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SNAPSHOT NUMBER SEVEN 
The Vine and the Branches 

John 15:1-14 

Key Verse: 15:5 "I am the vine you are the branches. 
abiding in me and I in him, this one 
fruit, because apart from me you are 
anything." 

The one who is 
is bearing much 
not able to do 

TEXT: 
v:-1. I am the genuine vine, and my father is the vine dresser. (tiller 

of the soil) 
v. 2 Every branch in me not bearing fruit, he is taking away, and every 

branch bearing fruit, He is cleansing it in order that it may keep 
on bearing more fruit. 

v. 3 You, already, are clean because of the vm1"!1 which I have spoken to 
you. 

v. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. Even as the branch is unable to be 
?earing fruit of itself,'1so neither. can you .• unless you. are abiding 
in me. L-Xc.~pf- 1/- 1.s u...b.tf,,,j 1n +1,, V·n<-J 

v. 5 I am the vine you are the branches. The one who is abiding in me 
and I in him, this one is bearing much fruit, because apart from 
me you are not able to do anything. 

v. 6 If anyone is not abiding in me, he is thrown away as a branch, and 
dries up; and they are gathering them, and casting them into the 
fire, and they are burned. 

v. 7 If you are abiding in me and my words are abiding in you, ask 
whatever you are desiring and it will become yours. 

v. 8 In this my FAther is glorified, that you are bearing much fruit, so 
shall you become my disciples. 

v. 9 Just as the Father loved me, I also loved you. Abide in my love. 
v.10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love; just as 

I have kept the commandments of my Father and I am abiding in his 
1 ove. 

v.11 These things I have spoken to you, in order that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be full. 

v.12 This is my commandment that you keep on loving one another just as 
I have loved.you. 

v.13 Greater love than this, no one having, that one lay down his life 
on behalf of his friend. 

v.14 You are my friends, if you keep on doing that which I am commanding 
you. 

EXPOS IT ION : 

a-. o.k"' 1 \>Je have been considering together in this series of studies, Snapshots 
\YIJ-) . .c of the Saviour, in the Gospel of John. We have looked together at six 

\>J'"' i-./&pictures of Jesus Christ thus far. We have witnessed him at a wedding, 
!"'I ~Q.vl ' changing the water into wine, we have seen him in dialogue with a very 
'(J,J - • religious leader and we have seen him in conversation with an outcast 

;,:;-., \.,V"";v Samaritan woman. 
_... \3) ,,;"' 

n.. ~1: \je also witnessed his ability to take a little lunch and to feed the 
ll:'ll .·r··~ungry multitude. We saw him deal tenderly with a woman condemned by 

<\'°';,.sin and who experienced forgiveness. We have had the privilege of 
cv~ 
~v 
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witnessing his ability to minister to the needs of people and above all 
to bring life to one who is dead. 

&ng ~ f_ethe.r ~ ~ ~e dresser (tiller~ t~ §giJJ. 

~~Jesus likens t e the on who creates a climate in ich he 
Vine can experjeQCe maxjmum prod11ctjyjtY. e lS t e one who breaks Ur 
the soi I. He is the one who is involved in runin ', in fertii liih§, n 
watering,' and in rotectin from incl imate when necessary. 

Verse Two: "Ellery branch in me...uo.t.....beQring fruil;, He;: i s_:!;i;i~Y. and 
e~ery l:u:il.ru;h..JJ.eaci!Jg fruit, He i~.>;J.eansjng jt jn order tuat it mgy keeQ.. 
on bear:jng more frpit. 11 

In our picture we have seen together the true vinefwho is Jesus Christ,, 
and the vine dresser, or tiller of t soi , w o is the father; and now 
we have introduced into t e parab e the ranches~f the vine.~ These will 
be identified in verse 5 as Christians. ., Y 

As the 
branc 

~ 

"Xqi« 'itt Vi~ ( 'i'o~ A~ 4.. b ~arl<lc• ~, -. 
he does two thin s. .E.iJ:::i.t every 

earing fruit,, e is ta away or lifting 
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a'(\J.<- "l>'1- ~l/JOYI• 'f'J~ "'""''. ~ - · . . . ~ ··-- . . . ... , 
v)~ t_~eS t>'f ~ f'lo>l< 'l~:J.Qtt~tfr~t.,,,,.~ «f"l·t,_'}<>·, {Z,.J.. i/u c,,·t., "l ~(/ur 
Y~\.\ ~ (,ve~ 1>fvJJ s i:>cvl I 3 .u~ .. ,1~ c,.:U.:·<<•·w ,.,;,/ t~,Cu d" '".,,,..(' a,.J: ·,)· 
't)~ ~ k{'i;7n.f L· i.,t..~~··'•,tl"k..-

:;.;--HOW: is it that a branch would not be bearing fruit? Since this is a 
Christian that ~cribed bearing fruit, there are two 
eossjbiljtjes. ~he . the Hol S i i in his life by 
sin or disobedjence or in e 1 S irit b his unwillin ness 
tobe submissiye to hjm. t ere that when the father fin s a 
5ranch not bearing fruit, he is11 lifting it up"or''takin~ if a~av". I · 
believe this can be described as any action on the par o t e ~atner J. -~Li 
taken in behalf of the fruitless 5ranch that he deems necessary to . ...,.~~ 
res ore a ranc to a osit' r it u ness. is e oving 

e a er t at we are restored to e owship by a confession 
of the sin in or lives and a willingness to be submissive to his leading 
and guiding to make us most fruitful. 

Whereas in the first part pf the verse we have the e as 
the father's work, in the last half of the ver we havet ;:hMe~~~~-
aspects--11and everx bran~h 2.mg rui , 3- i1 cleansing.:!.... 'Ul ~r 
that .it~ k'.?B ~ ~g ril!ITT'frui . ' - ~ - - - -

Here we have just the opposite from the previous. We have a branch that >J:­
)s bearing fruit and the father also takes time working with this branch 
out in a aifferent way. He is cleansing it, and his pur ose in doing that 
is in order that it may keep on bearing more rui • :d .n , ti , 

• ~ _ '\.M.e -;/-o:r.i,u ~ •• .,.y ""' 
~ w is it that we are''cleansed11by the father? 'V'.<kL"-f" c.bo .. r ..t> ,/H-<J ti..,/,;,J..J 

'?.- ,tk ...... w-t..Q_... ;.icl... µ '"'r·"'l 
phesians 5:26,27 "That he might sanctify her having cleansed her with \A..t.. 

\.\ Fie washing of water with the word, that he might present to himself the · 
\ hurch in her glory having no spot or wrinkle nor any such thing, but 

that she should be holy and blameless." 

I John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from unrighteousness.'' 

Psalm 119;9.ll "Where with all shall a young man cleanse his way by 
taking heed thereto according to thy word. They word have I hid in my 
heart that I might not sin against thee.'' 

s in our lives throu h our 
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Father having a yjne jn the fjrst plqce 1 

Verse Three: ".J'..mL.-il.l..r:gJl<;ly_,_il.t:e c] ~.iill-l?.~~ of the word which I have 
..s.po ken to wu,, " 

that he 
had 

He was not able to give this unanimous verdict of clean back in cha er 
.J1. because Judas was s i 1 n verse e w o as bathed 
nee on y o was his feet but is completely c ean, and''you are clean ' 1 

11 but not all of you~ And in verse 11, "For he knew the one who was 
betraying him for this reason he said not all of you are clean.'' 

Verse Four: "tlbj~ in me. i!lJ.d I jn you. Evim as thg branch is unable 
to be bearing frujt Qf jtself.'i$..Q...Jl~:t.br;;r can you. unles~ you are abidjog 
jq me.." e>..Ct:!pf- /f- /s. a_J7,d111) rS1 /he. Vint:; 

~e gives th~m the command ,:_'abide in _me." This involves fellowship. .ll.. '(~"~; 
involves union, and communion one with the other. ,+ h\cicil ... e.s db.edie\'\ce .i-" 

~It is ossible to bel\C . ·an and not fulf" lin this o - It S1.<t.t..is.si""' 
is this aspec o our relationship to God that involves discipljne 1 
desire, and determination on our part. 

If I am not abidin in Christ h n I am out of fellowshi . Then I am 
no rea y experiencing life abundant as its ou e. 

Jesus does not stop here, but after giving the command, abide in me, he 
turns around and says, "And I in you." ;f.J,- X hu.;,klL ,}•<'.ct~ .ct·~·<-·h ·~" ._ v-h,-

~;~Paul describes this as'1Christ in you the hope of glory. 
1
" 1\(,.,,-6 (~) '{}1-'Jti, __ 

~. Galatians 2:2QC "I have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live 
~.»~ yet not I but hrist liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the 
11 flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave himself 

for me." 

Jesus then applies this command to the parable which he is using. 11 ~ 
as the branch is unable to be bearing fruit of itself.II Just like a branch 
is useless without the vine, so a Christian endeavoring to bear fruit on 
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~~1,~~ .. 
)~e,t.., L~. /Y' 1 

~....,.J;.uv-..~ 
flh,1 !. -~~ 

~ 
r;-11.1$2--:.. U.J: 
~ 

'', 
. 'l 

' 
( 

/'--· 
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<!XterV\tt I 

o4vt ~4"9 eJ l~ve.s . 
Steven~f.v~ in his book, I '11 Take the High Road, says, "God pleases 
to operate when we stand with~ clear to see his vision, ears clear 
to hear his voice, and hearts clear to know his victory." -

U'l\icM l"\ He is alive, adequate, and available.to live in us and it is his command 
and desire that we abide in him by fellowship and communion in a oneness 

l'l\.IOf'l<A"lL-11 like the one that is expressed between the vine and the branches. It is 
S (~out of this relationship that much fruit is going to be born. 

)"'""°! I - ~ 
~ ~,-r0 Verse Six: "If anyone is not abjdjog in me, he is thrown away as a 
~ 1 branch. and ~..J!P_;,_ilDQ they are gatherjng them. and castjng them jnto il-. ~n. the fire. and tbev nm b.11rneg," 

D '1 ~ In verse 6 we get the get the consequences-in verse 7 the compensations. 
·\"II""'· In verse 6 we look at the neqative--in verse Z we look at tne positive. ' 

tJ'.lll'fleL ~ •\If anyone is not abiding in me.'' 

Jv1SJ / 
are 

The de · tion here is a de · n of the ·ud ment seat of C •· 
Pau describes this in I Corinthians 5: 10 tha t"we must a 11 appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, everyone may receive the things done in his 
body according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.~ 
And in I Corinthians 3:11, "For no man can lay a foundation other than 
the one which 1s laid wnich is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds upon 
the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each 
man's work wi 11 become evident for the day wi 11 show it because it is to 

, . ' be revealed v1ith fire. The fire itself will test the quality of each man's 
{'iJ!J:.,,:;)J ~,:f.'/.i.,work. If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall 
· · _ receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he sha 11 suffer 1 oss 

1.1.(.Ll)v >1ri,.•····' but he himself shall be saved yet so as through fire." ~ 
j . '., .• •, I S(!!-<Jr 

• .. i·• f. "'' · 1
"'' .,. John describes a process in here in this part of the exposition of the 6€. .et/¢ 

·(\.. \,"''' 1",,,,_Lord Jesus, "if anyone is not abiding, he is thrown away as a branch and tl~J:.~ 
1
• ''' r'· J . dries up." How man have I heard describe thei · · · 41" ~ 
; '"\ ,, .J,.,,.,, . r/,, r dry, . dla~, ~n ~ l'.lh~n it is t e esi re of the Lord Jesus that j t mj ght 
· , . ,:,,;. be fil e .w1t.h.~ l:ving and luster t?,.the. g_l~ry of God: llo.3~: ;"'.:! l!c{r J·•«(u 

1 .,.t/\t,1'~ •·".') ) (L...(: _r;_,_ 11 ~~ .'-rir· . .. .\..t,.'.: (_1lrr:v~)/ .. :f~'Jv .. ,,.,,,,..;;.,/" _,)jc.,.,·v~t.t17I:.- .. ·t~ 1 v ... -i. .. ., .• ~f""~ j o ... "e'~1 ". .. :\:'.,,,
0 

~ /'·· .
77
,. 

'.·' . · 11 ... Verse Seven: '11 If .,\(Qll ace 11!i.idiog ilWlle ~IJd-illJ'..WO!:!ds...are ahjdjng in you .. 6'· "' '2'1 ~P 
if,;\, .(1••'J ' 1 ij§k whatever Y.QY ah§ desjx;j,pg_61DQ i;t.J,'lill becgme yo11rs." V'.<etvl,,:·· 

"l 
1r···:,) '""': ') Whereas we see the conseguences in verse 6' now we see the comrensati on ,.,_ . .,,,,_"--<i . 

. i·."1 ;,· ·. 1 in verse 7. The negative in yerse 6--we have the positive. I you artfu 111v.:z. 
,, ' .. , : abiding in me and my words are abiding in you. Here the Lora Jesus rncudes 

~,h;i .«··' the additional message of''my words abiding in you!' 

John 8:31, "Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed him, 
'If you abide in my word, then you are truly disciples of mine.'" 
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The word for abide in John 8:31 is the same word that is translated abide 
here in John 15:7. There Christ said if you abide in me and my words 
abide in you, you shall ask what you will and it shall be done unto you. 
What is it to abide in him and have his word abide in us? The word abide 
has in it the idea of drawing from something that which sustains life. 
The ~nt is abiding in the grOUiid Wlieli It Is so related to its env1 ron­
ment that which it is drawing from 1he ground that which nurtures and 
sustains the life of the plant. The fish is abiding in the sea not 
when it is afloat upside down in tlle ocean, but when it is so related 
to its environment that it is drawing from that environment sustanance 
for life. The l?..ir.d is abiding in the air when it is drawing from its 
environment tliat which sustains its peculiar kind of life. When there 
is a break between that living thing and its environment so that it is 
no longer being sustained by it, it is no longer abiding. A believer is 
abiding in Christ when his life is being nurtured and sustained by 
Jesus Christ. A believer is abiding in the word when he is drawing 
from the word that which sustains his life. That which controls his 
thinking, that which controls his speech, that which controls his actions 

a W lC lS 

Verse Eight: "In tbjs my, Father is g]orifjed. that yop are bearjnq much 
frlljt. so shall VQJI become my discipl..es. 11 

The result of abiding in Christ is the glorification of the father, because 
it is fath ' ull p se that bearing much fruit. It is 

"'1, _\.... ::J. fro faith to freedom to flow and to fruit that lorifies the fa her. John 
~-if' goes say y ecome my c1 p es, that is my earners. 

The Lord Jesus will remind us of every duty of its time and place. He will 
,reprove us of every error, counsel us in every difficulty. He will excite 

? 
,,qY<11us to every needful activity in spiritual as in temperal matters, we take 

r<:Y'-e ' 'Y.l.- no thought for tomorrow for we know that Christ will be as accessible 
V' .).)'! tomorrow as today.and the time imposes no barrier on his love, so it is 

that we become his disciples. 

~~0 -> ~UNine: ".Jpst i35 the E.at.il~:i~>l me I gJ5q l~d )l,QJI Abjge jn my 

Thus far, we have noted t~_ther that the Lord Jesus ha~.commanded u~t~ 
!?_e abiding in him'; and ~jm to be abiding in us'; anct<Vfor his word tabe 
abrnrnq rn us." And now, e is sa ing that we are to''be abidin in his 
~ .. 
I John 4:16-18, 01 And we ourselves have known and have believed the love 
which God is having in our case, God is love; and the one abiding in love · 
is abiding in God and God is abiding in him. In this the love has been 
brought to completion, which is in us that as a result we are having 
boldness in the day of the judgment, because just as that one is also: 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

8 

we ourselves are in this world. Fear is not in love but perfect love is 
casting out fear because this fear is having penalty. The one who is 
fearing has not been brought to completion.in this love." 

In essence what the Lord Jesus is saying in this 9th verse is to flourish 
in my favor.~ Gfav~ ~ ~ ~ :, live.!.!::!.""~ ~.; 6 .. i.Llc !!:?. m'1 f!..o1.1."'t'1 
Verse Ten: "If you keeP..l!)v commandments, y_oy will agjdjog iD my Joye; jyst 
ilS I hql(e ~ept the comllJp.ndments of my Father and I am abiding in His Love." 

Verse Eleven: "Iha.s.e tbjngs I bsvg :rnoken..to you. in order that my joy may 
.12e j n you a od...tba t your: i o y_ ma\'. be_mag e full 1 " 

,\,..~~ Jesus now tells his men wh he has s oken these thin s about fr i fulness 
~""!fl' in e previ verses. e purpose ac o it is"in or er tat my JOY 

that is the joy of Christ may be in you:' and that as a result of that, . . . 
~your joy may be made full." Jo'1 ,·,. +!:.. Fla') .\-1..c.-t- f\;£'.I. wk... 4. '"''~ ·~ '"' 

I John 1:4 "And as for us, we are writing these things in order that res•de..LL 
your joy might be filled. The ultimate evidence of a life walkingailiiiiL-­
in fellowship with the Father is a joy which has been made full." 

Verse Twelve: "~a.o.llroent t]J9t )'.OU keep on lovjng one._ 
gQOther just 1),.S L.b.9-ll~ ]Ql{f;Q YQIJ." 

In verse 11, it is joy; in verse 12 it is love. We are to lo~ one apothD 
like the Lord Jesus has loved us, and the obvious questionti~w is that? 
And the answer is qiven in verse 13. 

Verse Thirteen: ".Gi::eater lo'l.e-.tlurn J;hjs. no gne js havjng. that gne lay 
dawn his ljfe oo behalf of bjs friend " 

I John 3:16 "In this we have come to know love because that one on our 
behalf laid down his soul and as for us, we are having a moral obligation 
on behalf of our brethren to lay down our soul. 

Verse Fourteen: "You ai;:e WY fi;:jeL\d.s,, jf you keep pn dpjng th9t whjch I 
am commanding yoy, 11 

in these verses. It -
CONCLUSION: 

We have learned together in these verses that ~t~he._.p~r~i~m~ar~y._.o~b~j~e~c~ti~·v~e;;.,.::o~f-.::.th~e::....'"*--
1 ives as his children is fruitf In verse eight, we 

erein is my Father glorified. ~~ 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

9 

~e has the resources to trapsform our character. He can deal with every 
type of weakness that marrs our lives, and can so reconstitute us that we 
become suited to his purpose and we bear much fruit. -
There must be some purpose some reason for God's allowing the knife of 
suffering to operate in our lives. Nothing ever happens in haphazard way 
in a Christian's life. We shall, I think, not be far wrong if we stick 
to our 15th of John and say with the second verse that the object is fruit 1 and in the same verse, more fruit, and in verse eight, much fruit; and ail 
this is for the supreme end that our father might be glorified. This 
same thought is also seen in Isaiah 61:3, ilThat they might be called trees 
gf_.cigh!:eous he lantin oft e Lord that he mi h e glorified. 11 

~re we as anxious to bear ruit for him as o see it? .Are ne as 
- av an in a wou in er ruit b ann .. s.:.we ou bf_j;o ~ 

erhaps you are out of fellowship with the Father toda , an you 
are not abiding in Him; and his word is not abiding in you; and as a 
result, your Christian experience is far from what it should be. If God 
is speaking to you about this matter, I trust that you will allow the 
Holy Spirit to do his convicting work in your life that fruit once again, 
might be born. It · e branch that bears the f · that feels the knife 
to rune it for a 1 ar er rowt an u er i e. Though every u ding 
twig e oppe an every grace o swa,~en ri springing leaf be lost ii!!: t"\ 
space. Oh thou whose life of joy seems reft of beauty shorn, whose 
aspirations lie in dust all bruised and torn. Rejoice, though each desire, 
each dream, each hope of thine shall fall in faith, it is the hand of 
love divine that holds the knife that cuts and breaks with tenderous 
touch that thou whose 1 ife has borne some fruit may now bear much. 

111. o I:- tJ\l)~es. 
= 

Ct}) 




