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(TOPIC 
I 

Cowboy Poetry 

I) 

) 

I REF# I TEXT 

506-06 

'Sell out' was the bottom line. 

J':P<5know why you did it. Too well I know. 
To protect Mother and me. 

I love the ranch, but this ranch is nothin' 
Compared to you, don't you see. 

You were my rock. You always have been. 
In my mind you hung the moon 

And now when I need you the most, you're gone, 
Oh, Daddy, you died too soop. '(, ..f- an> M"' s-s t:!! l3n4l. 

38 (~.f- M ~ M~~P.::..-s.h .'1"> <:_a..--cT 17 e,;)......; '1~' 'a -f- 1~ p . Ante r1 c CJ.AA .~ ssac~t~ 
0 F R ~ +. I ~ ~ F-e. \r~~ :J ~ 

AARP! I A- Y) 1 ~a.1 A Q ~ ,' J <"" t- f<.e C! c:·1v '2 rt P V. .f. l"o ' 

Of late there's been a modest debate 
involving the wearing of fur. 

There's some even swears anybody who wears 
is flawed in their character. 

Yet others will fight to maintain their right 
to wear what they dang well please 
But the answer lies in a compromise I 

that sets both minds at ease. 

Imagine two friends at opposite ends 
who meet and do lunch once a week. 

Their friendship is tried when they gather outside I 
a Beverly Hills boutique, 

"Sylvia, oh my soul, is that a mink stole? 
Please tell me it's fake from Goodwill!" 

''Yes, Babs, it is mink, but it's not what you think, 
Because ... it's designer roadkill!" 

Oh, sure, you scoff, but don't blow it off 
It's the wisdom of Solomon's voice. 

The perfect solution, it grants absolution 
Yet leaves the owner Pro Choice! 

But wisdom so pure should forever endure 
And percolate into your soul 

So I'm the head jack of the Animal Ac­
Cident Recovery Patrol! 

The AARP!, which is Larry and me, 
Is on the road every night 

• 
I 

I 

To gently remind you that mess left behind you 
I 

" 
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(Cowboy Standard Time by Baxter Black) Denver, CO: Coyote Cowboy Company I Record 
Stockman Press. Copyright- Baxter Black, 1990. 

(TOPIC 

( ) 

Cowboy Poetry 

I REF# I TEXT 

506-07 

Is more than a buzzard's delight! 
Carry a trowel for mammal or fow 1 
To collect your vehicular blooper. 

In time you will find yucky's all in your mind 
No worse than a pooper scooper! 

Plus, you'll be amazed how activists praise you 
For <loin' what you think is right 

And no trapper'd object if you stopped to collect 
Things that go bump in the night. 

But treat it with care, waste not a hare, ' 
Be sorry, but don't sit and pine, 

'Cause accidents happen when yer both overlappin' 
The double yellow line. 

So salvage your plunder and render your blunder i 

Into a warm winter coat 
And remember our motto like you know you otto f 

It follows, and herein' I quote, 
''MAKE IT A HABIT TO PICK UP YOUR RABBIT 

DON'T LEA VE HIM TO DRY IN THE SUN 
FOR THE SAKE OF A GARMENT, RECYCLE YOUR VARMINT 

IT'S TACKY TO JUST HIT AND RUN!" 
p . 42 

THE PRACTITIONER'S LOT 

Today in the world of modern vets 
I've lost my place in line 

My colleagues have prospered as specialists 
In therio or swine. 

I see their achievements in magazines, 
Their articles in print. 

They're developed a brand new cure for warts 
With after dinner mints 

Or they're recognized as the final word 
In matters so complex 

That I can't pronounce what they're working on 
Much less, what it affects! 

I spend my days at the back of a cow 
Usually up to my chin 

In the process of pullin' somethin' out 
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(Waitin' on the Drive by Larry McWhorter) City, State: Cowboy Connection Music. Copyright -
Cowboy Connection Music, 1991. 
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I REF# I TEXT 

--7Now you think about it. 'Twas you egged him~) 
You've reaped what you've planted so just leave him alone." 
Well that sure shut him down and 'fore long he grinned. 

---7 He recoiled his son's rope and said, •i;__o.m__e:Jiiiil friend. 
This rope that I gave you is a tool not a toy but I guess you're no 
worse than me as a boy. was 
Now that heel loop you tossed )l'just a tad late. 
So when you throw a rope, throw! You'll miss if you wait. 
A steer's in the meadow that's runny of nose, a shot he'll be 
needin' today I suppose. 
So let's go catch ole' Chub and I'll saddle Elwood and I'll teach 
you to rope the creatures you should." 
They strode 'cross the barnyard the grown-up cowboy 
And right there to heel him, the small skint-nosed boy. 

" ... Did you really mean that crack about our marriage?" 
I 

"No." He yawned. ''You've given me fourteen wonderful 
years." 

p.82 

"We've been married twenty-one years," I corrected. 
"So," he sighed. "Fourteen out of twenty-one isn't bad." 
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2:5 /:j8/ % B8 : 00 903 595 0578 DON ArmER~;[IN MHIISTRI'= PAGE ~Z3 

~) (Humorous Cowboy Poetry; A 
Gibbs Smith staff members) 

K~-slappin' Gathe~ing edited by 

!lginfj ~~ ~~ 

) 

) 

Skinny Rowland 
From Bad to Worse ' <r:' wdt,~~ ~ ~ 

'" Now my wife just left and the well went dry, 
and my horse is sick anq_ about to die. Gu.1 D l . .e. I VJ 

G)~+­
t.~y~/ 

Then my still blew up and the barn burned down, 
and the road washed out on the way to town. 

Then my dog got rabies and bit the cat, 
and they both died soon after that . 

Now I lost my specs and my pipe stem broke, 
so I can't even sit and read and smoke. 

Then a tree fell on the chicken shed, 
and most of the hens got smashed plumb dead. 

Then a chimney fire took half of a wall, 
and this old shack is about to fall. 

Then I caught my heel on an old dead vine, 
and sat smack dab on a porcupine. 

Then a beaver dam broke an' my bridge washed out, 
and my watch stopped working and I've got the gout. 

And the hank foreclosed so I've lost my place, 
and my cow disappeared without a trace. 

They cut off my credit at the grocery store, 
and I lost my job and a whole lot more. 

I must have been hexed by a triple curse, 
as things keep going from bad to worse. 

And now fate has hit me a last dirty crack: 
to top off the worst--my wife's coming back. 

pp. 140-1 

@ .Jq~ s J<-~J 
be~llOO 

~~0~~ 
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030-010 My friend Sheila Hamman teaches at an elementary 
school. One day, she gave her third-grade students an assignment 
to compose a letter to someone in history. 

One young boy decided to write to Joan of Arc. He wrote, 
"Joan, I'm sorry you had to go through so many bad things, but 
I'm glad your husband was able to get all the animals to safety." 

Even though this young student had his stories crossed, I'd ~ 
still give him an A+ for searching out a redeeming factor in the 

midst of tragedy. $ yf '>1 A ·TuJe k. ~<t~i Cfa1~nta>-t f-
p. 83 t'°- - - ,,.~ 

--0 dentity Crisis 

Early one morning a woman made a mad dash out of the 
house when she heard the garbage truck pulling away. She was 
still in her bathrobe. Her hair was wrapped in big curlers. Her 

- face was covered with sticky cream. She was wearing a chin­
strap and a beat-up old pair of slippers. In short, she was a 
frightful picture. When she reached the sidewalk, she called out, 
"Am I too late for the garbage?" And the reply came back: "Nope, 
hop right in." 
p. 27 

058-01 

58-02 

J 

Surrender Advisor 

There was a pious old gentleman of an earlier generation 
who used to get up regularly at prayer meeting in his church to 

1 pray: "Use me, 0 Lord, use me-in some advisory capacity!" 
p. 15 

Free Advice 

p . 16 

Receiving advice is like getting kissed on the forehead. 
It doesn't hurt, but it doesn't help much either. 
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(1001 Humorous Illustrations for Public Speaking by Michael Hodgin) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing House. Copyright - Michael Hodgin, 1994. 411 pp. 

lTOPIC 

Pride 

) 
Failure 

) 

!REF# !TEXT 

058-10 

058-12 

Finally Alone 

It was midnight after registration day at the college when 
the policeman noticed a couple in a lingering embrace in the 
campus parking lot. Mildly surprised at the scene before the 
school year had even begun, he approached the car. 

"Sorry, officer," the driver explained. "We just left our 
youngest son, our baby, there in the dorm. It's the first time 
Mother and I have been alone for twenty-seven years." 
p.71 

How Long Can It Take? 

The young town smart alee walked into the blacksmith 
shop shortly after the blacksmith had thrown a horseshoe on the 
ground so it could cool. Seeing it there, the young fellow reache 
down, picked it up, but instantly cast it aside as it burned his 
fingers. The blacksmith said, "Kind of hot, isn't it, son?" The 
brash kid said, "No, not too hot. It just doesn't take me long to 
look at a horseshoe." 
p . 109 

Deadly Experience 

If at first you don't succeed, so much for sky-diving. " 

Win or Lose 

It doesn't make any difference whether you win or lose­
until you lose. ("Peanuts") 
p. 147 
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058-38 

/ 

-7 1~ CL~~~~~ ?f ... nQ..• _ _i-_ 
V Buying Friends ~ 2{ ~ // -·~· 

UCLA football coach Pepper Rodgers was in the middle of a 
terrible season. It even got so bad that it upset his home life. He 
recalls, "My dog was my only friend. I told my wife that a man 
needs at least two friends, and she boughtme another dog." 
pp. 291-2 

We've all heard the old one about the light at the end of 
the tunnel really being a freight train coming straight at 
us! But for some folks, the latest tongue-in-cheek line is: 

DUE TO THE CURRENT BUDGET CUTBACKS 
THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL 

WILL BE TURNED OFF UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

And beyond that, things can get so dark for others they 
just shrug their shoulders and say, "What light? I haven't 
even FOUND the tunnel!" 
pp. 165-6 
(38-53) 

Remember this: 

GOD HAS NOT PROMISED TO GIVE US ALL 
THE ANSWERS, 

BUT HE HAS PROMISED HIS GRACE. 

Not long ago I heard a sermon on Jesus' familiar 
promise, "Abide in Me, and I in you." I realized that the 
Lord's words enable me to say in every circumstance, "For 
THIS I need Jesus." And then I always hear His answer: 
"Don't worry--for THIS you have ME'. 11 

You see, He is with us in the darkness just as surely as 
He is in the light. When we trust HIM, the dark clouds of 
trouble are but the shadow of HIS WINGS, and we can pray: 

LORD, 
I JUST DON'T UNDERSTAND 

WHAT IN THE WORLD 
YOU'RE DOING IN MY LIFE, 

and back will come His answer: 

p. 172 
(38-53) 

MY CHILD, 
DON'T TRY TO UNDERSTAND. 

JUST LIVE IT 
FOR ME. 

~OJw-4/~~~ 
Ttm 1

S a_ flt 61'\ p C1-fJ4 IS t-).eid I, 

Ruth Harms Calkin 
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Pride 

-

) 

In The Ri ht Place by Ala n E. Nelson) Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Copyright - Alan E. Nelson, 1994 . 260 pp. 

I think men have a harder time with this problem than 
Women are more receptive to following Christ. he 

wome kept their faith during the crucifixion. Worn n were 
the fi t to see that Christ had risen. We men Jiave a more 
diff icul time letting go of our stubbornness and admitting 
our weaknesses . We would rather drive for 1les in c i rcles 
than ask for i;fec~ions. We would rather jump right into 
putting our child en's Christmas toys t1>gether instead of 
first reading the i structions. We stammer to admit 
wrong and squeak out, "Will you forgive me?" Our ar.._~,..uK"l 
is why statistics say 9 percent of the men in Ame 
not have close friends, be use close friends hol u 
accountable and require an amount of vulnerabilit • 
p. 157 
(36-62) 

Most g uarrels come from inner conflicts, not external 
circum~--arices. Most interpersonal tensions ~re merely 
proj~c1::ions of intrapersonal stress . I remember being in 
n t hern Oregon following the Mount St. Helens e , ~tion. 

owder ash was everywhere. I did not cause the exp~sion 
but I e xperienced its fallout . Most anger and relatio a1...:.---------­
frustrations are the ashes of exploded pride. 
p. 158 
(36-62) 

It reminds me of the Dear Abby column which appeared in the 
June 5, 1990 issue of the St. Paul Pioneer Press Dispatch. 

Dear Abby: 

A young man from a wealthy family was about to 
graduate from high school. It was the custom in that 
affluent neighborhood for the parents to give the 
graduate an automobile. 

~ill and his father had spent months looking at 
car~s, and the week before graduation, they found the 
perfect car. Bill was certain that the car would be his 
on graduation night. \~~ 

Imagine his disappointment when, on the eveni4Pf his 
graduation, Bill's father handed him a gift-wrapped 
Bible! 

Bill was so angry that he threw the Bible down and 
stormed out of the house. He and his father never saw 
each other again. 

It was the news of his father's death that brought 
Bill home again . As he sat one night going through his 
father's possessions that he was to inherit, he came 
across the Bible his father had given him. 

He brushed away the dust and opened it to find a 
cashier's check, dated the day of his graduation--in the 
exact amount of the car they had chosen together. 

p. 162 
(36-62) 

Beckhah Fink, TX 
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the season the success and the victories, 
"""\ we are apt to reap re ar s gained too easily. .it is not a 

1 negative to think we must suf-"fer prior to havinif°'fun; 
"-'"' rather, it is positive to have su:fricient ~haracter strength 

to endure and enjoy the fruits of our lao s. When we avoid 
the ~ icult, that which creates strengthened character, we 
~arm ourselves. 
p. 50 

36-57) 

Brokenness 
The beauty of God is that when junk happens to you, 
regardless of the junk, He can create something good out of 
it. He recycles our trash. He can salvage gold from the 
garbage--if we let Hirn--by His loving response to us when we 
call to Hirn out of our brokenness in the right place, the 
soul. 

I want to reiterate that not everything that happens to 
you is an episode of brokenness. There are definite times 
when God tries to prune some of the dead wood that may be 
stopping the Spirit from producing fruit in your life. 
However, even small problems have the potential of breaking 
and making us. If we respond to even silly, minuscule 
events with an attitude of humility and dependence and 
submission to God, we can maintain (voluntarily) a spirit of 
brokenness. 
p. 54 
(36-58) 

When we are externally oriented, we want our circumstances 
to change more than we are willing to change our hearts and 
ur characters to match our circumstances. When we are 

b ken, we pray for strength to match the situation. one 
co tator noted, Paul was chained but not contai~ . The 
resule f broken attitude is an inability to be controlled 
by exter circumstances, whether they be peogil:e, health, 
finances, others. When we pray for stren th to match the 
challenge ad of a different challenge, we become the 
miracle. 

Life upheaval occur in sudden, traumatic turn-
arounds, such as a JO loss, hear attack, financial 
disaster, and the like. Someone said, trouble always 
happens at the same time, you need it least. Often the 
shock of thetvent itself a to the impact. Other problems 
occur with a gradual de of ircurnstances. Perhaps it is 
a stalled dream, a b ness tha eteriorates, a 
relationship rnalai , or a worsening health condition. 
Sometimes the g ity of the process 's just the day-to-day 
awareness th if e is not getting bete~ and you are not 
sure how t change it. Both types of pro sses remind us 
that we tirnately are not in control. The how us our 
limit power to run our lives. 
pp 5-56 

6-58) 
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(Broken In The Right Place by Alan E. Nelson) Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson. Copyright - Alan E. Nelson, 1994. 260 pp. 

Brokenness 
v\! The world breaks everyone and afterwards many are strong 
~ " at the broken places l I 

.--Ernest H,emingway J 
p. 9 
(36- 57) 

Relationship 

Salvation 

our inclination 
result is that 
God has call 
p. 17 
(36-57) 

s to achieve, produce, and do. The common 
e are human t~~pki pqs and human doing s, but 

to be human beings. 

Brokenness is a process issue. It is a part of God's 
character 'ldin rocess. 

"Almost every one o u , says Gordon MacDonald, "will 
encounter some issue that introduces us to brokenness at a 
far greater intensity th n we ever thought possible. . . . 
Broken worlds are a sig ificant part of living; we must be 
vigilant enough to avo' the avoidable, but prepared and 
disciplined enough to ersevere when facing the unexpected 
or the unavoidable." 
p. 18 
(36-57) 

When I invit d Jesus into my life, I thought he was 
going to pu up some wallpaper and hang a few pictures. 
But he sta ed knocking out walls and adding on rooms. 
I said, " was expecting a nice cottage." But He said, 
"I'm mak · g a palace in which to live." c:-c. s. Lewis ) 

p. 19 
(36-57) -

Brokenness t- fl 
f1alcolm Muqqeridqe said, "We are henceforth to worship 

defat , not victory; a ilure, not success; surrender, not 
defiance; deprivation, not satiety; weakness, not strength. 
We are to lose our lives in order to keep them, to die in 
order to live." 

(36-57) 

Brokenness 
Unshakable faith is faith that has been shaken. 
Unquenchable joy is joy that has been quenched. 
Unbreakable love is love that has been broken. 

p. 36 
( 3 - 7) 

thati:;;;en things will destroy us:\ 
wea wi ; pleasure without conscience; knowledge 
without character; commerce without morality; scienc e 
without humanity; religion without s a c r ifice; and politic s 
wi thout princi ple. # bjfo bllll! 1 sew'lnjr Jul nos Illi He •ud'i 
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(Broken In The Right Place by Alan E. Nelson) Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson. Copyright - Alan E. Nelson, 1994. 260 pp. 

Brokenness 
ATTITUDE CHECKS FOR BROKENNESS _, 

Maturity 

) 

1. Arn I willing to let go of my dreams ana ambitions if 
such is God's will? 

2. Arn I defensive when accused, or criticized, or 
misunderstood? 

3. Arn I coveting what others have instead of waiting for 
heaven's rewards? 

4. Arn I forgiving when offended, with or without an 
apology? 

5. Arn I complaining or arguing out of unsurrendered rights? 
6. Arn I thinking of others first out of lov.e? 
7. Arn I proudly appearing that I am always right or know 

all the answers? 
8. Arn I practicing the spiritual disciplines (prayer, 

fasting, solitude, simplicity, etc.)? 
9. Arn I being silent regarding self-promotion and letting 

God do my public relations? 
10. Arn I daily saying, "God whatever it takes, I'm willing 

to submit to your leadership?" 
11. Arn I expressing joy in the difficulties which serve to 

refine me? 
12. Arn I taking risks out of obedience to Christ instead of 

giving in to fear, pride, or denial? 
p. 123 
(36-61) 

A sixth trait of mature people is that they learn from 
the past, live in the present, but aim for the future. 
Immature people live in the past, complain about the 
p esent, and usually avoid the future. Of course, 
exc tions exist. Some very immature people only 
the f rasy of the future. They talk about their 
corning 1 while they are presently falling apa 
they have n t learned from the past. 
p. 155 
( 3 6-61) 

Mature rpetual ~earners. They are always 
growing. They press forwa d. They are progress-oriented. 
They use the past to provide wisdom for the future. They 
get on with life. They o not rest on past laurels. They 
quit licking yesterd 's wounds. The world is full of 
people bitter over x-spouses, former pastors, unreasonable 
parents. Someone ought to tell the complainer to get off 
his or her cr0 s because we need the wood. People who have . 
been broke n the right place keep their gaze -ant-he e n e_ l he_ 
future. ey exude hope, and hope is always out in front of 
us--H~ ging on to Positive Expectations. There is a 
co 'Errnporariness about them. Yet, they have also 

ily contentment. 
p. 156 
(36-61) 
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/ 

\ 

"If any man thirst, let him come unto Me 

and drink,,, 
; 

- Who does not thirst? Who has not mind-thirsts 

or heart-thirsts, soul-thirsts or body-thirsts? Well, 

no matter which, or whether I have them all-

"Come unto Me and,, remain thirsty? Ah. no! 
.. 

"Come unto Me and drink. " 

What! can Jesus meet my need? Yes, and more 

than meet it. No matter how intricate my 

path, how difficult my service; no matter how 

sad my bereavement, how fur away my loved 

ones; no matter how helpless I am, how deep 

are my soul yearnings-Jesus can meet all. 

All, and more than meet. 2 

/ ,,,,,.-
/ --

- _L_ _ - -- --
We had a funeral yesterdayv-and it left us all very 

disturbed. A neighbor died ()f thirst. Doesn't make any sense. 
He lived within yards of t oasis. Night after night he heard 
our songs drifting acros the sand telling ~bout the wonderful 
characteristics of our ater . Yet he never once came here, and 

Jle d j ed of thirst. / 

I J? ~ ' . 

- \ fl ArJJ 1k 5j,,:f "- 1h. J3y~de sa.1 (9~c J/,.;J le I h11;,.,, -f/i4t J~~:s ~d1 ~-<­
I /Jvd )e) hi"" ~ t $ ll-fh1;s f ~~ ~07>f~ ~ wkso-ei~ w-111 1£/- 4, ~,,, -l-aK_p._.,. t 

I -t{, a : ,,.J .11,J a:.C /. ~ hR P /,, , 
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(Waitin' on the Drive by Larry McWhorter) City, State: Cowboy Connection Music. Copyright -
Cowboy Connection Music, 1991. 

I TOPIC I REF# I TEXT 

2 owboy Poetry 9999-09 NEW ROPES & SKINT NOSES 

) 

) 

'Twas the day after Christmas and the cowboy's young son, 
With his new nylon catch rope put t . dogs on the run. 

\g R p. /J t) 7 The tree was knocked over by hi new string, 
And his mom soon regretted him gettin' that thing. 

w~c;-rr ~to us all, our home's safe no more. 
If he heels me again, they go out the door." 

i-JoN~just be patient, he's learnin' a trade, 
And but through practice are good ropers made. 
Why just look at the way he makes that thing whip." 
Our cat he just roped that, and mom bit her lip. 
All day he kept at it, he caught all he could. 
And for seven years old, he roped pretty good. 
His father would watch him all swollen with pride, 
But long since his mother had kicked him outside. 

C N I c (([NS > The black goat and the fhicken~\soon steered from his path, 
Not even big sister was safe from his wrath. 
The boy learned to throw true like chunkin' a rock. 
But soon the dogs bored him, he craved bigger stock. 
He snuck in the milk pen to stretch his line tight, 
But that wasn't enough, he sought a new height. 
Opportunity knocked for just down the road, 
He saw his dad coming, a green colt he rode. 
Well he shook out a big loop and hid by the truck. 
He'd double hock that horse if smiled on by luck. 
When the horse came in view he let his loop sail, 
But the rope gone ar~ went up under his tail. 
Like a vice, the tail clamped and down his head went, 
He jerked little junior whose wee nose got skint. 
Well the trio parted ways, they all went elsewhere. 
The colt to the pasture while dad split the air. 
The boy ran to mother, "That colt stole my twine. 
Tell daddy to get it! I want it! It's mine." 
When at last dad came in, his face was troubled. 
He held junior's nylon, one coil was doubled. 
"Come here you little scamp," he said spittin' dirt. 
A skint face peeked at him around mother's skirt, 
"I'll teach you a lesson 'bout heeling a horse." 
But mom to the rescue diverted his course, 
"Why this morning you laughed. You thought it was fine 
When he tormented us with that awful twine. 
I remember you said 'he's learnin' a trade an naught but through 
practice are good ropers made.' The boy knew no better. 
If you'd set him straight you'd notta been bucked off and come 
home irate. 
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) 

SNAPSHOT NUMBER FOUR 
The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

6:1-14 

Key Verse 6:6 11 Now this he was saying testing him for he himse1f knew 
what he was about to be doing. 11 

TEXT: 
v.l 

v. 2 

v. 3 

After these things Jesus went off to the other side of the sea of 
Galilee of Tyberias. 
And a great multitude was following him because they were seeing the 
signs (attesting miracles), which he was performing upon those who 
were sick. 
And Jesus went up into the mountain and there he was sitting with 
his disciples. 

v. 4 Now the passover, the feast of the ~ews, was near 
v. 5 Then Jesus lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great multitude is 

coming toward him says to Philip, 11 \4here shall we purchase bread in 
order that these may eat. 11 

v. 6 Now this he was saying testing him for he himse1f knew what he was 

v. 7 
about to be doing 
Phi 1 i p answered him, 11 Two hundred denari i worth of bread is not 
enough for them in order that each one might take a little. 11 

v. 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter is saying 

v. 9 

v .10 

v .11 

v.12 

to him 
11 There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but 
what are these for so many people. 11 

Jesus said, 11 Make the people sit down. 11 Now there was much grass in 
the place so the men sat down the number about five thousand. 
Then Jesus took the loaves and having given thanks he distributed 
them to those who were seated. Likewise also of the fish as much 
they wanted. 
Now when they were satisfied, he is saying to his disciples, "Gather 
up what they left in the way of fragments in order that nothing may 
be lost. 
Then they gathered them up and they filled twelve baskets with fragments 
from the five barley loaves, which \'Jere left over by those who had 
eaten 
Then the people having seen the attesting miracle, which he performed 
were saying, 11 This man is truly the prophet who is coming into the 
world. 11 
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There is a good deal of background materi al that we get which surrounds the 
miracle that is recorded here in John 6 that is seen in these other passages. 

ge away 1n some quiet p ace w ere he might suffer a one. 

r::f\ The~record also gives us the picture of Jesus retreating with his me_!l 
~ for ~time of fellowshi p and recooperation. 

~ Let us come now to a consideration of~he background verses 1-4. ~ ~ 

,t.::i\ The~ record tells us that they went to Bethsaida for this time away. 
~ Thi~the hometown of Philipp and Andrew. 

ced 

\ ijerse One:} 11 Af+er these th j nq5 ,Jfsq5 wept pff t q the qther si de pf the 

~
' -<Ov'"° _M hf b& !_Jee gf I yberjas. ;

1 

~c>::::: 11 After these things• refers us back to the that Jesus has experienced 
.\ ..... ~ in chapter 5. Coupled with the Martyrdo the Baptist, Jesus wants 

) 

to get away for a little while 

In the other records the people saw Jesus and the disciples leaving by 
boat and as a result, many followed them on foot around the shoreline and 
were actually at the place where they disembarked before they got there. 

tlhe reas~ they were following him John records in the later part of 
verse two, 11 hecause they were see jpg the s jggs qr mjracles whkb be wa s , 
perform; pa pp thgse whg were §i [ k II 

One of th that 

His personal needs for some time of rest and reflection were placed secondary 
to the immedi ate needs of the multitudes. 

Uersg, Jhr~ 11 Apd .1 es11 s wept 1rn jgt g the QJP!!Ptaio ap rl thete he was sittiPa '" 
W h his d15s jples 11 
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Jesus loved the mountains as a place of retreat and relaxation ?nd also + 
a time when he could be alone with his father. G'e.tftu'9.41-ftg'[;'fi_tj~ 

The picture that John describes here is one of Jesus sitting with his ..... 
disciples. I 1m sure they had begun fellowshi p one with the other and 
sharing some of the exper iences whi ch they had had during t he previous ~ 
days .as well as shar jag their common sorrow over the loss of John the 
Baptist, especially since some of t hese men had followed with John the 
~aptist before becoming disci ples of t he Lord ~ esu~. .. ' 

(\terse Four:J 11 Ngw the ga ssgyer 9 the teast pf the Jews. was qear. 11 

·1a tthew records Jesus saying 11 tbf y dp ppr geed t q pg a wa v "911 g j ~E ~ heHl 

\~ \, §!rm@ iMUia ;~ct e!~:~ l1Y.:a 1 so records Jesus as having sai , 
2

xrn. 

~\~~ \'1'~\ ~ It is then that the Lord turns to Philip who is in charge of food service 
\'4\~~- ~ t and menu pl anning for the Lord Jesus and the twelve disciples and asks the 

('\~~ question, 11Where 5h5 ll we P!!GF ha §Pd))~~ fo ptde r tha t, thesg ma¥ gakf 11 

~ ~ - ..C.V\ 0\.(Y lad· S' fwd/ ht ht1.J he.4--. to ~<Aw1<.u-;-la..,,. <;a.rcwa_:t - ~-~1aA;n~, k-;.d l.1cnl1 
Phili was aver cautious calculatin careful individual it came 1<rw.:t9#,....!f /-

0 mov iven si ua ion. i i was t e ind of guy t at AibN lsc.""11~ 
everybody loved because he ha sue a great sense of humor and did such 
a great job providing for the needs of t he other twelve guys in their 
party. '-cY"J, ht1 !> 1-\ ~-jntc<.f Se.,~t' ot=" /1 1..( V"'IO/ ~ \\4- i<.,e~..> io;Jw -k 1<!.../- ":>..:Jm<"<-W~ 90."~~ 
Verse Six: \ 11 Npw th j5 he Wft5 59 vjpg tegjpg hjm for he hjmself kpew ljhat 
be WaS aoup\ to be doing, II , 

~) 
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Philip is seen as skeptical and slow witted_when it comes to the matter 
of really trusting*God t o meet hi s neeas. 

In Genes j$ chapter t:-22 we read that God did test Abraham. In Msrk ~ we 
reatt=that the Lord a'fiimed storm to c"'Ome up on the sea so that Tue disciples 
once more could be tested with regard to their trust in Jesus Christ. It 
i s another example of failu r e when they say(who is this that even the winds . 
and the seas obey his voice. Prt>Fe~~Cl)': 'Test •. Now r l°"f ll? t dc.-w'Jll J-o -r-e.£..1- I l1afe.. 

:f. p1t <. S ~ylO&.JIS. -ks J. • - -
Jesus often ut his men into difficult situations nd circumstanc s to I 
see t eir reactions. e ren of Israel ikewise experienced this 
oppos i t ion at the Red Sea Giants in the Land, which the Lord had 

.,.....-.iMiW.-il!iWl~...-hem . And uts obstacles in our a tr our faith. 

s 
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) 

) 

( ) ' 

I don't think we ought to become like Murphy. If you've ever read 
Murphy's law you know that he was the classic pessimist. He said 
three hings: 

1. Nothing is as easy as it looks. 
2. Everything takes longer than you think. 
3. If anything can go wrong, it will. 

Brides and grooms tend to be idealistic. They marry with great, high, 
beautiful, idealistic hopes about the home, only to have them shattered 
in the honeymoon or shortly thereafter. Men who plan to take large 
families on camping trips tend to be idealistic as well! Creative 
students tend to be idealistic about life. They hate things like 
schedules and deadlines and appointments and time factors and tests 
and all those unnecessary things. There is a name, by the way, for 
those who hate those demands in life. It's unemployed--that's the 
name you give to people like that! 

I don't knm<1 if you read the News break recently but I gave a story 
that I'd like to relate again today of a IDh[L-WhO was a bric~mason; 
and he meant well that morn,,. ~;yt ing went wrong. He filled 
out this report afterwards: hrrl I got to the building, I found that 
the hurricane had knocked of some bricks around the top. So I rigged 
up a beam with a pulley at the top of the buildings and I hoisted up 
a couple of barrels full of bricks. When I had fixed the damaged area 
at the top, there were a lot of bricks left over. So I went down to 
the bottom and began releasing the line. Unfortunately, the barrel 
of bricks was much heavier than I was. And before I knew what was 
happening, the barrel started coming down, jerking me up. I decided 
to hang on, since I was now too far off the ground to jump. And 
half way up, I met the barrel of bricks coming down fast! I received 
a hard blow on my shoulder. I then continued to the top, banging my 
head against the beam and getting my fingers jammed in the pulley! 
When the barrel hit the ground hard, it burst its bottom, allowing 
all the bricks to spill out. I was now heavier than the barrel. 
(My favorite line of the whole report!) So I started do\'m again at 
high speed. Halfway down I met the barrel coming up fast, and re­
ceived severe injuries to my shins. When I hit the ground, I landed 
on the pile of spilled bricks, getting several deep and painful bruises. 
At ~his point I must have lost presence of mind because I let go of 
the grip of the line and the barrel came down fast--giving me another 
blow on my shoulder and my head, and putting me in the hospital. I 
respectfully request sick leave. 

-- Charles R. Swindoll 
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(Inspiring Quotations compiled by Albert M. Wells, Jr.) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
Copyright - Albert M. Wells, Jr., 1988. 265 pp. 

TOPIC 

Trials 

Trials 

) 
Trials 

Trials 

Trust 

REF# TEXT 

027-329 His love in time past forbids me to 

p.208 

think 
He'll leave me at last in trouble to 

sink; 
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in 

review 
Confirms His good pleasure to 

carry me through. 
-John Newton 

027-330 Would you like to be there [heaven] and see yourself pointed 
at as the one saint who never knew a sorrow? Oh, no! For you 
would be an alien in the midst of the sacred brotherhood. 

-Charles H. Spurgeon 
pp. 208-09 

027-331 The Lord gets His best soldiers out of the highlands of 

027-332 

affliction. 

p.209 

p.209 

God could keep us from the 
furnace, 

From our paths each trial turn; 
But he'd have us know the rapture 
Of the flame that does not burn. 

-Charles H. Spurgeon 

027-333 God has not promised us a quiet journey-only a safe 
arrival. 
p. 209 

027-334 Relying on God has to begin all over again every day as if 
nothing yet had been done. 

-C. S. Lewis 
p. 209 
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Suffering 
et Clarkson put it this way, "Perhaps the greatest 

good tha suffering can work for a believer is to increase 
the cap city of his soul for God. The greater our need, the 
greater. will be our capacity; the greater our capacity, the 
greate will be our experience of God. Can any price be too 
much or such eternal good?" 
p. 62 
(36- 9) 

So eone once said, "Peo le who ake li e 
b lon in one." be 

e on y 
ealed. That's a pious pronouncement with little practical 
enef it. I am trying to point out that if woundedness 

results in spiritual brokenness, there is not only a much 
greater sense of catharsis, resolution, and relief, but also 
a greater chance that inner healing will take place. Also, 
we better comprehend what God has in mind when we undergo 
various breaking circumstances. 
p. 71 
{36-59) 

Brokenness 

Brokenness 

Look around you. The older you get, the more you see 
people who have lost the twinkle in their eyes. They have 
endured tough circumstances, but not successfully. There is 
a wide difference between being weather-beaten and being 
seasoned and matured. The masses internalize the pain 
instead of letting it actually be a part of their healing 
process. Psychosomatic diseases and stress-induced 
illnesses are often signs of being broken in the wrong 
places. Agnosticism and atheism can be the result of 
improper breaking. Other pathological problems such as 
melancholia, nervous breakdowns, and suicide can be more 
extensive results of improper brokenness. Being broken in 
the heart, in the soul, where God can do something with your 
will and character, is a matter of converting, sanctifying 
the actual pain, and making it a part of the healing salve. 
You cannot do it on your own. God must. But you must be 
willing. 
p. 72 
{36-59) 

In his book, The Fifth Discipline, Peter Senge shares a 
tragic story which illustrates the fight many of us go 
through ~nt-he brokenness process. 

I(""\ thQ_ 
Some years ago, while on an early spring canoe trip in 
Maine, we had come to a small dam, and put in to shore 
to portage around the obstacle. A second group arrived, 
and a young man who had been drinking decided to take 
his rubber raft over the dam. When the raft overturned 
after going over the dam, he was dumped into the 
freezing water. Unable to reach him, we watched in 
horror as he struggled desperately to swim downstream 
against the backwash at the base of the dam. His 
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(Broken In The Ri ght Place by Alan E. Nelson) Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson . Copyright - Alan E. Nelson, 1994. 260 pp. 

struggle lasted only a few minutes; then he died of 
hypothermia. Immediately, his limp body was sucked down 
into the swirling water . Seconds later, it popped up, 

t.fJJI"" ten yards downstream, free of the maelstrom at the base 
Sef ~( of the dam. Ironically, it was his very struggle 
~~~ against the forces at the base of the dam that killed 

\Ye, ~ · ~ \f'll him. He didn't know that the only way out was 
S ~\ (/f!~ !counterintuitive. If he hadn't tried to keep his head 

~~ · ~ above water, but instead dived down to where the current 
~ ~f'' flowed downstream, he would have survived. What he had 

.-/JlA~ ~~ tried in vain to achieve in the last moments of his 
~Jr~, ~ life, the currents accomplished for him within seconds 

"" after his death. 

f I 
i-1 • , 

Self 

Self 

Self 

e grace of God makes a man godly, and then proceeds to 
make him manly. 

p. 104 
(36-60) 

--Henrietta Mears 

Most of us never consider giving up the right to be 
ourselves. In fact, we often promote that "right" as a 
necessary requirement to finding fulfillment and self­
actualization. But Jesus never sang the song "I've Gotta Be 
Me." Psychologists counsel us to find ourselves. The Bible 
says you will not really find yourself until you lose 
yourself--in God. There is a Ziggy cartoon in which Ziggy 
is talking to himself in the mirror . "Who are you?" he 
finally asks himself. Discouraged that he made little 
progress toward self-discovery, Ziggy walks away. The 
reflection in the mirror is watching him leave and says, 
"Get over yourself, Ziggy." That's pretty good theology . 
p . 108 
(36-60) 

Larry Crabb writes, "All our relationship problems 
s rin from one lace--the foul well of selfishness . Mo e 
than anything, what gets in the way of getting along i s 
self-centeredness that seems reasonable [my right]. Poor 
communication, temper problems, unhealthy responses to 
dysfunctional family backgrounds , co-dependent 
relationships, and personal incompatibility-- everything 
(unless medically caused) flows out of the cesspool of self­
centeredness. 11 We become parti cularly self-interested when 
we are in pain, whether because of a bad mood or problems . 
"We use our suffering to excuse our self-interest. When our 
Lord hurt, other-centeredness came naturally: 'Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. 111 

p . 109 
(36-60) 

our culture says, "If you' ve got it, flaunt it; if y ou don't 
have it, fake it 'til you make it. 11 

p. 112 
( 36-60) 
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) 

came wj th 
and Andrew 
·se renders 

~ I The other records tell us that as he broke the bread, he gave it to his 
disciples who in turn gave it to the people in the seated companies. 

,J-k, Use..d 
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What a graphic lesson this is of what the Lord Jesus would like to do with 
us. Paul says in Romans 12:1,2 11 1 beg you to present your bodies a living 
sacrifice holy accepbble unto God, which is your reasonable service. 11 

Once we ive ourselves to i nd he ives thanks he br s us and 

J/ Phi 1 i p and And~ew1 I w011ld lj ke tg rln #-J' !ffiPoss1 bl e. L1 #~! e is m9cfi w~~P • 2~ 
you, I am famous t qr the 

How often times w "thout God. We fail to take 
or esus into account. keep a separation between the sacred and 

the secular and as a result, never experience the tremendous blessing that 
could be ours when the Lord is the Lord of our business, our marriage, our 
future, and our families. ... 

It was1 i1 ]jam Ctt[fo~who said, "Expect great things from God and attempt 
great t ings fo r o . 11 

As the disciples began moving about, and gathering up what was left over 
from the feast that the multitude had enjoyed, impressed upon their mind 
is how the Lord took something so small and insignificant as a little lads 
lunch and performed such an impossible task of feeding this huge crowd. 
It has alwa s been that wa that the Lord used small ins· · · t thin s .• 
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JO. (\,0 ~ c; 
~ ~~ \~> How beautif the Lord rovides when we are · 

_,.,....- Each o them were ca c 1ng a res reve at1on of who Jesus 
they were gathering their baskets filled with fragments. Their experience 
was similar to the disciples on the road to Emaus in Luke 24 beginning with 
verse 28, .. "And they approached the village where they were going, and he 
acted as though he would go farther, and they urged him saying stay with 
us for it is getting toward evening and the day is now nearly over. And 
he went in to stay with them, and it came about that when he had reclined 

I 

a table with them, he took the bread and blessed it and breaking it he began 
giving it to them, and their eyes were opened and they recognized him and 
he vanished from their sight. And they said to one another, Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was speaking to us on the road, while 
e was explaining the Scriptures to us. 11 

~ In verse 14 e get~he response to the miracl i}:hat has just taken place. 

iJJ-~l 

The people's response to the miracle isNthjs ~..,:!j1t"ruly the ~t, ~ 
is coming into the world. 11 

....__ - .__.. -

) 

Duet er9ngi;py 18; 15-1~ "The Lord your God wi 11 raise up for you a prophet 
Ti ke me from among you from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. This 
is according to all that you ask of the Lord your God in Horeb on the day 
of the assembly saying let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, 
let me not see this great fire anymore, lest I die. And the Lord said to 
me, "They have spoken well. I will raise up a prophet from among their 
countrymen like you and I will put my words in his mouth and he shall 
speak to them al 1 that I command him. 11 

I 
CONCLUSION: ~Cl&.IC ot=F f rowt +Cv fA~93 'fe · 

From this snapshot of the Saviour, there are several lessons that we can 
~ learn. Fj rst, often times the Lord tests our faith and tr st · · b 
\...!) the ircu es at come 1n o our 1ves . n these circumstances seem 

~ 1mposs1 le from t e uman po1n o view. 

~ti).~ (D Philip and Andrew both failed the test of faith that was placed upon them. I 
c.,~<bt.-

) 

~ The failure of these two men is seen in the fact that they did not take 
\..::!) Jesus into account when they were discerning their resources. 

/':?\. Little is a lot when the Lord is in it. 
\..::::!) (}/frJ "5 

© It is the Lord's desire to take us, to give thanks, to break us, and to 
use us in his service. -----fr\. The Lord is famous for using little and insignificant things to accomplish 

\,Y his purposes. 

The Lord always provided for our need as we are willing to come to him, and 
he does this in super abundance. We see this in both of the snapshots in 
chapter 2 and now in chapter 6. 

I 

I 
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) 

) 

When our eyes are on the circumstances we • . 
get our eyes upon the Lord he takes what canh t do a thing, but when we 
the need. ' we ave and multiplies to meet 

~ He is the one who provides, we distribute. 

~The more you give away, the more you get. jt et).( . ~ :; '1 

It is our prayer that the Lord wi ll use th· 

I 

upon you some very va l id and r ich less i s fou~th snapshot to impress 
shi p to the Lord more meaningfu l . ons that w111 make your l ife and relat ion-

~ ilD'-" q IU€u \.\\""' ~ \,*le \u.v'le~ ©'f ~O\AN" L Fe ~ 
\.4e. Uj 0. 'w\ -i ' ; t 
~.o;--i..o 

l-h IS IUo hx:,( W~o qiue~ u'~'i .J- b.~ tillMY>e+- te'Y -lo Ga 1"Y\ wl+­
~ ~CtA.i.:~\tl+-- \bSe ~-. J'\W.. 2 H~ 
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(The Seeking Heart by Fenelon) Auburn, MA: The SeedSowers Christian Book Publishing 
House. Copyright -Christian Books Publishing House, MCMXCII. 182 pp. 

I TOPIC 

~rials 

) 

Criticism 

) 

!REF# !TEXT 

./ 060-03 

I 060-04 

God doesn't want to discourage you or to spoil you. 
Embrace the difficult circumstances you find yourself in--€ven 
when you feel they will overwhelm you. Allow God to mold you 
through the events He allows to enter your life . This will make 
you flexible toward the will of God. The events of life are like a 
furnace for the heart. All your impurities are melted and your old 
ways are lost. 

As for the humiliation you feel when you see your faults­
simply see how sensitive your self-love is. The pain you feel at "'' 
your own imperfection is worse than the faults themselves. Your 
problem really is that you become so irritated by seeing your 
faults. Learn to live with yourself as you really are without being 
so upset. If you do this, you will soon have peace. 

Patiently endure the ups and downs of everyday life. 
Behind every annoying circumstance, learn to see God governing 
all things. See that He trains you through troubling situations as 
well as through pleasant ones. The intrusions that God sends you 
will no doubt upset your plans and oppose all that you want. But 
they will also chase you toward God. Sit still before Him and 
yield your will to Him. Your unbending will shall begin to learn 
flexibility. 

Everything that comes from God's hand produces good 
fruit. Sometimes the annoyances that make you long for solitude 
are better for producing humility than the most complete solitude 
could be. Use the circumstances of each moment to the fullest. 
Sometimes an exciting book, or an inspiring devotional time, or a 
deep conversation about spiritual matters will make you feel 
extremely satisfied with yourself. You will believe that you are 
farther along than you really are. Talking about the cross is not 
at all the same as experiencing it. So remember this: Do not seek 
annoying circumstances, but when they come bear them in peace. 
It is easy to delude yourself1 Do not seek God as if He were far off 
in an ivory castle. He is found in the middle of the events of your 
everyday life. Look past the obstacles and find Him. 
pp. 14-15 

Don't be angry about what people say. Just follow God and 
let them talk. As far as people are concerned, you will never be 
able to satisfy them. Silence, peace, and union with God should 
comfort you from all that people speak against you. 
p. 16 
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( 

In The Right Place by Alan E. Nelson) Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Copyright - Alan E. Nelson, 1994. 260 pp. 

6. Hwnility produces a teachable spirit. Good leaders 
are learners. That is why leaders need to learn humility. 

ble people know that they do not know everything, and 
re nize the multiple nuances that operate when more an 
one p ception is involved in a situation. - Humble~ ople 
practic one of the most important behaviors of learning-­
they list a lot . Beware the proud leader ci ming to have 
all the answ s. Humble people ask question more than they 
give answers. lthough Jesus was called ~eacher, one of his 
favorite teaching styles was to answer questions by asking 
other questions . 

7. Hwnility is g cious and Perhaps this is 
a lost quality in our cu ture. e too aware of our 
rights and demand them eve oeyond what normal law affords. 
If you receive a coin wit hu ility on one side, 
thankfulness would be on the ot~r. It is very hard to be 
truly gracious and,...p oud. Unthank ulness may just be the 
worst sin in the B~ble. The Children of Israel were 
constantly be ' n condemned for their un hankful attitudes 
throughout ::Me years. Jesus told the parable of the ten 
lepers, ere only one returned to say, "Thanks . " The New 
Testa t reminds us to give thanks, always. 

mility is the best soil test for showing us whether 
, kenness has occurred in the right place. It is good news 
hat humus is present, because the decaying of the de d, 

sinful nature gives hope of a fertile soil for fruitbe 
When, and only when,~-he soil has been prepared, can we 
ahead and concern ourselves with further cultivation and 
nurturing of the plant. 

PP· 176- 8 ''oNe de.J~l,..;..fr · o{:' J:'ns~rfi ./.-

Brokenness 

s 

Unity is the high water mark of spirituality, and there 
is n o unity without humility, and there's little true 

1~~ humility without brokenness. The John 17 paradigm 
~~v declares unity to be~goal of all believers. Pride, 

arrogance, ignorance and culture keep believers from 
following the pattern of the Trinity. Brokenness leads 
to repentance which issues into reconciliation. 
Reconciliation releases the power of God. God wrestles 
with all of us and cripples us ev en as he crippled 
Jacob. Pain plants the flag of truth in a rebel heart. 

Yes, God has used brokenness as a powerful tool in 
my life . It is in those dark hours that God becomes 
vital and real, and character is forged in t-~ pr qge 5s 

. 
197 

Pc Le rsoN /ie.w. ! { - : Joe Aldrich { 

( 36-64 ) '" j f- Wou/J he ~e-~s. F.¥6,./v t2 mpoW('(' /IQ llnbroKe..~ ~rscuJ. /,., 

- ·-- ---~ T -"!ll. ~~rc 

ene Peterson wrote "The moment I begin exercising my 
, I ve pu a fox in charge of the hen house. My will is 

glory. 
2 53 
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Frank E. Graeff, author of this hymn text, knew what it 
was to wonder, as most of God's children do at times, if the 
Lord is really concerned during our times of hurt, when the 
burdens and cares weigh heavily, when the way seems dark, 
when temptation seems difficult to resist, or when we must 
part with our dearest loved one. Yet the answer comes back 
triumphantly: "I know my Savior cares!" 

Known as the "sunshine minister" of the Methodist 
,ftaomination in the churches of the Philadelphia conference, 
f J;r nk Graeff was widely liked for his cheerful and winsome 
...P, sonality. c. Austin Miles, writer of the hymn "In the 
Garden," said ¢ him: 

of 
1 He is a spiritual optimist, a great friend of 

children; his bright sun-shining disposition attracts 
not only children but all with whom he comes in contact. 
He has a holy magnetism and a child-like faith. 

Unknown to others, however, were the many severe testing 
experiences in Mr. Graeff 's life. It was during a time of 
severe physical agony, doubt, and despondency that he turned 
to the Scriptures for comfort and strength. First Peter 
5:7, which says, "Casting all your care upon Him; for He 
careth for you," became especially meaningful to him in this 

~ time of need. He wrote the lines of "Does Jesus Care?" to 
express the feelings of assurance that came to him. Mr. / 

Graeff wrote more than 200 hymns in his lifetime, but none 
has been more consoling to God's people than this text: 

Does Jesus care when my heart i s pained too deeply 
for mirth and song, as the burdens press, and the cares 
distress, and the way grows weary and long? 

(µ 
Does Jesus care when my way is dark with ti nameless 

dread and fear? As the daylight fades into deep night 
shades, does He care enough to be near? 

Does Jesus care when I've tried and failed to resist 
some temptation strong, when for my deep grief I find 
nqf relief, tho my tears flow all the night long? 

Does Jesus care when I've said 
dearest on earth to me, and my sad 
nearly breaks--Is it aught to Him? 

good bye to the 
heart aches till it 

Does He see? .., 
( S i v,) 

Chorus: o yes, He cares--I know He care~ ! His heart 
is touched with my grief; when the days are weary, the 
long nights dreary, I know my Savior cares. 

"Q. 208 
<:)9-E-41) 
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NOVEMBER 6 

PUTTING OTHERS FIRST 

PHILIPPIANS 2 : 4 

Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but 
also for the interests C?_f others. 

Theodore Roosevelt's child once jabbed, "Father always 
had to be the center of attention. When he went to a 

wedding, he wanted to be the bride. When he went to a 
funeral, he was sorry that he couldn't be the corpse." 

Although we n1ay find hurnor in this illustration, it 
reflects a harmful "1ne-first" philosophy. This philosophy 
can best be defined by the n1otto, "Look out for nun1ber 

) one." Self is enthroned as king; people, circmnstances, 
and life are subjects that n1ust bow down. After all, every 
individual deserves to be happy. E1nbracing this philoso­
phy, self beco1nes the epicenter of the world. But accord­
ing to God's Word, self is not to be the focal point of our 
lives. God's plan is for us to focus our thoughts, time, and 
energy on loving Hin1 and others (Matthew 22:36- 39). 

1) 

If you were to write your life inotto, what would it 
say? Look out for number one? Or look out for the needs 
of others? Ask God to help you live a selfless life. 
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(Collected Verse of Edgar A. Guest by Edgar A. Guest) Chicago, IL: Contemporary Books, Inc. 
Copyright - Contemporary Books, Inc., 1934. 937 pp. 

!TOPIC 

J ervanthood 

) 

, ) 

I REF# I TEXT 

052-10 The Chaplain F 

He was just a small church parson when the war broke out, and 
he 

Looked and dressed and acted like all parsons that we see. 
He wore the cleric's broadcloth and he hooked his vest behind, 
But he had a man's religion and he had a strong man's mind, 
And he heard the call to duty, and he quit his church and went, 
And he bravely tramped right with 'em everywhere the boys were 

sent. 

He put aside his broadcloth and he put the khaki on; 
Said he'd come to be a soldier and was going to live like one. 
Then he refereed the prize fights that the boys pulled off at night, 
And if no one else was handy he'd put on the gloves and fight. 
He wasn't there a fortnight ere he saw the soldiers' needs, 
And he said: "I'm done with preaching; this is now the time for 7 

deeds." 

He learned the sound of shrapnel, he could tell the size of shell 
From the shriek it make above him, and he knew just where it 

fell . 
In the front line trench he labored, and he knew the feel of mud, 
And he didn't run from danger and he wasn't scared of blood. 
He wrote letters for the wounded, and he cheered them with his 
~Tale> ' i 

And he never made a visit without passing round the ~"ie6. 

Then one day a bullet got him, as he knelt beside a lad 
Who wa \gofrig wes(?right speedy, and they both seemed mighty 

glad, 
'Cause he held the boy's hand tighter, and he smiled and 

whispered low, 
"Now you needn't fear the journey; over there with you I'll go." 
And they both passed out together, arm in arm I think they went. 
He had kept his vow to follow everywhere the boys were sent. 
pp. 263-4 
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Tone: Positive 

In the year he was elected president, Jimmy Carter was one of three men invited to speak ' 
to the 17 ,000 delegates at the Southern Baptist Convention. Each had a five-minute time 
limit. 

The first of the three presenters was the eloquent evangelist, Billy Graham. The speaker 
following Graham was a truck driver. The man was not well educated, and seated beside 
the next U.S. president, the truck driver shared that he had never given a speech in his 
life. Nervously he confessed, "I don't think I can live through it. I just can't do it." 

After Billy Graham gave his powerful talk, the truck driver rose to speak and stood silently 
before the audience. Taking a glass of water handed to him, he mumbled into the 
microphone. 

"I was always drunk, and didn't have any friends. The only people I knew were men like 
me who hung around the bars in the town where I lived." 

The truck driver went on to describe how someone told him about Christ. Once becoming 
a Christian, he wanted to tell others about the Lord. Spending time in Bible study and with 
other Christian men prepared him for witnessing. Since he felt comfortable in barrooms, 
he decided to talk to people there. The bartender wasn't sympathetic, telling the new 
convert he was bad for business and a nuisance. 

Not discouraged, the truck driver kept on with his mission, and in time the people at the 
bar began asking questions. He said, "At first they treated me like a joke, but I kept up 
with the questions and when I couldn't answer one, I went and got the answer and came 
back with it. Fourteen of my friends became Christians." 

Carter writes, "The truck driver's speech, of course, was the highlight of the convention. I • 
don't believe anyone who was there will ever forget that five-minute fumbling statement­
or remember what I or even Billy Graham had to say." 

Citation: Jimmy Carter, Sources of Strength, Meditations on Scripture for a Living Faith (Times Books, 1997). 
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