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SNAPSHOT NUMBER FIVE
The Woman Caught in Sin

’éﬁ/,ﬂ John &:1-11

Key Verse 8:11 "And she said, 'No one, Sir.' And Jesus said, 'Neither
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do I comdemn you. God your way; from now on no longer
go on sinning."'"

And each one proceeded to his home, but Jesus went to the Mount of
Olives.

But early in the morning (at dawn), he came again into the temple,
and all the people were coming to him, and having sat down, he was
teaching them.

And the Scribes and Pharisees bring a woman who has been caught in
the act of adultery and having std#od her in the midst,

They are saying to him, "Teacher this woman has been caught in the
act of committing adultery.

Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. What then
are you saying?

But this they were saying, putting Him to the test, in order that
they might be having grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus, stooped
down, with his finger was writing on the ground.

But when they persisted in questioning Him, he straightened up and
said to them, "He who is without sin among you, Tet him be the first
to throw the stone at her."

And again having stooped down, he was writing on the ground.

And they having heard it, began going out and he was left alone and
the woman, where she had been in the midst.

And Jesus having raised himself up said to her, "Woman, where are
they? Did not one condemn you?"

And she said, "No one, Sir." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn
you. Go your way; from now on no longer go on sinning."

EXPOSITION:

We are considering together Snapshots of the Saviour in the Gospel of

John.

erse 1( 0

First of all, we looked at the Snapshop_ in chapter 2:1-11, where
1s at the marriage feast in Cana of Gallilee and changeg ;hg water

A There were Qﬂggg_ﬁsxﬁas,_QMEnis that stood out in that study.
erse 3, }hgy no wine;’ 1 erse 5,"Whateyer he says to you, do 1t
you ﬁg&p 71 now. =L

pt the gooa wine unti no

In Snapshot Number Two,\we looked together at an interview between a

o R

very religious and moral man with the Lord Jesus by the name of Nicodemus.
The central theme in the second snapshot was contained in the sevent
verse--Do not begin to wonder that I said to you, you myst be born aqa1n

f:z’/id Snapshot Number Threei]we see Jesus with an outcast-immoral woman.
And™Hie 1S promising her 1v1ng water or complete satisfaction of all of

her needs.

XYY, Gwaiiiu(«? Holy <F;mf

In John 6 we Tooked atlgnapshot Number Fourjand witnessed the Lord teaching
i isciples the grea a e Lord meets all of our needs, and
that ajlittle is alot when the Lord is in 7t.
ey TR O, G — - aw e

his di

In thi

s|fifth snapshot) we are going to see Jesus in confrontation with

5 d
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the religious leaders of the day over the conflict of {love}and the

- ?u-ai.u -
) This picture that we have of Jesus Christ here in this section is dated

.4ﬂﬁ” approximately gix months away from the cross. His teachings, ministry,
\oefddy and the miracles, which he has performed, have gotten the attention not
only of the people but also of the religious leaders. It is the desire
/////T ofathe religio ders to work o way whereby they might be able
\\5 to| emba Jesus fin public oj tégé him in some way so that they will
\#‘ﬁ»\\{ have® a grounds for ultimately ing him and putting him to death.
W

"
W #gﬁﬁ‘ It is a tense situation in which we find ourselves in this picture.
I\

On_the last day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out saying, "If any
man thirst, Tet him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on me as
The scripture has said, out of his heart shall flow rivers of 1iving water."

\\ In response to this message,}there was,a divided opinion fabout Jesus as
’ﬁap’ \,to who he really was.
pﬁ }y The officials and qofficers of the chief priest and the Pharisees had already
0 Oﬁ gone to apprehend Jesus, but they were so astounded by his ministry that
A they retEF%gﬂ_gmg;x_hgndgdrsaying, “Never a man spoke like this man."

.,&% Now that the officers have come back Tailing to apprehen 5 15

Qﬁ the desire of the Scribes and Pharisees to work out some way that they
) might be able to catch him in their trap. )

John says herg that after t

Lo _his own _home ¥

' "And Jesus saith unto_him, 'The foxes have holes, and the
e air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his

ed

herd.

AT o S
AT
l\}\ \3\\}\9 This_tj f retreat from the crowds was not only time for'and
4 \3\0\ relaxation/but{restoratiop) spiritually through fellowship W he Father.
. e
\
O [erse Twe) st carty in the sorui o

\/ BN, and _a

Leaching them..

*w "And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain
0 pray.

Mark 1:35, "And in the morning rising up a great while before day, he
\ A*- went out and departed into a solitary place and there prayed."

In the ond verse he is comin in into the temple area, and as he
comes, aii The geoeie began coming %o him. When he sat down, he began
teachin - T ————
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i& Hir1nq a young man t

‘ Verse Tgree:! b

3

What a wonderful experiepce this must have been for them to have the Lord

Jesus™Teach them. It makes eternit | with anticipation to know that
it will likewise b ence as his children to have him si own
and_teach us the things of God. He wiytl Knaw L” “;‘é Answers.
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Laugl of adultery T

Into this ear]z morning %uiet Bible class. where words of !g¥g and EE%EU
€ being spoken e religious leaders of the day introduCé noise, clamour,

and ﬁurméil as Eﬁey bring a woman with them who has been caught in the

act of~adultery. They embarrass i anding_her in the

midst of the crowd. g sam.. 24%:1¢ " Qoad
Wi Jall ok S ards of the Sord, ﬁwf\w mareq :
Whereds back in our third'snapshot, we met the woman at the well who had Sanda

) an ugl ast, we now are meeting a woman who has an ugl resent. She e oy
Somws, A udlipast, 9 ugly present, She @y

een caught in the very act of adultery.

I think it is good for us to notice here the fact that the religious
act.and was

leaders did not bring the man who participated in this ac
Just as aﬁﬁi%y. Tt %5 51ha¥s the girl who takes the rap in things 1ike

this and usuall ellow ge 0 go scot free.

e1r tuture, their hageiness,
n, the man goes frae.
_'-—__n—l———q'— —
¥t mi%ht have been possible. that the Scribe% and Pharisees set up this

1tuation so they could have this opportunity for trying to trap Jesus by

For 4

them a case in point. ey certainly did this 125 aying dJ Tead filileﬂ

em to Jesus Christ for the ultimate appréension which led to his G_};LEE L‘EJCR

crucifixion. Sure A art oF

x " " ou
Verse Four:| "Ihey are saying ache woman_has been caught
o Of committing adultecy..'"

(et et

The first thing that they bring to the attention of Jesus is the charge
which they have against this woman.

With the gvercrowded conditjons in the city of Jeruselem during the time
of ieast it would not have been very difficult for this to have happened.
Here is a woman who has no defense. She is sinful and has committed an
act of sin and everyﬁﬁﬁy Knows 1t~ I'm sure she was terrij ssed
and gr%bablg geeging. And the thing that she needed mGStT rig e

or understand, for someone to care, because the whole world

was against her, and there she stood j stifiab]z condemned for what she
had 99”3:

The Scribes and Pharisees point out the fact that the Law of Moses
commanded them to stone such women. T, Jere _coyrre in that they
were aware of the Law recorded back injDuete 2-281 which said,
"If a man be found lying with a woman spand, then they

A d nuspand,
shall both of them die. Both the man that lay with the woman and the
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woman. So shalt thou put away evil from Israel. If aCZagsgl who is a
‘ Eﬁmf nds_her imcity and lie
) with her, then vo both out unto the gate of that cit
and you shall stone th ith stones that they dj The damsel because
SRECried not being.in the city, and the man begause he has humbled Hlé
wife P

eighbor ife. So thou shalt put away evil from_among you.

» If the ﬂaart of the Law that applies here to stoning in particular, we
0** would say that this is a virgin who has been betrothed to a husband,
g -7~ but has not yet consummaEeE EEE reiationshig. If this is the case, then,
Q5‘¥‘ - ok the Law reads that both the man and the woman should be stoned to death.”
=
z: ;fﬁ?f' The key question upon which all of the passage h1nges and the real thing
R i a e Scribes and Pharisees are try1ng 0 get g S ne_question

2 recorded in the latter part of_ v faf then are you saying.: How_
)« 7 Fand| 1e"5r6kén%'w31‘“—

** are you going to 10S 15, what do you say.

Q {“‘3ohn inserts the reason for this question, what then are you saying.

o e The reason they are d01ng this is they want to put him to th It

o u&._ as back in our previous snapshot Tﬂ%ﬂﬁmﬁfﬁﬁon

+.*° é'where shall we purchase bread in order that these may eat® Now this
?h he was saying testing him, for he himself knew what he was about to be

1v¢“ do1ng" And now we are'PJuUﬂg that these religious leaders are putting

esus in a ver t of circumstances. The purpose that 1s

given for the question is seen 1in the next»pﬁrasé“in orger that theg

might be having grounds for accusing him.

Mark records in Mark 3:1.2. "And he entered again into the synagogue
and there was a ere who had a paralyzed hand. And they watched

him whether he would heal him on the Sabbath day that tﬂé¥=ﬂ§ﬂhﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ“§§&
L.

d-Mlake it _possible for t em to liquidate ch.S.LQW.D.E’-U.t.QL.L
Sircal bol Suvrvedlauwoe Laoﬂt’ "h: u.ld A Case !
<Nelr _cause, Hep BpETe s Teeet

The reaction of Jesus to this question, "What then are you saying,"
ké’is that Jesus stooped down and with his finger was writing on the ground.

+ BT ey,

«v
QvCSE*Gy ®¢ I am sure he stooped down to avoid the steeled glances of the(Pharisees’
R\ hﬁa\ and the Scribes as their face ed with bhatred and a desire for jusStice

% 0 be done and to avoid thel tear-stained face o th one_who was_condemned™
¢

) and also to avoid the glances 0 etgzjﬂy who had been terribly disturbed
Q«¢°°\ DY What had just happened.

He probably stooped down to commit to the Father the things which he was
Qﬂ&f} going to be saying.

/ v It says that he is writing with his finger on the ground. The word for

5 ¥
ihik,@*“ writi ? in_the %reek 1anguage is not used anxﬂhgne else in the New Testament.
cou rerer to drawing lgures or Qust writing on the ground. Jhere
have been many who have wondere 1 e Jesus was w
e e .

1ng"""

——
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How does God’s presence bear on your temptations? Paul
says that "your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit" (1
. Corinthians 6:19). Wherever you go, God goes; whatever you
do, God does; you can go no place where He is not. That’s
why He can provide a way of escape. He knows what door you
need to run through. He’'s with you when you are being
tempted.

But this is also a call to holiness because it means
that God stays with you when you fail, when you sin. In the
context of the verse I just quoted, Paul is talking about
the sin of sexual immorality. He says that when you engage
in a sexual relationship outside of marriage, you have
engaged God in the affair. It’s not a private matter done
in a secret room, in other words. Why? Because "you are
not your own" (v. 19).

Now you haven’t contaminated God, anymore than the sun
can be contaminated by shining on cow dung. But His
presence is associated with us when we sin. We’ve got to
understand that when we sin, it’s as if we were doing it in
God’'s throne room. He watches us do what we’re doing, think
what we’re thinking, say what we’'re saying, act like we'’re
acting. He asks us, "How could you do that with me standing
here?"
pp. 152-3
(40-56)



® Halvel' @ Emvy ; pr 5 I i e =
G BHevvess @WWM“‘.S. 5 = | =

\ T A
{ ﬁ_;’x‘.?_&:{rw,’_; {4 ¥ W,
N e

0 - - ! : = g — - -
Perhaps it was a listing of the sins and offences which thes&¥eligious
l¢,  men were guilty of and which certainly he knew because of the capacit
fﬁ(/ BT omniscience in revealing to the woman ai EEE we[[jﬁi:ﬁzﬁfu! §§§§.

1aCommas W‘V‘A‘S
4

Jin the beginnin

ad 4 ( .
ébd'}gg e inger that wrote on the walls at the feast of Beltshazzar
Aa'qQ$ \ ¥ Mene mene tekel upharsin,”which being interpreted, "God has
AO) o #) ‘ D kingdom an i it. You are weighed in the balances and
- _ON‘.\)(O are found wanting.
\ \?\‘ Verse Seven: "But

g LS. wi sin_among you, let him be the first
to.throw the stone at her.

wau’+'i%e scene described here_is _one oﬂ ;erﬁistent aiistjgnin;)and Jesus is
- : 2 - .
@M\M\w‘ Ji Mg rushed or hurried into am answer. SMCIJGFE}MJ«. m-i-e,nsahé:mem

W

W"M After he has taken time for careful deliberation and communion with the ReQuest L
ﬁ@ Father, he straightens up and says the tﬁing which was Totally unexpected

by the Scribes and Pharisees. And the one thing that turned the whple }1 J
argument back upon them. He is Pv(’?qwcl o haud thewn ey heads

on A Platev!
The statement is very simple and direct and also very clear and communicates

effectively with the hearers. ! who _is without sin among you, let him
be tf h _ AT He who hes Wevey bwoKew a (o

~ LS

TheFé 1s only one who has the right to judge and that is the one who is
without sin among you. There is only one who can execute the justice of

the law and that is one who has not broken the lTaw.at any point.
Romans IZ?IU—IE, "BUt wﬁy doest thou Juage tﬁy Brother, or wﬁy doest thou
Qiaﬁksef at nought thy brother, for we shall stand before the judgment seat of

Christ. For it is written as I 1ive saith the Lord, every knee shall bow
to me and every tongue shall confess to God. So!igen everyone of us shall

give account of himself to God." S eawnnit rint Outs Gays
NoneoF You Qual(Fiés -

oot
09*6 Standing in this crowd of people is only one who is without sin. There
k/} »im only one who co ustifiably before the fa e stone and
@ﬂ' the rest of the passage will tel id. ) , 4
/ e 18 Net In -H,Wu:zz Yeaks a:m7 7‘:: 'T-?J(a‘l'ner; Fov hey OV ALY
ice

S
I beTieve the rest of this passagé ought td hush forever the vo Ciess £

t 1 g o —_—=
W@ ~ Lowe UnCewnditiem al

‘ Verse Eight:} "

What conviction must have begun to blush into the reddened faces of these

accusers of the woman? And as he continues to write upon the ground having

said the one thing that precipitates action on their part we get what begins
\ﬁp¥ to happen in the next verse. -

i By ] e

she had been in the midst." Tﬁgg?’llg+2DFiy)cL$hit-
wag lewgert
¢9» ey having heard it that isﬁhe who is without sin among you let him be
*w Qﬂsb first to throw a stone at herthey began to make an exit one by one. And
John records that it began with the older one$4 The Tonger we live, the
Q)bﬂ/ easier it is for us to see that God's analysis of us 75 correct and that

s of

Verse Nine
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£
is thatJ%11 have sinned and come short of the glory of God. o
——- = = =

_— = = = _———= =

And finally he was left alone with the woman in the center of the arena.
This does not mean that the crowd disbursed, because I believe that there
was still a great host of people, who wanted to see and to hear with great
interest how the Lord Jesus was going to handle this woman.

She is still standing there in the center as the spectacle of attention.

pesquestion that comes t ind at this point is, “Does Jesus really
for her? Does he-tinderst ill he take th 1p and beat her
hat she has done or eJand take her 11 n Tull execution
‘ : on e - —

of the Mosaic Law?" No! IdT Mo Re?-zm"}z’t*cti’ TS Loy Hem Gl over A!f' Erse
No, he won't because he sees her heart is broken. He sees that she is sick
of herself and her sin and weeping she stands condemned. It was Jesus who
Said, "I came not to call the r'ggggggsi but sinners to ﬁegentance."

The whip is for the religious pretenders, those who are fakes. His love
and h1s tenderness for those who are broken before hxm, and for Those
Who are willing to walk in fe]lowsﬁ1p as his children.

\’§§a1m 51:17) "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a
,qk 4*9 contrite hearti On God, thou Wilt not despise. "

Whereas in verse 7 he spoke with justice and judgment, in verse ten he

speaks with Tove anW
EemRETmgme————

It is interesting to note in this 10th verse that he speaks and addresses

this woman in the same way he did his own mother back in chapter 2:4, "And

Jesus is saying to her, What is it to me and to you, woman, my hour has
not yet come."

He raiseswtwo questions in this 10th verse@"Woman where are they',',f'and
second] 'Did not one condemn you?" ca Py

The words which he has spoken have gone home to the heart§/6f these accusers,
and they have all melted away in the crowd. Rgmans 3:-105%"As it is written,

there is none righteous, no not one. There is none that understandsus,
EEere is n§n§ that seeketh after God, They are all gone out O e way,
ey are together become unprofitable. There 1s none that doeth qood. N
:s* not one. Now we know that whatever Things the law Saiih. saith to them
. ecome guilty before God, For all have sinned and come short of the

glory of God."

Did not one condemn you?

‘ Verse Eleven:
The woman's response is " ne, Sir". No voices have been raised aﬁainst
her, not even the voice of the one who participated in the act with her.
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The response Jesus in verse 11 is ’ wl-st "Neither do I
Ny econdly, "Go your ways== MO T ]

In these three statements I séd-forgivenes reedom,/ and 1,

In the statement, |"Neither dojfiiiiﬁﬁﬁryou,' I see the Lord Jesus acting
in grace, forgiving this woman for what she has done.

Acts 13:38,39, "Be it known unto you therefore men and brethren, that
through this man that has preached unto you the forgiveness of sins and
by him all that believed are justified from all things from which you
could not be justified by the Law of Moses."

Jesus is the only one who has the right to throw the stone to execute

the just demands of the law, but in the faith of the woman and in the

repentence of her heart, he sees the fact that she is reaching out to

him as her only source of hope and in her broken submission and dependence

she experiences the words of forgiveness, "Neither do I condemn you.
Fadher, Fovgque . .. “ Tode t-, ov. wul 2Ly -~

I see freedom in the statement "Go your way." LV

g . o . -?'gégizuut?. =
John says in John 8:32, "And you shall know the f%%th'ﬁ“ﬂ ruth
make you free. PYOA fe

Isaiah l 18 "Come now let us reason together saith the Lord, though your
sTns be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they be red
1ike crimson, they shall be as wool."

The third thing that I note 1nlverse 11 is that the last statement of
the Lord makes points to the future "From now on, no longer go on s1nn1ng

mrmre—
—

It 1s beaut1fu1 in all of the re]at1onsh1Bs with Jesus Chrlstwghat once
N & TECOqNnItion Of the responsibility for his
1s pointed t g,ﬁ - '1s'.e1ng rue of Peter 1in ”The
Jesus says feed my shee The Apostle Pau1 says in Philj pp1ans 3
"Fora&tting osé‘ﬁﬁlﬂ%ﬁ WRTch are behind, I press for tho“E=fﬁ¥ﬁ§§'ﬁh?Eh“
are—mfront ™ Theé past i% forgly 'zﬁﬁﬁgf gg%ten There is a new freedom
and now in the f S s on for the glory of God. ;

wi
gg\paﬂ‘ ‘?‘jl John 2:1,2 "My little children these things write I unto you that you

w &¢
S » \oe “

Sk

G-
Q,,‘\m\

ot

cﬂ“

hovt ng

sin not. If any man sin we have an advocate with the father, Jesus Christ
the righteous and he is the satisfaction for our sins. Not for ours only
but also for the sins of the whole wor]d v

S L \9 th\ ,QM c}u} éfta@ﬁf&’%
CONCLUSION iﬂwwx a.a,ﬂu_ Giund) WM,.@#—:_ ﬁd;w weort. LSA

Perhaps in this snapshot of the Saviour today you have been blessed by #5257
his ability to handle graciously a very difficult set of circumstances.

Perh in_the class today with circumstances thaf to vou seem

é;ﬂj‘ just as unbearable. Could you not come in deep contrition and repentence

\ ;v_fo the Lord Jesus and experience the ﬁor§1§ene§§]gf your_sin? The
*:éﬁ qo to Tive life in fellowship with _him and to_concentrate
\» ' .

15 ahead that it might prove to be a time of great
ing with the Lord.

1fe because you are wa




(Prayer—The Great Adventure by David Jeremiah) Sister, OR: Multnomah Publishers, Inec.
Copyright - David Jeremiah, 1997. pp.263

TOPIC REF# | TEXT

) Forgiveness 075-22 It is not often that a poet can capture the essence of
Scripture, but I think this one did:

Forgive our sins as we forgive
You taught us, Lord, to pray
But You alone can grant us grace
To live the words we say.
How can Your pardon reach and bless
The unforgiving heart
That broods on wrongs and will not let
J Old bitterness depart?
In blazing light, Your cross reveals
The truth we dimly knew:
How small the debts men owe to us;
How great our debt to You.
Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls.
And bid resentment cease.
Then reconciled to God and man,

Our lives will spread Your peace.?

9. Quoted by J.I Packer, I Want To Be A Christian (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House
Publishers, Inc., 1977), 214-5.

p. 1498

Temptation 075-23 Ever heard the story about the minister who parked his car in
a no-parking zone in a large city? He was short on time and
couldn’t find an open space with a meter, so he put a note under

\/ his windshield wiper that said, “I have circled the block ten times.
If I don’t park here, I'll miss my appointment. ‘Forgive us our
trespasses.”

When he returned he found a citation from a police officer
along with this note: “I've circled this block for ten years. IfI
don’t give you a ticket, I'll lose my job. ‘Lead us not into
temptation.”

p- 153



(In the Presence of His Majest swal Cﬁambergj;isters, OR: Multnomah Books. Copyright
- Questar Publishers, Inc., 1896. (ilo page numbers)

TOPIC REF /# | TEXT

Love 043-1 The love of God in Christ Jesus is such that He can take
the most unfit man—unfit to survive, unfit to fight, unfit to face
moral issues—and make him not only fit to survive and to fight,
but fit to face the biggest moral issues and the strongest power of
Satan, and come off more than conqueror.

My Worth to God in public is what [ am in private. Is my
master ambition to please Him and be acceptable to Him, or is it

something else, no matter how noble?
(Love)

074-14 God Often Draws Outside the Lines We Have Drawn for Him.
p- 177

(The Book of Virtues by William J. Bennett) New York, NY:
Simon & Schuster. Copyright - William J. Bennett, 1993. 831 pp.

Ty ompassion
J If I Can Stop
N One Heart from Breaking

Emily Dickinson

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) reminds us that acts of
compassion add meaning to our lives.

If I can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain;
If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin
Unto his nest again,
I shall not live in vain.
p. 147
(34-13)

041-10 There’s a line in a country-western song sung by Alabama,
“I'm Not That Way Anymore,” that says it well: “Time has closed
J yesterday’s door.”
p. 173
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Perhaps you are here and you have been indulaing i

of others realizing the fact that we must not gerfor :
15 Teft alone to the Lord Jesus, and it is your respons1b1]1ty to dea1

this disobedienc and to cleanse so
you m1ght walk in close fellowship with him. The more we walk in fellowshi
W1 mm, the more critical we are Of ourse Ve5'ﬁ'h"fl-'-l?'ﬁ-_ﬁ\?_'ﬂ"_'l"f_#I
ﬁ-
Jonn 8
f@&a—w #1 Timae wch the fod sma A"”“L/ Dace 1a
e — e : .
,fyrua¢115} 5
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(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group, a Division of Thomas Nelson, Inc. Copyright — Max Lucado, 2004.

REF #

TEXT

L TOPIC

Sin

Grace

581-01

581-02

J

When you do what you want, and I do what I want, and no one
gives a lick as to what God wants, humanity implodes. The
infection of the person leads to the corruption of the populace. As
the Puritan clergyman Joseph Alleine wrote: “O miserable man,
what a deformed monster has sin made you! God made you ‘little
lower than the angels’; sin has made you little better than the
devils.”! Extract God; expect earthly chaos and, many times
worse, expect eternal misery.

1. LD.E. Thomas, comp., The Golden Treasury of Puritan Quotations (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1975), 266, quoted in Bruce A. Demarest, The Cross and
Salvation: The Doctrine of Salvation (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books,
1997), 29.

p.- 21

Over a hundred years ago, a group of fishermen were
relaxing in the dining room of a Scottish seaside inn, trading fish
stories. One of the men gestured widely, depicting the size of a
fish that got away. His arm struck the serving maid’s tea tray,
sending the teapot flying into the whitewashed wall, where its
contents left an irregular brown splotch.

The innkeeper surveyed the damage and sighed, “The
whole wall will have to be repainted.”

“Perhaps not,” offered a stranger. “Let me work with it.”

Having nothing to lose, the proprietor consented. The man
pulled pencils, brushes, some jars of linseed oil, and pigment out
of an art box. He sketched lines around the stains and dabbed
shades and colors throughout the splashes of tea. In time, an
image began to emerge: a stag with a great rack of antlers. The
man inscribed his signature at the bottom, paid for his meal, and
left. His name: Sir Edwin Landseer, famous painter of wildlife

In his hands, a mistake became a masterpiece.2

God’s hands do the same, over and over. He draws
together the disjointed blotches in our life and renders them an
expression of his love. We become pictures: “examples of the
incredible wealth of his favor and kindness toward us” (Eph. 2:7).

2. Ron Lee Davis with James D. Denny, Mistreated (Portland, OR:
Multnomah Press, 1989), 147-48. /
F 4

pp. 36-37

unes & i %‘(}MJV




(Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Daily Devotions by

Kenneth W. Osbeck) Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel. Copyright - Kregel
1990. 397 pp.

Publications,

Jesus,
life.

Charles Weigle's/song, "No One Ever Cared For Me Like
was the produc ne of the darkest periods of his
Weigle spent most of hi e as an itinerant

evangelist and gospel songwriter. ne day after returnin
home from an evangel;.stlc cr_t_lgg_d_e.,_r found a note left by

his wife of m many years. The note said she had had enough of
an evangelist's life. She was leaving him. Weigle later
said that he became so despondent during the next several
years that there were even times when he contemplated
suicide. There was the terrible despair that no one really

J* cared for him anymore. Gradually his spiritual faith was
restored, and he once again became active in the Christian
ministry. Soon he felt compelled to write a song that would
be a summary of his past tragic experience. From a heart
that had been broken came these choice words that God gave
to Charles Weigle:

P-

I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus since
I found in Him a friend so strong and true; I would tell
you how He chang'd my life completely--He did something
that no other friend could do.

All my life was full of sin when Jesus found me; all
my heart was full of misery and woe; Jesus placed His
strong and loving arms around me, and He led me in the
way I ought to go.

Ev'ry day HE’comes to me with new assurance, more
and more I understand His words of love; but I'll never
know just why He came to save me, till some day I see
His blessed face above.

Chorus: No one ever cared for me like Jesus; there's
no other friend so kind as He; no one else could take
the sin and darkness from me--0 how much He cared for
me!
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