SNAPSHOT NUMBER EIGHT 3
The Restoration of Peter f.Q3
John 21:1-17

Key Verse 21:15, "Then when they had finished breakfast, Jesus is saying
to Simon Peter, 'Simon, son of John, do you Tove me more than these?' He
is saying to Him, 'Yes, Lord, you are knowing that I love you.' He is
saying to him, 'Feed my lambs.'"

TEXT:
V.

V.

1
2

.10
vl

12

13
.14
.15

20

After these things Jesus again made himself visible to the disciples
at the sea of Tiberias; and he manifested himself in this manner.
There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas, the one called the
twin, and Nathanael, the one from Cana of Galilee and the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of His disciples.

Simon Peter is saying to them, "I am going fishing." They are saying
to him, "We are coming also with you." They went out and got into
the boat; and during that night they caught nothing.

But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; however,
the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.

Then, Jesus is saying to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?"
They answered him no.

And he said to them, "Throw the net on the right side of the boat
and you will find." Therefore, they threw it, and no longer were
they strong enough to haul it in because of the great number of fish.
Then that disciple whome Jesus loves is saying to Peter, "It is the
Lord!" Then Simon Peter, having heard that it was the Lord, he put
on his outer garment, for he was only partially clad and threw
himself into the sea.

But the other disciples came in the Tittle boat, for they were not
far from the land, in fact about 100 yards, dragging the net full

of fish.

Then when they got out upon the shore they are seeing a charcoal
fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread.

Jesus is saying to them, "Bring some of the fish which you now
caught."”

Simon Peter went up and drew the net to the sore full of large fish,
a hundred and fifty three; and although there were so many, the net
was not torn.

Jesus is saying to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the
disciples was daring to question him, "Who are you?" knowing that

it was the Lord.

Jesus is coming and taking the bread and giving it to them and the
fish in the same way.

This already is the third time that Jesus made himself visible to
the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.

Then when they had finished breakfast, Jesus is saying to Simon
Peter: "Simon, son of JOhn, do you love me more than these?" He

is saying to Him, "Yes, Lord you are knowing that I love you." He
is saying to him, "Feed my lambs."

He is saying to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do

you love me?" He is saying to him, "Yes Lord, you are knowing that



Erma Bombeck has a great article called the:
"Wal-Mart metamorphosis"

Something really strange happens to me when I'm in a Wal-Mart
store. It's as if a metamorphosis takes place. I change from
a mild-mannered boutique looker into a power-driven shopping
machine.

It begins in the parking lot. I tell myself if I can't
find a spot near the front door, I'll go home. It's no big
deal. I don't need anything. I'm just there to look.

The longer I have to circle, the more pumped up I become.
If I don't get inside that store and get my hands around a
bargain--and soon--I'm going to hyperventilate.

I even change physically. No longer am I a woman who
shops to be seen. In a Wal-Mart, no one cares. An Elvis
sighting rates only a bored glance. If George Bush asked
directions to paint thinner, 10 people would yell, "If it had
been a snake, it would have bitten him."

Mostly what scares me is what can only be described as the
"T need this!" hormone. When it kicks in, I am like a woman
who has just traveled by dogsled over 500 miles to get
supplies for a mining camp for the year before I return. I
need supplies of bulk proportions, like drums of paint,
cartons of paper towels and crates of antifreeze. I also need
a peach parakeet, a Christmas-tree skirt kit with sequins to
attach, a case of bamboo shoots, and a pair of floral leggings
that make me look like a Disney parking lot from the rear.

I need an ice chest shaped like Marge Simpson, a plastic
topiary tree, a smoke alarm and a key ring with a scorpion
laminated in it.

To look at my cart, one would never suspect there are only
two in our family. There are enough staples to last until the
thaw--if I didn't live in the desert.

Stores like Wal-Mart that have the ambience of a monster
truck-pulling contest in progress have sprung up all over the
country. They are enormously successful. They are like giant
garage sales without the chips in the candy dishes and the
lamps that need rewiring.

. They can sell 100 pounds of cat food to a dog owner,
knitting needles to someone who doesn't know which end to hold
the needles, and a bicycle water bottle to someone who thinks
it's a plant mister.

All I know is, with 36 rolls of toilet tissue in my
bathroom, my longevity is assured. I'm too cheap to die.

(From Universs es icate, "At Wit's End"
by Erma Bombeck)
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Larry Crabb writes!, "All our relationship problems
spring from one place--the foul well of selfishness. More, ‘
than anything, what gets in the way of getting along is
Self-centeredness that seems reasonable [my right}). Poor
communication, temper problems, unhealthy responses to
dysfunctional family backgrounds, co-dependent
relationships, and personal incompatibility--everything
(unless medically caused) flows out of the cesspool of self-
centeredness." We become particularly self-interested when
we are in pain, whether because of a bad mood or problems.
"We use our suffering to excuse our self-interest. When our
Lord hurt, other-centeredness came naturally: 'Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.'"

p. 109
(36-60)

Our culture says, "If you've got it, flaunt it; if you don't
have it, fake it 'til you make it."

p. 112

(36-60)

e _Seeking Heart by Fenelon) Auburn, ME: Christian Books.
)yright - Christian Books, 1992. 182 pp.
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Tpe more you selfishly love yourself, the more critical you’
wlll be. Self-love cannot forgive the self-love it
discongsﬂigmgtherg, Nothing is so offensive to a haughty,
conceited heart as the sight of another one.

p. 53

(32-52)

L By Tihuct O Ghoufrsssy xS



Brokenness

(Broken In The Right Place by Alan E. Nelson) Nashville, TN: Thomas
Nelson. Copyright - Alan E. Nelson, 1994. 260 pp.

Tommy Barnet said, "You must be broken before your sp@r%t
can get out." "The rock must be smitten before the living
waters can flow. The alabaster box must be broken before
the odor of the ointment can fill the house. It would be
dangerous for God to empower an unbroken man."

p. 232

(36-66)

Brokenness _ . _ ' .
Nouwen said, "The great illusion of leadership is to think
that others can be led out of the desert by someone who has |

Ab never been there." The breaking process produces a leader ;
that can be trusted.
p. 237
(36-66)

(Final Call by Steven J. Lawson) Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.

Copyright - Steven J. Lawson, 1994, 221 pp.

Corrie ten Boom was once asked if it was difficult for
il her to remain humble. Her reply was simple. "When Jesus
rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday on the back of a donkey,
I Qk)'and everyone was waving palm branches and throwing garments
‘Jr‘ on the road and singing praises, do you think that for one
i moment it ever entered the head of that donkey that any of
that was for him?"
Then she added, "If I can be the donkey on which Jesus
Christ rides in His glory, I will give him all the praise
and all the honor."
p. 57
(37-53)

Do you have a burden for the lost,

A? burden? or have you lost the
® P. 349

(33-45)
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10 Little Christians

10 little Christians came to church all the tlmé/j
ﬁnone fell out with the preacher, then there were
nine.
\g—IIttle Christians stayed up late;
one overslept on Sunday, then there were eight.
8 little Christians on their way to heaven;
one took the low road, then there were seven.

& 7 little Christians, chirping like chicks;
u, one didn't like the singing, then there were six.
6 little Christians seemed very much alive;
one took a vacation, then there were five.
?( 5 little Christians pulling for heaven's shore;

one stopped to rest awhile, then there were four.
4 little Christians each as busy as a bee;
one got his feelings hurt, then there were three.
3 little Christians couldn't decide what to do;
one couldn't have his way, then there were two.
2 little Christians each won one more;
now don't you see, two and two make four.
4 little Christians worked early and late,
each brought one, now there were eight.
+ 8 little Christians, if they double as before.
in just seven Sundays we'd have one
i thousand twenty-four.
_ In this little jingle there is a lesson true--
s you belong either to the building or to the
8 wrecking crew! i
p. 196 \
(34-2)
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Blessings of Brokenness by @harles Stanley) Grand Rapids MI, Zondervan Publishing

House, ij)yright - Charles F Stanley, 1997, 158pp.

TOPIC

REF #

TEXT

Brokenness

Brokenness

Brokenness

Brokenness

Brokenness

073-01

v

073-02

073-3

073-4

073-5

In choosing to be fashioned by God, we inevitably must choose
to yield to brokenness and to allow God to remake us and renew
us as he desires—even if that means suffering pain, hardship,
and trials.

p.14

We each have these areas of our lives in which we want to
maintain total control. And they are precisely the ones into which
God moves. In fact, these areas that we hold to be off limits to
God are the very ones he focuses upon in order that every aspect
of our independence be stripped away from us. His desire and
purpose for us is total dependence upon him. Nothing short of
complete dependence will suffice.

p. 46

When God leads us into or allows us to experience breaking
periods, he is after our self-will, self-reliance, self-dependence,
self-sufficiency. He’s after everything that smacks of self, and of
willful independence, in us.

p- 48

Why are we afraid to let go? Because we don’t want to lose
control. That’s pride in its rawest form.
p- 50

Trust issues are inevitably love issues. Ask yourself today:

e Would God rob you of anything that was for your eternal
good?

e Would God break you from anything that would cause you
to become what he wants you to be?

e Would God take away from you anything that would bless
you spiritually?

e Would God deprive you of anything that would build you
up, edify you, strengthen you, and build character into
your life?

e Would God steal from you anything that would bring you
contentment, peace, and joy?

e Would God take away those things that would help you
become the maximum of your potential?

NO!
p. 51-52
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I love you." He is saying to him, "Be shepherding my sheep."

v.17 He is saying to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you Tove
me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, you are knowing all things, you are
knowing by experience that I love you." Jesus is saying to him, "Be
feeding my sheep."

EXPOSITION:

’ It has been our privilege during these weeks to look closely at several
QAA;V\% ~pictures or snapshots of the Saviour in the Gospel of John. In our first
E;gkﬁwws study we Tooked together at the wedding in Capa of Galilee. In this
N LAQ“ picture therqlwere three things that stood out befor% us: First,) they
34 have no wine.  Second,® whatever he says to you do it! And third.!you

;” . gave kept the good wine until now.
.66
isggggéﬂﬁiékpicture number twg was a conversation with the very religious and moral
A

\ko‘* upstanding and successful man by the name of Nicodemus, and in verse 7
P@g;/’Lﬁ?- of chapter 3 we notice the key statement, "Do not begin to wonder that
N\«\“ I said to you, you must be born again."

/jftf%;;/lln our third picture, we see the Lord Jesus in conversation with an outcast

' Samaritan woman to whom he reveals himself as the water of life to satisfy
her every need.

In Snapshot Number Four we witnessed not only the testing of Philip, but
Ql‘sy the miraculous feeding of the five thousand with the little lad's iunch

of five loaves and a couple of fish. We learned in this study that it
is the Lord's desire to take us, to break.us, to bless us, and to use

us; and a_little is a 1ot when the Lord is in b

In Snapshot Number Fiye we discovered together the Lord's ability to
forgiye as he is presented with a woman who has.been caught in the v

act of adulte She hears from the Tips of the Lord Jesus the words,
"™either do I condemn you, go your way from now on no longer go on sinning."
For this woman we noted together that in Jesus Christ, there was forgiveness,
freedom, and a future.

In Snapshot Number Six we witnessed the Lord Jesus meeting the needs of

each of the three persons involved. Eirst for Martha it was the need to
learn_to Inuﬁi EEE Lord in EEerZ circumstance to be able to not only order
those circumstances but handle those events victoriously in our lives.

In EEEE we saw that her need was for care and comfort and the Lord

identifies both internally and extorngTTy WIth her and her gricf, and with
Lazurus it was the need for life and liberty, which he received so graciously
from the hand of the Lord.

%;k In Snapshot Number Seven we noted together that the Lord Jesus describes
fﬁ- his relationship with us as the relationship of a branc ipe and it
is through this relationship that fruit is born in and through our Tives.

This brings us now to a consideration of Snapshot Number Eight, The
&QM“LRestor‘ation of Peter, in John 21:1-17.

act that since our last study
we now have had the events o

ed as well as raised a

ain
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§gtﬁ=§u££1ﬁzgn; c1a1ms about what he was

going to do when someone threa rist, and he

JoHain g w¢n+ Y194T Ovey hils:
he drewsa head I(

. anded deliverance. He received a stern rebuke from JL
ve FOTTATE 3CTTon and then began to follow at a distance. Worvwing abeas wha
— Might Happew +o foler
and was sort of hangin
i was on

1s occasion that Peter stooped to his three-fold de a1 of Jesus Christ.

Lo\ ®" Withzdehn he went to the place:
i”,,,f" around out doors to see w

It was fantastic news to Peter and the rest of the 12 to hear that Jesus
Christ was risen from the dead.

o
“@v'\ The iptures record in I Corinthians 15:5 that the Lord Jesus revealed
| oX himself: unto Pete We do not know what went on in that conversation, but sation, but **_
g\ we do know that Peter experienced the joy of forgiveness and freedgm and

W fure _in_a similar way to e woman in chapter 8
/ a fu i il to_th 0 ] Resuwechme _’%‘C

tﬂ¢?‘ It is with this background in _our minds that we now approach the Qassgg i
of scripture that is before us in John 21.

w&d"‘“’ Verse One: After these things Jesus again made himself visible to the
\

Eli¢m St ¥ 2 Eﬁﬁti Ekkmmagg,
After these thin s'refers us back to the.tkperiences recorggg(in the 20th
@ dP chapter of the Gospel of John. John records the facts about the resurrection
0)‘“ of Christ and his appearances there as well as his revelation to
= \ with the outcome o 1S belietr as we

[}

@]

ot

John says‘Jesus again made himself visible to the discip]es: and the
}» location:of this manifestation is at the sea of Tiberjas; and how he did
e e T S VI i v,

K&A it is going to be recorded in the following verses.
C
r e G“" Verse Two: There were together Simon Peter. and Thomas. the one called .
'\' 1ilee _and the_sons_of
Zebedee, and two others of His disciples
UJOJA Here John records that there were seven-of-the-disciples together_on
//,//" this partigular occasion. Five of the men are mentione dimon
Peter an homa the one who had just made his confession of belief in
& chapter 5&3 thanael, the Israelite in whom there was no guile, and
avs GEU ohn. And then the record records that there were two other

believe that these two other disciples-

v of his discip]es. I persgnall
’&“‘*“\g »gg%g_j.he_m.h.ar_f_immsn. i
met back in chapter six.
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Needless to say, this is quite an #stute & group-of ex=fishermen hitting

the waters once-again.
They are probab]y.rggJJJLJﬂLﬂlxiﬂﬂ_Ihﬂméslxgg_a1though the fruit of their
labor amounted to nothing as we are going to see in the following verse.

Verse Three: Simon Peter is saying to them, "I am going fishing,” They

President Pet desi return to the old way of 1ife and
enjoy once again_the i -

To Peter there would be a certain amount of ego satisfaction in bein
Successtul in Ris old pursuit, having failed so miserably in his present
endeavors, « we“ At et 3 S-l-.ll Can “ish’

hgral ol e — Got # Job Camme #o His Senses— — ~
The res

of the fellows also desire to join him so it says that they went
out and got into the boat and during that night they caught nothing.

This reminds us of the verse in John 15:5 that we had in our study last
week, "I am the vine, you are the Erancﬁes, the one who is abiding in me,
and I in him this one is bearing much fruit because apart from me you are
not able to do anything."

For Peter and his fishing party it was futile fishing without the direction

of the Lord Jesus.

Verse Four: But when the day was nowbreaking, Jesus. stood on the beachi

It was still too early to see who he was, but Jesus stood on the beach.
They could see the form of a man along the shore and Jesus could see them
fishing in the distance.

Verse Five: Ihen..Jesus is saying.to them. —Children, you have no fish..

They have been trying on their own all night long struggling and relying

upon all of their past experience, but they have been totally unsuccessful
1n their project to this point. i

Verse Six: And he said to m, " , . ide
boat and vou will fi I by B A ROLORGE
| THECETE = | F £is]
Sulfess

The voice on the shore having raised the question about their guestion
issues some instruction, and the instructions are to‘throw the net on the
right side of the boat with the promise you will find.”/ =

John records that they were instantaneously obedient, therefore, they
threw it; and the results of their obedience no longer were they strong
enough to haul it in because of the great number of fish. In-answer to
their_obedience the Lord ble: hem ~a catch of fish that was _so
great they were not even strong enough, the seven o em, to haul it
in.
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m his boat, the Lord
n 0 let down his net.
nd as a result of doin 1S, they cau mber of fTish on

ccasion, too. reter's response to that miracle was to drop on his
RMees 1n the poat and to say" depart. from me-for«l am assinful mans O«lLord."

Verse Seven: Then_that disciple whom@ Jesus Joves is saying to Peter,
"It is the Lord!" Then Simon Peter, having heard that it was the Lord,
he put on his outer garment, for he was only partially clad and threw
himsel? into T

John refers to himself as that disciple whom Jesus loved, and John says
to Peter itwis the Lord.

; < : ; . ; . W
The voice which spoke with such loving compassion and the miracle which H*-szgf
took place caused John to rule out any other possibility than the f 4*;*’8 2

that this was the Lord who was standing on the shore. —Worlds Greatat—

. ‘ -r- S"n\- - - {
When Peter heard this from John, he put on his outer garment for he had Ffiéf**ﬂ“*,

stripped down for the hard work that he was engaged in and secondly, he - ==
threw himself into the sea for a quick swim to the shore.

Verse Eight: But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they
were not far from the land, in fact about 100 vards, dragging the net .
full of fish.

lowsth oF A Eoctba )l Fiofd Awey !
The other«six-guys in the fishing party stay with the boat and proceed
to bring it to shore as well as the net full of fish dragging behind.

Verse Nine: Then when they got out upon the shore they are seeing a,
| T T Y TN O W YT T mr

The Lord Jesus had already prepared a fire and it had fish and bread
cooking on it for their meal.

Verse Ten: Jesus is saying to them. "Bring some of the fish which vou now. ..
:a“ght [

Jesus commands the disciples to bring some of the fish which were involved

in the catch so thire would be enough«for-the eight of th Eﬂusave .

plenty to eat. Vetev - ’ﬂimst/ athan, el — ey < Phd v Pdria
A esus

Verse Eleven: Simon Peter went.up and drew the net to_the soce full of

the nef was not torn,

Simon Peter leaps into action as soon as the Lord speaks the command

an rew the ne rest o way to the shore and John records that
it was full of large fish, 183 in total number. And although there were
so many, the net was not torn.
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yA’HS reminds us of the fourth snapshogwhen the Lord Jesus takes the bread
"‘ and the fish of the 1itt unch and feeds everyone so satisfactorily
“
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Verse Twelve: Jesus is. saying to them, "Come fast," None
of the disciples was daring to question him, _ i 1
Lt was the Lord.

The invitation now that the fish and bread have been prepared from the

A &}ord Jesus is to''come and have breakfast.’
Y

20
\wﬁ

u,s"’sa-

u(

Q‘# %\9

W\

The response of the disciples was that none of them were daring to question
him, "Who are you?" because they were all unanimous kn0w1ng that it was
the Lord who was standing there before them. ¢ Sure: Ritars: »

This is such an astounding experience for the me It is difficult for

e fact that the Eord Jesus coﬁia ;EEﬁaIIE be_there Eefore
them seeing that he,just some days earlier,had been crucified upon a
Roman cross.  —fowiec — Peter - A ndvew — dames— doln ~ Nathanrer— Philip

P,SUS

Verse Thirteen: Wu&mummmmwmﬂ_

and_the fish in the same way.

with such a small amount of bread and fish.

Verse Fourteen:

wisible to the disciples..aftec He was.raised from the dead..

The other two times were fidgst when Thomas was ‘not with them and then the
seeond, time when Thomas«wasswith=them and made his confession of belief
recorded in John 20.

Verse Fifteen: JThen when they had finished breakfast. Jesus is _saying to
s. E I s- E I | I .I J:::E [I}E ”;I:E Ihﬁﬂ IhESE7n ”E

that I love you." He is

Now that breakfast is over, J*gus ;Hrns his attentiop to Simon Peter,
and the conversation which follows 15 directed just to simon Peter although

U»the other six men are probably Tistening in
\SJL’;??VJesus raises the question, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than

these?"

The Lord Jesus uses the term Agape when he refers to the word Love, which
involved selfi=saerifice in the interest of the one loved.

Rest oF +he Guyg V!
The Lord Jesus is probably pointing=te-the-fish that have been caught
when he makes reference to t e fact, "Do you love me more than these?"
Peter had once left the fishing 1ife to follow the Lord Jesus initially
and now the question comes before Peter again, "Do you Tove me more than
these?"

— Am I ﬁ’a//y F?r;-/? To be '|£v—r'f leqinr Yo wreed ~o
ché 1S Nevery dtsatpfmnf ﬁf JS beco.use

e Q[wau,‘s Seeg ws aS e Qve Ci‘muu{ 4‘5 be

kﬁé«u; .l%g‘,eub QJ\ us,



"Very much crushed,” "broken very small,” "that which is
uery small,” "dust”

A" Psalm 90:3
You turn men back to dust, saying, "Return to dust,
O sons of men."

@ spirit,” " astm

Isaiah 57:15
For this is what the high and lofty One says—he who
lives forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high
and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and
lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to
revive the heart of the contrite.

Psalm 34:19
A righteous man may have many troubles, but the
Lord delivers him from them all;

Crushed — powder;___)

T T

K’f‘o—be crushed”

Psalm 10:10
His victims are crushed, they collapse; they fall
under his strength.

P 44:20

If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread
out our hands to a foreign god,

X-Psalm 51:10
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me.

Psalm 38:
All my longings lie open before you, O Lord; my
sighing is not hidden from you.

"Used of the heart"

Psalm 51:19
Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt
offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on
your altar.

To collapse mentally — physically.




@itwn" in the feet, IamD
e

2 Samuel 4:4
(Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame in
both feet. He was five years old when the news
about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His
nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to
leave, he fell and became crippled. His name was
Mephibosheth.)

2 Samuel 9:3
The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house
of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba
answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan;
he is crippled in both feet."

Has ot my hand made all these things, and so they
came into being?" declares the Lord. "This is the one
I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit,
and tre es at my word.

Smitten, maimed.




Nehemiah 9:33-35

In all that has happened to us, you
have been just; you have acted
faithfully, while we did wrong. Our
kings, our leaders, our priests and
our fathers did not follow your law;
they did not pay attention to your
commands or the warnings you gave
them. Even while they were in their
kingdom, enjoying your great
goodness to them in the spacious and
fertile land you gave them, they did
not serve you or turn from their evil
ways.



NPsalm 72:4
T He will defend the afflicted among the people and
save the children of the needy; he will crush the
Oppressor.

/ j . l "To be broken in Pieces," crusheD

Psalm 89:11

The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; you
founded the world and all that is in it.

WPglm 143:3
The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the ground;
he makes me dwell in darkness like those long dead.

Y Job 6:9
that God would be willing to crush me, to let loose
his hand and cut me off!

Job 19:2
"How long will you torment me and crush me with
words?

pressed, broken in Spirit”

For this is what the high and lofty One says—he who
lives forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high
and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and
lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to
revive the heart of the contrite.

@ised, smitten — "this is my body . . .”
saiah 53:3

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of
sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we
esteemed him not.

"Crushed, humbled, broken in spirt)

Isaiah 19:10
The workers in cloth will be dejected, and all the
wage earners will be sick at heart.

Jeremiah 44:10
To this day they have not humbled themselves or
shown reverence, nor have they followed my law and
the decrees I set before you and your fathers.

e
To bruise, to beat to pieces, crush, humble, s@
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Vot :
. 1
~4 ‘  Peter gives the response by using a different word for Tove which means
(f\7 ©° human affection. "Yes+-Lord, you are knowing-that+I-Jove you."

Simon Peter's answer that for the fist time in his life

& We discern_fr
,1vﬁ‘g' %*‘9¥ e recognizes his own human Timitations. Before this time, Peter has
yree \1; always Eeen self-sufficient and c|a1m{ng tota] adequacy for any demand
};vﬁ‘ at mig e placed upon him, and now recognizing the fact of his own
Vk nability to Tove [ike the Lord has asked him to Tove, he changes the

\% :’ QC . word to reveal his own limitations., Oy whew we Yeeognize 1M 4 deguacy L:»lm +L,
W The Lord in response to these words is saying to h1m, "Feed my lambs." ~evd ‘*P“S*
‘/ Us wl A
e Here the Lord Jesus makes reference to the fo p/ministry that ought™ _

ThvoTves a faithful  2etmp

g€
x"'g”i\ '3 to be a part of lives and work. Feeding-the tembs—
% ,"(} presentation of the milk of the word.

HBMes . . |
’3< - I "Peter2:2,3 "As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word that
Uy you may grow thereby, if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious."

Verse Sixteen: He is saying to him again a_second time, "Simon, son of

The Lord Jesus raises the second question and continues to use the word
referring to Agape love, and Peter in his response uses his term for
human affection recognizing his own limitations. "Yes Lord, you are
knowing that I Tove you." That is with human affection.. And then the
(T‘p Lord Jesus is say1ng to Peter in return, "Be.shepherding my-sheep.
. This aspect 0 et 1nvo]ves]§Fbtect onj [ leadership

it is thedn flaturing.ministry. s It is the Erotect1ng om '.e
onslaught o T [ fhev no 1onqer be tossed to an y every.

wind of doctr1ne.

Verse Seventeen: He is saying to him the third time, “Simon. son of John..
I : TS PRI b0 [ the fhisd i
Jou.are knowing. by expecience tha I _love you.. Jesus is saying to him,..
‘Be_feeding my sheep.

In the third question that the Lord asks he uses the word that Simon has
been usTmg in the previous two answers. “Simon, son of John, do you Tove
me with human affection? —

John records that"Peter was grieved that he said to him the third time,
Do you love me that 1s with human affection.

The thing that grieved the heart of Peter was the fact that the Lord
Changed the word to be the word that Peter used.

I am sure that Peters_apswer tfo this—th d.guestion is given with tears

in_his eyes, "Lomjeouﬂare know1n- all th1ﬁ-s' by experience
that I Tove you ou W1 ection. Jesus is
Saying to him, "Be feed1ng my sheep "

You Kmow Me 4+ my hea ot

besTlen My, ﬁkn. oue_ els e
PML&Z@’?,B Mo leoks on  +he ahoard:
I%:ZB,‘Z-% Appaan:{a«-cif_ byt Gad lesis
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Here we n in the faithful feeding of the mature flock. This
is the @eat ministr‘;; The presentation and exposition of the meat of the
Word to e walked with the Lord for a good period of time,
and as a result, have grown in him.

Wheggassthe comand in the Www
t. the ini and the second commandi be EE%Eherdin: mf S eeE 1nvo lved
2., ministry, this third com eaing my sheep involves
5,t =¢ms;. at 1s prov1d1ng the meat of the Wor ese who

It is interes i i : ikens the maturing
process to ) There is certainly
a parallel & here.(DThe feeding of
the Tambs involves the little children, a he shepherding of the
Sheep_ involves the ﬁoung men, and the1r conf Ct Wi e evil one, an

e feeding of my sheep involves the fathers.

}

It is when Peter finally comes to the realization is _experience
that he is tota incapable of doing anything to produce this type o

Tove described by the Lord Jesus that he becomes a real candidate for it.
Because his self-sufficiency has been dealt with so successfully by the
Saviour, Peter, filled with the Spirit, is able to be used mightily by
God as it is recorded in the book of Acts. Once a man learns the great
lessons that our sufficiency is not in ourselves, but our sufficjency is

in the _ipndwelling Christ, then do we see a different story again to be
told.

I am sure the reason for the three questions is because of gee-fold
deniz that yas. involved in Peter's situation. Peter now and
J is(ready) to reap a harvest through the power of th&—meweTling
and totally auegua e Christ who _makes his _presence known in our lives
when we are ready and willing to really depend upon him. 3
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We want him to be able to say, as Estella says in Charles Dicken's Great
Expectations, "I have been bent and broken, but I hope into a better shape."
p- 143

29 53 O B i b he bt

©

10.

11.
12.

ATTITUDE CHECKS FOR BROKENNESS

Am I willing to let go of my dreams and ambitions if such is God's will?
Am I defensive when accused, or criticized, or misunderstood?

Am I coveting what others have instead of waiting for heaven's rewards?
Am I forgiving when offended, with or without an apology?

Am I complaining or arguing out of unsurrendered rights?

Am I thinking of others first out of love?

Am I proudly appearing that I am always right or know all the answers?
Am I practicing the spiritual disciplines (prayer, fasting, solitude,
simplicity, etc.)?

Am I being silent regarding self-promotion and letting God do my public
relations?

Am I daily saying, "God whatever it takes, I'm willing to submit to your
leadership?"

Am I expressing joy in the difficulties which serve to refine me?

Am I taking risks out of obedience to Christ instead of giving in to fear,
pride, or denial?

p. 123

D. L. Moody experienced a breaking when he met George Mueller.

Mueller listened to all the great things Moody said he had done for God.
Mueller then said, "I have heard about the great things you have done for God.
But what about all the great things God has done for you?" Watchman Nee
wrote, "To have God do his own work through us, even once, is better than a
lifetime of human striving."

pp. 240-41



(—% Brokenness

(The Blessings of Brokenness by Charles Stanley) Grand Rapids MI, Zondervan Publishing

House, Copyright - Charles F Stanley, 1997, 158pp.

TOPIC

REF #

TEXT

073-8

The following poem speaks to the breaking process that Peter
experienced and that we all experience:

When God wants to drill a man,

And thrill a man,

And skill a man,

To play the noblest part;

When He yearns with all His heart
To create so great and bold a man
That all the world shall be amazed,
Watch His methods, watch His ways!
How He ruthlessly perfects
Whom He royally elects!

How He hammers him and hurts him,
And with mighty blows converts him
Into trial shapes of clay which

Only God understands;

While his tortured heart is crying
And he lifts beseeching hands!

How he bends but never breaks

When his good He undertakes;

How He uses whom He chooses,

And with every purpose fuses him;

By every act induces him

To try his splendor out—

God knows what He’s about.
—UNKNOWN

p. 103-104




35

Nothing is so
strong as gentleness.
Nothing is so gentle

as real strength.

Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy
salvation, And Thy right hand upholds me;

And Thy gentleness makes me great.
Psalm 18:35 NAS

In God Works the Night Shift, Ron Mehl writes of Joe Knapp, who was
as "fearless and aggressive as a bulldozer." He drove a beer truck down the
Oregon highways and had a streak of mean in him that went clear to the
bone. But Joe found the extended hand of God on a cold, snowy night in
Portland, Oregon. Trying to navigate the snowy streets, his beer truck
stalled (of all places) in front of the church. Hearing singing from within the
building, he went in and was converted that night to Christ. Joe eventually
went to the mission field and became the pastor of a large Protestant church
in Colombia. Joe fearlessly preached Christ. He was bombastic and tough,
though his wife, Virginia, was a quiet, gracious woman.

What lingered in Mehl's mind about Joe the most, however, was not
his toughness, it was "his extraordinary tenderness and care shown his wife
as she lay in a rest home. Joe knew she was afraid to be alone, so every day
this dear man who, years earlier could have single-handedly tossed everyone
out of a bar, would visit with his little wife long into the night. Every day as
Joe sat at her side, he would tell her how much he loved her. . . . But most of
all, he would hold her hand." Joe was strong enough to be tender.
pp. 106-7



Let me tell you a story that illustrates what can happen when you accept
Jesus’ invitation to be linked to Him. In Europe, there was a beautiful stone
cathedral that had one of the most magnificent pipe organs on the Continent. It
was a Saturday afternoon, and the sexton was making one final check of the
choir loft high in the balcony at the back of the church. He thought all the doors
were locked and no one was around, so he was startled to hear footsteps echoing
up the narrow stone stairway leading to the balcony. Suddenly a man in
slightly tattered clothes appeared tin the doorway.

“Excuse me, sir,” the stranger said, “I've come from quite a distance to see
this organ and this cathedral. Would you mind opening the console so that I
might get a closer look at it?”

At first the custodian refused, but the stranger seemed so eager and
insistent that he finally gave in. The man looked longingly at the ranks of
keyboards, at the stops and pedals, and then, he hesitantly asked, “May I sit on
the bench?”

“Absolutely not!” the sexton replied. “What if the organists came in and
found you sitting there? I'd probably lose my job!”

But the stranger was so gently persistent that the sexton finally gave in.
“All right,” he said. “You can sit there, but only for a moment.”

The custodian noticed that the stranger seemed to be very much at home
as he slid on to the organ bench, so he was not totally taken by surprise when
the next question came. In fact, he interrupted the stranger in the middle of his
request.

“No! Definitely not! You may not play the organ. I don’t even want you
to touch those keys. No one is allowed to play it except the cathedral organist.”
The man’s face fell, and his deep disappointment was obvious. He

reminded the custodian how far he had come, and he assured him that no
damage would be done. Finally, the sexton relented and told the stranger he
could play the instrument and then he would have to leave.

Overjoyed, the stranger pulled out some of the stops, pushed in others,
and lovingly poised his fingers over the keys. Suddenly the cathedral was filled
with the most beautiful music the custodian had ever heard in all of his years in
that place. The music seemed to transport him heavenward. It rang from the
rafters, shook the windows, and touched the sexton’s heart in a way no music,
indeed, no message, had ever done. The sexton was so taken with the
breathtaking beauty of the melody he was hearing that he half-expected a choir
of angels suddenly to materialize and join in.

Then, as suddenly as he had begun, the dowdy stranger stopped playing,
slid off the organ bench, and started down the stairway.

“Wait!” cried the custodian. “That was the most beautiful music I have
ever heard. Who are you?”

But the stranger had already disappeared down the narrow, dark
stairway. The sexton hurried after him, pushing through the door and into the



sunlight, where a crowd of people had gathered, drawn by the dramatic music
that had soared from the cathedral.

“Why didn’t you tell us?” one man cried to the sexton as he appeared in
the doorway.

“Tell you what?” the man asked, confused.

“That Mendelssohn was here!” the agitated man replied. “I heard the
music and couldn’t believe my ears. I got here just in time to see him leave. He
vanished into the crowd. But it was him, all right. Felix Mendelssohn was
here!”

Felix Mendelssohn, one of the greatest organists and composers of the
nineteenth century, was the dowdy stranger who had begged the sexton to let
him play!

The crowd disbursed, and the awestruck sexton was left alone in the great
stone edifice, the beautiful organ music still ringing in his ears. Just think!/ he
said softly to himself, I almost kept the master from playing his music in my
cathedral.?

Jesus is the Master. He’s the one who wrote the music. All He asks is
that you let Him play His music in the cathedral of your life.

“Come,” He says. “T'll teach you how fast we'll go. I'll teach you what
direction we'll go. There’s no greater rest you could ever find for your soul than
the rest you'll find in Me. If you're tired and weary, weak and heavy-laden, I
understand. I know how it feels to be alone. I will carry your burden if you will
let Me love you. I'll wrap My arms around you, and I'll give your heart a home.”

When we accept His invitation, we are linked to Him. We are His
disciples.

3. James S. Hewett, ed., “Let Him Play,” in Illustraiions Unlimited (Wheaton, I1L:
Tyndall House Publishers, 1988), 71-72

pp. 26-28



(Chicken~Soup for the Soul: 101 Stories to Open the Heart and Rekindle
the Spirit by~Jack Canfield & Mark Victor Hansen) Deerfield Beaecl, FL:
dealth Communicatl® Inc. Copyright - Jack Canfield &-MaTk Victor

dansen, 1993. 308 pp.)

(ﬁ\“erseverance

“Passionate people brace what™they love and never give'
up. " —

Panielle Kennedy
5. 240
(43-59)

first Love
Soon after her brother was born, little Sachi began to
ask her parents to leave her alone with the new baby. They
worried that like most four-year-olds, she might feel
jealous and want to hit or shake him, so they said no. But
she showed no signs of jealousy. She treated the baby with
kindness and her pleas to be left alone with him became most I @/ ¢
urgent. They decided to allow it.

H&/) Elated, she went into the baby’s room and shut the door,
but it opened a crack--enough for her curious parents to
peek in and listen. They saw little Sachi walk quietly up
to her baby brother, put her face close to his and say
quietly, "“Baby, ;e%l me what God feels like. I’'m starting
to forget." ™ e I N e T
R Sm— ' Dan Millman
p: 280
(43-59)

Potential
@f ; The Touch Of The Master'’s Hand

‘Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But held it up with a smile.

“"What am I bidden, good folks,” he cried,
“Who'll start the bidding for me?"”

“A dollar, a dollar,” then, two! Only two?
“Two dollars, and who’ll make it three?
“Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice;
Going for three . . .” But no,

From the room, far back, a grey-haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow;

Then, wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening the loose strings,

He played a melody pure and sweet

As a caroling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said: “What am I bid for the old wviolin?”
And he held it up with the bow.

“A thousand dollars, and who’ll make it two?
Two thousand! And who’ll make it three?
Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice;
And going and gone, " said he.

pr—

The people cheered, but some of them cried,

*We do not quite understand

. what changed its worth?” Swift came the reply:
P E
b .



(Chicken for the Soul: 101 Stories to en the Heart a
;bg Spirit by Jack Canfield & Mark Victor Hansen) Deerfield Beach, FL:
Health Communications, Inc. Copyright - Jack Canfield & Mark Victor

Hansen, 1993. 308 pp.)
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“The touch of a master’s hand.”

And many a man with life out of tune,
And battered and scarred with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old wviolin.
A "“mess of potage,” a glass of wine;
A game--and he travels on.
He is “going” once, and “going” twice, .
He's "“going” and almost “gone.”
But the Master comes and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand
The worth of a soul and the change that'’s wrought
By the touch of the Master’s hand.
Myra B. Welch
pp. 293-4
(43-59)
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