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SNAPSHOT NUMBER FIVE 
The Woman Cauyht in Sin 

/ Jofin 8: -II ' 

Key Verse 8:11 11 And she said, 'No one, Sir.' And Jesus said, 'Neither 
do I comdemn you. God your way; from now on no longer 
go on sinning. 1 11 

TEXT: 
~ And each one proceeded to his home, but Jesus went to the Mount of 

Olives. 
v. 2 But early in the morning (at dawn), he came again into the temple, 

and all the people were coming to him, and having sat down, he was 
teaching them. 

v. 3 And the Scribes and Pharisees bring a woman 
the act of adultery and having stciod her in 

v. 4 They are saying to him, 11 Teacher this woman 
act of committing adultery. 

who has been caught in 
the midst, 
has been caught in the 

v. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. What then 
are you saying? 

v. 6 But this they were saying, putting Him to the test, in order that 
they might be having grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus, stooped 
down, with his finger was writing on the ground. 

v. 7 But when they persisted in questioning Him, he straightened up and 
said to them, 11 He who is without sin among you, let him be the first 
to throw the stone at her. 11 

v. 8 And again having stooped down, he was writing on the ground. 
v. 9 And they having heard it, began going out and he was left alone and 

the woman, where she had been in the midst. 
v.10 And Jesus having raised himself up said to her, 11 Woman, where are 

they? Did not one condemn you? 11 

v.11 And she said, 11 No one, Sir. 11 And Jesus said, 11 Neither do I condemn 
""'{'-l· ~~ you. Go your \11ay; from now on no longer go on sinning." 

\{'(~,~~~EXPOSITION: 
6"' / 

?~ / We are considering together Snapshots of the Saviour in the Gospel of 
John . F..ir.s,t of all, we looked at the SnapshoQ in chapter 2:1-11, where 
Jesus is at the marriage feast in Cana of Gall j lee and changes the water 

~ · · e. There were three ke~L§iil:atements that stood out in that study. ~ 
I erse 3,- thev ~no wi n~;4 1~erse s. •whateygr he ~s to you, do it; 

erse o,nyoo ~e kept the gooa wine until now. ,,.... .... - - --- -=- .::irs - ==- ____... ~ 
t>-----~----~~--

~ In Snapshot Number Two, we looked together at an interview between a 
\n~ ver e ig1ous an mora man with the Lord Jesus by the na~e of Nicodemus4 ~'~ The central theme in the second snapshot was contained in the seventh 
~ verse~-Do not begin to wonder that I said to you, you must be born a gain ~ 

O>'" 
\))~ Snapshot Number Three, we see Jesus with an outcast-immoral woman . 

c;.~· An e is prom1s1ng er ivinq water or complete satisfaction of all of 
~ her needs . IJ1Jijwe1li-z,\1 H-c:>'/ <\>;v-;f 

) 
._,,, .~ -

,..~ ./ 

~~ 
the Lord teaching 
our needs, and 

In this fifth sna shot we are oing to see Jesus in confrontation with 
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2 

the religious leaders of the day over the conflict o 

On the last day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out saying, "If any 
iiia'.n thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on me as 
the Scripture has said, out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water." 

\ In response to this messaqe,~there was/ a divided o inion about Jesus as 
a!) \ to wfio he really was. 

~ ~,The officials and officers of the chief priest and the Pharisees had a lready 
~~ gone to apprehend Jesus, b t they were so astounded by his ministry that 
~ they returned em saying, "Never a man spoke like this man." 

()lr->-~ Now t a t e officers have come back fa l I rn to apprehend Jesu § ' Ir ls 
~ e es1re o t e Seri es an ar1sees .o work out some wax that they 

mig ht be able,jo catcb him in their tra,,g; 
)! 

Mark 6;4R. "And when he had sent them away, he departed i nto a mountai n 
to pray. a 

Mark 1;35. "And in the morni ng rising up a great while before day, he 
went out and departed into a solitary place and there prayed." 

In the sflond ver se he i s coming asfin ~nto the temple area, and as he 
comes, a the people began coming o him; When he sat down, pe began 
teachine th@111 . 
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have been for them to 
with antici ation 

own 

been 

I think it is good for us to notice here the fact that the reli gious 
leaders did not brinq the man who participated in this ac t . and was 
Just as gu1 lty . I 1 \'lays the qirk who takes the rap in things like 
this and usually the tel low gets to go scot free. 

Girls in intimate lov to lose and nothin 
eir am1 y. 

0 

1 j erse Four =l "They are sa yj ng to Hjm. 'Teacher this woman has 
_Q fbp aet _ f commj tt j pg adulter y"I II 

thi·s 

The f jrst thing that they bring to the attention of Jesus is the charge 
which they have against this woman. 

With the overcrowded cpndjtjons in the city of Jeruselem during the time 
of ~ast it would not have been very difficult for this to have happened. 

~re is a woman who has no defense. She is sinful and has committed an 
ac t of sin and everyoody knows 1t .1 I'm sure stie was t~r;.{jbJ~ fm~~rhassed 
and robabl y ~eepinq. And the thing '"Uiat she needed mos rigfi e Mis 4 

l oromeohe t understand, for someone to care, because the whole world 
was against her, and there she stood justifiably condemned for what she 
had dope: 

G erj e Five~ "lJpw j n the I aw. Moses c;qrrgpapded II§ t g stgne S!J Ch wgmen. 
iha _ theo _re YO!! saximi? " 

The Scribes and Pharisees point out the fact that the Law of Moses 
commanded them to stone such women. ~~~; ~~~ se~e c~~~~i in that they 
were aware of the Law.reco~ded back in i t ~ m 22j22i 4) which said, 
"If a man be found l in \'11th a woman r 1e nu , then the 
s all both of them die. Both the man that lay with the woman an the 
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_, If the ~art of the Law that applies here to stoning in particular, we 
c o>A' would say that this is a who has been betrothed to a husband, 

~ 7~ but has not e consumma e e re ationshi • If this is the case, then '-v ~ ~~ ~ e;}. the Law rea s tha both the man and t e woman should be stoned to death. 

t
·~ ~ The keh guestion upon which all of the passage hinges and the real thing 
'/,r" ~ that t e Scribes and Pharisees are tryi'1n~ ~~! ai i: ic th* ~estion 
~""' ~\._ recorded i~ the latter part Qf_ ~~~~n are fiou sa iL ~ 
.V~~'l' are you going to m:"ifcfleaorm<en a~ oses sai d 1s, w a do you sa4. 

1 Verse s ix :Jl "R11t t~i 5 they wgre Si';;ng QI! tt j no Hj m t g t he t est j" nrrler 
11!6 I I bPY _jq ht be _ayjpg gro11pds f__ acrns jpg Hjm Q11 t ,Jesq5 stOOQed 
dpwn , wj tb hj s f j nger was writ j ng op the gr gund. 11 

Mark records in Mark 3:L?,, "And he entered again into the synagogue 
and there was a lfta il there who had a paralyzed hand. And they watched 
him whether he would heal him on the Sabbath day that tbev mjaht gccyse ._ .. 

are you saying," 
writing on the ground ••. ~ ~" 

Q'(c~\V.~ 'o: I am sure he 
~~ '\ ~ ~'10'' ~ .;a~n~~~t~~i~~~~~~?~t~i~~~i1;~~~i...:.;iiill~~~~~:.:;;.~~~~~~w~t~l!~~~~~~~~l....,~~~~;_'i~~:.iliiijJ~~~~;.,;.. 
.,~ ~a~~~~~~~~~~~m;~~~~~~~~-7f~~ 

~~~O' -----------------------
He probably stooped down to commit to the Father the things which he was 
going t o be sa ying. 

ere -
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How does God's presence bear on your temptations? Paul 
says that "your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit" (1 

• Corinthians 6:19). Wherever you go, God goes; whatever you 
do, God does; you can go no place where He is not. That's 
why He can provide a way of escape. He knows what door you 
need to run through. He's with you when you are being 
tempted. 

But this is also a call to holiness because it means 
that God stays with you when you fail, when you sin . In the 
context of the verse I just quoted, Paul is talking about 
the sin of sexual immorality. He says that when you engage 
in a sexual relationship outside of marriage, you have 
engaged God in the affair. It's not a private matter done 
in a secret room, in other words. Why? Because "you are 
not your own" (v. 19). 

Now you haven't contaminated God, anymore than the sun 
can be contaminated by shining on cow dung. But His 
presence is associated with us when we sin. We've got to 
understand that when we sin, it's as if we were doing it in 
God's throne room. He watches us do what we're doing, think 
what we're thinking, say what we're saying, act like we're 
acting. He asks us, "How could you do that with me standing 
here?" 
pp. 152 - 3 
(40-56) 

J 
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G ~ettlcn..':1 @) A \'\<J ~.,,. 
@ ~.Jv~J (f) E...,v'1 
~ s.~ © \.u\CKQl~Us. 

of 

r, (~/ = - ... = 
<' 

What convicti on must have begun to blush into the reddened faces of these 
accusers of the woman? And as he continues to write upon the ground having 
said the one thing that precipitates action on their part we get what begins 
to happen in the next verse. · ~ 

I 

11And they hayj oq heard j t , began goj og O!J t'{'nd~l ~j/ . ,
1 

\°'oman where she had been in the midst. 11 ~1 .Y.- I l~-t-o~ M d1S11.Yet• 
u.; .... ~ l ~qeY' J 

ey having heard it that isl' he who is without sin among you let him be 
first to throw a stone at hel ' t hey began to make an exit one by one. And 
John records that it began with the older one~ The lon~er we live, the 
easier it is for us to see that God's anal ysis of us i s correct and that , 
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) 

6 , ~ 
is tha~ all have sinned and come short of the glory of God . 

• -.::... "2::- -;::::=... ~ ~ -:z:::::::. z:::: = -=- -=-- =-
And finall y he was left alone with the woman in the center of the arena. 
This does not mean t hat the crowd di sbursed, because I bel i eve t hat t here 
was still a great host of people, who wanted to see and to hear with great 
interest how the Lord Jesus was going to handle this woman. 

She is still standing there in the center as the spectacle of attention. r 
~uestion that comes 

r are for her? ~D~o,;.e~s ~h~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;,~;,:.:.:;~~~~ 
she has done or P;::~~:;:j~~~~~~~..!,!!;~.!..!.~~~~~~~.'.:..:.~-

of the Mosaic Law? 11 
"" () 1_ 

f\e\>~~~e 

No, he won't because he sees her heart is broken. He sees that she is sick 
ot herself and her sin and weeping she stanas cITT1demned. It was Jesuswno 
sai d, 11 I came not to call t ne ri gbteous , but sinners t o repentance. 11 

.. 

The whi e is for the reli gious pretenders, those who are fakes. His love 
and hi s tenderness for those who are broRen bef ore him, and for those 
who are willing to wa lk i n fel lowship as his ch il dren. 

J,_t P~alm ~1:17' ) "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a 
~ contri e heart ;"*oli Goa , tfiou wi It not despise . "' r: ifise:!i n1 1:8nd Jesys bayj nq ra j sed hjmseJt up sa jd to her. "Woman. where 

--- r_ __ t Q1d pot one c;gpdemn vn!f ? '.' 

Whereas in verse 7 he spoke with justice and judgment, in verse ten he 
speaks with love and t enderness. 

It is interesting to note in this 10th verse that he speaks and addresses 
this woman in the same way he did his own mother back in chapter 2:4, 11 And 
Jesus is saying to her, What is it to me and to you, woman, my hou r has 
not yet come. 11 

He ra i s?"'two questions in this 10th versl/J"Woman where are they:f'and 
secondl).t>"'Did not one condemn you? 11 

.,.;:-

;;, r · 

The words which he has spoken have gone home to the hearts;1af these accusers, 
and they have all melted away in the crowd. Rpmans 3·1P;f 11 As it is written, 
there is none ri hteous, no not one. There is none that understandstl6, 

none ta s e o They are all gone out of the way, 
t ether become un rofitable. There is none that doeth ood. N 

Did not one condemn you? 

Gerii~~evenJ "And ~b;· sa jd. · ~o pne , Sj ( .' ;,mi;! Jesus sa jd , 'Nejtb~( do • 
l c _____ n lit)_. Go yoµ_ way; from now pp pg l gnge r gg gn sinn j ng 111 

The woman's response is 11 N2 pne, Sir~ . No voices have been raised a~ainst 
hera not even the voice Of the one w o participated in the ac t with er. 
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7 

The response _.oi Jesus in verse 11 
condemn you. ~econd l y, 11 Go your 
longer go on sinnin~. 11 

In these three statements I s 

Acts 13:38a39, "Be it knovm unto you therefore men and brethren, that 
through this man that has preached unto you the forgiveness of sins and 
by him all that believed are justified from all things from which you 
could not be justified by the Law of Moses." 

Jesus is the only one who has the r i ght to throw the stone to execute 
the just demands of the law, but in the faith of the woman and in the 
repentence of her heart, he sees the fact that she is reaching out to 
him as her only source of hope and in her broken submission and dependence 
she experiences the words of forgiveness, "Neither do I condemn you. 11 

t=°Q~...-, Fo"'•UC ..• ~ ioJ•1 '1...,. """" ' b~ ·; · -· 
I see freedom in the statement 11 Go y~r ~·" ~!~~ ~\J\ . _ 

.2.. - - ~~ ·-~ 'Wt~~. 
John says in John 8:32, "And you shall know the rrothana t ruth .. 

make yr1/(•" \'ro~,¥ ' :, fe-b- .. 
Isaiah 1:18 "Come now let us reason together saith the Lord, though your ~ 
s1'ifS"""'be 1:f=scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they be red , 
like crimson, they shall be as wool. 11 
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(Prayer-The Great Adventure by David Jeremiah) Sister, OR: Multnomah Publishers, Inc. 
Copyright - David Jeremiah, 1997. pp.263 

I TOPIC 

Forgiveness 

Temptation 

IREF# ITEXT 

075-22 

../ 

075-23 

J 

It is not often that a poet can capture the essence of 
Scripture, but I think this one did: 

Forgive our sins as we forgive 
You taught us, Lord, to pray 

But You alone can grant us grace 
To live the words we say. 

How can Your pardon reach and bless 
The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 
Old bitterness depart? 

In blazing light, Your cross reveals 
The truth we dimly knew: 

How small the debts men owe to us; 
How great our debt to You. 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls. 
And bid resentment cease. 

Then reconciled to God and man, 
Our lives will spread Your peace.9 

9. Quoted by J.I Packer, I Want To Be A Christian (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., 1977), 214-5. 
p. 149 

Ever heard the story about the minister who parked his car in 
a no-parking zone in a large city? He was short on time and 
couldn't find an open space with a meter, so he put a note under 
his windshield wiper that said, "I have circled the block ten times. 
IfI don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. 'Forgive us our 
trespasses." 

When he returned he found a citation from a police officer 
along with this note: "I've circled this block for ten years. If I 
don't give you a ticket, I'll lose my job. 'Lead us not into 
temptation." 
p. 153 

I 
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swal Chamb2isters, OR: Multnomah Books. Copyright 
- Questar Publishers, Inc., 1 no page numbers) 

'"•,_) 

.ove The love of God in Christ Jes us is such that He can take 
the most unfit man-unfit to survive, unfit to fight, unfit to face 
moral issues-and make him not only fit to survive and to fight, 
but fit to face the biggest moral issues and the strongest power of 
Satan, and come off more than conqueror. 

My Worth to God in public is what I am in private. Is my 
master ambition to please Him and be acceptable to Him, or is it 
something else, no matter how noble? 
(Love) 

074-14 God Often Draws Outside the Lines We Have Drawn for Him. 

J p. 177 

(The Book of Virtues by William J. Bennett) New York, NY: 
simon & Schuster. Copyright - William J. Bennett, 1993. 831 pp. 

::ompassion 
If I Can Stop 

one Heart from Breaking 

Emily Dickinson 

Emily. Dickinson (1830-1886) reminds us that acts of 
compassion add meaning to our lives. 

If I can stop one heart from breaking, 
I shall not live in vain; 
If I can ease one life the aching, 
or cool one pain, 
Or help one fainting robin 
Unto his nest again, 
I shall not live in vain. 

p. 147 
(34-13) 

041-10 There's a line in a country-western song sung by Alabama, 
"I'm Not That Way Anymore," that says it well: "Time has closed 
yesterday's door." J 
p. 173 
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} 

8 

Perhaps you are her e and you have been ind 1 · 
of others realizin t that we must not erfor u 
is e a one to the Lord Jesus, and it is your responsibility to deal 
wi th t hi s disobedience and ask t he I prd to fprq i ye and to cleanse so tha.t. 
you mi ht walk in close fellowshi with him. The more we walk in fellowshig 
wi im, t e more critica we are 0 curse ves and the less cfiticdi we 

~~4- ;:;~~-.~ ~ 
~:it~ a-~~ ~ ~ f::i dt u ih.~ 

~wt.~ 1~~ ~ _L_ 

~1~· 
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(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 
Group, a Division of Thomas Nelson, Inc. Copyright - Max Lucado, 2004. 

I TOPIC 

Sin 

Grace 

) 

) 

I REF# I TEXT 

581-01 When you do what you want, and I do what I want, and no one 
gives a lick as to what God wants, humanity implodes. The 
infection of the person leads to the corruption of the populace. As 
the Puritan clergyman Joseph Alleine wrote: "O miserable man, 
what a deformed monster has sin made you! God made you 'little 
lower than the angels'; sin has made you little better than the 
devils."1 Extract God; expect earthly chaos and, many times 
worse, expect eternal misery. 

581-02 

. -

1. I.D.E. Thomas, comp., The Golden Treasury of Puritan Quotations (Chicago: 
Moody Press, 1975), 266, quoted in Bruce A. Demarest, The Cross and 
Salvation: The Doctrine of Salvation (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 
1997), 29. 

p. 21 

Over a hundred years ago, a group of fishermen were 
relaxing in the dining room of a Scottish seaside inn, trading fish 
stories. One of the men gestured widely, depicting the size of a 
fish that got away. His arm struck the serving maid's tea tray, 
sending the teapot flying into the whitewashed wall, where its 
contents left an irregular brown splotch. 

The innkeeper surveyed the damage and sighed, ''The 
whole wall will have to be repainted." 

"Perhaps not," offered a stranger. "Let me work with it." 
Having nothing to lose, the proprietor consented. The man 

pulled pencils, brushes, some jars of linseed oil, and pigment out 
of an art box. He sketched lines around the stains and dabbed 
shades and colors throughout the splashes of tea. In time, an 
image began to emerge: a stag with a great rack of antlers. The 
man inscribed his signature at the bottom, paid for his meal, and 
left. His name: Sir Edwin Landseer, famous painter of wildlife 

In his hands, a mistake became a masterpiece.2 
God's hands do the same, over and over. He draws 

together the disjointed blotches in our life and renders them an 
expression of his love. We become pictures: "examples of the 
incredible wealth of his favor and kindness toward us" (Eph. 2:7). 

2. Ron Lee Davis with James D. Denny, Mistreated (Portland, OR: 
Multnomah Press, 1989), 147-48. 

I pp. 36-37 ,,J D_,~ -H jtL</ 
j u Vl e ; 8J T!!- 17 I 
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(Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hvmn Stories for Daily Devotions by 
Kenneth W. Osbeck) Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel. Copyright - Kregel 
Publications, 1990. 397 pp. 

Wei le's song, "No One Ever Cared For Me Like 
Jes was the produc , one of the darkest periods of his 
life. Weigle spent most of hi e as an itinerant 
evangelist and gospel songwriter. ne da_y after returning 
l\Qm..e from an evange!jstic crusade, he found a note left by 
his wife of!nany years. The note said she had had enough of 
an evangelist's life. She was leaving him. Weigle later 
said that he became so despondent during the next several 
years that there were even times when he contemplated 
suicide. There was the terrible despair that no one really 
cared for him anymore. Gradually his spiritual faith was 
restored, and he once again became active in the Christian 
ministry. Soon he felt compelled to write a song that would 
be a summary of his past tragic experience. From a heart 
that had been broken came these choice words that God gave 
to Charles Weigle: 

I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus since 
I found in Him a friend so strong and true; I would tell 
you how He chang'd my life completely--He did something 
that no other friend could do. 

All my life was full of sin when Jesus found me; all 
my heart was full of misery and woe; Jesus placed His 
strong and loving arms around me, and He led me in the 
way I ought to go. 

Ev'ry day HJ{ comes to me with new assurance, more 
and more I understand His words of love; but I'll never 
know just why He came to save me, till some day I see 
His blessed face above. 

Chorus: No one ever cared for me like Jesus; there's 
no other friend so kind as He; no one else could take 
the sin and darkness from me--0 how much He cared for 
me! 
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