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SNAPSHOT NUMBER SIX
The Raising of Lazurus
John 11:17-44

Key Verse 11:25 "Jesus said to her, 'I myself am the resurrection and the
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life, the one who is believing in me, even if he die,
shall Tive.'"

Then Jesus having come found that he had been already four days in
the tomb.

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles.

Now many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary in order that they
might comfort them concerning their brother.

Then Martha, as soon as he heard that Jesus was coming, went out
to meet him, but Mary was sitting in the house

Then Martha said to Jesus Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.

And now I am knowing that whatever you may ask God, God will give
it to you.

Jesus is saying to her, "Your brother will arise”

Martha is saying to him, I am knowing that he will arise in the
resurrection on the last day.

Jesus said to her, "Imyself am the resurrection and the 1ife, the
one who is believing in me, even if he die, shall Tive.

And everyone who is Tiving and believing in me shall positively
never die, (Shall by no means die into the ages) Are you believing
this?

She is saying to Him, "Yes, Lord, I have believed (and still do)
that you are the Christ the Son of God, who was to come into the
world.

And having said this she went off and secretly called Mary, her
sister saying, "The teacher is here and is calliing for you."

Mow as soon as she heard, she arised at once and went to Him.

Now Jesus had not yet come into the village but was stiil in the
place where Martha met Him.

Therefore the Jews, those who were with her in the house and who
were comforting her, having seen Mary that she had arisen quickly
and gone out, followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb
in order that she might weep there.

Then Mary, when she came where Jesus was, having seen HIm, fe11

at His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.”

Then Jesus, when he saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with
her weeping was deeply moved in His spirit and troubled himself.
And he said, "Where have you laid him?" They are saying to Him,
“Lord, come and see."

Jesus wept

Then the Jews were saying, Behold, how he was loving him

But certain ones of them said, Was not this man able, who opened
the eyes of the blind, to have caused that even this one sh0u1d
not die?

Then Jesus again moved deeply in Himself is coming to the tomb now
it was a cave, and a stone was lying upon it.



Fathers

8 Bill MccCartney, head football coach at the University of
) Colorado, tells of a greeting-card company that gave away
free Mother's Day cards at a penitentiary. All the inmates
had to do was to agree to sign and address the card. So
great was the response, the company ran out of cards and had
to rush in additional boxes.

The leaders of the company then decided to do the same
thing for Father's Day. They sent word to the prisoners
ahead of time, and this time boxes arrived with an abundance
of cards.
| But no prisoners showed up. Not one. Not a single
| person came to send his dad a Father's Day card.

i Think about that a moment. As you probably realize, our
prisoners are overflowing with men and women who never had a
normal, functioning father. Most inmates grew up in homes
where the father had abandoned his family responsibilities.

These men did not find their fathers worthy of honor.
In fact, I doubt if many could even find their fathers.
PP. 277=8
(36-42)
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The Mint-Flavored Oasis

It gets pretty crowded around the oasis this time of year.
People from all over are here drinking of this wonderful water.
There's nothing like it, you know, in all of the desert.
However, we just had some news. John just brought word of a
neighbor seen a few hundred yards out there dying of thirst. His
description made cold chills run all over me. It's tough to
think about. John is great with words, you know. He can make
you think it's you dying.

Now John said he's gonna get up a little slide presentation
to go along with what he shares, because we've formed a kind of a
club. We call it "The Desert Dwellers Who Have Found the Water."
We meet every week. We have officers. We do the whole bit. We
talk about how we came to the water and how we learned to drink.

Right now there's a discussion. It's an argument actually,
as to whether the water in well "A" or "B" is better. You see
some prefer "A" because they say the water is more pure. Others
say "B" is cooler. I don't really know. I've tasted them both.
Seems to me they're just about the same since the wells are only
twenty feet apart. But people argue anyway.

One time our club sent a scout out to find and rescue the
thirsty. He did alright for a while. But you know carrying
delirious and dying people to the water of life is very hard.
It's lonely. It's thankless work. And when some of the old
timers criticized his methods he just simply quit.

Now there are times when our water goes to waste. Actually
overflowing the well because there aren't enough people to drink
it. It's a shame to see water going to waste while people die of
thirst. Some speak of forming a search and rescue party but the
person has to have the gift, you know, to do that kind of work.

The children, you ask. Well, you've noticed there are not
many children here. You see, we believe they have to find the
well for themselves so we never try to influence them. It's
funny though. Some of them have known all of their lives where
their mom and dad quench their thirst but they still act like
they're lost. And they never come near the water. I guess
that's just kids for you.

We're having some excitement in the group right now.
Somebody seems to claim to have found a mint-flavored oasis just
over the next sand dune. We've lost some of our members to them.
I can understand you know, people want variety. Water has very
little taste. And somehow if we could make it more exotic
without losing any of its thirst-quenching power I think I'd get
excited about it. I get a little bored with just the same old
thing day in and day out.

We had a funeral yesterday, and it left us all very
disturbed. A neighbor died of thirst. Doesn't make any sense.
He lived within yards of the oasis. Night after night he heard
our songs drifting across the sand telling about the wonderful
characteristics of our water. Yet he never once came here, and
he died of thirst.

You know something though. We did right by him. At his
funeral we said good things. We didn't even admit what everyone
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knew, that the poor guy died of thirst. We even put a symbol of
a water bucket on his tombstone. Thought it would make his
family feel better and it sure took away some of our guilt.

Whenever our members go out into the sand dunes we caution
them against gaudy displays of their water canteens. You can get
criticized for wearing your water on your sleeve, you know.

our big topic this year is our organization's name. Someone
has shortened it from "Desert Dwellers Who Have Found the Water™
to various terms like "The Unthirsty" or "The Satisfied" or maybe
"The Water Lovers." But you know, we've all agreed on what to
call those who are dying of thirst in the dunes. We simply call
them "Deserted."

(From "Faith Is the Victory" by Robert Kraning ® 6/27/93 First
Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton, 2801 North Brea Boulevard,
Fullerton, CA 92635 e (714)529-~5544)



INTRODUCTION:

The other day my good friend Randy chided me for having such a
big bottle of Scope mouthwash. I told him that was the only
size they had at Sam's and I had to learn a new principle:

By buying a lot you can _sauve a-little

I

Erma Bombeck has a great article called the:
"Wal-Mart metamorphosis"

Something really strange happens to me when I'm in a Wal-Mart
store. 1It's as if a metamorphosis takes place. I change from
a mild-mannered boutique looker into a power-driven shopping
machine.

It begins in the parking lot. I tell myself if I can't
find a spot near the front door, I'll go home. It's no big
deal. I don't need anything. I'm just there to look.

The longer I have to circle, the more pumped up I become.
If I don't get inside that store and get my hands around a
bargain--and soon--I'm going to hyperventilate.

I even change physically. No longer am I a woman who
shops to be seen. In a Wal-Mart, no one cares. An Elvis
sighting rates only a bored glance. If George Bush asked
directions to paint thinner, 10 people would yell, "If it had
been a snake, it would have bitten him."

Mostly what scares me is what can only be described as the
"T need this!" hormone. When it kicks in, I am like a woman
who has just traveled by dogsled over 500 miles to get
supplies for a mining camp for the year before I return. I
need supplies of bulk proportions, like drums of paint,
cartons of paper towels and crates of antifreeze. I also need
a peach parakeet, a Christmas-tree skirt kit with sequins to
attach, a case of bamboo shoots, and a pair of floral leggings
that make me look like a Disney parking lot from the rear.

I need an ice chest shaped like Marge Simpson, a plastic
topiary tree, a smoke alarm and a key ring with a scorpion
laminated in it.

To look at my cart, one would never suspect there are only
two in our family. There are enough staples to last until the
thaw--if I didn't live in the desert.

Stores like Wal-Mart that have the ambience of a monster
truck-pulling contest in progress have sprung up all over the
country. They are enormously successful. They are like giant
garage sales without the chips in the candy dishes and the
lamps that need rewiring.



They can sell 100 pounds of cat food to a dog owner,
knitting needles to someone who doesn't know which end to hold
the needles, and a bicycle water bottle to someone who thinks
it's a plant mister.

All I know is, with 36 rolls of toilet tissue in my
bathroom, my longevity is assured. I'm too cheap to die.

(From Universal Press Syndicate, "At Wit's End"
by Erma Bombeck)

Matthew 6:31-34

Do not be anxious then, saying, "What shall we eatpf" or
"What shall we drink?" or|"With what shall we clofhe
ourselves?" For all thesé things the Gentiles eggerly
seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you neged all
ese things. But seek first His kingdom and His
teousness; and all these things shall be ddded to
Therefore do not be janxious for tomorrpw; for

In o tudy of 1 _Thessalonians we are makifg/ a SPIRITUAL
Exapmg ouy /)6’ v/s beiist tle Lo,

We have raised |2 QUESTIQONS|to this poi

# ' DID WE MAKE THE RIGHT START|IN/SPIRITUAL MATTERS?

t _enter _into..a-persenal

B

relationship with Jesus Christ.

ARE YOU A PHONY?

The 2nd study is| very glosely r 1ateé)in th
if we have not com to ationship. ur religion is
just a performance fore people. It is also ssible to be
in relationship ang/ out of fellowship. We find that we have
to fake it in ord to make it.

we are phonies

A 3rd problem/that could present| itself to us and keep\ us
rom norma evelopment would be| SATAN'S HINDERING TACTEC.
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Improving Your Serve by Charles R. Swindoll

"Want a vivid illustration? Dieting. Oh, just the word brings up painful

memories. Especially when I add exercising and jogging. Who hasn't had the !
experience? We finally get sick and tired of our flab. Zippers start ripping

out. Buttons pop off. The car leans dangerously to one side when we get

in. The scales we step on punch out a little card that says, Only one at

a time, please. We laugh understandingly at Erma Bombeck's continual battle

with the bulge. You may remember, she's the one who said something like,

'I'm not telling you what I weigh but when I measure my girth and then step

on the scales, I ought to be a 90 foot redwood.'"

Improving Your Serve by Charles R. Swindoll

"Okay, we're going to thin down. In the fresh enthusiasm of zeal, we buy $60
sneakers, a couple of $85 jogging outfits, we join the local spa (another $350)
and we blow the dust off that miserable "Count Those Calories'" booklet we bought
back in the mid-seventies. We're going to shave off 30 pounds. The very first
day we start with a flash. We hit the road running like we are on fire. We
drop our intake to 700 calories a day. We choke down dry toast, cottage cheese,
sliced tomatoes and boiled egg. We snack on stuff that tastes like canary mix
and we sip on bitter herb tea until we think we are going to gag. By the third
day we are so sore we can only trot a half a block, so we get up later. The
Thanksgiving season brings too many temptations so we fudge. And finally gorge.
In less than a month, our blimp is back in the hangar. And when the urge to
exercise comes over us, we just lie down quietly until the urge goes away.

e — a S SR P
I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression by Erma Bombeck
I have dieted continuously for the last two decades and lost a total of 758 By

pounds. By all calculations, I should be hanging from a charm bracelet. Although
I kid Weight Watchers a lot, it is the only organization in which I ever lost

a great deal of weight. But I fought them. Every Thursday morning, a group

of us had to "weigh in" before the lecture. Our ritual was enough to boggle

the imagination. We got together a checklist of precautions before we actually
stepped on the scale. Bathroom? Check. Water pill? Check. Have you removed
underwear, wedding rings, nail polish? Check. Set aside shoes, corn pads and
earrings? Check. Are you wearing a summer dress beneath your winter coat?

Check.

The first week I stepped on the scale and my instructor said, "you have gained."
(Next week I cut my hair.)

The next week, she said, '"You have lost eight ounces, but that is not enough."

(I had the fillings in my teeth removed.)

The third week, I had dropped a pound, but my instructor was still not pleased.

(I had my tonsils taken out.)

Finally, she really chewed me out. She accused me of not sticking to the diet

and not taking it seriously. That hurt.

"I didn't want to tell you, " I said, "but I think I am pregnant."

"How far?" she said coldly, clicking her ballpoint pen to make a notation on

my card. '"Possibly three days," I said. She glowered, "Any other excuses?"
"Would you believe I have a cold and my head is swollen?" '"NO." '"How about

I was celebrating the Buzzard's return to Hinkley, Ohio, and had butter on my
popcorn?'" She tapped her pen impatiently on the card and stared at me silently.
"Lint in the navel?" I offered feebly. 'How about first one at the trough?"

she asked dryly. I learned quickly never to argue with a woman who had the

scales on her side. I saw my old instructor the other day and she eyed me carefully. o
asked, When are you returning to class?" '"As soon as I have my appendix removed,'" I saic
I'm not sure, but I think I heard her moan. "

I



umorous Cowboy P ry: A Knee-Slappin’ Gathering edited by staff
members) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith. Copyright - Gibbs
Smith, 1935. 176 pp.

Mlusie
lim and Trouble were ol’ pards-- G;,,—f*'ﬂ_ﬂﬁﬂ'-

Byt he always told the truth.

“You “see, Miss Addy, at the ranch
This heéxe lowdown coyote
The last™ew nights done et six hens ’
And killedMMa's best milk goat. CB)deﬂé
D o, ,ﬂ»wmm~_
“"And last nigh% when Pa heard a noi (éi)aj%h\ b&ﬂp
Out in the chicken pen, _— ”Jjﬁéz
He grabbed his gunsand said to M4, C::j) {yf

‘That coyote’s back again.’

“‘Stay back,’ he yelled % all us kids, , 'ﬂ[
‘I wouldn’'t want ya hupt! /{g{,{) [}prfaizd‘%’ﬂ
He was naked as a jaybird--

No boots, no pant no shirt!

“To the henhoude on all fours he cxawled
Like an Inj on the snoop.

Then he splick the double barrel

Throug he window of the coop.

WA e stared into the darkness,

th coyotes on his mind,
Our ol’ hound Zeke WA'S" done woke up
And come sneakin’ up behind.

“Then we all looked on plumb helpless
As Pa was cold-nosed without warnin’.
Miss Addy, we been cleanin’ chickens
Since three o’clock this mornin’!*”
pp. 78-79

(41-64)

Humor
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The Preacher’s Horse W Aw o b°3% L ke That? «
LeRoy Jones

The Preacher saw this Cowhand come a-walking up the lane--

His saddle on his shoulder and his face was marked with
pain.

The Preacher said, “Just come right in and pull you up a
chair

And tell me of the problem that has brought you to despair.”

The Cowboy said, “My horse stepped in a hole and took a
fall,

It broke his leg and so I had to shoot him. After all,

You can’t just let them suffer, but it fills me with remorse

To take his life that way; but, Preacher, now I need a
horse.”

The Preacher said, “You’'re lucky, ‘cause I‘'ve got just what
you need.

I trained a horse for my own use, but I’'1ll sellﬁyou that
steed.

He's sound as any dollar, and he’'s up to any task,



Qrou owboy Poetry: A Knee-Slappin'’ Gathering edited by staff

members) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith. Copyright - Gibbs
Smith, 1995. 176 pp.

s

You’1ll find him plenty willing, and he’ll give you all vyou
ask.

“Come out and take a look at him and see if vyou agree

He'll do for what you have in mind. He'’s good, I
guarantee.”

The chance to get a horse like that sure boosted his morale,

So he got up with the Preacher and went to the corral.

That Preacher knew his horses, that was very plain to see;

So they both struck bargain for a reasonable fee.

The Preacher said, “You've bought the best and that I'1l1l
verify.

But let me tell you one more thing before you say good-bye.

“I trained that horse to use myself and taught him by the

Book.
For you to use him here’s the rules you mustn’t overlook.
He woxrks by voice command alone; your guard you mustn’t

drop,

‘Cause Giddap doesn’t make him go, and Whoa don’t make him
stop.

*I trained him with the words I use in sermons that I
preach,

So you just need to learn these words and proper use of
each.

To make him go, say ‘'Praise the Lord.’ He’ll move right

out, and then,
Just when you want to make him stop you simply say, ‘Amen.’

“With just a bit of practice you can learn that in ne time.

These words will make him hit a run, or stop him on a dime.

So this Cowpuncher saddled up and then he climbed aboard,

And making this small clicking sound said, “ck, ck, Praise
the Loxd!”

"

The horse stepped out and in a canter headed down the lane.

He said, “Amen,* and then the horse came to a stop again.

Why this would be more simply than he ever dared to hope,

And with that knowledge, shouting “Praise the Lord,” he hit
a lope.

With fluid motion horse and rider seemed to be as one--
The distance simply fell away. That horse could truly run.
The Cowpoke doesn’'t seem to know how far he’d really gone
Until amazed he saw the cleft that he had come upon.

He knew it was the river with a bluff on either side,

And knew if he went over he had taken his last ride.

“Whoa, horse!” he shouted and pulled back with all his
might,

But that horse didn’'t break his stride or slow his headlong

flight. th

Now what was it the Preacher said thaﬂqwould have to say
To make that horse come to a stop, now did he say to pray?
That’'s not quite it. Oh, now I know. “AMEN,” he fairly



(Humorous wboy Poetry: A Knee-Slappin’ Gathering edited by staff
members) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith. Copyright - Gibbs
smith, 1995. 176 pp.

shrieked
. And brought him to a sliding stop--but he could hardly
P speak.
His heart was right up in his throat and pounding like a
drum,
And he could barely catch his breath, the scare left him so
numb.
The bluff edge there was right back underneath the horse’s
chin.
How lucky he remembered that he had to say "“Amen.”
He stood up in his stirrups there and looked down at the
bluff.
There wasn’t room for one more step. Man, that was close
enough!
He’'d almost met his maker and collected his reward.
He sunk back in the saddle as he sighed, “Oh, Praise the
Loxrd!”
pp. 87-88
(41-65)
—AGing

The Lost Cow
Phil Kennington

Now Jed had lost his hearing
And he’'d also lost his cow,
And he’d hunted hill and hollow,
L. But he’'d lost his trail somehow.

So Je'd, he asked the preacher
Tosrecruit some help at church.

The predgher said he’'d ask for men
To help him with his search.

So Sunday from, the pulpit
Came the ca for voluntee#s.
Jed told ‘em that“his cow waé black
With white arouhd botk ears.

b
Said, $§a could spot Aler easy
‘Cause both he#” horns“turned up.
She’ll answer wheén she hears_her name--
She’s calléd ole ‘Buttercup’.”

Then Jed . described her, horn to tail,
Hig#picture left no doubt,

And f#hey organized a big cow hunt
To start when church was out.

The preacher had one more concern
Before his Sunday text,

And he checked his church agenda

2 To determine what was next.

He announced a brand new member,
Widder Jones was asked to stand.
Then the congregation offered
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v.39 Jesus is saying, remove the stone. Martha, the sister of the one
; who had died is saying to him, "Lord, by this time the smell must
) be offensive, for it is four days."
v.40 Jesus is saying to her, "Did I not say to you that if you would
believe, you would see the glory of God? Then they removed the stone.
v.41 And Jesus Tifted up His eyes above and said Father, "I thank you
because you heard me
v.42 Now I know that you are always hearing me but on account of the crowd
which is standing around, I spoke, in order that they might believe
that you sent me.
v.43 And having said these things He shouted with a great voice, "Lazurus
come out!"
v.44 The one who had died came out his feet and hands boud with bandages,

. and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus is saying to them unloose
@@tw% him and permit

@ Neesr EXPOSITION

e(8] verses 29-37, and then

this passage I would 1ike to divide it into\four par
e settm mier'ses 17- 19I and th@ﬁ& 5555% :w'ﬁf{g

We will note together that the Lorg Jesus ecei est from Mar
3 d M tha thes ] e

sends a message tO e sS1sters say 'ng,
t

\-a- ~ J-Aa, -pm...,
ad been alread

Lovd, You Ave La-n’t /"
\ Tntevurew = “" °“{t Cocod Chan Cowy out oF-fﬂus.
Nhen the Lord Jesus arrives at the hone%’ﬁh of rus, Mary, and Martga,

we Ed that Lazurus has already been dead for four days. weutzd ﬁa. -:-JJ—
ay

In the land 0 Pa1est1ne because of the terr1b1e heat, during thes
it was the custom of the Jews toJmuugjzuuj;guﬁuLjL_guLugg_ as possible.
They also had a tradition that persons spirit remained by the tomb until

and on the fourth day the countenance changed and the spirit
vgvﬂﬁ. son was definitely dead after the fourth aex;
{JWWW

This 1ittle city that Mary and Martha and Lazurus lived in was just a
couple of miles from the great religious center of that day--the city of

Jerusalem. Acvogs S Kideow Uetley om 4be hitside 6F v Mount oF v,

Its close proximity to the city of Jerusalem made it possible for many
people to come to Bethany in just a short period of time. The Lord Jesus
often retired hom Mary and Martha and Lazurus to get away from

the cr

Many of the Jews had made the 30-40 minute walk to the village of Bethany
to comfort Martha and Mary in the loss of their brother.

Psowlar Remily — toell- kel — Mony had <od ad mawl.e T Ll
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With this setting before us, yould like verv much fo 0 _conside ho
) 3vio catiyve dealing with three d aerent people_in this passage who
: ﬂhuJan have verv different need It is my prayer that as we consider this

nuuﬂ1 ogether we might recognize the fact that no matter what our needs might ,4#
haaarus Deg the Saviour is cogni of these needS and 1s"?umfﬁ?€v prepa tﬁk‘
needs of our hearts

as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming

u)/ """"" : ary was sitting & Nouse.
(L Martha is a very interesting person in the Scriptuges. We see thr
Y i er in t d of God. We see her 1@%& 10 as the Lord
W w esus has come to Visl er home 1n Bethany, and Mary chooses to remain
2 inactive and to Tisten to the Saviour and Martha gets somewhat perturbed

99 by this and just bursts in on the Lord and Mary and stands over him with

her hands on her hips and says"Lord do you not care that my sister is
leaving me alone to serve? Speak to her now so that she will take hold
with me and do her part." And the Lord says to her, "Martha, Martha,
you are worried and excited about many things."

This 1is tﬂzzgecondnfjct that we see of her here in gnhn 11. She is

‘g;;\\h\\‘remaining true to form in that she is busily engaged about many things.
Thggﬁhjnd icture that we see of Martha is in the 12th chapter of John

iting on tgb1es.

ﬁrﬂb i is time, I'm sure she would be a real
ghﬂ CﬁW}L jovial light-hearted sort of a person who is always busily engaged n

'Q\\,'\'\Q er_wr:d' f_‘_/__&_—_/ (?0__(_2_/_{:}-7 Ti’-(_g T{ﬂ ,‘ C‘f._rdﬁboc}‘ L% ér'#“;’!"“"?_i’;ng
\u;a She would probably beﬁi_lizilg bit on the heavy side because she spent
\\aﬁi W a_great deal of her time cooking, and I'm confident that her cookin
W _must _hayve agreed with her. Her verse would have probably been, “Ea%;

o
& drink, and b ) diet, "
,&N;A’ & p‘\ d_be merry, for tomorrow we diet e e Banalasid Giokue,
She would be the type of person who would get nervous and excited if

o

everything wasnit just right and .11 ings didn y--S| e :
d\asw i 1}t just right and if things didn't he_felt
Q&X \n0 4 they should. Taw. So Aense _iw_ e T ‘f,.i.‘t 02l fq.‘f g

Cﬁﬂ“\v‘. Martha is _true character as soon as she hears that Jesus is coming
She.goes out to meet him. 't wait for him to come to the house.
The contrast, however, to this was that
c 7 3_S3 o ‘" i 0 ad _been

-

Martha is speaking these words somewhat upset and hurt in that she had
expected Jesus to have gotten there before her brother passed away. Had
not the Lord said This sickness is not unto death but for the Glory of

God. Lcm(, You Qre Late. Y 7
_ \ ;Ja(‘fJ Ly &
4ot rmarbiced Tk Moo~ BLHS
/ )‘-‘-’/rnt,,,,.\_é,«’;(—{.cp [ Coaj\ o idln I . H’( ( / L /
A 5 ). " \ & TNz e
\J‘U& faliage A '//Zﬁ"fc/\ = BHew . 9 Mg J ¢
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But many folks eat their hearts out, suffering from the
contagious "If Only" disease. Its germs infect every slice
of life. )

If only I had more money

If only I could make better grades

If only we owned a nicer home

If only we hadn't made that bad investment
If only I hadn't come from such a bad background
if only she would have stayed married to me
If only our pastor were a stronger preacher
If only my child were able to walk

If only we could have children

If only we didn't have children

If only the business could have succeeded
If only my husband hadn't died so young

If only I would've said "No" to drugs

If only they had given me a break

If only I hadn't had that accident

If only we could get back on our feet

If only he would ask me out

If only people would accept me as I am

If only my folks hadn't divorced

If only I had more friends

The list is endless. Woven through the fabric of all
those words is an attitude that comes from the simple choice
to see the negative side of life, the choice to be unhappy
about almost everything that happens. Taken far enough, it
leads to the dead-end street of self-pity--one of the most
distasteful and inexcusable of all attitudes.
pp. 72-73
(36-50)

Contentment

As the Chinese philosopher Lao-Tzu once said:

There is no calamity greater than lavish desires.
fhere is no greater guilt than discontentment.
And™there is no greater disaster than greed. e
p. 76 A
(36-50) P

=

Romans 12:20-21

"But what does all this mean abo{_x"éaping burning coals on
his head?" P
In ancient days, homes“w€re heated and meals were fixed

on a small portable stoye, sofeyhat like our outside
barbecue grills. Frefuently, a person would run low on hot
coals and would need to replenish hiswsupply. The container

was commonly edrried on the head. So a he individual
passed bepeath second-story windows, thoughtful people who
had extra hot coals in their possession would ‘reach out of
the~Window and place them in the container atop h head.
Phanks to the thoughtful generosity of a few folks, Ire _would
arrive at the site with a pile of burning coals on his head
and a ready-made fire for cooking and keeping warm.

v
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Martha did know this that death could not abide in the presence of the
Lord Jesus. The thing that Martha d1dﬁ,ot know was that Jesus had

promised to be with us for he says, ‘o, I am wi u always." The
test1mony of the Psa]m1st “fﬁ- thoug! a"' 1k through the ua 1ey of
i1l fear no evi for you are with me.” And

H@BFEWS BSb, ﬂ;jﬂjl_ngxgr_lggl_ thee, nor forsa e thee."

Martha needed to learn the Tlesson that Jesus does not have to be there
in physical form to have his presence be with us.

Verse Twenty Two:§ " knowing that whatever you may ask God

a0d W 2 O YOu.
Martha is confident that the Lord Jesus has aand that
as a result of his fellowship and communion WT G r, the request

that he might make will certainly be granted.

'Verse Twent\mThree: ‘wesys is saying to her. “Your brother will arise.

Here is a simple statement of what God is going to do, and yet we will
note that Wﬂmﬂﬂé&-

Verse Twent Four

She knows that the Lord will raise Lazurus in the last day, but that is
not very much comfort for the present.

Martha cannot see that Jesus Christ could be speaking of the resent

',,_,»%/snuatwn Re’euani--h +ha Present S't'f‘uu"lm hdp

o Andrew
g, / Martha can onl im of the future. Her dim eyes and trembling
/ =1934*$ ' hands could not grasp the grand truth that he who stood before her had the
! 4¢ LV keys of Tife and deat_ _and that in her master dwelled all the fullness, of
wort R oy M)

i £ 7.l . ypaliday 0vd -
}¥EJQI3 =57 - A,_ . 3 ey ST AT he r resurre?'jon v
/ 4’-“"_‘/ PRI G e T e e R O TR S et e g i =

Here Jesus points out the fact that he is two things. First of all, he
L is the resurrection and secondly, he is the Tlife.

What a glorious declaration this is from the lips of the Saviour that

everyone who is 1iving and believing in the Lord Jesus shall positively
never die.

) You will note that he concludes this verse w1th a piercing quest10n to

Martha: Age.vou believing this?

%Egn tn rpaiiv be o _trus
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Verse Twenty Seven

"She is sa in-

to Him, Yes, Lord I have be]ieved

This is Martha's statement of faith. &W

know what heﬁcou1d

because she was so active jades nistake here iy

8. f S ce G ne '0?‘ 1thout giving nim further o Dportunity

and thenihastily pra nd rush
before the Lord has opportun ty to spea w1th us.

What a completely different personality Mary is from Martha.

Whenever we see Mary in the Scriptures, we see her at the feet of the Lord

wq-rcl Jesus We note in Luke 10 that she is at the feet of the Lord Jesus

UJ i ]]iﬁggggg ;g his Wﬁrg here in this cﬁapfer, sﬁe 1S AT TNI1S Teer .
ﬂfﬁﬂi:ﬁ and in John 12 she is at the feet of the esus worshipp
wWSlnEB ”ﬁ ,,,,, ‘

Jesus is evidently still talking with his disciples and some of the Jews
who had met him on the outskirts of Bethany when Mary comes to him.

erse Thirty One

hatSe and who we) miﬂiﬁlﬂ“m{:rﬂuf-m'.mn-:m.-m-rum-u
lznmrrn-ﬁnﬁﬁnnnia-lriirﬁﬁfllﬁﬁiiiﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁiiff]iiﬁiﬁiﬁﬁgiﬁﬁaimﬁﬁﬂﬁiijimﬁ
mmnﬁﬁninﬁﬁnmiiiﬁ?ﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁiﬁl“ ) -

The Jews who had come from Jerusalem to comfort Mary and Martha saw Mary
get up and leave quickly and they thought that she was going out to the
tomb of her brother so that she might continue weeping there.




4 . /.'31" =(€A o | )({._VM S -\-1@ b
dotieps ik Sy o % :@/ e
s P27 e (8375 -

Mary comes to Jesus and when she sees him, she falls at his feet and through
eyes filled with tears she simply makes

) %% E?E Scriptuces, “"lord if you had been here, my brother wouia not Eave RN

We can note together that she says the very same thing that Martha said.
I am sure that Martha and Mary many times before the Lord Jesus came and
right after the death of their brother had made this statement to one
another. "If only the Lord could have been here, then Lazurus would not
have died."

4
After all didn't the Lord Jesus say that ithis_sickness was not to be
unto deathE but for the GTorz of Godr" that the Son of God might be

gloritie ereby.

What a painful thing this must have been for them to see their brother's
1ife slowly ebbing away and endeavoring to keep faith in the words of the
Lord Jesus that this sickness was not going to be unto death and then

to see death actually come and then to question and to wonder why the
Lord Jesus had Tled them astray.

_How Timited is our perspect ve when it comes to life and how easy i R C .
il . i g P
= ,":", e .D{,’ 50018 M Cati upov Me ;h_"i'.‘*"* da C’r:h"f‘ ble ﬁ.;r
' 1oer: Hhee v Thow Sha/d 7107 Fy Me= £

wi
W "For My thoughts are not yoﬁr‘d%}%oughts, Neither are your} g »xusss
po y ways, declares the Lord. Foa as the heavens are higher than the T4, feust
. \hps earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your me i rour finll
" thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do ﬁﬁ*mswﬁsgii
W not return there without watering the earth, and Making it bear and sprouts, ™’ (% =%
'S R o and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so shall My word que meqlory
Nt o be wich_gogs forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, without
x \ot y»‘“ accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for LS |
*5 ?dy which I sent it." Youu catl Thad A resaue ' I lect may Jub | 22 Faws lateg s

Q"" wWow!, whad @ Mirecfe b+ What a liFe what 4 Plecm !
Verse Thirty Three:

when he saw her weeping and the Jews

P"\\ W00 R0 Cone With he deeply moved n HI1S SPIrit and troubled
Here the Lord Jesus Jdentifies with Mary in her sorrow. We will note
how differently the Saviour deals with Mary as from how he dealt with
Martha.
Mary was in dﬁggg;%;e need QE 5¥W9%ﬁh¥ ani iﬁmig;; and the Saviour bears
1S heart of love to reveal to us the fac at we have a Saviour who
cares. =
e

re

hed with my arief, And the days are wearv, the long
know my Saviour cares.”

The Lord Jesus does not say very much here, his presence is enough, He
has==pr0m1se§ Uus nis presence 1n Cife's d1ff13u'-1§§sﬁua%ﬁ.
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fsaiah 41:10 "Fear thou not for I am with thee, be not dismayed. For I
am thy Go will strengthen thee, yea I will help thee, vea I will up-
hold thee w1th the right hand of my righteousness."

So deeply did Jesus enter into the wounded hearts and the sorrows of
people that his heart wrung with anguish and every pang that rends the
rows_had rt

What a blessing this is to know that in the hour of grief or in the hour
of need the Saviour reveals himself as one who cares.

LI Corin “'“'“”Z:@“Qf“BIessed be God even the Father of our Lord Jesu
Chgg;t The father Qf_mgnwle andh%ﬁe—ﬁ;d of all co_f%gj‘qﬂo comforteth
us in all of our tribulation that we-may be "abl€ to comfort them which

are in any trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted
of God.

Verse Thirty Five: "Qﬁi“i Hﬁﬂi
Here we find the Lord Jesus outwardly identifying with Mary in her grief.
You will note that with Mary™1t 15 JUSC Nis presence"mfﬁa__f’r‘g'!frn man

the fact that he cares. Now ;gg weeping confirms the inner thoughts of
his heart.

In e
'.ﬁ@p“'l‘ i
TR

i T and now in verse 3a=we get the

estation ofhh1s gr1e? by the tears that are in his eyes.

Mith tears in His eyes and anguish in _his heart, the Lord Jesus ]dent1f1es
**‘ Wit ary in her deepest nee

—

/N_f__—/—"—'m‘*—
in our time of grief, but he also feels with usil
, =3

He not only/ feels for us
s

Make no m1stake these are genuine tears of anquish and bereavement even
as the tears which he shed over the waywardness of the city of Jerusalem

were genuine. @/ Jerusalem .- —Gavien oF Gethsewsane , —
Verse Thirty Six:? "Then the Jews were sazmﬂi Beho‘ldi how he was 10v1ng

Immediately the Jews recognized the fact that in his tears he was manifesting
the fact he had a Tove for Lazurus.

By

l'l- IS Not A A Quﬂ-ﬂfm dF ﬂb lﬁ" lu"' "'I]m..;g‘ . &431

Here the Jews raised the gquestion as to the ability of Jesus who had

opened the gyes of the man who had been born blind in John 9 as to his
ability to have caused Lazurus not to have experienced death.

nowld -'nTiI.'
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It is interesting to note that their question reveals the fact that
obviously now it is too late since death has already taken its victim
and that the only hope for Lazurus would have been that Jesus could have
healed him before he died.

Ex
%)
It is most interesting that fhe LQEd Jesus makes no defense here but | S L,j’T;{ J
quietly goes on preparing for action. K%fizL“ |
y : +o -
s great comf e o

that he's gone the way before us and we are following 1n his

steps.

[saiah 43:2  "When thou passes through the waters I will be with thee
and through the rivers they shall not overflow thee. When thou walkest
through the f1re thou shall not be burned, neither shall the flame

183 3&-*4-4* ]

John describes for us the tomb as be1nq a typical tomb of those days as
a cave which had a large stone 1ying upon it which was to keep the wild
animals out.

Here John once again expresses the inner grief and pain of this hour
of bereavement.

You will note the command of the Saviour to remove the stone and then
Martha, the sister of Lazurus, becomes somewhat disturbed and says,
"Lord by this time the smell must be offensive for it is four days."

She is just simply saying, " Are you sure you know what you are doing
in asking that the stone ?

‘Martha does not et see what her Saviour is doing and for some of us i

Us 1t sometimes seems 11ke a jumble pwcture puzzle and how exciting and
thrilling it is to see some of the pieces beqan to fall into place.

Here Martha exper1ences a stern rebuke from the Lord and a reminder once

again of the fact in raising the question "
0 believe, vou would see the glory of God.

Oh Martha, if you could only learn now the lesson that there is a great
ggkbetween knowing something and really believing it, or in believing
something and really implementing that belief in a time of crisis.

Trus+ Me !l _r\"lbmfl. 's on +he way !
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a, you'll see the glory of God revealed in this difficult
situation. Don't miss it by trying to interfere in the purpose of God.
| rmae——cR T

How differe ord does things from what we think.sometimes and even
over o 0 g

Verse Forty One:

FRAT -'ml--x-'(tl“l'l:f )

One is reminded of Elijah in[ELKings 18:37 "Here me oh Lord, hear me that
ﬁk-;his geog]e might know that you are the Lord God and tﬁaf Eﬁou hast_turned
in. and _the fire of Jehovah fell.’

mw_tmmuw_\mw%g
or_contlict. With tears in his eves, and anguish in his heart he move

to.the battle with death."

How sensitive the ears of the Father are to the cries of his children,
when we are walking in communion and fellowship with him.

g ou are always hearing me but on account
: _i’:‘l‘irili'ﬁ-imﬂir_-el-m.(-n-lmu-a-urlumu-uu.“'"" o

I

Quite a crowd of Jews has come with Mary and Martha, also the disciples
so the Lord 1ifts his eyes to heaven to pray.

His purpose in praying is stated in this verse,*in order that they might
believe that you sent me!* Notice once again the Lord Jesus emphasis upon
believing. He reveals himself to Martha as the ressurection and the

1ife so that her faith might be strengthened and become relevent to the
present situation. Here he prays in order that those who are on lookers
might truly believing in him.as the Son of God, and this too underscores

John's purpose in writing the book that everyone might know that he is
God come in human flesh.

'Verse Forty Three:

lll-ﬁl_lll lﬁ-“l"l‘ll

"And having Sa1d thESe th]n
e

You will note that once again‘;hi;.i%=g’ggmmgnd{ After he_has spoken
to the father, he shouts with a great voice to the dead, [Lazurus. come

srhe shouted w1th a

"Tﬁé voice of the archange] with a trumph
of God and the dead in Chr1st shall rise first."

the tremendo ower of these words. This is the same voice who in

I'm sure the disciples
Mwoum say even as they sa1d in that storm- tossei boat, who is this that
.ppeven the wind and the waves obey his voice. Who is th1s that even the
g;égsaaﬁead will hear and obey as he speaks.

Be it known here ag% ggw that God is willing to do for us al] that his
grace an power will allow him to do.
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ds laz rus to come out beca i f u "

) he resurrection and would have emptie t e
1tnesses

Verse Forty Four:

WL Daitidles . df]ll

mmmrrrrmdun-.mmnm .riﬁ e

What a graphic picture of the Son of God, the one who has power over life
and death.

Here is a 1living man in the c
pronounces another command, %Q@dﬂ

thes of the dead, and so the Lord Jesus ] Yaurs 0

im, and permit him to depart." = =% '

s i“ff—f{l‘g?,z.

5 _12:1.2  "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so TSom - ShBEE
great a cloud of witnesses. Let us Tlay aside every weight and the sin . & b 104l
which does so easily beset us and let us run with patience the race that ..~ s
is set before us looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross despising the
shame, and then sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."
——

8:32 ' "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you

t was the ability to take her faith and believe and to put

on in the midst of a crisis to learn to really trust God.
I believe, help thou my unbelief.

It is one thing to be appreﬁfnd1ng
> To Martha it was the question of Can
i Does she really have the faith to Let
[ Let God at th1s particular time.

l&’ Belief applied to the present situation is trust in God's ability to,
vgg’ handTg the circumstances.

_ Jca_mfyou trustme_z Iamcapab'le of handling this situation.

ares and that his presence with her was the most important th1ng
at Tike a mother with a small babe in the next room, the Father's

E&respasses’éhd sin."



We had a funeral yesterday, and it left us all very
disturbed. A neighbor died of thirst. Doesn't make any sense.
He lived within yards of the oasis. Night after night he heard
our songs drifting across the sand telling about the wonderful
characteristics of our water. Yet he never once came here, and

"he died of thirst.
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Lazurus, 1'11 meet your needs and it will be a witness to the world of
what I can do.

Many of you listening to my voice do not know Jesus Christ as your personal
Saviour. The thrilli ing today is to tell you that in Jesus Christ
there is life. In U0 e read "That in Him was 1ife and the life

was the Tight of men.” [Rom 5:12 'we read "Wherefore as by one man

sin entered into the worTd a d death by sin, so death passed upon all

men for that all had sinned." And in John 10:10 we read, "He is come

ife and might have it more

that is Jesus Christ that we might have
abundantly."

:2. "Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the

& day may br{ng forth."

I think the great challenge of this particular passage is that the

is.uadting fo meef vour needs whether your need is represented in the

needs that Martha presents, or whether your needS are represented in_
» Or perhaps if your need is represented in the need for

Those of Mary
T1ife and 1ib hat, Too, can be realized in a relationship to
Jesus Christ,
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