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SNAPSHOT NUMBER SEVEN

~— The Vine and the Branches
John 15:1-14

Key Verse: 15:5 "I am the vine you are the branches. The one who is
abiding in me and I in him, this one is bearing much
fruit, because apart from me you are not able to do
anything."

v. 1 I am the genuine vine, and my father is the vine dresser. {tiller
of the soil)

v. 2 Every branch in me not bearing fruit, he is taking away, and every
branch bearing fruit, He is cleansing it in order that itmay keep
on bearing more fruit.

v. 3 You, already, are clean because of the word which I have spoken to
you.

v. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. Even as the branch is unable to be
bearing fruit of itself,ﬁso neither can you, unless you are abiding
in me. c_xccpf’ tF s abiding in the vine,

v. 5 I am the vine you are the branches. The one who is abiding in me
and I in him, this one is bearing much fruit, because apart from
me you are not abie to do anything.

v. 6 If anyone is not abiding in me, he is thrown away as a branch, and

dries up; and they are gathering them, and casting them into the

fire, and they are burned.

If you are abiding in me and my words are abiding in you, ask

whatever you are desiring and it will become yours.

v. 8 In this my FAther is glorified, that you are bearing much fruit, so
shall you become my disciples.

v. 9 Just as the Father loved me, I also loved you. Abide in my Tove.

v.10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love; just as
I have kept the commandments of my Father and I am abiding in his
Tove.

v.1ll These things I have spoken to you, in order that my joy may be in
you and that your joy may be full.

v.12 This is my commandment that you keep on loving one another just as
I have loved.you.

v.13 Greater love than this, no one having, that one lay down his 1ife
on behalf of his friend.

v.1l4 You are my friends, if vou keep on doing that which I am commanding
you.

EXPOSITION:

0;44 We have been considering together in this series of studies, Snapshots
(j)\ﬁ . of the Saviour, in the Gospel of John. We have looked together at six
LW Q}¢prictures of Jesus Christ thus far. We have witnessed him at a wedding,
(ED ne Y changing the water into wine, we have seen him in dialogue with a very
-. religious Teader and we have seen him in conversation with an outcast
\ﬁf:bw Samaritan woman.
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Q’§24 We also witnessed his ability to take a little Tunch and to feed the_

QD ‘Q;ixhyngry multitude. We saw him deal tenderly with a woman condemned by
(:)\pmysin and who experienced forgiveness. We have had the privilege of
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witnessing his ability to minister to the needs of people and ahove ail
to bring life to one who is dead.

@ The backdrop for the Snapshot that we are looking at on this occasi is ‘
50 N J¢ best described as the night before the cross. dJesus has asked his disciples
0 prepare a room so that they can enjoy a final meal together. After ,__hg

14
éo\vf‘\ p/f.f‘ washes their feet and feasts with them, he breaks the news that there 1s
g ﬂtﬁomg to Be one among them who 1s going to betray him.: After Judas leaves,
?9 ' the Lord Jesus can sense a good amount of ténsion and concern among the
\Jf ¥? remaining disciples, and so he begins teaching them 1in .John 14-about his
e d& father's house and about the fact that it is necessary fTor him to go away
‘JG‘S ;\- o prepare a place for them. He also tells them that he is not going to
¢ Q leave them alone, but that they are going to have a cogforter “in the
oxo ¥ @,gf person and presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit to"bs with them while

A% » he i 16, Jesus concludes remarks by sayin Apise, 1ol U< qo
'\5\4'\ ﬁﬁjan as_des discl ing _their w rom _the

upper room to the garden of Gethsemane. They must have passed some
.Vinevards along the wa he_workmen had tilled the soil between the

_* rows and had alsg r‘nd back the dormant vines so tha ey mignt produce
a rich harvest. Smouldering fires dotted the landscape, wiich _jndicated
« Lo the Lord and the disciples that the cuttings were being burned, .

@W’( It is on this occasion that the Lord Jesus wants to describe his
i\ Qs relationshig with his men, the teachifg TACIUd¥Bg here in chapter 15
- N\ ") =

9\'& ( n chapter lo are some of the final things that he had to say to‘_"&
i (>

G \ .
Verse One: "L am_fhe genuine vine. and
- . OG‘ tiller sgi

1

YW himself as_the genuipe vine.

"1 an _:;M!.A a." 1And in JohiZ2 12 he said,

e “I am the(lic : d," AMG_ infiohd@l0:7 VI am the(dbor bf the
* g e o e S ' 1] g ]

s %EEER' CCINE A 18 hephard R-JQDkL Lam,
QN0 egresyrrection and The T11ey In Johnelad:o, ! Y And now
Tn JOMMEASTL, "I am the genuine orgtrue Viney Q@ —

b p —————

;5__@ my father is the vine dresser (ti}_}fzr‘ of the soil).

&%Jesus 1ikens them gggerto the one who creates a climate ipn which the -
vine can experience Taximum praductivity. He is the one who breaks up’
the sotTi. He is the one who is involved in pruning, in fertiiTZINd,"

watering, and in protecting from inchateM when ‘necessary.

Verse Two: "Every .hranch in.me not hearing fruit. He is_taking away,._and

In our picture we have seen together the true Vinef'who is Jesus Christ.:
and the vine dresser, or tiller of the soi]sywho is the father; and now

we have Tntroduced into the parable the branches®f the VE These will

S be identified in verse 5 as Christians. <

As the vinedresser beqins his work, he does two things. Firsi every
branch i Christ who 1s not bearing fruit, he 1s taking away or lifting

.

~Tam The ving You Ave - branches -,

them before the cross. Sl mlcauz,?!
. . Hie ™Mo s

V6 ¢ g
S0 - o luwes
0,}5 As they look out on_the \{meyar'd, he Lord Jesus speaks and he identifies baf-w"e

[N

® @ @ e

—

-~



. AMOVIe 1\\(;&. -1‘,-- - - - SN s _ vy
wp\é e.s '-‘V Ses &FJ#H:" *wm T e cwt/wgwu » cf "““‘j'“, ek the (6 of s
?}3‘* v {\Y‘s DCV‘ 3 Lluw 6)\, swiﬁ."‘(m‘j’ L | b“’cc"‘ Ci“ me{ { &l LP
Dot Beavmd e \{:*”'“"q’"“'l
”"How is it that a branch would not be bearing fru1t? Since this is a

Chr1st1an that i --scr1be tnbearing fruat there are tw

0SS P he % grieving/the y Spirit in his 1ife by

sin or disobed] or R UETIC R NG . Spirit by his unwillingness

P '\¥f9 to be suEmiss1gg to him- ~re—satd-riere that when the father finds a

Yew Ve ranch not pbearing fruit, he is“1ifting it u "takin awav® .1 -

\fﬂg‘,h believe this can be described as any accion on the par% o% %ﬂe %afﬁ"r 3&“
N FREn N behalT 07 The fruitless branch that he deems necessary to 4*‘%*?

réstore that pranch to a position of fruitfulness. 1t 1S the loving
dEsTTe oT the Tather that we are restored to 1€ owship by a confession
of the sin in or Tives and a willingness to be submissive to his leading
and guiding to make us most fruitful.

his can entail providential dealings in our life through ing of
nastening/trom
of the oving father in order to get us ond, and’then

o _
QAgfif’//‘ the ultimate 15 taking us to glory in physical death. Mowe own WD

Q‘ aﬂ”L'I Corinthians 5:5 "I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the
Yw G : : )

destruction of nis flesh that his spirit may be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus.,"

Shﬂkﬁ I Corinthians 11:30-32, "For this reason many among you are weak and sick
FNd & number of sieep. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not
be judged. But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in
order that we may not be condemned along with the world."

Whereas in the first part af the verse we have the [ jye aspects of

~ the father's work, in the last half of the ver 20STL TV
asEects—-“and very branch g Truit, he 15 cleansing ™1t 1n orde
t1a It may keep on bearing %%%#fru1 = = = ===

—

Here we have just the opposite from the previous. We have a branch that >4_

is bearing fruit and the father also takes time working wi 1S branc
TR d1fferent way. He is cieansing 1t, and R1s PUrpose 1n doing that
15 in order may keeb on bearing more Trult,

- qjae'#fﬂiﬂar s J$4»949 A

;éh:}ﬁﬁ??é it that we are"cleansed’ by the father? e (oo p Jf“/“ﬁf odiky
. S~ _,t}‘w"\f\ wgﬂ.@m ‘bblf M/}jﬁ-u"w'j

hesians 5:26.27 "That he might sanctify her having cleansed her with

the washing of water with the word, that he might present to himself the

church in her glory having no spot or wrinkle nor any such thing, but

that she should be holy and blameless."

I John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is fajthful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from unrighteousness.”

?LC”J‘ Psalm 119:9.11 "Where with all shall a young man cleanse his way by
1 taking heed thereto according to thy word. They word have I hid in my
1- heart that I might not sin against thee."

His whole in _this ¢leansing.process in our lives through our

exposure to tEe word is"in order that we might be | bearing more fruit.”

e —_— — e _—
What a powerful motivation for personal bible reﬁaﬁn study, because

§&/ through the process the father is cleansing us and making us more effective

in the business of bearing fruit, which 15 the whole purpose for the
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Father having a vipne ip the first nlace.

Verse Three: "You.. alreadv. are clean_because of the word which I have

Jesus describes the disciples who are listening to this discourse that he
15 _presenting as already being clean because of the word which he had
spoken to them.

He was not able to give this unanimous verdict of clean back in chapter’
13, because Judas was_still.wiTh Them Jn verse 10, XHe who has bathed

need only To wash his feet but is completely clean, and'‘vou are clean*
but not all of vou! And in verse 11, "For he knew the one who was
BeTraying nim for this reason he said not all of you are clean."

Verse Four: "Abide_in me. apd I in YOU., Even as the branch is unab g

To-he bearing fruit of itself.qso neither cap.you,.unless.you.are abiding
in mﬁ e_,\c‘cF'f" /f- is adr t(tnj H'l 7‘hc. VH’)C}

The Lord Jesus is now giving ;ngg the key to fruitfulpess, It is first
theirwabiding in ord Jesus’and second!y Mthe Lord Jesus ahiding 1n

them.”t The fir L espons1b1ht, the second is ou m he
first is our(Tellowship) Xhe second 1s ougfuel: The first our/Tiving)
- S

He gives them the command,:‘abide in me.” This involves fellowship. It '(G.S'(-a*".
involves union, and communion one with the other. 4 Muolves dbecl:ence _'. ’

It is possible to beAChristian and not he fulfilling this command, It ~a2MiSSins
15 this aspect of our relationship to God that involves discipline,
desire, and determination on our part.

Cow is it poss1b1e for us to know that we are abiding in h1mL:)There are

LOres gt characterize the abiding life. .firsf, we are dr ;!
Tng upon all that he can

Be\ﬂ\“‘ % . Jhixd, we are deyeToping into his image.
) If 1 am not abiding in Christ, then 1 am out of fellowship. Then I am
not really experiencing life abundant as 1t should D&,
Jesus does not stop here, but after 91v1ng the command, abide in me, he
n
turns around and says, "And I in vou. ~1iix X \Tugﬂ, rleCC(r (ttluﬁ LH A foai i
;’;éﬁ;2?¢hu1 describes this as‘Christ in yoy the hope of g1or1“ Nearts € 'R /ﬂ{cié

X¥

Galatians 2:29E "I have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I Tive
yet not ut Christ liveth in me; and the 1ife which I now 1ive in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who Toved me and gave himself
for me,"

It is Christ within us who is our Tife. It is Christ withip us who is
the resource, the very fuel ftor fruj ’E?ness. It 1s union and communion
Wit

e Lord Jesus that is going to issue Tn fruit being borrein our
Tives,

Jesus then applies this command to the parable which he is using.! Lyen
as _the branch is unable to be hearing fruit of itself.# Just 1ike a branch

is useless without the vine, so a Christian endeavoring to bear fruit on
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Fv'm'l' T In 41“#\44,( + Cxilerng |
My ehanngel [Sre o+hers cDau,eJ lbves ]

Steven 8 foed in his book, I'11 Take the High Road, says, "God pleases T
to operate when we stand with eyes clear to see his visjon, ears clear I €
— to hear his voice, and hearts clear to know his victory." o

g dre.abiding in Christ, that is

The anes

Uniom tY¥ He is alive, adequate, and available.to Tive in us and it is his command
and deSire that we abide in Him By Tellowship and communion in a oneness

7’

mm*«“‘lmﬁke the one that 1s expressed between the vine and the branches. It is
out of this relationship that much fruit is going to be born.

. In verse 6 we get the get the consequences-in verse 7 the compensations.
VOO Jﬁ In verse 6 we look at the negative--Tn verse 7 we look at the positive,
hﬂlrr‘tl “ If anyone is not abiding in me.”
GJL ngt This is the description of someqne who is out of fellowship, who is
v disobedient. or who is stubborn in resisting the will of the father.
TT 15 said of himime 1S Thrown away as a brancn and dries up, and they
are gathering them and casting them into the fire and they are burned. */
) The desgription here is a de jon of the judgment seat of Chi
~ Paul describes this in Il Corinthians 5:10 that"we must all appear before

the judgment seat of Christ, everyone may receive the things done in his

body according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.¥

And in I Corinthians 3:11, "For no man can lay a foundation other than

the one Which 15 1a1d which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds upon

the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each

man's work will become evident for the day will show it because it is to

., . be revealed with fire. The fire itself will test the quality of each man's

({fILLJmtfﬁﬁﬁh*Work. If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall
T -~ receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss
Ldi&)@)trmﬂwT*‘but he himself shall be saved yet so as through fire." k-@“

Wt daseeds . . . . o ¥
L John describes a process in here in this part of the exposition of the Aasﬂ (e

Al Arpekord Jesus, "if anyone is not abiding, he is thrown away as a branch and ,¥hJ;sW&

e 70 “dries up.™  How many have I heard describe their Christian experience as ~ /,,/’//’

: lP_J“w‘,tLLr dry, dead, and du when 1t 1s the desire of the Lord Jesus that it miaht ~~

hi . .. be fiTTed with Tife living and luster to the glory of God. ;%_Ez:_an &f% -
. re oy ij/_ﬁf. g -.’,)i:buu,n:k,,f e vl el sy :f?cne: 3 ;_'.,L{,’;‘ 4‘,.,{’,,” qul')"m.?;y'

- . dgyv .
Jar lj\b: ’ ks ‘J 3 (Lol _Theirud 4 u{:ﬁ
Verse Seven:

i “')W’mm.ts.mx;.y re desiring andoit.will become vours,. iz,
J ,],a.h¢ﬂ»q T
w1 Whereas we see the consequences in verse 6, now we see the gompensation
. ; 5 A __..,...9_,_..._ s e a—r T 51%__——_
‘\;%é a0ovhoinyverse /. The pegatl e b--we have th sitive, you ar nv.Z
“ T abiding in me and my words are abiding in you. Here the Lord Jesus i udes
o <% the additional message of“my words abiding in you X
i £
. . SN . . .
ROt A John 8:31, "Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed him,

R 'If you abide in my word, then you are truly discipies of mine.
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The word for abide in John 8:31 is the same word that is translated abide

here in John 15:7. There Christ said if you

What is it to abide in him and have his word
has in it the idea of drawing from something

abide in me and my words

abide in you, you shall ask what you will and it shall be done unto you.

abide in us? The word abide
that which sustains Tife.

The plant is ab1d1ng in the groUm WhEm—tt—15 %0 related tO 1LS environ-

ment that which it is drawing from the ground
sustains the 1ife of the plant. The fish is
when it is afloat upside down in the ocean,

that which nurtures and
abiding in the sea not
but when it is so related

to its environment that it is drawing from that environment sustanance
for 1ife. The bird is abiding in the air when it is drawing from its

environment That which sustains its peculiar
is a break between that living thing and its

kind of 1ife. When there
environment so that it is

no longer being sustained by it, it is no longer abiding. A believer is
abiding in Christ when his 1ife is being nurtured and sustained by
desus Christ. A believer is abiding in the word when he is drawing

from the word that which sustains his Tlife.

That which controls his

thinking, that which controls his speech, thal Which controls his actions.

AL WIICh Getermines nis qoals in 1ite and

h1s habils. When eyery

area and phase of his 1ife 15 controled byt

he word.oafGad . the individual

15~ Tiving in the word or ablding in the word.

;BQV@ \“ﬁ (&15 word is abiding in_ys meditating upon it and memorizing

t in order to make it pérsonal.

\"‘"]

\J\OW‘” In this verse we have the two-fold grounds for effective praver. Abiding_

in Christ_and his words abigipa in us. Whatever you are desiring, ask
and 1t will become yours. It is through fellowship with the father that

~ our desires are changed into his desires, and it 1s throudqh his word
;k*« That MTWiTT1s made Knowqto Us.
Verse E1ght
33<:#: goes om-Lo say & yBIbecome my GTRC1p1as, that 15 my arners.

The Lord Jesus will rem1nd us of every duty of its time and place, He will
Jeprove us of every error, counsel us in every difficulty. He will excite

Nﬂrﬁlus to every needful act1V1ty in spiritual as

that we become his disciples.

/) ‘\ﬁf" Verse Nine: ‘Just.as.the.father.love

in temperal matters, we take

no thought for tomorrow for we know that Christ will be as accessible
;T tomorrow as today.and the time imposes no barrier on his love, so it is

:///’/ ]:!:E 1
Thus far, we have noted together that the Lord Jesus h L,conmanded ug:%o
be ab1d1ng in him’i and eﬁh]m to _be abidina_in ush a or his ugng £Q hg
abTaimg an us.” And now,¥pe_is saying that we are to' be abiding in his
love,™
— I John 4:16-18, "And we ourselves have known

and have believed the love

which God is having in our case, God is love; and the one abiding in Tove -

is abiding in God and God is ab1d1ng in him.

In this the Tove has been

brought to completion, which is in us that as a result we are having

boldness in the day of the judgment, because

just as that one is alse:
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we ourselves are in this world., Fear is not in love but perfect love is
casting out fear because this fear 1s having penalty. The one who is
fearing has not been brought to completion.in this Tove."

In essence what the Lord Jesus is saying in this 9th Qerse is to flourish

in mx favor.: G‘[oyn My Gvaze 5 hive tn Ihmv Lo"" Quln”c lhﬂl-’ E.au.-n‘l—l_-l

Verse Ten: "If vou keep my_commandments, you will abiding inmy_ love; ,
as.] haye kept the commandments of my Father and I am ab1d1nq in His Love

Here the Lord Jesus continues by pointing up the fact that obedience will
equal fellowship., As I reflect my submission by my obedience to thatf which
he asks, | thus continu€ the fellowship or the abiding in his fove. This
does not mean that the Lord Jesus ceases to love when we are discbedient.
There is a richer and deeper love that one experiences in his relationship
to the Lord Jesus when he 1s 7aithiul to, pe obedient, and this Jlove 1S
not _known by those who are disobedient.

Jesus now tells his men WhE he has_spoken these things about fruitfulness
2&?34F in_the previ Verses, e purpose ac 1t 1s%in order that my joy
that is the joy of Christ may be in youd and that as a result of that,
* your joy may be made full.” jc\{ s e Flag et Flies whee b WKing, s 1w

I John 1:4 "And as for us, we are writing these things in order that residens

your joy might be filled. The ultimate evidepnce of a life walking S
in_fellowship with the Father is a joy which has been made full.,"

Verse Twelve: "Ihis_is.my.commandm
another iust as.J have.loved vou."

In verse 11, it is Jjoy; in verse 12 it is love. We are to love .onewa
like the Lord Jesus has Joved us, and the obvious questioneis
And the answer is given in verse 13.

Verse Thirteen: 015
dowrn his Jife_on hehalf of his fr‘_lend_"

I John 3:16 "In this we have come to know love because that one on our
behalT T1aid down his soul and as for us, we are having a moral obligation
on behalf of our brethren to lay down our soul.

It

CONCLUSION:

We have Tearned together in these verses that the primary objective of the 3
Father in our lives as his children is fruitfulness, In vgrse eight, we

have Tearned that herein 15 my Father glorified. th%£~
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He has the r rces transform cter. He can deal with every
type of weakness that marrs our lives, and can so reconstitute us that we
become suited to nis purpose and we bear much frﬁiﬁlﬂ o

There must be some purpose some reason for God's allowing the knife of
suffering to operate in our lives., Nothing ever happens in haphazard way
in a Christian's Tife. We shall, I think, not be far wrong if we stick

to our 15th of John and say with the second verse that the object is fruit,
and in the same verse, more fruit, and in verse eight, much fruit; and atl

this is for the supremé end that our father might be gloritied, This

same thought 1S alsSO S€en in 15aian b61:4, TThat they might be called trees
of righteous he planting of the Lord that he might be glorified."”

re we as anxious to bear fruit for him as 0 see it?) Are we as__

careful Tg avoid anything Lhat would hinder fruit bearing.as.we ought to
Perhaps you are out of fellowship with the Father today, and you
are not abiding in Him; and his word is not abiding in you; and as a
result, your Christian experience is far from what it shouid be. If God
is speaking to you about this matter, I trust that you will allow the
Holy Spirit to do his convicting work in your 1ife that fruit once again,
might be born. It is the branch that bears the fryjt that feels the knife,
to prune it for a larger growth and tuller 17fe. Though every budding

Twig De lopped and every grace of swaqnvtenfr1l springing Teaf be lost a& 1n
space. Oh thou whose Tife of joy seems 'reft of beauty shorn, whose
aspirations 1ie in dust all bruised and torn. Rejoice, though each desire,
each dream, each hope of thine shall fall in faith, it is the hand of

love divine that holds the knife that cuts and breaks with tenderous

touch that thou whose 1ife has borne some fruit may now bear much.

Ill.oF Moses
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