to obey His word, to do
what He says and to stay in touch with Him."

S uwim Ay (2 € —=m To lyewe =l

v. 6 Jfeanvoneis.not abiding in me. he is throun auay.,

Lhen.and thev are throwing L he . e
Al S S DU D O
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The Verse beglns with the words, 'j

me This: “believer who"1
Submit YREEL ﬁe@m&%ﬁdﬁw.]alﬁ@@“@@ Lig W

when this happens, the Lord graphlcally descrlbes it

=

And

y oF
'@ in five ways:

/ They are gathering them. I take this as

i/ They are throwing them into the fire.

‘pg& 0sLovett points out, "This discussion has to do with abiding,

not salvation; If there is no abiding, there is no fruit-
bearing. Non-productive Christians are cut off. If not
from salvation, what then? From intimacy with Christ and
oW the entire operation of the vine. The Lord put it to
Peter just like that when he refused to allow Him to wash

W& o his feet, It is impossible to enjoy close fellowship with
n

d‘mb Christ and to be disobedient. Many today are churchy, but

few are involved in the thrills of fruit bearing. They are
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) not abiding, hence they are cut off from the whole purpose
of the vine. Not only do they forfeit the great adventure
! 4 of their own faith, but they will be sorry when they stand
M“l’ before Him and the judgment. Thernen=productiverChristian
{; A willoregret-his wasted 1life:when he sees his works gocup
L insSnokem e aspileofadnredyowtmewtEingsy'

woA
P(ghw/ 3T Tarn , Trust, Thae k.

- To be abiding in Christ is an experience of continually
v | learning -how  -teturn. eyer -to-pur Lord the complete
{er control of our lives, and to trust Him to do His good
o\ work and to work all things together for good; and to
thank Him for the blessings.He bestows. LL is when we
failytey turnoltsaver 4o Hims &0 trust dim afd o Thank
o —————a g o I =
Him for what He is doing that we are no longer abilding
in Him.

1 they wandered for forty
he Wllderness, never enterlng*lnto et

xh@évy 1aden and Towills ‘give you rest Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart and you shall flnd rest for your souls. For

my yoke is easy and my load is 11ght '

v. 7 Jivou.arc.ablding in ne.and.ny.uords. arc.ablding.,

In the first part of the verse, we have the conditions
stated and then the prayer promise is given in the latter
part of the verse. In the first part, it says, GH
arepabidinginmme!, that is,in fellowshlp with the Lord,
tand his words are abldlng impyou" that is,His words were
found and you did eat them;and His words are the joy

and rejoicing of your heart and you are meditating in

His word day and night; and you are being careful to ob-
Serve--all-that is written-therein, ithen His.woxrd is abiding
in you. The promise is given, Yask whatever you are desiring
and it will become yours.'



(21)

Psalm 37:4 '"Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give
you the desires of your heart."

Hannah Hurnard has a beautiful thought in The Mountain of
Spices when she says, "We will plant it again and make it
og greater fruitfulness than would otherwise have been

possible, for the ashes are making the soil still more .
fertile and are preparing it for resurrection life, 'i;>

What she is saying is that after the burning, there is
d potential of greater fruitfulness. ; < "
t};(:‘+ziesg§deyn}3“c ‘fﬁﬂ.{c", ks i %’FSI:?J pC;J—c‘EqJ;lg:J c,Sf- CGTrée #Wﬁ'u,'ff-u/mc".u 55
ZPe 412,013
The Lord goes on to say, 'if you are abiding in me and my
words are abiding in you, ask whatever you are desiring
and it will become yours.'

The word translated 'codontinue' in John 8:31 is the same
word that is in John 15:7 translated 'abide'. There

Christ said, 'if you abide in me and my words abide in

you, you shall ask what you will and it shall be done

unto you.' What is it to abide in Him and have His word
abide in us? The word 'abide' has in it the idea of
drawing from something that which sustains life. The
plant is abiding in the ground when it is so related to

its environment, the ground,that it is drawing from the
ground, that which nurtures and sustains the life of the
plant. The fish is abiding in the sea, not when it is
afloat upside down in the ocean, but when it is so related
to 1ts environment that it 1s drawing from that environment
sustenance for life. The bird is abiding in the air when
it is drawing from its environment that which sustains its
peculiar kind of life. [ihenetheremissanhrasloshetmesnmutbat
living thing and its environment so that it is not being
sustained by it, it 1s no longer abiding. A believer is
abiding in Christ when his life is being nurtured and
sustained by Jesus Christ. Ambelievermissmabidingmimetires
then he is drawing from the word that which sustains
e, that which controls his thinking, that which

_ ISurSpeechythatahichycontnolsyhiswastionsyathats
determines his goals in life and his habits. When.

~area and phase of his life:is controlled by the word
f- God; the individual is living in the word or abiding in
the word, or dwelling or continuing in the word.

Wiersbe points out, '"Your Father wants to answer prayer.
If you are abiding in Christ and if His word abides in
you, then you will pray in His will and He will answer.
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Mnd this is the confidence which we have before Him,
that g ‘we ask anythlng according to His will, He hears

‘u';r l John 5 14 It has well been sald that,f'”;erwls‘t

| It i not overcomlng God‘s reluctance
‘Taying h@l@-ef God's willingness."

'}
Barnhouse points out, "If we are abiding in Him, we shall
not have the throne of our hearts occupied by idols. We
shall not ask amiss for our own pleasures. We shall be
in the will of God and shall know what it is to have a life
of prayer power.

Holy Spirit, truth divine
Dwellowithin this heart of mine.
Cast down every idol throne,
Reign supreme and reign alone.

Van Doren points out, "OftenywalsoysHentakesufromsusmthe w
desire of our hearts that He may bestow upon us far greater
mercies."

ve 8 Jlpthis vy EBather ds clorified that vou axe bearing

Heregischow thesFathervis elovified. Heddseslorified.
by much fruit being born in our lives. The result,
"So shall you become my disciples."

Van Doren points out, '"'The one aim of our Lord's life was
to glorify His Father. This was the' aéfiﬁéf”befofe'ﬁlm;
for which He endured the cross, despising the shame.
Hebrews 12:2. The Father is eternally glorified in the
work of the Son and in all the blessings to mankind hence
accruing. The first object to be accomplished by granting
the disciples prayer is the glorification of the Father."

Thesultimatevobjectivewof sthe Father for our livesiis to
‘bear much fruit.

V. 9 GJdustedsethefather loved me I _also loved vou. abide
m
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Ghrist sis-saying. that the-Father's leve fer Him was the
kind .ot - love.that -He had £or use . Lt ds the sane Love,
And then He gives us a command, '"dbideminsmymlkoves

Immedlately, we ask ourselves the questlon How is this
; sherefuilsfislked? Eebolstemowiteerssonrimsthes

with Him on a daily basis by submitting
and surrendering to His direction in our lives.

Bis PAITHFULNESS "If any man will come after me, let
hi Fand takeup his eross daily and

fallow me." Hanging in there with an obedient
heart;

g EREET whichyds the result of “the Spirit's
aetivity in eur liwes producimgrity

g says, '""Were there no trial of faith and
hope could faith or hope or love be exercised
and strengthened? \ But when Christ left us in the world,

He gave us this comfort. 'As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. ¥Youtinuewinmmysloves ' Eorncircumstances
will arise to lead you to question my love. You will
oftentimes feel alone, deserted, utterly weak, apparently
forgotten. Oh, remember that my eyes are always on you,

my heart: always with you, my arms always around you. Trust -
srzilimrneresshopemsirlssimsmesesleeang ot e VeT
leave you or forsake you."

Dout+ led Awﬂi&«ﬁoflﬂfec} Love 110 Felabiomship . .,

James 1:12 "Blessed is a man who perseveres (G haKa g it o s i gk b &
once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of sigies
Wthh the Lord has promlsed to those who love Himi."

v, 10 If yvou keen my commandments ~vou will abide Sn my Jlove:

Joan abidino dn His Jove

The key to abiding in His love 1s obedience.
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* ne is reminded of the o gentleman who sings on the

u‘ 0 i inded of th 1d 1 h i h
gg Praise album, ”ghg Longer 1 Seryve Himy the Swester He
\ Grows''. As we dre submissive to Hls w111 and obedient to
%‘*¢ #1s word, the more deeply do we experience the love of
Christ in our relationship with Him.

Wiersbe points out, ''‘ObediencegmeleasesypowenswpWhen the
scientist obeys the lawswofwsecience built into nature by
&, God, then he can release power. The farmer who obeys the
‘Dtﬂ L&ws ofwgrowtly will release power and produce fruit. And

\5 when we disobey these laws, the power that is released will
%%\ destroy us and not help us. Disobey the hawsmthatwmgowern
ebeotnieitys and you may kill yourself and others. Obey
them and you will abide. But obeying is one of the most
difficult things in the world. There is something perverse
and selfish in our very nature that tells it, Do it your
own way, don't bow down to anybody else. We inherited the
stubborness from our first parents and they got it by
listening to Satan."

It is a fundamental law of the universe, ordained of God
thatwobediencemkeadswtomabiding. The person who obeys the
laws of health will abide in health. The farmer who obeys

) the laws of nature will abide and enjoy the fruits of his

i labor. The scientist who obeys the laws of science will
abide and be able to accomplish things. God has written
certain laws and principles into this world and we cannot
disobey them without suffering.

Too many Christians settle for an intellectual experience.
They study the Bible, learn facts and definitions and try

to explain doctrines, but they never obey what God tells
them. Other believers have only an emotional experience.
They tify to geénerate and cultivate Spiritual feelings that
help them enjoy the Lord. While sincere emotion is certainly
a part of the Christian life, it is not the only part. We
must realize that the will is the center of the Christian
life., We obey God, not because we feel like it, but because
it is the right thing to do and we should graduate from
obeying because we have to into obeying because we want to.

Lovett points out, "Here is a warning for obedience. If they
wish to continue in a real love fellowship with Jesus, they
will have to obey Him. The commandments of Jesus include

all the precepts, warnings, promises and instructions He

has given for the regulation of our lives. To abide in a



(25)

love fellowship with Him, these must be taken to heart,
The Lord wants heart obedience, a joyous submission to

His word. Love obedience is not conformity to a set of
rules, it is given because a man wants to, not because he
has to. A different Greek word expresses the obedience of
a slave to a ruler. Jesus doesn't want that kind. Our
obedience to Him is to be like His to his Father, loving,
voluntary and hearty. "

Johnston points out, "This is the normal relation of the
branches to one another which has as its condition the
normal relation of each one to the vine. Earlier, in

v. 9, Christ commanded the disciples to abide in His love.
His love is the source of the love they will show to others.
In v. 10, the Lord relates how they can abide in His love
by obedience to His commandments. Christ is the supreme
example of obedience as He kept the Father's commandments.,
As faith leads to abiding, so abiding leads to obedience.

Van Doren points out, "Fidelity is proved by obedience in
little things as well as in the great. The keeping does not
originate love, love yields obedience. And obedience opens
up greater glories to the soul. Love produces obedience

) and obedience-love; for in keeping His commandments there
is great reward."

v. 11 These thinos I have spoken to vou. in order that the

Jov which dis mine may be in _vou, and vour Jjoy mavy
be made full

These things!' refers back to the first ten verses of this
I5thrchapter: His purpose in speaking these things to
them was "in order that the joy which is His may be in
them, and then that their joy may be made full.'

doysssthentlagsthated idesswhensthevkingaissinrresidencei:

{1 John 1:4)“And these things we write so that our/joy
may pe made complete." —t

The ultimate evidence of a life walking in fellowship with
the Father is a joy which has been made full,
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and future anticipation.

I thipk.it is altogether significant

doyodsathe evidence.of present blessing and fulfillment

that these words are

spoken just a few hours before the €r088+ 4t .helps.us see

tion.,

{(Romans"83 18 "For T consider  that the

'ﬁhét is to be revealed to us."

" \that the joy--af-the Lerd is not .dependent upon outward
~circumstances. It might be goxy now, but-it's going to
/" be glory later, and so we're filled with joyful expecta-

sufferings of "this

present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory

Pt S S e s e N t e Eroa bl esiswhichisare

really so transitory are winning for

us a permanent,

glorious and solid reward, out of all proportion to our
pasmnEpEonnwerarenlgokingratirthertimeyrnotiat ithe

visible things, but at the invisible.

The wvisible

things are transitory. It is the invisible things

‘that are really permanent,"

Wiersbe points out, "The first symptom of backsliding
grnetvabiding in Christ is a leoss of joyi When David

sinned and tried to hide it from God,

he ceased to sing

and pralse the Lord. 'Whenwh kept'silent about my sin,

sted away through my groaning all the day long.
When David flnally confessed his sin, he
REStoTertormertheyjoyrofsthyssakvationz® Psalm

51 12 Splrltual joy is the result of abiding in Christ.,
Loss of that joy is an evidence that we are not abiding

in Christ. The only way to restore that communion and
the resulting joy is through confessiomn,"

Tasker points out, "The words translated, 'that my joy
might remain in you and that your joy might be full'

probably means that you may continue
I already possess. That is, the joy
loving service, and so find your own
They could also mean that I may have
that because of this your joy may be

to share the joy
that accompanies
joy completed.
joy in you, and
complete:"
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Van Doren points out, "Strange to find Him speaking of His
joy at this moment, when on His way to Gethsemane and the
cross. His joy arose from the consciousness of His love
to the Father and the Father's love to Him and was so
deeply seated in His soul, that outward circumstances
however appalling could not disturb it. Similarly, His
people, conscious of His love for them and theirs to Him
can rejoice evermore. The brightness of that joy 1lit

up the darkest hours of His life; and He wills that it
shall light up ours. No sorrow can overcome this joy,
for'it is the joy of Jehovah and it is our strength,
Nehemiah 8:10,"

Boice points out, ''When joy linked to fruitfulness, love
and wobedience’ is found in the life of a Christian, all
can see it and know that the source is divine. We can
never produce these things. We cannot produce the
Spirit's fruit. We cannot produce love. We cannot
produce joy; but Jesus can do it as we¢ abide in Him."

houve — ashedilenes —= Fru/t = oy

It is John Powell who said "But the waters of pleasure
are always bright on the surface, but sadly only one
inch deep. We always come up with sand in our mouths."

‘1 Thessalonlans AL Vi bt ey A U ] o ol e dlo} 0 B s hope o zkeh (ohs
atIon e sEEtunoEreyen yousinmthe

presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? For you are
our glory and and ey

Who can measure the joy of abiding in Christ? And out
of that fellowship seeing the Spirit of God produce joy
within us. And then the joy of fulfillment in seeing
fruit born through our lives and reaching others with
the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is what Christ is
speaking about here. He has said these things to them
so that the joy which is Christ's in fulfilling the
Father s will would be our joy; and that it would be

: full, eIewouldwsaysthiswjoyinvolves:the

1L FELLOWSHIP .} The Lord will produce a:joy within
us as we walk in close oneness and fellowship with
Him,

| @ FAITHFULNESS;lThe more consistent we are in
our wa with Him; the more joy is in evidence.,
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Thejoy of  just seeing others come
ist through our life and witness.

SHINC Wirstsramthrnlfsstosbezabicistorssaymysl
EeiplrtieRgcodafiiphaiattsmrichsdethoncomssegmmimkent
thiepfaitivpaienceforthywtheremisrancrown ot arighteouss
ness laid up for me.

5 Torthink of ‘the fantastic future that is
invstore forreach ofrusdnrour Father's house should
bring great joy to our hearts.

Ve 12 IS Sl COMMADANEN e LD Ol POl Ol GO B
BRLTeR S ST=E ST TESE - E-S M HoR1A-Ys MR /e T

John 13:34 & 35 "A new commandment I am giving to you,
that you should be continually loving one another even
as I loved you, that you also be loving one another.
In this way all will know that you are my disciples, if
you are having love for one another."

The measure of this love which He is commanding here
agaln s dlds ckovwes « JEnoverse-di of shys ¥5th -chapter;
we're going to read again, "This I am commanding you
that you should be loving one another."

\@ you might have missed it the first time, but I'm

$§/f4 eo17lg to emphasize it again, that love is a part of the
abiding life,
—_— T

P L i S N
ENERse ll,kif‘ii_igzxand in verse lz,Kiiriihigve./jj

Throughout this love story, we see the Lord constantly
returning to this key facet, this key ingredient to our
relationship Wlth Him and our relationship to each other.

Thus far in o1 fudy; werhave seenwz :
LOVE SERVING) as Christ washed the disciples feet.

LOVE HURT &s Judas betrays our Lord.

LOVE COMMUNICATING{as Christ patiently answers the
O 0 5 tollowerss.

And Nnow we see:

LOVE IN UNION,)\ and out of this union, the Spirit of
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God ,produces the fruit of His presence which is
love, joy, peace and all the other manifestations
ofcGalatians 5922 § 235.

C,l@qs«e, 4—1«4 San o F'wamclcvr 40 wove Fe +L-..S Manda J-c on}"agafc s Lope,,_

v. 13

'a“ dasm hie 1 ife np fmballt of Biz fediondc

The intensity and extent of love is revealed by how far
Srit will go in. the giving ef itself for the one which is
loved.

I reveal the depth of my love by my willingness to sacrifice
4( andytorbe spents

Paul could say, "[Ifimyplifenbenpouredyocutiasya drink
AK‘gﬁfering_upon_the‘sacrifice 110 0 b S A0 T A (OF Ty QN i B L T
T Tieh /2 e aioiy ol Mool i sl o iy dolu Bt W I

Someone has said that sacrifice is the sheer ecstasy of
giving the best we have to the one we love the most.

Ephesians 5:25 "Husbands, love your wives just as Christ
also loved the church and gave himself up for her."

Modern manifestations know very little of sacrifice. 1
Renld-say 1f you were to try te characterize the love
that is demonstrated between men and women and between
friends in our generation, is we are plagued more by
Selfishness than we are by sacrifice.

It is well described in duhnEierrenliensony, 'Seesorsmciay
gehewHeartis

0f course, we have our differences,
You shouldn't be surprised.

It's as natural as changes

fn:the seasons and the skies.

Sometimes we grow together
Sometimes we drift apart.

A wiser man than I might

Know the seasons of the heart.
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And I'm walking here beside you = g ‘
In the early evening chill, ")Qifl//’, <’
A thing we always loved to do ‘Lﬁvj\ %“QM*
I know we always will. Qe _}hpyg_
We have so much in common, B 5 o gyﬁ«*Y
So many things we share Ao 9° s
That I can't believe my heart B g ' ,
When it implies that you're not there. L s
e A
Love is why I came here in the first place N P \thk'
Love is now the reason I must go. 7 o
roxe is all I ever hoped to find here. o ﬂﬂ7
Love is still the only dream I know. sl o o

80 LI don't know how to tell you.
RtrssditEreult tossays

I never in my wildest dreams
Imagined it this way.

¥ LU S
Sometimes I just don't know you. P l.s aue mye
There's a stranger in our home. *ja,. —

Wh 1 3 " : 1EVée N
en-I'm lying right beside you saev! \ G
Is when I'm most alone. ® N S ¥ evving
And I think my heart is broken. @ } o.K-"‘"".lH“?es

There's an emptiness inside. @ 9 CisabhTY

8o many things I've longed for S wrve ey’ =,
Have so often been denied, @ * iad You F¥e
S§till, I wouldn't try to change you, @ se,guw"t“\
There's no one that's to blame, saiﬁjvmea
It's just some things that mean so much GD

fhat we just don't feel the same. A

ldM{o §emcl Toven Tears Seewae

1 John 3:16 "We are knowing love by this, that He laid - |ew hajﬁfl
down His 1ife for us and we ought to lay down our lives
Eonsshesbrerhiveny "

Egphmrsmldaisarlerchiddrenetiusnmeraloveswrthivords
or with tongue but in 'deed and truth.,"

It is awfully easy to say I love you with words and to
speak-those words with thestongue. - But -God'!s kind q£‘love
ig seen in deeds and truth, that is, actions and atfitudés
of the heart that are transparent in its motives.
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imisncsinmsovenniarrisssosimmemessly The apostle Paul says,
" Ecoumtediailatiiingspbutskosspuforitherexcellency jofiothe
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.' And this involves
even the willingness to give of one's life,

Van Doren points out, "dhemselfssacmificingnelemenntaing

‘His love is the point upon which He would fix their minds."

it's been quite obvious that{their love _
e e e e o e e G (e PR B e n B In=thé~upper=room,
fﬁéy wouldn't wash feet. Judas has already gone on his
way to hurt that love by perpetrating his betrayal. And
insall-of their - questions they're only asking the Lord to
give-of -Himself further in satisfying their need for
information. ~So, the sacrificial element of love hasn't
been. demonstrated yet by these men.

In this passage

Thejayret dt all ds that ultimately, they' il ecatch this
and will even sacrifice their lives and be spent for the
glory of God demonstrating this love in the remainder of
their biographies.

It is WJJohn Powell who wrote, 'Under every crucifix depicting
the Lord with His heart open and his hands stretched out as
if to embrace all the weak and the wounded of this world,
there should be a caption readlng, This, is what I mean when
I say L I love you;"

i
But He would die, as He has léved, unconditionally loving.

What a demonstration of unconditional and eternal love is

‘about to be manifest to these men in just a few hours as

He hangs upon a cross and gives His life for the salvation
of mankind.

Michael Harper in his book The Love Affair says, '"Returning
to what Jesus said in John 15:13 about laying down our lives
for our friends, we need to see that here, too, Jesus 1is
speaking in the context of a love which is obedient. In

the very next verse, Jesus said, 'You are my friends, 1if

you do what I command you.' Earlier in the same discourse,
Jesus had said, 'If you love me, you will keep my command-
ments.' And 'If a man loves me, he will keep my word.
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So, true love issues in an obedience to God. If that
obedience calls for the supreme sacrifice, the laying
down of our life, then that will be the most loving
thing we can possibly.do., For there's nothing greater
that we can give than our life, or do than to lay it
down in sacrifice. But sacrifice itself, without an
obedience which springs from love, is as Paul says in
1. Corinthians 13 'useless',."

v. 14 YoU are e fricnds it ayol keen on doing sbhat .l
20 MaTeh ¥ RaTe ik s oA 4010 Y

It is interesting that our Lord speaks of obedience as

the foundation for abiding in His love and that if the

obedience involves sacrifice, we would be willing to do
that., Out of obedience flows the loving heart.

The Lord Jesus in these verses provides for us a frame-
work for fellowship. It will be evident by joy and by
love and by obedience.

v. 15 No longer am J calling vollSlaves. ReCalstathoslaic.
: e b e
deard fron e father. [ nade Known 1o YOl

The reason He is no longer calling them slaves is because
a slave negatively is not knowing what his master is doing.
But by contrast, yeu I bhave called. friends.. He has
sentiened this werd: !friends! -back sn verse 13 -'vhew you
lay down your life on behalf of your friends' and in

verse l4. 'you are my friends if you keep on doing what

I am commanding you. And now in verse 15 he says,

YO are” net  slavesy-butfriewnds; and the weason is because
all things which I heard from my Father, I made known to
you.

It is James Grindley Small who gives us the following
poem:
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I've found a friend, oh such a friend
He loved me 'ere I knew Him.

He drew me with the cords of love

And thus He bound me to Him.

And round my heart still closely twine
Those ties which naught can sever

BFor I am His and He is mine

Forever and forever.

v, 16

el Reoxder that vou micht kKeep on going.and.kKecn..on

‘Here in this concluding verse in our section on Love In
vr Union, Christ says negatively, Noundidnnotnchooseymens
But by contrast, EIESENOUS And not only did I choose
dﬂ\ you, but (I app01nted yourand my purpose in mind was in
order that you might keep on going and keep on bearing
fruit; and that your fruit might keep on remaining. And
) the purpose for this is in order that whatever you might
ask the Father in my name, He may give to you.

J. Vernon McGee points out, "Now notice 'you have not
chosen me but I have chosen you.' A great many people
do not like the doctrine of election but it is wonderful
and practical. Many a discouraged Christian has cast
himself on the Lord saying, Lord, you called me and
chose me and I am your child. Dr. G, Campbell Morgan
said, 'He chos¢ me, therefore I am His responsibility.'
ek s trust.? -

reacher who had been converted late in life had
y-of stealing before he was saved After he

.atlan he passed a hen house on hls way home from
eane»nlght It was a great temptation for him, but
_h\ stopped and prayed, 'Lord, your property is in danger
and I don't mean the chlckens.\ ~It's wonderful to call
upen ielvesbordalikenthat:
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Stedman points out, "Isn't it interesting that the ones
whom Jesus healed would not stand with him through the
test of the cross, but that when His disciples went out
and preached in the power of the Spirit, they won converts
by the thousands all across the length and breadth of the
Roman Empire? Whenwthewtesting came;these men and women
won by the preaching of these disciples, were willing to
facem bionsptowendurestortureymtorbempulledrapartwoniithe
rack; torbe bound up @n skin bags and thrown into the
sea; to be burned as living torches, to be mangled and
mashed and twisted and torn apart rather than to deny
Jesusy 'Yourpfruitewillpremadny! Those are the greater
miracles, aren't they? Anything done to the spirit of
man is permanent, but that which is done to the flesh

is merely temporary. All those whom Jesus healed or
raised from the dead, died again."

CONCLUSION

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular study?

LESS0N #1 1t d5 the . functien of the Father to creats .a
climate for maximum productivity.

LESSON #2 The Father's hand is never closer to His child
than when He is pruning him.

LESSON #3 The branch has one purpose and that is to bear
fruit,

LESSON #4 The Father is glorified when we are bearing
mich -Lxudt,

LESSON #5 Love, joy and obedience are evidences of abiding
il Christs

EBSSON- #6-Christ's jeoy is independent of extermal circum-
sSitanecesSs

L,pggawﬂ'7‘§’uv|/eu¢le/ 4 Su]am:.'wv'm Ave #:1 Kﬂ,_c .L.g
Alordits .
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One poet wrote the following piece called "He Chose You."

He chose you not to bitter tears,
Though dark your life may seem.
He chose you not to foolish fears,
And mot to sit and dream:
He chose you in his loving grace,
(i1 o) e 101 W e AP 1A 5 2 0 e
To show upon a smiling face
What God can do with dust.





