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SNAPSHOT NUMBER SIX 
The Raising of Lazurus 

John 11: 17-44 

Key Verse 11:25 "Jesus said to her, 'I myself am the resurrection and the 
life, the one who is believing in me, even if he die, 
shall live."' 

TEXT 

v.17 Then Jesus having come found that he had been already four days in 
the tomb. 

v.18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles. 
v.19 Now many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary in order that they 

might comfort them concerning their brother. 
v.20 Then Martha, as soon as he heard that Jesus was coming, went out 

to meet him, but Mary was sitting in the house 
v.21 Then Martha said to Jesus Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 
v.22 And now I am knowing that whatever you may ask God, God will give 

it to you. 
v.23 Jesus is saying to her, "Your brother will arise" 
v.24 Martha is saying to him, I am knowing that he will arise in the 

resurrection on the last day. 
v.25 Jesus said to her, "!myself am the resurrection and the life, the 

one who is believing in me, even if he die, shall live. 
v.26 And everyone who is living and believing in me shall positively 

never die. (Shall by no means die into the ages) Are you believing 
this? 

v.27 She is saying to Him, "Yes, Lord, I have believed (and still do) 
that you are the Christ the Son of God, who was to come into the 
world. 

v.28 And having said this she went off and secretly called Mary, her 
sister saying, "The teacher is here and is ca 11 i ng for you." 

v.29 Now as soon as she heard, she arised at once and went to Him. 
v.30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still in the 

place where Martha met Him. 
v.31 Therefore the Jews, those who were with her in the house and who 

were comforting her, having seen Mary that she had arisen quickly 
and gone out, followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb 
in order that she might weep there. 

v.32 Then Mary, when she came where Jesus was, having seen Him, fell 
at His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died." 

v. 33 Then Jesus, when he saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with 
her weeping was deeply moved in His spirit and troubled himself. 

v.34 And he said, "Where have you laid him?" They are saying to Him, 
"Lord, come and see." 

v.35 Jesus wept 
v.36 Then the Jews were saying, Behold, how he was loving him 
v.37 But certain ones of them said, Was not this man able, who opened 

the eyes of the blind, to have caused that even this one should 
not die? 

v.38 Then Jesus again moved deeply in Himself is coming to the tomb now 
it was a cave, and a stone was lying upon it. 
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Fathers 

) 

) 

) 

Bill McCartney, head football coach at 
Colorado, tells of a greeting-card company 
free Mother's Day cards at a penitentiary. 
had to do was to agree to sign and address 
great was the response, the company ran out 
to rush in additional boxes. 

the University of 
that gave away 
All the inmates 

the card. So 
of cards and had 

The leaders of the company then decided to do the same 
thing for Father's Day. They sent word to the prisoners 
ahead of time, and this time boxes arrived with an abundance 
of cards. 

But no prisoners showed up. Not one. Not a single 
person came to send his dad a Father's Day card. 

Think about that a moment. As you probably realize, our 
prison~s are overflowing with men and women who never had a 
normal, functioning father. Most inmates grew up in homes 
where the father had abandoned his family responsibilities. 

These men did not find their fathers worthy of honor. 
In fact, I doubt if many could even find their fathers. 
pp. 277-8 
(36-42) 
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The Mint-Flavored Oasis 

j Jw. cJ: ti.Jeth/ or-- '·' ~ 
Ja~ l: /??Y'R~J o;:/,fV 

o Yv t<c'"l 11-' ~~ 

It gets pretty crowded around the oasis this time of year. 
People from all over are here drinking of this wonderful water. 
There's nothing like it, you know, in all of the desert. 
However, we just had some news. John just brought word of a 
neighbor seen a few hundred yards out there dying of thirst. His 
description made cold chills run all over me. It's tough to 
think about. John is great with words, you know. He can make 
you think it's you dying. 

Now John said he's gonna get up a little slide presentation 
to go along with what he shares, because we've formed a kind of a 
club. We call it "The Desert Dwellers Who Have Found the Water." 
We meet every week. We have officers. We do the whole bit. We 
talk about how we came to the water and how we learned to drink . 

Right now there's a discussion. It's an argument actually, 
as to whether the water in well "A" or "B" is better. You see 
some prefer "A" because they say the water is more pure. Others 
say "B" is cooler. I don't really know. I've tasted them both. 
Seems to me they're just about the same since the wells are only 
twenty feet apart. But people argue anyway. 

One time our club sent a scout out to find and rescue the 
thirsty. He did alright for a while. But you know carrying 
delirious and dying people to the water of life is very hard. 
It's lonely. It's thankless work. And when some of the old 
timers criticized his methods he just simply quit. 

Now there are times when our water goes to waste. Actually 
overflowing the well because there aren't enough people to drink 
it. It's a shame to see water going to waste while people die of 
thirst. Some speak of forming a search and rescue party but the 
person has to have the gift, you know, to do that kind of work. 

The children, you ask. Well, you've noticed there are not 
many children here. You see, we believe they have to find the 
well for themselves so we never try to influence them. It's 
funny though. Some of them have known all of their lives where 
their mom and dad quench their thirst but they still act like 
they're lost. And they never come near the water. I guess 
that's just kids for you. 

We're having some excitement in the group right now. 
Somebody seems to claim to have found a mint-flavored oasis just 
over the next sand dune. We've lost some of our members to them. 
I can understand you know, people want variety. Water has very 
little taste. And somehow if we could make it more exotic 
without losing any of its thirst-quenching power I think I'd get 
excited about it. I get a little bored with just the same old 
thing day in and day out. 

We had a funeral yesterday, and it left us all very 
disturbed. A neighbor died of thirst. Doesn't make any sense. 
He lived within yards of the oasis. Night after night he heard 
our songs drifting across the sand telling about the wonderful 
characteristics of our water. Yet he never once came here, and 
he died of thirst. 

You know something though. We did right by him. At his 
funeral we said good things. We didn't even admit what everyone 
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knew, that the poor guy died of thirst. We even put a symbol of 
a water bucket on his tombstone. Thought it would make his 
family feel better and it sure took away some of our guilt. 

Whenever our members go out into the sand dunes we caution 
them against gaudy displays of their water canteens. You can get 
criticized for wearing your water on your sleeve, you know. 

Our big topic this year is our organization's name. Someone 
has shortened it from "Desert Dwellers Who Have Found the Water" 
to various terms like "The Unthirsty" or "The Satisfied" or maybe 
"The Water Lovers." But you know, we've all agreed on what to 
call those who are dying of thirst in the dunes. We simply call 
them "Deserted." 

(From "Faith Is the Victory" by Robert Kraning@ 6/27 /93 First 
Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton, 2801 North Brea Boulevard, 
Fullerton, CA 92635 • (714)529-5544) 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The other day my good friend Randy chided me for having such a 
big bottle of Scope mouthwash . I told him-that was the only 
size they had at Sam's and I had to learn a new principle: 

By buying a lot you cap save a l ittl'il 

Erma Bernbeck has a great article called the: 

"Wal-Mart metamorphosis" 

Something really strange happens to me when I'm in a Wal-Mart 
store. It's as if a metamorphosis takes place. I change from 
a mild-mannered boutique looker into a power-driven shopping 
mac hine . 

It begins in the parking lot. I tell myself if I can't 
find a spot near the front door, I'll go home. It's no big 
deal. I don't need anything. I'm just there to look. 

The longer I have to circle, the more pumped up I become. 
If I don't get inside that store and get my hands around a 
bargain--and soon--I'm going to hyperventilate. 

I even change physically. No longer am I a woman who 
shops to be seen. In a Wal-Mart, no one cares. An Elvis 
sighting rates only a bored glance. If George Bush asked 
directions to paint thinner, 10 people would yell, "If it had 
been a snake, it would have bitten him." 

Mostly what scares me is what can only be described as the 
"I need this!" hormone. When it kicks in, I am like a woman 
who has just traveled by dogsled over 500 miles to get 
supplies for a mining camp for the year before I return. I 
need supplies of bulk proportions, like drums of paint, 
cartons of paper towels and crates of antifreeze~ I also need 
a peach parakeet, a Christmas-tree skirt k it with sequins to 
attach, a case of bamboo shoots, and a pair of floral leggings 
that make me look like a Disney parking lot from the rear. 

I need an ice chest shaped like Marge Simpson, a plastic 
topiary tree, a smoke alarm and a key ring with a scorpion 
laminated in it. 

To look at my cart, one would never suspect there are only 
two in our family. There are enough staples to last until the 
thaw--if I didn't live in the desert. 

Stores like Wal-Mart that have the ambience of a monster 
truck-pulling contest in progress have sprung up all over the 
country. They are enormously successful. They are like giant 
garage sales without the chips in the candy dishes and the 
lamps that need rewiring. 
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They can sell 100 pounds of cat food to a dog owner, 
knitting needles to someone who doesn't know which end to hold 
the needles, and a bicycle water bottle to someone who thinks 
it's a plant mister. 

All I know is, with 36 rolls of toilet tissue in my 
bathroom, my longevity is assured. I'm too cheap to die. 

(From Universal Press Syndicate, "At Wit's End" 
by Erma Bambeck) 

Matthew 6:31-34 

Do not be anxious then, s ying, 
"What shall we drink?" or "With what shall we clo he 
ourselves?" For all thes things the Gentiles e gerly 
seek; for your heavenly F ther knows that you n ed all 

ese things. But seek f rst His kingdom and 
ri teousness; and all th se things shall be to 
you. Therefore do not be nxious for tomorr 
tomor w will care for its lf. Each day h 
trouble f its own. 

I 

g l a SPIRITUAL 
I 

Jl...e l cHd . ( 

We have raised 

r;;T~ 
r 

~DID WE MAKE THE RIGHT ST T IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS? 

- - ----rt1S"ftr: s L en~i-fl~ ,i..i;,s-~ 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

[§s!~ON #2j 
ARE YOU A PHONY? 

The 2nd study isl-very lated in th 
if we have not c~m eo a 1onship. 

we are phonies 
ur religion is 

ssible to be just a performance fore peopl . It is also 
in relationship an out of fell ship. We find 
to fake it in ord r to make it. 
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Improving Your Serve by Charles R. Swindoll 

"Want a vivid illustration? Dieting. Oh, just the word brings up painful 
memories . Especially when I add exercising and jogging. Who hasn't had the 
experience? We finally get sick and tired of our flab . Zippers start ripping 
out . Buttons pop off . The car leans dangerously to one side when we get 
in. The scales we step on punch out a little card that says, Only one at 
a time, please. We laugh understandingly at Erma Bombeck's continual battle 
with the bulge. You may remember, she ' s the one who said something like, 
'I'm not telling you what I weigh but when I measure my girth and then step 
on the scales, I ought to be a 90 foot redwood.'" 

Improving Your Serve by Charles R. Swindoll 

"Okay, we're going to thin down. In the fresh enthusiasm of zeal , we buy $60 
sneakers, a couple of $85 jogging outfits, we join the local spa (another $350) 
and we blow the dust off that miserable "Count Those Calories" booklet we bought 
back in the mid-seventies. We're going to shave off 30 pounds. The very first 
day we start with a flash. We hit the road running like we are on fire . We 
drop our intake t o 700 calories a day. We choke down dry toast, cottage cheese, 
sliced tomatoes and boiled egg . We snack on stuff that tastes like canary mix 
and we sip on bitter herb tea until we think we are going to gag . By the third 
day we are so sore we can only trot a half a block, so we get up later. The 
Thanksgiving season brings too many temptations so we fudge. And finally gorge . 
In less than a month, our blimp is back in the hangar. And when the urge to 
exercise comes over us, we just lie down quietly until the urge goes away. 

I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression by Erma Bambeck 

I have dieted continuously for the last two decades and lost a total of 758 
pounds . By all calculations, I should be hanging from a charm bracelet. Although 
I kid Weight Watchers a lot, it is the only organization in which I ever lost 
a great deal of weight. But I fought them. Every Thursday morning, a group 
of us had to "weigh in" before the lecture . Our ritual was enough to boggle 
the imagination. We got together a checklist of precautions before we actually 
stepped on the scale. Bathroom? Check . Water pill? Check . Have you removed 
underwear, wedding rings, nail polish? Check . Set aside shoes, corn pads and 
earrings? Check. Are you wearing a summer dress beneath your winter coat? 
Check. 
The first week I stepped on the scale and my instructor said, "you have gained." 
(Next week I cut my hair.) 
The next week, she said, "You have lost eight ounces, but that is not enough." 
(I had the fillings in my teeth removed.) 
The third week, I had dropped a pound, but my instructor was still not pleased . 
(I had my tonsils taken out . ) 
Finally, she really chewed me out. She accused me of not sticking to the diet 
and not taking it seriously. That hurt. 
"I didn't want to tell you, " I said, "but I think I am pregnant . " 
"How far?" she said coldly, clicking her ballpoint pen to make a notation on 
my card. "Possibly three days," I said . She glowered, "Any other excuses?" 
"Would you believe I have a cold and my head is swollen?" "NO." "How about 
I was celebrating the Buzzard's return to Hinkley, Ohio, and had butter on my 
popcorn?" She tapped her pen impatiently on the card and stared at me silently . 
"Lint in the navel?" I offered feebly. "How about first one at the trough?" 
she asked dryly. I learned quickly never to argue with a woman who had the 

1 

scales on her side. I saw my old instructor the other day and she eyed me carefully 
asked, When are you returning to class?" "As soon as I have my appendix removed," I saic 
I'm not sure, but I think I heard her moan. " 
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(Humorous Cowboy Poetry: A Knee-Slappin' Gathering edited by staff 
members) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith. Copyright - Gibbs 
Smith, 19 176 pp. 

J .. 

Humor 

).-· 

lim and Trouble were ol' pards-­
t he always told the truth. 

"You ee, Miss Addy , at the ranch 
This h e lowdown coyote 
The last ew nights done et six hens 
And killed best milk goat. 

"And last nign when Pa heard a 
Out in the chicK 
He grabbed his gun 
'That coyote's back 

'I 
He 
No 

"To the 
Like an 
Then he 
Throug 

e on all fours 
on the snoop. 

s ck the double barrel 
he window of the coop. 

"A e stared into the darkness, 
th coyotes on his m~d, 

Our ol' hound Zeke Ula's- done woke up 
And come sneakin' up behind. 

"Then we all looked on plumb helpless 
As Pa was cold-nosed without warnin'. 
Miss Addy, we been cleanin' chi ckens 
Since three o'clock this mornin' !" 
pp . 78-79 

,-S f'vlot- YI t vi. 'f 
The Preacher's Horse 
LeRoy Jones 

The Preacher saw this Cowhand come a-walking up the lane-­
His saddle on his shoulder and his face was marked with 

pain. 
The Preacher said, "Just come right in and pull you up a 

chair 
And tell me of the problem that has brought you to despair." 

The Cowboy said, "My horse stepped in a hole and took a 
fall, 

It broke his leg and so I had to shoot him. After all, 
You can't just let them suffer, but it fills me with remorse 
To take his life that way; but, Preacher, now I need a 

horse." 

The Preacher said, "You're lucky, 'cause I've got just what 
you need. 

I trained a horse 
~ 

for my own use, but I'll sell~you that 
steed. 

He's sound as any dollar, and he's up to any task, 
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(Humorous Cowboy Poetry: A Knee-Slappin' Gathering edited by staff 
members) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith. Copyright - Gibbs 
Smith, 1995. 176 pp. 

You'll find him plenty willing, and he'll give you all you 
ask. 

"Come out and take a look at him and see if you agree 
He'll do for what you have in mind. He's good, I 

guarantee. 11 

The chance to get a horse like that sure boosted his morale, 
So he got up with the Preacher and went to the corral. 

That Preacher knew ~,hr horses, that was very plain to see; 
So they both struckAa bargain for a reasonable fee. 
The Preacher said, "You've bought the best and that I'll 

verify. 
But let me tell you one more thing before you say good-bye. 

"I trained that horse to use myself and taught him by the 
Book. 

For you to use him here's the rules you mustn't overlook. 
He works by voice command alone; your guard you mustn't 

drop, 
'Cause Giddap doesn't make him go, and Whoa don't make him 

stop. 

"I trained him with the words I use in sermons that I 
preach, 

So you just need to learn these words and proper use of 
each. 

To make him go, say 'Praise the Lord.' He'll move right 
out, and then, 

Just when you want to make him stop you simply say, 'Amen.' 

"With just a bit of practice you can learn that in no time. 
These words will make him hit a run, or stop him on a dime." 
So this Cowpuncher saddled up and then he climbed aboard, 
And making this small clicking sound said, "ck, ck, Praise 

the Lord!" 

The horse stepped out and in a canter headed down the lane. 
He said, "Amen," and then the horse came to a stop again. 
Why this would be more simply than he ever dared to hope, 
And with that knowledge, shouting "Praise the Lord," he hit 

a lope. 

With fluid motion horse and rider seemed to be as one-­
The distance simply fell away. That horse could truly run. 
The Cowpoke doesn't seem to know how far he'd really gone 
Until amazed he saw the cleft that he had come upon. 

He knew it was the river with a bluff on either side, 
And knew if he went over he had taken his last ride. 
"Whoa, horse!" he shouted and pulled back with all his 

might, 
But that horse didn't break his stride or slow his headlong 

flight. N-
Now what was it the Preacher said that!'would have 
To make that horse come to a stop, now did he say 
That's not quite it. Oh, now I know. "AMEN,'' he 

to say 
to pray? 
fairly 
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(Humorous Cowboy Poetry: A Knee-Slappin' Gathering edited by staff 
members) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith. Copyright - Gibbs 
Smith, 1995 . 176 pp. 

l . 

shrieked 
And brought him to a sliding stop--but he could hardly 

speak. 

His heart was right up in his throat and pounding like a 
drum, 

And he could barely catch his breath, the scare left him so 
numb. 

The bluff edge there was right back underneath the horse's 
chin. 

How lucky he remembered that he had to say "Amen." 

He stood up in his stirrups there and looked down at the 
bluff. 

There wasn't room for one more step. Man, that was close 
enough! 

He'd almost met his maker and collected his reward. 
He sunk back in the saddle as he sighed, "Oh, Praise the 

Lord!" 
pp. 87-88 
(41-65) 

The Lost Cow 
Phil Kennington 

Now Jed had lost his hearing 
And he'd also lost his cow, 
he'd hunted hill and hollow, 
But he'd lost his trail somehow. 

he asked the preacher 
ecruit some help at church . 

The pre her said he'd ask for men 
To he him with his search. 

So Sunday fro the pulpit 
Carne the ca for volunte 

Jed told 'em that is 
With white arou 

~-1~ 
Said, "ya could 

'Cause both 
She'll answer 

She's cal 

Then Jed escribed her, horn to 
Hi picture left no doubt, 

ey organized a big cow hunt 
To start when church was out. 

preacher had one more concern 
Before his Sunday text, 

And he checked his church agenda 
To determine what was next . 

up. 
name- -

He announced a brand new member, 
Widder Jones was a s ked to stand. 

The n the congregation offered 
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Its close proximity to the ci t y of Jerusalem made it possible for many 
people to come to Bethany in just a short period of time. The Lord Jesus 
often retired t horn Mar and Martha and Lazurus to get awa f rom2 

t e er 

\ Verse j.ilaf iii ''. Now ma0\6 gt the .Jew5 h@d some tq Martha a p~ Mary j p 
oraer I_ __ -- ml ah t somfor;t them c qnc~rn j ng tl!!J r brother I 

1 

Many of the Jews had made the 30-40 minute walk to the village of Bethany 
to comfort Martha and Mary in the loss of their brother . 

Pc1>'4-IA-y F~:t ll - we.u .. 1,·1<~ _ ~'4 bl <;;G+ A..t. ur...U. .. i< T,. LL. 
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comin 

Martha is a very interest ing person i n t he Script~s. We see t hree, 
~ctur~s of her i n t h) w~rd of God . We see her i~uke 10 as the Lord 

esui 1 as come to v1s1t er home 1n Bethany , and Mary chooses to rema i n 
inactive and t o l i sten to the Saviour and Martha gets somewhat perturbed 
by t his and just bursts in on the Lord and Mary and stands over him with 
her hands on her hips and says 11 Lord do you not care that my sister is 
l eav ing me al one to serve? Speak to her now so that she will take hold 
wi th me and do her part. 11 And t he Lord says t o her, "Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and exc i ted about many thi ngs. 11 

This i s t~econd Ri ctu r~ that we see of her here i n John 11 . She is 
~rema i n ing true to ftrm i n that she i s busily engaged abou t many things . 

Th~hird T i ctu r~ t hat we see of Martha i s in the 12th chapter 9f John 
as yill1 wo1 j_d gye_s . she j s wa i ti ng on tables. 

~a i s true c arac er as 
she gges p!J t t g meet him. 
The contrast, however, to this 

( Verse;Twent~ One l ••m Mm~~ sa jd t p Jes11s j°Lgrd, ff yg~ b~\I b~~n here , 
my brj bfr . IHI I a =~t ___ e -~-..... '.

1 

Martha is speaking these words somewhat upset and hurt in that she had 
expected Jesus to have gotten there before her brother passed away. Had 
not the Lord said Th i s sickness is not unto death but for the Glory of 
God. lord7 ""f0\4. Q~~ l..ct.f-<!". 

/!~Ly~ ri,v.l __ _ ~.9: 
~ yM ~ tlo-cJ. ~.q: 

tLQ l( : cf I ~-­
/~£Lk_ 
1i-~-lt l/-: 
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Contentment 
But many folks eat their hearts out, suffering from the 

_,,. contagious "If Only" disease. Its germs infect every slice 
of life. 

)·· 

If only I had more money 
If only I could make better grades 
If only we owned a nicer home 
If only we hadn't made that bad investment 
If only I hadn't come from such a bad background 
if only she would have stayed married to me 
If only our pastor were a stronger preacher 
If only my child were able to walk 
If only we could have children 
If only we didn't have children 
If only the business could have succeeded 
If only my husband hadn't died so young 
If only I would've said "No" to drugs 
If only they had given me a break 
If only I hadn't had that accident 
If only we could get back on our feet 
If only he would ask me out 
If only people would accept me as I am 
If only my folks hadn't divorced 
If only I had more friends 

The list is endless. Woven through the fabric of all 
those words is an attitude that comes from the simple choice 
to see the negative side of life, the choice to be unhappy 
about almost everything that happens. Taken far enough, it 
leads to the dead-end street of self- pity--one of the most 
distasteful and inexcusable of all attitudes . 
pp. 72-73 
(36-50) 

Contentment 
As the Chinese philosopher Lao-Tzu once said: 

Romans 12:20-21 

is no calamity greater than lavish desires. 
is no greater guilt than discontentment. 

is no greater disaster than greed. 

"But what does burning coals on 
his head?" 

In ancient days, homes 
on a small portable sto , so 
barbecue grills. F uently, a son would run low on hot 
coals and would d to replenish hi upply. The container 
was commonly rried on the head . So a he individual 
passed be th second-story windows, thoug ul people who 
had e a hot coals in their possession would ach out of 
th 1ndow and place them in the container atop fi head. 

anks to the thoughtful generosity of a few folks, would 
arrive at the site with a pile of burning coals on his d 
and a ready-made fire for cooking and keeping warm. 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

4 

Martha did know this that death could not abide in the presence of the 
Lord Jesus. The thing that Martha di..9._riot know was that Jesus had 
promised to be with us for he says, 1llo. I am with you always. 11 The 
testimony of the Psalmist , 1 a thou h I walk throu h the valle of 

f death I will fear no evil for ou are wit 
Hebrews 13: 5, '' I wi 1 J neyer lea ye thee, nor forsake t 

Martha needed to learn the lesson that Jesus does not have to be there 
in physical form to have his presence be with us. 

Martha is confident that the Lord Jesus has alh~tl 1U~ t~ heaven land that 
as a result of his fellowship and communion \~rn £he fabler , ffie request 
that he might make will certainly be granted. 

is sa in to her 11 Your brother will arise. 11 

Here is a simple statement of what God is going to do , and yet we will 
note that t:Ja rt ha appl j e.s tbj s to some future time in verse 24. 

T{i)if Jijeiji[jj!.amhiitAf.j!iM~· 1 am kngwi ga that he wi ll 

She knows that the Lord will raise Lazurus in the last day, but that is 
not very much comfort for the present. 

Martha cannot see that Jesus Christ could be speaking of the Qresent 
situation. De.leuu+ .+o .fl.., pr«\t.Nt-t Sc+kaf1;,,.,,. ! 'Pk~,·~ 

" - - """'"'"''f.J him · s of the fut re. Her dim eyes and trembling 
an s cou not grasp the gran trut t at e who stood before her had the 

keys of life and deat and thg, t in her master dweJled all th~e fu r=of ~ \ 
the God head bodily. ~~ ~ ~ ~~ : ~J 

11lri4.u..rl,.._olj..o ~ ~ G.ov.c.. t . . ~ Verse Twent Five: 11 . • eff am t'he resurre .... c~1o_n..__ ______ _ 
ve. •11 

Here Jesus points out the fact that he is two things. First of all, he 
is the resurrection and secondly, he is the life. 

He is not only the life giver , but he is also the life which he gives. Ga(.?. -; -ze:, 

What a glorious declaration this is from the lips of the Saviour that 
everyone who is living and believing in the Lord Jesus shall positively 
never die. 
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to Him, Yes, Lord, I have believed 

This is Martha's statement of faith. She kpew who he was but sge didn ' t 
know what he could 

said this she went off and 
e 'Eea c ner"i s Here a no~ for 

, 
as sage in verses 29-37. 

Verse Twent "Now as soon as she heard, she arise5 at once and went 

What a completely different personality Mary is from Martha. 

villa e but was still 

Jesus is evidently still talking with his disciples and some of the Jews 
who had met him on the outskirts of Bethany when Mary comes to him. 

The Jews who had come from Jerusalem to comfort Mary and Martha saw Mary 
get up and leave quickly and they thought that she was going out to the 
tomb of her brother so that she might continue weeping there. 

" lord_, i-~ 

\ f' 01Vl91, I 
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) 

11. of <' 1 ·to , r. ~ 5.> (e ' 
~a//;1pse.J lff 1{1 eo \~ y ~~e{ ~· 

,1 · eee+~ ~~ 6,l.©/4q~ ~ ~ 
tti.s '4: 'oe ~ ,07 &_..,... 

Mary comes to Jesus and when she sees him, she falls at his feet and through 
eyes filled with tears she simply makes the poly statemen.bs,Qft*e.l:..Jll~e,s 
j g..tbz: ; Scriotytes , 11 Lord j f xou had been here, my brother wou not ii~ve ~ 
d 1 e{L ' 

We can note together that she says the very same thing that Martha said. 
I am sure that Martha and Mary many times before the Lord Jesus came and 
right after the death of their brother had made this statement to one 
another. 11 If only the Lord could have been here, then Lazurus would not 
have died." 

v 
After all didn't the Lord Jesus say that:th j s s jckness was not to be 
unto death£ but for the Glory of God,'' that the Son of God might be 
glori fi ed hereby. ·· 

What a painful thing this must have been for them to see their brother's 
life slowly ebbing away and endeavoring to keep faith in the words of the 
Lord Jesus that this sickness was not going to be unto death and then 
to see death actually come and then to question and to wonder why the 
Lord Jesus had led them astray. 

Here the Lord Jesus j dent j f j es with Ma rv jp he r sgrrqw2 We will note 
how differently the Saviour deals with Mary as from how he dealt with 
Martha. 

-

Mary was in df sper, te geed o{ symp{ghy agi f~m{or; and the Sa~iour bears 
his heart of ove o revea l o us e t ac a we have a Sav iour who 
cares. 

11 Casting all your care upon hi m for he careth for you. 11 

The Lord Jesus does not say very much here, his presence is enough, He 
has promised us his presence i n Life 1s diffi2ult s1 t uat1ons. 
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~h ~1 · lQ 11 Fear thou not for I am with thee, be not dismayed. For I 
am:tyoJ , I will strengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I will up­
hold thee with the right hand of my righteousness . 11 

So deeply did Jesus enter into the wounded hearts and the sorrows of 
people that his heart wrung with anguish and every pans that rends the 
heart thel Man of Sorrows had a part. 

What a blessing this is to know that in the hour of grief or in the hour 
of need the Saviour reveals himself as one who cares. 

IL Cpr j nth jans 1;3.4 ] 11 Blessed be God even t.b..e Father Qt our Lord J~iu.s 
~. The father of meffl'"eS_ and Tue ~d c4" al lf omf of t 'Who camfor eth 
us 1n all Of ~ri brrlatfcrn that' w~a~be abl"e" t o c'"Oi11fort them which 
are in any trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted 
of God. 

the location of the tomb, 

11 Jesus weor 

Here we find the Lord Jesus outwardl 
You will note ~~~ill!"!'!'!l!!~~~~~~lll!l!l'!IP!!P"ift!i~'"'!!!!!'!!"!!"!!~ ... __. 
the fact that he cares. 
his heart. 

In verse 33 we get the j owar9 r eqs tj gq qt ,Jesusr as he is deepj_y moved in 
his spirit and troubled w1tn1n n1mseTf and now in verse 35 we get the 
outward manifestation of his grief by the tears that are i n his eyes. 

With tears in His eyes and anayj sh in his heart, the Lord Jesus identifies 
with Mar in her dee est need. 

:=::::.--~----~~----

He not onl~ feels for us ·n our time of grief, but heals feels with us~ 
Make no mistake these are genuine tears of anquish and bereavement even 
as the tears which he shed over the wa ywardness of the citv of Jerusalem 
were genuine. O/ J•'f"C).'41./t. .' - -&Y'~ or- Ge~~ca.~-t , --. 

Six: 11Then the Jews were sa in Behold how he was loving 
"'1111111!!!!11~----:ilal:im:;'r;;:d 

Immediately the Jews recognized the fact that in his tears he was manifesting 
the fact he had a love for Lazurus . 

Here the Jews raised the question as to the ability of Jesus who had 
opened the d een born blind in John 9 as to his 
ability to have caused Lazurus not to have experience 
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It is interesting to note that their question reveals the fact that 
obviously now it is too l ate since death has already taken its victim 
and that the only hope for Lazurus would have been that Jesus could have 
healed him before he died. 

John describes for us the tomb as being a typical tomb of those days as 
a cave which had a large stone lying upon it which was to keep the wild 
anima 1 s out. 

Here John once again expresses the inner grief and pain of this hour 
of bereavement. 

The Lord does more thag just gjye agswers agd expl apat jops t qr why th j ngs 
haepen in our lj ytps. Jie stands with ys and j dept;Ili es wah II§ ; p Q!!k. 
grief ana gives us his presence personaJly. 

You will note the command of the Saviour to remove the stone and then 
Martha, the sister of Lazuru s, becomes somewhat disturbed and says, 
"Lord by this time the smell must be offensive for it is four days. 11 

She is just simply saying, 11 Are you sure you know @at you are doj ga 
in asking that the stone be remoyed?" 

i e an e way e or ea s w1 
seems li ke a jumble picture puzzle and how exciting and 
to see some of the pieces beq1n to fall into place . 

'Mm}iHtJ "d5eu1JtrftiQoiffi!t~!ri ~.}9~.!~eU:h&°$ne. ~ 
Here Martha experiences a stern rebuke from the Lord and a reminder once 
again of the fact in raising the question 11 ~jd I nR\ j ay to yaq tb2t if 
xoy would belieye, YOU would see the slory of God.' 

• 
Oh Martha, if you cou ld on ly l earn now the lesson that there is a great 
g&Q=between knowing something and really believing ;t, or in believing 
somethi ng and really implementing that belief in a time of crisis. 

,-Y ... ~+. Me ! ~ °TV" t~Mf~ {s, eu -'""' W4'( ~ 
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~~tienc~ . Martha, you'll see the glory of God revealed in this difficult 
situation. 'oon't miss it by trying to i nterf ere i n t he purpose of God. ' 

does thin s from what we think . sometimes and even 

i Father I 

Here the Lord Jesus before he moved he moves into action, prays. 

How sensitive the ears of the Father are to the cries of his chi ldren, 
when we are walking in communion and fellowship with him. 

Quite a crowd of Jews has come with Mary and Martha, also the disciples 
so the Lord lifts his eyes to heaven to pray. 

His purpose in praying is stated in this verse,"in order that they might 
bel ieve that you sent me:' Notice once again the Lord Jesus emphasis upon 
believing. He reveals himself to Martha as the ressurection and the 
life so that her faith might be strengthened and become relevent to the 
present situation. Here he prays in order that those who are on lookers 
might truly bel ieving in him .as the Son of God, and this too underscores 
John's purpose in writing the book that everyone might know that he is 
God come in human flesh. 

said these thin s he shouted with a 

You will note that once again th]s it g GPmmsPg After he-has spoken 
to the father, he shouts with a grea vo ice to4lhe dead, c:Jzazyrus. come 

.J2U.tl II 

One is reminded of I Thessal gnjans 4 ; 16J "For the Lord himself shall 
descend f r om.heaven witli a sh p!J t. The voice of the archangel with a trumph 
of God and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 11 

O~ the trem~~dous Tower of these words . This is the same voice who in 
f e begfonj oft me sa id, 11 tet t hefe be ljght. 11 I 1m sure t he di scipl es 

~would say even as they said in that storm-tosse• boat, who is this that 
n-c=t:d.9..even the \'Jind and the waves obey his voice. Who is this that even the 
~dead will bear and obey as be speaks. 

Be it known here and now that God is to do for us al that his 
arace an power will a low him to do. 
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he ha.ct saiQ 0 
11 C2me out 11 

would have emptied tne 

What a graphic picture of the Son of God, the one who has power over life 
and death. 

Here is a living man in the cJothes of the dead , and so the Lord Jesus ~ v u~v.> 
pronounces another command, "Unloose him, and permit him to depart." Se 1 ~., ~ 1 

fa.r.~ I 
rews 12:1 2 "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about \'lith so '\'JO.,.'J...Skac.; .. ~ ... 

great a cloud of witnesses. Let us lay aside every weight and the sin n..;.,.. v->1? M 
which does so easily beset us and let us run with patience the race that ~"f..~d"-4- 1 

is set before us looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross despising the 
shame, and then sat down at the r i ght hand of the throne of God. 11 

"And you sha 11 know the truth, and the truth sha 11 make you 

twas the ability to take her faith and believe and to put 
~~~~~~on in the midst of a crisis to learn to really trust God., 

I believe, help thou my unbelief. It is o~e thing to be apprehending 

Belie 

other to QJ:i_ating_'7 To Martha it was the question OTl:an I 
tr in · · · Does she really have the faith to Let 
Let God at this particular time. 

to the present situation is trust in God's abi · 

I am capable of handling this situation. 

She learned that the Lord ' 
the most important thing 

with a small babe in the next room, the Father's 
to hear but the s l ightest cry or moan and his l ove 

for God altho 
time. 
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we had a funeral yesterday, and it left us all very 
disturbed. A neighbor died of thirst. Doesn't make any sense. 
He lived within yards of the oasis. Night after night he heard 
our songs drifting across the sand telling about the wonderful 
characteristics of our water. Yet he never once came here, and 

_he d-ted of thirst~·~----------
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Lazyru~ I 1 ll meet your needs and it i,-Jill be a witness to the world of 
what I can do. 

Many of you listening to my voice do not know Jesus Christ as your personal 
Saviour. The thrill i.ng thing today is to tell you that in Jesus Christ 
there is 1 ife. In ~ohn 1 :4 we read "That in Him was 1 ife and the 1 ife 
was the light of men. mans 5;12 we read "Wherefore as by one man 
sin entered into the war a and aeath bl sin, so death passed upon all 
men for that all had sinned. 11 And in £~ lO:lQ we read, 11 He is come 
that is Jesus Christ that we might hav~ife and might have it more 
abundantly. 11 

ifE'op~thjans 6:2 "Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the 
ay o alvation. 11 

®:il~erbs 27;1 "Boast not thyself of tomorrow for thou knowest not what 
a aay may bring forth." 

I think the great challenge of this particular passage is that the ..J...Qr:.Q_ 
· · · whether your need is re resented in ~ 
needs that Martha 

A.14. ~+ 
~ td f ... , 

New ~Cl'"\ l. 

~ 1 CO..Vl Yuu. l '1'~$.{. Go~ \,u1.~ Yoe.A\" fy-ese"""'" (l,.,~u.m s.\.ct-nu~ ? 

**'2 je~s v-e&ill~ doe~ ~~ Ab-4-- 'fov.. +- whcit- i's hafpe." • .-.~ ;Vl"t~~I~~, 

~'2. 0 I ,.. . ' uou A.,.J IHI or 4~, i!. pta,.+ a~ /t\'1 flct"" 
.:;,M .J ~ M:i""J \ & SCl'f '""~ :r ~V( T 

Fo.,. GooJ .. 

~4. ~ kyJ . ~Cl~.tu~c; +u /(cet Yo".-. Needs. I~ 

·+ l\J~v.ev- a Q' ue~ +, tM ol- ,Ab,!.~ bu.-t .\--\""'1 l·Y'lcr \" I ~ 

~<lvt Y-0u hu~ + /+1 'lvt A4J. W-1.s pv-o"" 1 's ~ .s wb A 11 44- e. (/;J.e_ '-<. ~ e... 

IS ~lv-aV\ ~ 
we.. fv\usf \ e.a.~ ~~v'W' ~ be ev-d -1ut I $ ~G:,! t»\· . .u, OCA\'" L \M · .. tcJ 

~e'r~ ?e.e.{\u <. • 

4t'Z ~f I~ owe -4t;~'f +c Qffrvek4'1 d.. IJ-;to+A,e.,,.-1-o Apfrof>.,..,~-f.e:_ 

~ 
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